Tempo

VOLUME 51, NO. 2

WINTER 2019

CMEA Bay Section Newsletter

CMEA Bay Section Winter Conference
January 11 - 12, 2019
San José State University
register online at cmeabaysection.org

Table of Contents
President…………………………………………………………….4
Outreach Project……………………………………………………5
Mentorship Program………………………………………………..6
Adjudication…………………………………………………..….…7
CMEA Bay Section Board 2019 Meeting Schedule………………7
General/Classroom Music .………………..………………………8
Band…………………………………………………………………9
Choir…………….…………………………..………………….….10
Multicultural Music………………………………………….……11
Orchestra……………………………………………………….….12
Higher Education………………………………………………….13
Jazz…………………………………………………………………14
Innovation and Learning………….……..………….……….……15

Editor’s Note
Throughout this issue of Tempo, your CMEA Bay Section Board members highlight this
year’s session offerings at the upcoming CMEA Bay Section Winter Conference to be
held January 11-12, 2019 at San José State University. Included in this issue of
Tempo is a registration form if you haven’t yet registered for the conference. You may
also register online at cmeabaysection.org.
This year’s conference is jam-packed with professional development sessions that are
sure to provide inspiring and informative new approaches to our work as music
educators. Look no further than “The Intersection of Hip-Hop Culture and Education”
presented by Jahi, or “Ukulele and Guitar for Equity” presented by Pete Gidlund.
These sessions, along with all the other offerings at this year’s conference, are not to
be missed.
This year’s conference will also feature performances from the Conference Honor
Band, Choir, and Orchestra as well as the Albany High School Jazz Band under the
direction of Craig Bryant with special guest artist Mary Fettig. On behalf of the CMEA
Bay Section Board, I sincerely hope that you will take advantage of this amazing
opportunity to network with colleagues from around the Bay Area.
~ Matt Ferreira
mattvferreira@gmail.com

CMEA Bay Section

Winter Conference Registration
(5 )-5..5(#0,-#.3: January 1g – 1h, 201o
Early Registration Deadline: Friday, January j, 201o
Please type or print:
Registrant:

Name

Address

Position:
School:

City

Zip
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Zip

District:
Name

NAfME ID#

Address

Exp. Date:

Email Address:

Home Phone:
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Cell Phone:
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$

CMEA Member Registration (early/late) ................................................ $nf/$gff
NAfME Membership ID# and Expiration Date Required
First Time Participant Registration (teacher).................................................5$3k
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Student Registration .............................................................................. Free
Waived fee to encourage college student participation
Retired CMEA Member Registration ............................................................ $10

$

Spouse Registration ......................................................................................... $10
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$
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Online payment may be made through Paypal
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$
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885)25hijik
(5 )-6555okgki

For Office Use Only: Date Received:_________
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President

Bruce Lengacher

Don’t Miss the Winter Conference!
It’s hard to believe that the year is already halfway
over. This year I have the privilege of being the
CMEA Bay Section President and Conference Chair.
The Winter Conference will be held January 11
and 12, 2018 at San José State University. The Bay
Section Board Special Representatives have worked
tirelessly to put together over 40 sessions while
their assistants have staffed and managed our
Conference Honor Ensembles. The conference will
again feature the Wine and Cheese Social so
graciously supported by Ashli Rulien and J.W.
Pepper. This conference would not be possible
without the CMEA Bay Section Board, Dr. David
Vickerman, and his amazing SJSU students.

Higher Education: “Mariachi Hands On” presented
by Mel T. Suguitan; “Orff Inspired Lessons for
Elementary Young and Old” presented by Casey
Lelake.
Orchestra: “Bass-ics and More” presented by
Allison Zenner and Jelani Canser; “Orchestra
Classroom Hacks, Tips, and Tricks” presented by
Cheryl Yee Glass and Patricia Drury.
Band: “When the Baton Stops…Teaching All About
Music Through Performance” presented by Dr. Eric
Hammer; “Female Composers in the Wind Band
World” presented by Joe Murphy.
Choral: “Building Community and Autonomy in the
Choir Room” presented by Alex Koppel; “Takadimi”
presented by Lauren Diez.
Jazz: “Getting Your Best Groove On” presented by
Cindy Rosefield; “Incorporating Improv Techniques
into the Big Band Rehearsal” presented by Mary
Fettig.
Adjudication: “What are Judges Listening For?” a
panel discussion.

