
“a lot of kids these 
days only experience 
nature through their 
textbooks, [afc] helps 
make the textbook 
real.”
—	Friends of Rosemont 
	 Preserve Committee Member
	 Barb Nielsen

arroyos & foothills conservancy
2 0 1 4  a n n u a l  r e p o r t
	   t seems like just yesterday that we were putting together reflections on the 
	   Conservancy’s 2012–13 accomplishments and experiences— time really does fly 
when you’re having fun!  
	 We are delighted to report on the progress we’ve experienced over the 2013-14 
fiscal year. Success requires a whole community of conservation-minded people working 
together. We are making great strides protecting open space and habitat for wildlife, 
with the tremendous participation of our volunteers, donors, advisors and partners. 
Thank you for playing your part to help the conservancy accomplish great things.

I

Stewardship   Each time AFC acquires a property we embark on a multi-faceted conser-
vation program that includes removing invasive species, restoring native habitat, repairing 
and setting trails as appropriate, and providing interesting educational opportunities to 
promote conservation, especially among our young people. As the number of properties 
under our care grows, our management responsibilities increase, even as we seek to 
acquire additional endangered lands. We often form “Friends” groups at our properties, 
whereby people who have a passion for a given place can have an active, hands-on 
role in managing and caring for it. Pictures on these pages highlight some of this year’s 
conservation activities put on by Friends groups.

New Land Acquisitions   Cottonwood Canyon remains front and center in our acquisition 
program. We are at 84% of our target fund raise from the local community, and in 
deliberate pursuit of major government funding and grants for the large capital required to 
buy this 11 acre treasure in the San Rafael Hills. Cottonwood is a major wildlife thorough-
fare connecting the San Rafael Hills to the Arroyo Seco and beyond. The canyon contains 
a year-round spring that has been flowing since 1885—historical documents reveal that 
it was an important water source dating back to Pasadena’s early history. If developed, 
this vital corridor for mountain lion, bobcat, deer, coyote, and bear would be blocked, 
rendering the San Rafaels an isolated, biological dead zone. We must save it. 

We are passionate about saving open space to secure and extend 
the animal-friendly corridors that keep wild places wild. It is gratifying 
to know that you will be there with us, acquiring and stewarding that 
land, and having fun in the process! 

With best wishes,

 

Matthew DeVoll, AFC President 



afc programs

cottonwood canyon
The Friends of Cottonwood Canyon already has 4 enthusias-
tic members who are forming the foundation for community 
engagement. They have hosted Westridge and Polytechnic 
Schools for habitat restoration events (Westridge AP 
Environmental Science class seen here), worked with 
neighbors on fire hazard reduction, and are hosting monthly 
open houses at the property. Be sure to contact us if you 
would like to get involved!

rosemont preserve
2014 has been a year of continuing progress at the Rosemont 
Preserve, with a focus on our three primary objectives: 
restoration, education and recreation. The Friends of 
Rosemont Preserve again orchestrated over 1,000 hours 
of volunteer community service to 

1) 	Host 2nd, 3rd and 6th grade students from four local 
schools on educational hikes emphasizing seismology of 
the San Gabriel Mountains, local plant adaptation and 

	 Native American natural history;
2) 	Continue restoring the Preserve to its natural state by 

eliminating Arundo, Tree Tobacco and Castor Bean, and 
replacing non-native ivy with local native plants;

3) 	Partner with local Scout troops to create our outdoor 
classroom and build raised beds for a future native plant 
demonstration garden; and 

4)	Offer monthly open gate days and docent-led hikes on 
the Preserve, including the wildly popular Medicinal Uses 
of Native Plants hike led by acclaimed USC Professor of 
Pharmacology James Adams.

Frank Colcord and Paul Rabinov 
Friends of Rosemont Preserve Committee Co-chairs

millard canyon 
The Friends of Millard Canyon punctuated their formation 
by holding a celebration of the acquisition of 13 acres at 
‘our’ Millard cabin, then by hosting middle and high school 
classes from Westridge School along with other community 
organizations, such as the Pasadena and Diggers Garden 
Clubs seen below, doing habitat restoration in the canyon. 
They are enjoying getting to know their neighbors in the 
Meadows as well! 

rubio canyon
Even without a Friends group, the work in Rubio Canyon 
goes on. Seen here are the Pasadena Hiking Pacers doing 
habitat restoration and trail volunteers building a new trail. 
If you want to be one of the founders of a Friends group 
to help steward Rubio Canyon, please contact Barbara Goto 
at barbaragoto@arroyosfoothills.org.

