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WHAT A TRIP!
by Lina Fana and Roxie Gosfield
We all need a vacation
sometimes, and what better
way to teach us that than to
have a performance dedicated
to it? The second graders from
PS 11 really did take us away.
The play, “Vacation,” told the
story of a family going on an
unnamed road trip. Where do
you imagine they went?

Photo: Roxie Gosfield

The annual spring play was one of the best there has been. The entire second grade, over one
hundred-fifty students, practiced for weeks in the P.S. 11 auditorium. With the help of Ms. Wurman,
Ms. Sarah and Ms. Golub, everyone did a great job.
The actors who played the parents, daughters, and little brother Bobby Joe (who "always had to go”)
really brought the play to life. The music was jazzy and the dancing was intricate and interesting to
watch. All of the performers seemed well practiced and confident, despite the complex numbers. "My
solo was kind of hard because I had to hold the note for a LONG time," said Euna Kim. "The
beginning was scary because I thought people would laugh at me. Then, I thought, it's only a show!”
Roxy Marshall expressed her love of dancing. "The dancing was the easiest part.”
One patron described the play as “exciting" and “elating,” which it truly was. Other students called it
“fun” and “light-hearted.” A big favorite of the audience was the Summer Camp song. With each
version of the chorus, it made us think, which peculiar camp would WE prefer, health, computer, or
space camp? Students in the audience compared “Vacation” to Broadway musicals they had seen
and said it was just as good. To many people, it felt like a true vacation.

CALENDAR

A PEAK AT MR. BENDER

By Tsering Gutman

by Tobin Bradia-Ortiz & Juliette Carasso

Listen up peoples!
• No school June 4, so make sure to go to Six
Flags and bring a swim suit!
• June 9 is a half day, so you can go straight
home and sleep!
• June 12 is Field Day! Bring a soccer ball!
• June 15 is a half day. Just cut the day in half.
• June 19 is the potluck. Bring some food!
• School ends June 26 so throw away those
backpacks!

5/15/15, 12:22 p.m.: Mr. Bender was
working with a trainee on drafting a letter
AND writing the weekly newsletter. How
often does this happen? "The newsletter, I
do every week and I work with Ms. Verdiner
whenever I get a chance to.”
5/19/15, 12:05 p.m.: Was Mr. Bender flying
a kite? Breaking up a fight? Fixing a light?
No! He was preparing for poetry night!
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TECHNOLOGY VS. BOOKS:
WHO WILL WIN?
By Joshua Grossman and Kate Romalewski
When you walk into a library, what do you
see? At one time, it was books, organized by
the Dewey Decimal System and listed in a
Card Catalog. Now, libraries are full of
computers, e-readers and other technology.
Libraries can benefit from such technology.
Amalia Butler, the New York Public Library’s
Muhlenberg branch librarian, says, “People in
faraway cities don't have access to books. It
also gives access to a larger amount of
information.” Computers allow libraries to
store more information and access it faster.

Photo: Tobin Bradia-Ortiz

PS11 School Librarian, Colette Starker, likes
technology’s “portability.” E-readers and
tablets are much lighter than printed books
and can hold hundreds of books and
textbooks. Technology helps the environment
by lowering the amount of paper used. It also
allows the student to be more interactive and
creative. Digital books are also cheaper than
printed books.

Although technology is taking over, we still
have to hold on to some old-fashioned stuff. If
technology becomes the main thing in libraries
then people will have their eyes glued to the
technology all day and won’t search for a new
book. As Ms. Starker points out, “It is about
always trying to find a balance.” Otherwise,
print books will become a thing of the past and
technology will take over our way of reading
forever! That would be a bad thing.

On the flip side, technology may be destroying
the true meaning of libraries. Gallup polls
show that people are reading less. According
to Ms. Butler, “Some people think information
on the Internet is better than the information in
books. So, they don't come to libraries
anymore. Yet, information on the Internet can
be wrong.” Although technology is cheaper,
the actual devices are expensive to purchase
and repair. “People won't be able to afford the
Internet service or e-readers. Publishers don't
make as many copies on e-readers, so the
books will be limited,” said Ms. Butler. Also,
these devices can be distracting, cause
eyestrain and headaches and require wi-fi
networks that can be expensive to use.