What’s on Tap for This Year’s Conference
Like last year, our Friday concert this year will
feature a Jazz Showcase Band. Selected by blind
audition, this year’s featured ensemble is the
Albany High School Jazz Ensemble, directed by Mr.
Craig Bryant with special guest artist and Bay Area
treasure, Mary Fettig. This February, Jazz
Representative Troy Davis will communicate
information about the selection process for 2020’s
Winter Conference Jazz Showcase Band.

These are just a few of the many sessions available
to you at this year’s Winter Conference.
Additionally, because of on-campus and nearby
restaurant options, we will not have the Food Truck
Mafia this year. Also, you will notice a lot of
construction and new buildings when you arrive at
SJSU.

Our Special Representatives have put together a
variety of sessions and workshops designed to give
you new strategies, techniques, and ideas to use
during the second half of the school year. Here are
some of the highlights:

Celebrating Successes
I’d like to celebrate the hard work of the entire
CMEA Bay Section Board for their dedication, time,
talents, and contributions in making this conference
run smoothly and successfully.

Technology: “What iPad Apps Can I Use in My
Music Classroom?” presented by Joe Murphy;
“Garage Band in the Classroom” presented by Greg
Miller.
General Music: “Kodaly in the Classroom”
presented by Elizabeth Crabtree; “Ukulele and
Guitar for Equity” presented by Pete Gidlund.
Multicultural Music: “Raices de Nuestra Musica/
Our Musical Roots” presented by Quinteto Latino
and Armando Castellano; “The Power and
Educational Value of Teaching Chinese Music in a
Multicultural Setting” presented by Sherlyn Chew.
Tempo - Vol. 51, No. 2

Moving Forward
We have made some adjustments to the
Adjudication Score Sheets which will reflect more
accurate ranges for each rating. This “tweak” is
based on the distribution of ratings found in data
collected from all festivals over the last two years.
The indicator of a successful assessment tool is one
that continues to grow through analysis of data and
adaptation of its parameters. See you in January!
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December 2018
Dear Bay Area Music Educator,
We hope that you are off to a great start to the new school year! CMEA Bay
Section is working tirelessly to continue its mission of advancing music
education through quality musical experiences for students and professional
development opportunities for music educators in the Bay Area. Through our
Outreach Project we have reached many educators and students in our
community and we are excited to share new opportunities available to you this
coming school year.
The 2019 CMEA Bay Section Winter Conference will take place on Friday,
January 11th and Saturday, January 12th at San José State University. Through
our Outreach Project, we would like to extend an invitation to Bay Area music
educators in Title I schools that have not attended our Winter Conference to
attend our 2019 conference free of charge! The Winter Conference is a two-day
professional development seminar for music educators and college students.
Attendees have the opportunity to participate in sessions in Classroom Music,
Multicultural Music, Band, Choir, Jazz, Orchestra, and Music Technology. The
conference also hosts three honor ensembles (band, orchestra, choir) made up
of students nominated by their teachers from all regions of the Bay Area in
grades 7, 8, and 9. This year we are offering scholarships for up to ten students
in each of these groups for students from Title I schools!
In addition to these conference opportunities we are expanding our Outreach
Project into the classroom. The Outreach Project’s “CMEA in the Classroom”
aims to send CMEA Bay Section clinicians into the classrooms of Title I music
programs that have not experienced a CMEA music festival, or, cannot attend a
festival this year due to financial constraints. Clinicians will provide a free session
to participating ensembles using the CMEA Bay Section Adjudication Rubrics to
introduce students and directors to the CMEA festival experience.
CMEA Bay Section is eager to serve you and your students and we hope that
the opportunities outlined in this letter will benefit your community. For more
information on how to take advantage of these great opportunities, please
contact CMEA Bay Section Past President Rita Zigas-Brown via email at
rzigas.brown@gmail.com or by phone at (415) 497-2913 by Friday, December
21, 2018.
Please feel free to share this information with any colleagues you feel may
benefit from these programs. We hope to see you at our Winter Conference in
January!
Sincerely,

Bruce Lengacher
CMEA Bay Section President
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Rita Zigas-Brown
CMEA Bay Section Past President