Thanks to the following photographers for allowing our use of their wonderful photographs: 1st 

page: Tom Dugan, Althea Edwards, Polytechnic School; 2nd page: Paul Ayers, Pasadena Garden 

Club, Pasadena Hiking Pacers; and on all pages our wonderful staff.



Cottonwood 
Canyon Update

cottonwood 
and corridors 
donors 
as of November 15, 2014

Cottons ($50,000)
Gordon Crawford
Helen & Will Webster Foundation

Woods ($25,000)
Pasadena Audubon Society
Ninarose Mayer
Pasadena Community Foundation

Canyons ($10,000-$24,999)
Anonymous
Sara & George Abdo
Betsey Tyler 

Wildlife ($5,000) 
California Native Plant Society, 
    San Gabriel Mountains Chapter
Sally & John Howell
John & Beverly Stauffer Foundation

Corridors ($1,000)
Gwen & Guil Babcock, Belinda Fischer, 
Kathy & Bob Gillespie, Susan & Frank 
Gilliland, The Hillenburg Family, 
Perlette Jura, Virginia & John Kimball, 
BJ Ledyard, Barbara Nielsen & Bill Bell, 

Katie & Chris Poole, Shannon & John 
Quinn, SahanDaywi Foundation, 
Fred Schwarzenbach, Cynthia & 
Bradford Thiel, Phoebe & Larry 
Wilson, Linda Zinn

Perennial Spring ($5-$999) 
Joan & Andreas Aebi, Larry Allen, 
Carole & Mike Babcock, Laura & 
John Babcock, Desdy & Charles 
Baggott, Debbie Baird, Geoffrey 
Baum, Edwina Berg, Behr Construc-
tion, Robert Bertin, Mary & Graham 
Bothwell, Shelly Bowers, Barbara & 
Robert Bozzani, Carole & Jim Bradley, 
Lee Brainerd & Ned Racine, Chris & 
Geoff Bremer, Joseph Bricio, Karen & 
Harry Brumer, Peggy Cairns, Michael 
Caley, Maureen & Robert Carlson, 
Julia Collins, Cathi & Chris Considine, 
Continental Colorcraft, Wendy Crow-
ley, Carol & Dean Currie, Sue Dadd & 
James Griffith, Andrea Davis-Griffin, 
Bronwyn Dawson, Drew Dembowski, 
Jennifer & Matt DeVoll, Denise & 
Richard Diephuis, Marilyn Dixon, 
Friedericy Dolls, Pam & Wilbur Dong, 
Michael Duran, Mary & Gilberto 
Durso, Barbara & Jim Einstein, Jill & 
Denis Elliot, Barbara & Richard Ellis, 
Joan Emery, Kaiya Engelhard, Michael 
Evans, Merilee Fellows, Kelly Fine, 

Karen Fish, Margaret Frantz, Janice & 
Steve Freeland, Anita Fromholz, Julie 
Furmidge & Candace Kay, Sarah Gavit 
& Andre DeSalis, Martha Georgelos, 
Linda & Stephan Gill, Ruth Goldstein, 
Eddie Goral, Janet & Paul Gordon, 
Green Angel Music, Margie & Paul 
Grossman, Cristina Halstead, Mic 
Hansen, Debbie Heap, Lisa Heidel 
& John Culpepper, Ginny & Jim 
Heringer, Karen & John Higgins, Ann 
Holland & John Hall, Cindy Horita, 
Monica & Thomas Hubbard, Jin 
Hwang, John Irigoyen, Maiken John, 
Nancy & David Johnson, Ardashes 
Kassakhian, Richard Kennard, Gloria 
& Paul Kilian, Barbara Kleine, Marla 
Knutsen & David Datz, Vicky & Benny 
Ko, Lisa & David Lewis, Mary Lewis & 
Rebecca Lowry, Daniel Limonadi, Jan 
& Mickey Long, Mark Lucas, Barbara 
& John Madden, Joy & Thomas Ma-
jich, Karen Malley, Delores & Harvey 
Marsh, Brent Mason, Stacy Matseas, 
Dale Matsuda, Dorothy & John 
Matthiesen, Alison McAlpine, Daniel 
McCleese, Susan McClymonds, 
Beverly & Larry McReynolds, Martha 
Mittelstadt, Emily Montague, Lorraine 
Munsey, Eloise Nelson, Pat & Samuel 
Nicholson, Janet Nippell, Cynthia Null, 
Jean O’Hagan, Kay Onderdonk, Janet 