HEARD AROUND
THE LUNCH ROOM
by Jensen Krebs

May 14: Tuscan Roasted Chicken, Butternut
Squash Ravioli, Toasty Bread Stick, Roasted
Chickpeas with Basil Pesto:
“They make great food!” -Tristan
“I really like the lunch they make.” - Adam
May 19: Chicken Caesar Wrap with Red
Roasted Potatoes:
What's your favorite way to eat chicken?
Answer: "With a fork!" -Tess

Students need to first learn how to read and
develop a love of reading. Ms. Butler believes,
“[Children] should learn how to read and use
an actual book.” Ms. Starker agrees that the
most important purpose of a school library is,
“to supply the students with a wide range of
books” and to “partner with kids and research
new books with them.”

What do you wish you were eating right now?
Answer: "Candy." -Kohana
Why does the menu sometimes list one thing,
but we are served something else?
Answer: "Sometimes we don't have the food
that we need." - Lunch Coordinator
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JOKES OF THE MONTH

11 QUESTIONS
WITH SERENA MUELLER

by Juliette Carasso

By Jensen Krebs

1. What were you doing
just before this interview?

Serena Mueller:
Opening the gate.

2. Why did you want the
job of Assistant Principal?

Because I
love PS11.

3. Do you want to become
a principal some day?
4. What is your favorite
thing about PS 11?

Why was
the king only
a foot tall?
Because he
was a ruler
Why did the
girl need a
ladder to go
to school?

Not soon.
The community.

5. Who is your favorite
student? Is it me? Just kidding.
What is your favorite
Greeting every kid
thing about your job?
in the morning.
6. What is your least favorite
thing about your job?

8. What is your favorite color?

No.
No.

I found Catharine Coats who wore PS 11
pajamas. She likes pajama day because, "you
don't have to change!" Cole Rosenthal got his
pajamas from his grandma at Christmas. He
also likes to wake up
already dressed since
he normally doesn't
go to bed until
10:30p.m. Sophia
Smith goes to bed
even later, 11:00p.m.
She wore her Lord &
Taylor p.j.'s because
she "loves hearts."
Rory Sewell on P.J. Day

Photo: Jack Basma

Thank you, Ms. Mueller!

Some kids wore some really cool pajamas and
some didn’t wear any pajamas at all! Wonder
why? Me too. I went out to investigate.

Green.

10. If you hadn't become a teacher,
what would you be doing?
11. Have you ever littered?

PAJAMA DAY

Grey.

9. If your soul were a color,
what would it be?

Lawyer.
Probably, but
I try not to.

POLL: Would you rather get a shot at
the doctor or go w/o T.V. for a week?
By: Rachel Morehouse Pollers: Hutch Gellert,
Sophie Gordon, Paige Rosenthal, Caroline Stohrer

Some people chose not to wear their jammies. I
tracked down Isaiah Carbone who DID NOT
look like he had just fallen out of bed. I asked
him why he wasn't wearing pajamas. He said,
“because I don’t have to.” Good point. Next, I
asked if he has ever celebrated Pajama Day
before. He said he had, but just didn't want to
this year. He told me he generally likes the day
and so do his friends. Overall, it was a good day
and everybody enjoyed lounging around.

55%	
  
45%	
  

No	
  T.V.	
  

Because it
was a high
school

By Paige Rosenthal

Delivering
bad news.

7. Do you eat rat poison?
Kidding again. Do you have any pets?
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THE MYSTERY OF THE
5th FLOOR BATHROOM

COMEDY DAY
by Kate Romalewski

by Sophie Gordon and Caroline Stohrer

LOL. Tee hee. The Comedy Day joke winners,
had their jokes read over the P.A. system. The
jokes were:
Why can’t you unlock a piano? Because the keys are
inside!
-Zachary Punnoose/Bruno Harris
Why did Dracula divorce his wife? Because she was a
pain in the neck.
-Melvin Nunez

Photo: Lina Fana

CONSTRUCTION: DO NOT ENTER!! Ever
wonder what is lurking behind that sign? It's
been a long time since the renovation of the 5th
floor bathroom began. Students have had to use
the 4th floor bathroom instead. According to
Meryem Bostanci, “It’s really annoying!” Well,
behind that sign, there is new construction going
on, upgrades and new items being added.