CMEA State Mentorship Program
CMEA State unveiled this Mentorship Program at the 2015 CASMEC and since then, we have had
several successful pairings of mentees and mentors. The philosophy behind this program is to
match mentors with mentees in an effort to discourage burn out while encouraging camaraderie
and partnership in a supportive and confidential collaboration. The program is equally beneficial to
any veteran teacher that has begun to teach a new class of which the curriculum or pedagogy is
unfamiliar.
Below are some potential outcomes for our mentees:
• Build a lasting career network
• Receive relevant feedback and coaching from experts and colleagues
• Develop your own professional growth plan
• Gain access to a support system
• Generate productive relationships
• Acquire professional development opportunities
• Gain new perspectives and experiences
• Develop as an emerging leader in the profession
I am currently the Bay Section Representative for the State Mentorship Program and it is my
pleasure to have the following mentors representing Bay Section:
• Bob Athayde (Stanley MS, Lafayette)
• Greg Brown (Northgate HS, Walnut Creek)
• Robert Calonico (UC Berkeley, retired)
• Troy Davis (West Valley College, Saratoga)
• John Felder (retired)
• Cyrus Ginwala (San Francisco State University)
• Jonathan Grantham (Amador Valley HS, Pleasanton)
• John Maltester (Saint Mary’s College, Moraga)
• Nancy Moser (San José/Saratoga schools)
• Ella Webb (retired)
• Dale Wolford
If you are interested in being a mentee, please go to www.calmusiced.com. Once there, click on
the “CMEA Info and News” link at the top, then click “CMEA Mentorship Program” on the pull
down menu, and then the “Mentee Application” link. Send your completed application directly to
me (rather than Mark Nicholson) via email at rzigas.brown@gmail.com or snail mail (USPS) to:
Rita Zigas-Brown
Walnut Creek Intermediate School
2425 Walnut Blvd.
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
I look forward to hearing from you. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.

Tempo - Vol. 51, No. 2
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Adjudication

Bob Calonico, DMA

At this year’s CMEA Bay Section Winter
Conference, I will be moderating an adjudication
session entitled, “What are CMEA Adjudicators
Listening for in Your Ensemble’s Performance?”
This will be an eighty-minute session presented on
Friday and Saturday featuring panelists from each
discipline (i.e., jazz, band, orchestra, and choir)
who will discuss the factors that separate groups
who receive Superior, Excellent, or Good ratings.
The times and rooms are as follows:
Friday, January 11: 2:00 pm, Engineering Theater
Saturday, January 12: 9:00am, Engineering Theater
The panelists for this session include:
Jazz: Dr. Aaron Lington and Michael Galisatus;
Orchestra: Cheryl Yee Glass and Dr. Alexander
Kahn; Band: Dr. Danielle Gaudry and Dr. David
Vickerman; Choir: Kenneth Rawdon and Travis
Rogers

One panelist from each discipline will be in
attendance, and they will offer their opinions and
thoughts on the subject. If you are unable to attend
either day, their comments will be posted on the
CMEA Bay Section website, cmeabaysection.org, at
the conclusion of the conference.
The session is presented in the spirit of
transparency; it is my hope that the panelists will
provide participants with information that will
enhance their festival performance and make the
experience more positive for them and their
students.
There will be an opportunity for other adjudicators
in the audience to articulate their feelings about
what they are listening for as well as questions from
festival participants. I hope to see you there!

CMEA Bay Section Board Meeting Schedule
2019
January 10

San José State

Exec. Board: 3:45pm

Full Board: 4:30pm + set up

CMEA Bay Section Winter Conference at San José State University
Friday & Saturday, January 11 & 12, 2019
February 6
March 6
April 3
May 1
June 2

San Ramon Valley HS
San José State
San Ramon Valley HS
San José State
TBD

Exec. Board: 3:45pm
Exec. Board: 3:45pm
Exec. Board: 3:45pm
Exec. Board: 3:45pm
Exec. Board: TBD

Festival Committee: 4:30pm
Festival Committee: 4:30pm
Festival Committee: 4:30pm
Festival Committee: 4:30pm
Full Board: TBD

Full Board: All Board Members
Executive Board: President, President-Elect, Past President, Recording Secretary, Executive Secretary,
Adjudication Director, Executive Treasurer
Conference Committee: All Special Reps. and/or Assistants (band, choral, jazz, orchestra, general music, higher
ed., multicultural, innovation & learning), Public Relations, Webmaster, Tempo Editor, Medals Chair, Student
NAfME Rep(s), Conference Host, and Executive Board
Festival Committee: Large Group and Solo-Ensemble Festival Coordinators, Band, Choral, Jazz, and Orchestra
Reps., Medals Chair, Tempo Editor, Public Relations, Webmaster, Area Reps/Assistants, and Executive Board
San Ramon Valley High School, 501 Danville Blvd, Danville, CA 94526
San José State University, 1 Washington Sq. San José, CA 95192
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Classroom/General Music
Tiffany Barry