& Jack Orswell, Cynthia Parenti, Susan 
& George Parker, Audrey Parmiter, 
Elizabeth Pomeroy, Liesel Reinhart & 
Steve Seagle, Julie Richards, Elizabeth 
Richardson, Susan & Michael Roffina, 
Dana Roth, John Sanders, Loretta 
Savery & Alex Black, Ellen & Richard 
Saydah, Leonard Schaustal, Elena 
& Richard Schoepke, Laura Scott 
Sellers, Sharon Scull, Nayan Shah 
& Ken Foster, Cordelia Sherland, Ed 
Sherman, Dessi Sieburth, Scott Siegal, 
Michael Simpson, Carla Slepak & 
Gary Day, Samuel Snodgrass, Janet 
Sorrentino, Nancy & Bruce Steele, 
Jody & Jon Stefansson, Mark Stevens, 
Jaynie & Woody Studenmund, Kathy 
Sturdevant, Janet & Fran Sturms, 
Dion Svihovec, Lynne Taciak, John 
Thompson, Thomas Tighe, Valerie 
Tracy, Edwina Travis-Chin & Robert 
Miller, June Traweek, Anne Tryba & 
John Hale, Tracy & Kevin Van Houten, 
Jeannie & Peter Vaughn, Kayley 
Vernallis, Eleanor Wacker, Mary 
Walp, Leann & William Warner, Dave 
Weeshof, Deirdre Weinstein, Joanne 
& Tim Wendler, Whittier Narrows 
Nature Center Association, Sonya & 
Adam Wierman, Marilynne & Roger 
Wilander, Linda & Bob Winters, 
Warren Wolfswinkel

beer tastings, acorn pancakes and 
a performance by Lineage Dance 
choreographed just for Cottonwood. 
So far 197 donors have contributed 
financially toward our $300,000 
community goal to purchase the 
canyon and keep it open space in 
perpetuity, and to protect its wildlife 
corridors. With a $25,000 gift from 
the Pasadena Community Foundation 
in memory of nature-lover Sid Tyler, 
even larger matching pledges from 
Gordy Crawford (KPPC Crawford 
Family Forum) and the Helen and Will 
Webster Foundation, among other 
generous support, we are over the 
$250,000 mark. 
	 Now we know of the dozens of 
bird species there thanks to our 
friends and generous supporters at 
the Pasadena branch of the Audubon 
Society, who have voted us a $25,000 
grant after visiting the canyon. I’m 
most impressed by the way AFC 
Advisor Mickey Long puts it about the 
latest bird find: “My wife Jan spotted a 
Spotted Owl at the last Cottonwood 
Open House! It was using the valuable 
wildlife corridor as a thermal refuge 
from the heat of the day. Later on it 

What a kick it has been to see the 
region rise up and support preserving 
open space in Cottonwood Canyon—a 
place they had never heard of until the 
AFC began this campaign last year!
	 Our core member of the Friends of 
Cottonwood Canyon, Scott Babcock, 
grew up hiking there through his family 
friends, the Millikans. They and an-
other family have owned the canyon 
since 1889. Yokum discovered water 
there in 1885, then they piped it out 
and even bottled water at the spring 
that still flows through the lower 
part of the 11 acres. But most of us 
have driven past for decades without 
knowing the secrets of Cottonwood. 
	 It’s awfully steep, except for the 
meadow just west of the avenue. But 
scores of people over the last year 
have taken our docent-led hike up its 
switchbacks—quietly because of the 
animal life there—to see the canyon 
and the spring’s source. We’ve had 
Craftsman Brewery’s seasonal acorn 

moved over to the branch of a 
sycamore and feasted on a woodrat.” 
	 The feasting will go on forever with 
supporters like you. We got a great 
start in 2014. Let’s seal the deal on 
the Cottonwood purchase in FY2015.