Why did the girl stare at the carton of orange juice?
Because it said, “concentrate.”
-Juliette Carasso
If a fire hydrant has H20 on the inside, what does it have
on the outside? K-9 pee.
-Amy Sun
What do you call a fake noodle? An impasta!
-Sophia Volvovsky

Before the renovation, the bathroom was yellow
with black wooden stalls and no mirrors. Some
of the locks on the doors didn’t even work. Now,
Mr. Bender has chosen a total over-do, with pale
blue tiles, accenting the slightly darker blue
paint. He and Ms. Mueller have also chosen to
get mirrors! One teacher graciously commented,
"It's really nice to have a couple upgrades, so
our school can shine all the brighter."

How did Amy feel about her joke being
picked? “I feel happy because I like my joke to
be shared. It's one of my favorite jokes.”
Comedy runs in her family. Her cousin Richard
is the funniest person she knows but her dad
also sings funny songs to her. Sophia was
also excited. “I’ve never been on the P.A.!” Her
joke “just came to her” while she was thinking
about imposters.

Why don’t we hear any banging or drilling? The
contractors work "secretly” after 6:00 p.m., so
we don't have to be disturbed at all!! How come
only the girls’ bathroom is getting redone? Why
not the teachers’ or boys’?

Few people were participating and supporting
Comedy Day by wearing something funny or
doing funny things. Other than the joke
winners, it seemed like a lot of people weren't
treating it like a special day. Maybe next time
to make it more special, PS11 could do more
to let people know ahead of time to do funny
things or wear something silly on Comedy
Day.

Contest winners

In fact, all the bathrooms on all the floors are set
to be redone the same way. The bathrooms get
renovated automatically every few years as part
of the Dept. of Education’s schedule (isn't that
amazing!). We all desperately wait for the
construction to be done, but now we have some
pieces of the puzzle and can think joyfully of
what’s to come!

Photo: Joshua Grossman
Photo: Lina Fana
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WACKY WEDNESDAY (fiction)
By Jack Basma and Hutchinson Gellert
Bob was twelve years old, a genius, and liked
to make robots in his free time. He also loved
to watch T.V. Bob was a natural born cynic, a
very negative boy. He would program his
robots to do distasteful things, like smash
people’s lunches and plant banana peels for
people to slip on. His favorite T.V. show was,
what else, “Bad Things Happen.”

or turn people into rats. Just then, he noticed
Lucy’s lab coat with a robot design logo on it.
"Hey, are you good with tech?" Quiet as a
mouse, Lucy replied, "Y-yes." Bob said, "I'm tired
of being a villain. Bring me back to the real
world." Though still afraid, Lucy grabbed a 3D
printer, a computer and some pots and pans and
began to smash them with a hammer.
Meanwhile, Bob worked on his own project, a
special elixir. Two days later, Lucy emerged with
a crude machine. “It’s finished,” she said. Bob
tossed her his elixir, "It's an antidote for all the
people I turned into rats.” He turned on the
machine. There was a flash of light and the lid
came off the lab’s garage. Poof! Bob
disappeared! Lucy looked at her new elixir.
"Great. It's going to take forever to return all
these people to their normal selves."

The star of “Bad Things Happen” was Lucian.
It was set in the year 3000. When Lucian was
a kid, he was always getting into trouble and
stealing things. One day, he ran away from
home, broke into an exterminator’s warehouse
to rob it and accidentally fell into a barrel of rat
poison. Now, he had rat-like features and
whoever he touched became a rat in 24 hours!
He just had to put his hands on them for 10
minutes and it was ratsville. On the show, he
would kidnap people and threaten to turn them
into rats if they didn’t give him their money.

Meanwhile, back at Bob’s house, Lucian was
wreaking havoc. He loved being an evil regular
kid and immediately started programming Bob’s
robots to rob banks. What he didn’t know was
that Bob had a birthday coming up. Upon
returning from one of his bank capers, Lucian (as
Bob) walked into his room and saw a note on his
bed that read, “Dear Bob, please come to the
living room.” “Why not,” he thought to himself. As
he entered the living room, he heard a loud,
“SURPRISE!” It was all Bob’s friends and family
throwing him an awesome party. At that moment,
Lucian realized he missed HIS family. Suddenly,
one of his robots went haywire and began
destroying the place. Everyone ran for their lives
as it came after Lucian.