There’s music in the air and it’s coming to San José
State University! The upcoming CMEA Bay Section
Winter Conference on January 11-12, 2019 will be
held at San José State University and I am so
excited about the wonderful conference sessions
we have lined up. Whether you are a seasoned
general music educator or brand new to the field,
there is definitely something for everyone.
Adriana Rebeiro, originally from Brazil, and a
music specialist in the Salida Union School
District, will present her session entitled “Playing
with AIR: Ideas for developing Articulation and
Intonation on Recorder.” Adriana will focus on
Orff-inspired games and playful activities for
beginning recorder students.
For those who are looking for multicultural music,
Palo Alto School District music teacher Melanie
Kang will present “A Chinese Folk Song Inspired by
Nature” where she will share a song from her
childhood growing up in China through the use of
vocal exploration, improvisation, and dance. From
the Kodály world, we have Elisabeth Crabtree who
is a music teacher at Hillbrook School in Los Gatos
and a summer professor teaching Kodály Level I
and III at Loyola University in Baltimore. She will
present “Kodály in the Elementary Classroom”
touching on the method’s scope and sequence;
prepare-present-practice model; and introductory
ways to approach music literacy through games,
dances, and activities.

Another exciting professional development
opportunity coming to San José State University is a
brand new two-week Summer Orff Levels Course
scheduled for July 8 to July 19, 2019. We’ll be
bringing in Kimberly Collins from Arkansas with
Ashley Brown-Woodside and Kristin Smith from
Maryland to teach Orff Level 1. All three instructors
are AOSA-approved levels instructors excited to
bring some much needed Orff teacher education to
the South Bay. So if you’re a newbie general music
teacher interested in an immersive, in-depth study
of the Orff approach, or an experienced Orff
teacher looking for a refresher of Level 1, this is the
course for you!
We hope you’ll take advantage of these upcoming
educational opportunities at SJSU. They are
definitely not to be missed. We hope to see you
there!

Last but not least, Pete Gidlund, a gigging indie/
punk/country musician and the Visual and
Performing Arts Supervisor for the Berkeley Unified
School District, will present a joint session with
Higher Education entitled, “Ukulele and Guitar for
Equity” where he will share a culturally-responsive
approach to teaching fretted instruments to students
who otherwise would not choose band, choir, or
orchestra.

Tempo - Vol. 51, No. 2
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Band

Chavonta Edington

Hello Music Educators! Whether or not you are
getting your elementary students ready for their
very first band concert or putting away the uniforms
from your last marching band competition, I wish
you all the best for your winter concert season. As
you make your plans for the holiday season, we
hope that you include time to attend the Bay
Section Winter Conference on January 11 and 12,
2019 at San José State University. We have
worked diligently to create sessions that meet the
varying needs of our CMEA members and look
forward to having you join us at the sessions
designed specifically for our band directors.
Dr. Eric Hammer, Director of Bands at The
University of the Pacific in Stockton, CA, returns to
continue his series with “When The Baton
Stops...Teaching All About Music Through
Performance.” Featuring the Wind Ensemble from
Campolindo High School under the direction of
Johnny Johnson, Dr. Hammer will demonstrate
effective ways to teach comprehensive
musicianship within the structure of our traditional
large ensembles. His presentation will include
video samples of master teachers followed by
conductors from our CMEA Bay Section as they
publicly work to develop their skills in teaching
comprehensive musicianship through performance.
Under the direction of Joe Murphy, The Tierra
Linda Timber Wolf Symphonic Band will present an
entire session dedicated to the music of female
composers for Wind Band. You won’t want to miss
this opportunity to expand your music library with
this set of inclusive repertoire featuring music for
every ensemble level.

Tempo - Vol. 51, No. 2

Cary Nasatir will lead a session that discusses all
you need to know about those pesky percussion
repairs and will include tips for better maintenance
of your equipment. Stop in for a refresher course
on timpani adjustment, cymbal strap tying, and
finally learn how to change that snare drum batter
head!
Be sure to bring a brass instrument to experience
Brad Hogarth’s Brass Bootcamp! From the
fundamentals of breathing and sound production to
solving intonation issues with your most advanced
players, participants will walk away with tips to
meet the challenges of all levels of playing.
We hope you will join us for the Directors Reading
Band conducted this year by Karen Wells of
Berkeley Unified School District. Karen will lead
you through original band works and arrangements
that provide your students with exposure to female
and ethnic minority wind band composers. Please
look for a link to a Google Form that will allow you
to register to play in the reading band. Whether
you are playing on stage or listening in the
audience, we hope to see you at this event.
I look forward to seeing you all at the conference’s
final concerts on Saturday afternoon, January 12, as
Julie Bounds of Sheldon High School in Eugene,
Oregon, leads our talented students of the Bay Area
in our Junior High School Conference Honor
Band. Take some time to drop in on the rehearsals
as the hard work you do in the band room
everyday is displayed in a whirlwind weekend of
visiting with cherished friends and exploring new
possibilities!
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Choir