Larry Wilson, CCCCC



thank you to our organizational supporters 

Arroyos Donors
($1,000+)
Marie Adamson Family Trust 
Erin & Richard Atwater
Gwen & Guil Babcock
Juli & Ron Chase
Gordon Crawford
Jennifer & Matt DeVoll
Henry Fliegel
Heather & Paul Haaga
Taylor & Donald Hall
Carolyn & Bruce Hancock
Cameron Hotchkis
Remington Hotchkis
Desiree & Paul Rabinov
SahanDaywi Foundation
Fred Schwarzenback

Foothills Donors
($1-$999)
Larry Allen, Brownie & Robert Allen, 
Barbara Ansell, Sharon Armstrong, 
Mala Arthur, Bonnie & Nicholas Ash, 
Debbie Baird, Marylyn Barnes Miller, 
Pat & David Beggs, Elizabeth & 
James Bender, Robert Bertin, Tracey 
Bowling, Frederika & Norman Brooks, 
Karen & Harry Brumer, Antoinette 
& Robert Buckner, Gerrie & Thomas 
Bunn, Ian Campbell, Jane & Bruce 

individuals
The following people and organizations made donations this fiscal 
year to support the programs and properties we steward and the 
maintenance and well-being of AFC.

contact:  For more information, visit our website: www.arroyosfoothills.org. 
To discuss making a donation or bequest, please contact Jennifer Taylor at 
jennifertaylor@arroyosfoothills.org. To discuss volunteering, contact Barbara Goto at 
barbaragoto@arroyosfoothills.org. Both can also be reached at (626)796-0782.

foothills society
Foothills Society members support AFC with 3 year pledges.
www.arroyosfoothills.org/fs

Legacy Members
Sameer Etman
Ninarose Mayer
Terry Villanueva & Justin Whalin

Engelmann Oak  ($1,000 per year)
Sara & George Abdo, Claire & Bill 
Bogaard, Carole & Jack Brady, Sally & 
John Howell, Coyotes Dianne Philibo-
sian & Tom Seifert, Katie & Chris Poole, 
Nancy & Bruce Steele, Betsey Tyler, 
Linda Zinn

Coast Live Oak  ($500 per year)
Mary Cross & Lawren Markle, Sandy 
Gillis & Tom Gammill, Sharon Laubach 
& Andrew Mishkin, Ninarose Mayer, 
Bill Meurer, Ellen & Anthony Portan-
tino, Pamela Rogers, Jeanette & Marc 
Stirdivant

California Sycamore  ($250 per year)
Tracey Alsobrook, Sally Beer, Mary 
& Bill Carroll, Suzanne & Walter 
Cochran-Bond, Brendan Crill, Jennifer 
& Matt DeVoll, Laura & Jim Garrett, 
Katherine & Robert Gillespie, Ginny & 
Jim Heringer, Walter Hubert & Mark 
Saltzman, Michelle Huneven & Jim 
Potter, Bob Kneisel, Vicky & Benny Ko, 
Dorothy & John Matthiessen, Scarlett 
& Jim Osterling, Andrea Rawlings & E.J. 
Remson, Julie Reiz & Kennon Miedema, 
Susana Reyes, Loretta Savery & Alex 
Black, Dorothy Scully, Lois Tandy, Lynn 
& Donald Voss, Joanne & Tim Wendler

Toyon  ($100 per year)
Joan Aarestad & J. David Oswalt, 
Jane & Tom Apostol, Marshall & 
Paul Ayers, Mary Barrie & Ted Stock, 
Steve Blackwell, Tom Brady, Pam 
Brockie, Edith & Lou Byerly, Nancy 
& Joe Carlson, Barbara & William 
Christopher, Mary Copperud, Sharon 
& Pat Crandall, Bronwyn Dawson, 
Annmarie Eldering, Jocelyn & Peter 
Fernandes, Marsha Fowler, Anita 
Fromholz, John Grant, Chuck Hains, 
Mic Hansen, Lyle Hatridge, 
Jennifer Herstein & James Rudd, 
Betty Ho, Michael Horner, Katie & 
Jim Ipekjian, Mary Ellen Kramer & 
Peter Eisenhardt, Jeanne & Patrick 
Lejeune, Dorothy & William Lindsey, 
Jan & Mickey Long, Michelle 
Markman, Tim Martinez, Meredith 
McKenzie, Karin & Herb Meiselman, 
Robyn & Joseph Miller, Suzanne 
Mitus-Uribe & Carlos  Vicente-Uribe, 
Toni & Patrick Morrissey, Sue 
Mossman, Laura Newlin & Roger 
Klemm, Gregg Oelker, Desiree & Paul 
Rabinov, Frank Simpson, Carla Slepak 
& Gary Day, Marie & John Slonski, 
Peggy Stewart, Melanie Symonds & 
Michael Gurnis, Edwina Travis-Chin 
& Robert Miller, Tiona Wierman, 
Felicia Williams, Michele Zack & 
Mark Goldschmidt