At home, Bob was watching “Bad Things
Happen” while testing out a new dimension
portal machine. Distracted by the show,
instead of plugging it into a normal outlet, he
accidentally plugged it into the cable box.
Unaware, Bob walked into his portal to try it
out and became stuck inside the T.V.
dimension! He and Lucian had switched
places! Bob was now the Ratman Lucian and
Lucian was in Bob’s living room!
Bob found himself in the middle of an episode
where he was extorting money from one of his
victims! Enjoying being a super villain, Bob (as
Lucian) threatened, “If you don’t give me the
money, I’ll turn you into a rat!” This victim was
Lucy, a caring, supportive, hardworking
woman who believed everyone has a good
side. Too scared to speak or even tremble, she
fished out a $200 bill (plenty of those in the
year 3000). Bob snarled and took the money,
but seeing how scared Lucy was, he realized
he didn’t want to be negative or live in a sewer

Just then, Bob flew out of his T.V. using Lucy’s
machine. He started to say, "Home sweet…," but
he spotted Lucian fighting with a giant robot and
screamed, "Want to have your last meal before
we get squashed, dingus?" Lucian replied, "It
ain't gonna be our last." Out of nowhere, Lucian
pulled out an object with the word “Bot-b-gone”
on it. Then, he got out a match, lit the object and
(cont’d. page 6)
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Wacky Wednesday (Con’t.)
chucked it at the robot's chest, crying, "I don't
know about us, but YOUR last meal will be
something I call ‘Bot-b-gone!’ Bon appetit!"
There was a burst of light and the robot
disintegrated.
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THE POWER OF THE PEN!
Update: Last edition, the PS 11 Paper wrote
a thrilling and informative article that was a
call to action for readers to recycle, refrain
from littering and keep our streets clean.
The article pointed
out that our corner
trash cans fill up
and allow garbage
to overflow on the
street and blow
around. Recently,
we noticed this
n e w, e n c l o s e d
addition to the
corner of 21st and
8th Avenue!

After sharing their adventures, and doing a lot
of explaining to Bob’s parents, Lucian was
eager to get back to T.V. life, where things
made sense. He said goodbye and used
Lucy’s machine to re-enter the T.V. Upon
returning, he felt his pocket and found a
strange bottle with a silvery liquid in it, a
parting gift from Bob.
He took a tiny little pinch and licked it, as a rat
would do. His buck teeth decreased in
seconds, his torn up shirt felt like a big dress
and his fur dropped to the ground. Looking at
his hands and feet, Lucian discovered he was
now a normal man. Time to find a new show.

NEWS STAFF: Blurbs and photos by: Samara Parmett
We asked the staff, "What is your favorite thing about working on the school newspaper?"
Jensen Krebs:
As Manager, I get
to work on all the
different parts.

Jack Basma:
I like writing
fictional pieces.

Juliette Carasso:
I like the jobs
that we get.

Lina Fana:
I like working
with friends and
taking pictures.

Hutchinson Gellert:
I like knowing that
a lot of the school
will see what we
write.

Sophie Gordon:
Everything!

Roxie Gosfield:
I like working
cohesively.

Joshua Grossman:
It's fun!

Tsering Gutman:
I like the writing,
the texting, and
everything else.

Rachel Morehouse:
I like that I get to be
with my friends.

Tobin Bradia-Ortiz:
I like doing our
assignments.

Samara Parmett:
I like having fun
with friends while
working together.

Kate Romalewski:
I like writing
articles.

Paige Rosenthal:
Making new
friends.

Caroline Stohrer:
It's a lot of fun and
you get to express
your feelings.
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Artist: 2nd Grader, Rohan Ramdhari

Now, it’s your turn! If you have a suggestion for the Joke of the Month, Monthly Poll,
article idea, artwork, poem, comic strip, etc., enter it WITHIN the box below and drop it in
the News Box in the office. Paper staff may consider it for a future issue.

__________________________________________	
  
Full	
  Name
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