Angelina Fitzhugh

It’s almost time! After several years at Chabot
College in Hayward, we are back to San José State
University for the Bay Section Winter Conference
on January 11 and 12, 2019. I’m excited to see all
of my music teacher friends, hear our fabulous
honor groups perform, and attend some sessions for
a reboot for the second semester. And there are
some fantastic sessions lined up!
Lauren Diez, the choir director of RJ Fischer Middle
School, will present a session on Takadimi. This
session will be a hands-on introduction to the
Takadimi rhythmic literacy system and will provide
examples of how you can incorporate this valuable
tool into your own teaching at any grade level. It
works. Come see why!
Do you have a choir that sings beautifully, but
looks terrible? If so, you MUST come and see
Shelley Durbin of Kennedy Middle School in
Cupertino. She is bringing a group of her singers to
show us how she gets such great expression out of
them. Shelley’s groups are well known and
performed last year for the Western Division of
ACDA.
Alex Koppel, from Georgiana Bruce Kirby
Preparatory School in Santa Cruz, will show us why
you should build community in ensembles, and
will compare and contrast types of ensembles
(middle school, high school, upper education,
community choirs) while discussing best practices
to build autonomy, ownership, accountability, and
free collaboration.

strategies, your students will have a deeper
understanding of their texts. In addition, Leanne
will share ideas about teaching musical concepts in
a collaborative way. Leanne teaches band, choir,
orchestra, and guitar at Crittenden Middle School
in Mountain View.
Dr. Jeffrey Benson will be presenting our
Secondary Reading Session. He always has great
programming ideas and is a blast to work with. This
session will focus on advanced middle school and
high school selections. Dr. Benson is the Director
of Choral Activities at San José State University.
Jenni Gaderlund directs the fabulous choirs at
Graham Middle School in Mountain View and will
be presenting our Elementary Reading Session. She
will present music for younger and beginning
singers in elementary ensembles as well as some
excellent selections for your middle school
ensembles.
Susie Martone from Greene Middle School in Palo
Alto is our Conference Choir Conductor. If you
have a chance, you should definitely visit her
rehearsal and watch her energetic and humorous
teaching style. The kids will love it!
And of course, you don’t want to miss the Wine
and Cheese Reception! See you all soon!

Leanne Rzepiela’s session will focus on providing
opportunities for cross-curricular extensions in the
music classroom. Using some quick text analysis

Tempo - Vol. 51, No. 2
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Multicultural Music
Zack Pitt-Smith

I am very excited to be wearing a new hat as the
Multicultural Representative to the Bay Section
Board. It is my hope that the sessions this year
present salient and inspiring topics of interest to all
of you. The sessions will address how we build
programs in diverse urban schools, how we meet
the interests and needs of our diverse student body
with culturally responsive pedagogy, and how we
expose our students to a wide array of musical
cultures from around the world. It is also essential
that we address certain inequities and assumptions
in our diverse societies.
Here is a taste of the sessions we will be offering at
the Winter Conference, January 11-12, 2019 at
San José State University:
Sherlyn Chew, founder of the first Chinese
orchestra in an American public school since 1995,
will talk about teaching Chinese music in a
multicultural setting and the successes of
integrating it into general music classes. Her
program has transformed lives and fostered crosscultural understanding. Ms. Chew has taught
Chinese music and Chinese opera at Laney College
since 1973.

Back by popular demand for a second year, Jahi
will present a session called “The Intersection of
Hip-Hop Culture and Education.” Jahi is the
newest member of Rock & Roll Hall of Fame group
Public Enemy as PE 2.0. This 80 minute interactive
session will introduce hip hop as an international
culture rich with artistic expression, life affirming
principles, and global social impact. Participants
will explore philosophies, elements, and styles, and
gain valuable pedagogical practices that can be
used in the classroom. Learn how to examine
complex life narratives of various artists, connect
historical social movements to now, and build a
holistic musical diet.
I am very excited with the variety and significance
of the sessions we are offering at this year’s Winter
Conference. I hope that you will find sessions that
expand your perspective and awareness of your
work as music educators. I am looking forward to
seeing you at the conference and please don’t
hesitate to contact me if you have thoughts about
future sessions!