Campbell, Janet Capanna, Rick 
Carron & George Widman, Michel 
Choban, Gerald Cichlar & William 
Peter, Betsy Coles, Julia Collins, 
Jules Dervaes, Dave Doody, Celine 
Dove, Monica Dybalski Stathathos, 
Bethany Ehlmann, Peter Eisenhardt, 
Barbara & Jim Eisenstein, Jill & 
Denis Elliott, Joan Evans, Mie & 
Steve Frautschi, Brooke & Edward 
Garlock, Cynthia Gasparri-Lusnia, 
Martha Georgelos, Robin & Til 
Glisson, Barbara & Roy Goto, Ann 
& John Hall, Akiko Hayashi, Judy & 
Fred Hoeptner, Debbie & Schuyler 
Hollingsworth, Susie & Mark Horn, 
Diane & Steve Horwitz, Melinda 
Howell & Steve Cole, Patricia Hrstich, 
Robert Huang, Monica & Thomas 
Hubbard, Karen Jain, Ruth & Jeremy 
Jones, Tom Kimmerle, Francie & 
Kerry Kugelman, Maria & Frank 
LaCasella, Sue & Mel Lieberman, 
Mark Lucas, Marlys Lynn, Sarah & 
John MacLeod, Alison McAlpine, 
Karen & Peter McAulay, Daniel 
McCleese, Mary McGilvray, Betty 
& Kicker McKenney, Jim McManus, 
Winkee Melton, Lynn & Robert 
Miller, Lynn Miyamoto & Kevin 

Kroeker, Patricia Montbriand, Eva & 
Robert Morgan, Sue Mossman, Ann 
Motrunich, Eloise Nelson, Louisa 
& Mark Nelson, Mary Lois Nevins, 
Ernest Newmann, Barbara Nielsen 
& Bill Bell, Laura Norris & Darius 
Raulinaitis, Susan  & George Parker, 
Susan Patchett, Celinda Pearson, 
Bernice & Joseph Placentine, Donna 
Potts, Mike Reibel, Kathie Reilly, 
Melinda & Donn Risolo, Marianna 
Rivinus, Susan & Michael Roffina, 
Leonard Schaustal, Lorraine & Lonnie 
Schield, Megan & Greg Schoweng-
erdt, Diana Sertich, Cordelia Sher-
land, Sheila Sherman, Arnie Siegel, 
Craig Smith, Brenna Snider, Susan 
Southwick, Beth Spiegel, Nancy & 
Bruce Steele, George Stevens, Em-
ily Stork, Randy Strapazon, Jaynie 
& Woody Studenmund, Gloria 
Surtees, Lynne Taciak, Valerie Tracy, 

Edwina Travis-Chin & Robert Miller, 
June Traweek, Cindy Tyler, Audrey 
Vaughan, Eleanor Wacker, Marilynne 
& Roger Wilander, James Williams, 
Linda & Bob Winters, Betsy & Don 
Witteman, Phillip Wolf, Mary Yui

community groups
Altadena Community Chest
American Hiking Society
BP Foundation
California Conservation Corps
Craftsman Brewery
Edison International
Girl Scout Troop 1428
Hancock Park Garden Club
Harpo Productions
Pasadena Diggers Club
Pasadena Garden Club
Polytechnic School
Renaissance Foundation
Tom Sawyer Camps

afc finances 2013-14*

total income	 $ 328,638
p	 Individual donations	 83.5%
p	 Corporate donations	 9.7%
p	 Community groups	 6.8%
	
89.6% of Total Income was directed 
to program and land acquisition

total expenses 	 $ 209,195
p	 Programs	 43.8% 
p	 Land aquisition	 27.7% 
p	 Management	 14.4%
p	 Fundraising	 14.1%

* Preliminary amounts, final amounts will be reported on IRS form 990.