Armando Castellano is the director of Quinteto
Latino, a chamber ensemble that performs works by
Latino composers. He will be conducting a session
called “Cultural Equity and Social Justice Through
Chamber Music.” In this session, Armando will
share techniques for creating and honoring diverse
communities in our classrooms. Participants will be
given the opportunity to develop their awareness of
diversity, equity, and inclusion in their music
teaching.
In partnership with Bay Section Higher Education
Representative Dr. Kara Ireland D’Ambrosio, Mel
Suguitan will be presenting a session on starting a
Mariachi program on any available
instrumentation.

Tempo - Vol. 51, No. 2
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Orchestra
Tiffany Ou

Happy winter concert season! I hope this winter
issue finds you well and enjoying the bonds your
students start to form this time of year. At this time
in the year, I love to see the inside jokes and group
pride that come from deep musical teamwork!
The Bay Section Winter Conference is one of my
favorite weekends of the school year to refresh
knowledge, connect with colleagues, and consider
new ideas. I’m thrilled to share this program of
orchestra sessions with you! One important note is
that THIS is the year to bring your instrument to
the conference! Two of our sessions will be playalong and we need your participation! I look
forward to playing alongside all of you!
Master conductor/educator Tim Smith will lead a
String Orchestra Conductor’s Workshop, featuring
Homestead High School’s Chamber Orchestra (John
Burn, director). Five invited conductor-participants
will conduct a variety of string orchestra repertoire
in a masterclass setting. The goal of this session is
to develop a more refined, focused, and impactful
approach to non-verbal communication as it relates
to string technique. Non-conducting session
attendees will be actively engaged in the process.
Two-time Grammy Award-winning violinist Mads
Tolling, formerly of the Turtle Island Quartet, will
present a workshop focusing on alternative styles
and improvisation. Mads' arrangements of "Uptown
Funk” and “Mario Brothers” will be used as a
vehicle to explore rhythm concepts and phrasing in
rock'n roll, pop, and jazz for string players. This
session is designed to be interactive, so please
bring your instrument to play along!
“Bass”-ics and Beyond: Bassists/Educators Allison
Zenner (Palo Alto Unified) and Jelani Canser (San
José Unified) will share their insights on teaching
bass as orchestra teachers. Come get a refresher on
the “bass-ics,” including set up, bow holds,
exercises, and rehearsal techniques that will have
your basses holding down the low end like never
before!
Tempo - Vol. 51, No. 2

One of my goals as Orchestra Representative is to
tap into the deep well of resources our local
colleagues have to offer. I love visiting other
orchestra classrooms because I inevitably leave
with five new ideas I can use the next day, for
example, a new way to describe left-hand wrist
position, creative hanging cello storage, and an
“orchestra meme-of-the-week” poster, to name a
few. Distinguished teachers Cheryl Yee Glass (San
Ramon Valley High School) and Patricia Drury
(Dougherty Valley High School) will lead an
Orchestra Classroom Hacks Roundtable Session
where they will share their best ideas and lead a
roundtable discussion where you can share yours.
You will leave this session with a bevy of new ideas
from the people who know our orchestra teacher
jobs best: ourselves!
Our orchestra reading session will be led by the
wonderful Scott Krijnen (Castilero Middle School,
Cambrian Symphony) and will feature a wide range
of repertoire grades 1-5+ to consider for your next
concert repertoire. Like last year, this session is
dependent on a director’s reading orchestra –
please plan to bring your instrument and join in!
Be on the lookout for a Google Form to RSVP for
instrumentation.
Last but certainly not least, the Conference Honor
Orchestra will be directed by Joni Swenson (Santa
Monica High School), featuring an diverse program
of advanced middle school repertoire. I am excited
to share that the Conference Orchestra will also be
premiering a piece by composer/cellist Niall
Ferguson. This is an exciting opportunity for our
best and brightest young students to experience
new music in a special way. A special shoutout to
Brant Nishida (Assistant Orchestra Rep) and Cheryl
Yee Glass for their hard work in preparation for the
conference orchestra!
Looking forward to an exciting conference of
sharing and learning. Happy holidays to you and
yours, and I’ll see you in January! (With your
instrument!)
12

Higher Education

Dr. Kara Ireland D’Ambrosio

The Bay Section Higher Education Team is excited to
present several excellent sessions at the January
CMEA Bay Section Winter Conference! In
partnership with the Bay Section Choral Special
Representative, we will present “Expression in the
Middle School Choir.” Do you struggle with getting
your middle school choir to sing with expression?
Sometimes at that age it’s a challenge to get them to
smile! Shelley Durbin, Director of Vocal Music at
Kennedy Middle School, has some wonderful tips
and tricks to get your middle school performance
skills strong! This will be a demonstration clinic
where the Kennedy Middle School Choir will share
their process for fostering more expression in
performance. Expression is not an accident; it may
originate from genuine feelings, but it must also be
planned and practiced. Watch students as they
partner with their director to lead the choir through
exercises and assessments that create a more
uniform level of expression across the ensemble.
In cooperation with the General Music
Representative, we will present “Ukulele and Guitar
for Equity” by Pete Gidlund. The majority of the
world's musicians did not learn the way we teach in
traditional instrumental music education. Nor did
they learn any of the same instruments. Through a
dynamic workshop, Pete will show us how to
implement classes that utilize ukulele, guitar, voice,
and/or drums using culturally relevant strategies to
reach and empower those students who would never
opt-in to learning music behind a music stand!
Please bring your ukulele and guitar. A limited
number of instruments may be available to borrow.
No experience necessary!

Tempo - Vol. 51, No. 2

Back by popular demand, we will provide lunch for
our collegiate members and host a roundtable
discussion with the leaders of CMEA. “Pizza with
the Presidents” will be a special time for collegiate
music and music education majors to get
mentorship and support as they prepare for their
future careers in music education.
Connecting with the Bay Section Multicultural
Representative, we are co-presenting “MariachiHands On!” with Mel Suguitan. This is a hands-on
session for beginning Mariachi. You will pick up the
instruments, learn basic technique, pedagogy, and
classroom culture. You will leave with the basic tools
to start your own Mariachi program. Bring your
instrument, borrow one, or sing along!
In our final session, Casey Lelake will present three
mini-lessons based on Orff ideas that are intended
for Kindergarten, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th grade. The
Kindergarten lesson will include movement. The
2nd/3rd grade lesson is based on a book and will
incorporate artwork, mallet instruments,
composition, and improvisation. The 5th grade
lesson will utilize the 12-Bar Blues.
We hope you will find these sessions to be exciting,
engaging, and fill a need in your teaching program.
We look forward to seeing you January 11-12, 2019
at San José State University!
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Jazz

Troy Davis

Greetings fellow music educators! If you are like
me, then you are looking forward to our upcoming
Bay Section Winter Conference on January 11-12
at San José State University. Two days of
professional development and collegial bonding
should prove to be another success. I am pleased
that we will be able to offer you a number of
sessions with expert clinicians and a fantastic
musical performance. I hope that this year’s jazz
sessions will prove beneficial to your personal and
professional growth. Please plan your schedule
around the sessions with our fantastic guest
presenters as we celebrate “Women in Jazz!”
Kristen Strom, saxophone instructor at Santa Clara
University and West Valley College, will present
“The Language of Improvisation.” This will be an
opportunity for educators to learn techniques to
teach jazz improvisation with a specific focus on
phrase-based improvisation. BRING YOUR
INSTRUMENT! Ms. Strom will also be leading the
Directors’ Jazz Reading Band featuring some of her
favorite tunes for the jazz band. The Jazz Reading
Session is generously sponsored by Carolyn
Kimmel from J. W. Pepper.
Cindy Browne Rosefield, the Director of
Instrumental Studies at Las Positas College, will
lead a workshop focusing on how to teach various
techniques and grooves on the upright bass, as well
as discuss ways to effectively incorporate these into
your rhythm section. She will also host a Q&A
session about big band vs. combo playing and how
to help your bass players get their best groove on.
Join Cindy for “Getting Your Best Groove On.”
On Friday morning, join award-winning musician
and San Francisco Conservatory of Music faculty
member, Mary Fettig as she presents
“Incorporating Improvisation Techniques into the
Jazz Band Rehearsal.” Educators are certain to
leave with great inspiration that can be applied in
the classroom immediately. BRING YOUR
INSTRUMENT! Ms. Fettig will also perform as the
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guest artist with our Jazz Showcase Band later that
afternoon.
Speaking of the Showcase Band, this year’s
ensemble was selected through a blind audition
process, with some stiff competition. CMEA Bay
Section would like to congratulate Craig Bryant
and the Albany High School Jazz Band, who were
selected as this year’s Jazz Showcase Band! Mr.
Bryant and AHS Jazz students will perform a widerange of musical selections and will feature Ms.
Fettig on part of their program. Don’t miss this
exciting concert!
There will be one more surprise guest presenter on
Saturday who will provide some wonderful new
tools to use in your daily practice of jazz education.
I will be thrilled to unveil this presenter to you at
the conference!
Please note that auditions for the 2020 Bay Section
Conference Showcase Jazz Band will be held next
spring, prior to the end of the 2018-2019 academic
year. If you are interested in applying, your
2018-2019 band must earn a Unanimous Superior
rating at a CMEA Jazz Festival, or an equivalent
rating (all I’s) at another jazz festival, in order to be
eligible. Be on the lookout for audition information
in the spring.
I am so glad that we can present “Women in Jazz”
for you this year. I hope that this conference will
prove productive and beneficial to you and that
you will gain new knowledge from our expert
panel of women presenters. See you at the
conference! Don’t hesitate to contact me with any
questions: mrtroydavis@me.com
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Innovation and Learning
Greg Miller

The upcoming CMEA Bay Section Winter
Conference at San José State University is going to
offer a wonderful opportunity for all music
educators in the Bay Area to expand their
knowledge of music education. Members of the
CMEA Bay Section Board have put together a wide
range of clinic offerings to help you grow as a
music educator. In the field of Innovation and
Learning, we will share four sessions to help
expand your understanding of existing technologies
and how best to use them in your classrooms.
John H. Burn, music educator at Cupertino and
Homestead High Schools and current CMEA
President, will present a session titled “Music
Genesis: A Computer-Centered Approach to High
School Classroom Music.” Using the Mac Lab at
SJSU, John will present selected lessons and
projects from the course. You will have a hands-on
opportunity to go step-by-step through the process
of creating, performing, listening, and describing
music on the computer. This session will focus on
strategies to help provide opportunities to the
nearly 80% of high school students who do not
participate in their school’s traditional performance
ensembles.
I’ve spoken with many colleagues who feel
insufficiently prepared to operate the technical
aspects of a performance space. We all use
microphones, speakers, and stage lights, and
should think about safety when preparing and
presenting our performances. In this unique
session, Kyle Langdon, Supervisor of Theatre
Facilities for the Palo Alto Unified School District,
will present a crash course on best practices when
using the technology in our performance spaces.
Topics will include lights, sound, fly rails and
riggings, stage safety, facility safety, and allow an
opportunity for those in attendance to ask their
theatre tech questions.
On January 9, 2007, Steve Jobs announced the
invention of the iPhone. It’s hard to believe that this
new technology was released just 11 years ago and
Tempo - Vol. 51, No. 2

has revolutionized the use of portable technologies.
As of the 3rd quarter of 2018, the Android App
Store has over 2.1 million available apps and the
Apple Store has just shy of 2 million options for
users to customize their phones and tablets. Joseph
Murphy, band director at Tierra Linda Middle
School, will narrow these apps down to the most
valuable resources for every music teacher! Come
learn how to use a wireless microphone in your
classroom and bluetooth to record and playback
real time recordings. Other topics to be explored
include mirroring, tablet based notation software,
Tonal Energy App, iRealPro App, and FourScore for
scanned music. Attendees will have opportunities
to ask questions and share their favorite apps for
use in their music classrooms.
Millennials are more connected than any previous
generation. From computers to tablets, to phones,
to smart watches, there has never been a
generation with greater access to the knowledge of
human history at their fingertips. YouTube has 1.3
billion active monthly users and is the second
largest search engine in the world. Content
creators upload over 300 hours of videos to
YouTube every minute! The final Innovation and
Learning Technology session will focus on how
every educator can use YouTube to reach this
generation of learners. Join me and I’ll show you
how to organize existing YouTube content into
playlists that your students can access and learn
from at their own pace. I will demonstrate how I
embed content into a learning management system
and use videos to assess my students. I will also
offer my suggestions, tips, and tricks to creating and
managing your own content. Students are
increasingly learning online, and it's time we meet
them where they are learning.
We are all excited to present these sessions for you
and hope that your conference schedule will allow
you the opportunity to join us for an Innovation
and Learning session or two at the 2019 CMEA Bay
Section Winter Conference.
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Mission Statement

Our mission is to promote the advancement of music education;
to cultivate social and educational interaction among its members;
and to assist members in seeking individual and collective growth
as musicians, educators, and administrators.
CMEA Bay Section is a nonprofit organization.

