Paper

June	
  2015	
  

320	
  West	
  21st	
  St.,	
  NYC	
  

SUMMER IN THE CITY
By Krish Gupta and Jensen Krebs
Wondering what to do with your summer? Read
this. You’ll find suggestions from new movies to
health tips to activities to keep you busy. This is a
handy guide to your summer in New York City.

Week 4: Play mini-golf
at Pier 25.
Week 5: Go to Six
Flags! Less than 1½
hours away. Save $24
by buying tickets
online.

Keep in mind that you need to stay healthy. For
instance, when you go out, wear sunblock to
protect yourself from the sun’s ultra violent (also
known as “ultraviolet”) rays. Try to get some kind
of exercise for one hour a day. Eat something
healthy with every meal. Remember, summer
fruits are out like peaches, apricots and
watermelons. Make sure to drink plenty of water
when you exercise, eat or are out in the heat.

Week 6: Swim for free
at Hamilton Fish
Recreation Center at
the corner of Pitt and
Houston. Two pools for
different ages. Go in
the morning when it’s
less crowded.

You should keep your brain active so your levels
in your next grade won’t drop or may even go up.
Try to work on things you’ll need to know in the
next school year. Ask your teacher for a list. Also,
do one page of your homework packet every day
until it’s done. Get it over with instead of waiting
until the last minute, so you can enjoy the rest of
summer. Fifth grader, Silas Dismond, plans to
work on his middle school homework packet over
the summer. And Audrey Lubitz has set a goal to
finish her entire packet by halfway through the
summer. Use the rest of the time to learn a new
hobby, sport, instrument or some phrases of a
new language.

Photo: Jensen Krebs

Week 7: See The Fantastic Mr. Fox for free in
Riverside Park South (August 13, 8:00, PG).
Week 8: See a Broadway show! Three current
shows are “Pinkalicious: The Musical,” “The
Gazillion Bubble Show,” and “Blue Man Group.”
Week 9: Take a trip to Governor’s Island. It’s totally
renovated with new attractions.
Week 10: Visit a new park. Our favorites are
Heckscher Playground and Sheep Meadow, both
in Central Park.

If you need some ideas for summer fun and your
mind comes up blank, here is a weekly guide for
what to do for each of the ten weeks of summer:

Silas plans to have at least 3 pool parties. Audrey
is excited to go to Governor’s Island. She goes
there yearly. If you would like to see a movie, here
is a list of family movies coming out this summer:
Shaun the Sheep (PG), Fantastic Four (PG-13),
Pixels (PG-13), Ant-Man (Unrated), Minions (PG),
Max (PG), Batkid Begins (PG), Inside Out (PG),
Jurassic World (PG-13), Tomorrow Land (PG),
Avengers: Age of Ultron (PG-13).

Week 1: Buy the summer pass at Bowlmor and
play 3 games for free every single day.
Week 2: Sign up for summer camp. Check for last
minute weekly availability at Asphalt Green or
Chelsea Piers or try a day camp like tennis
lessons at Equinox.

DON’TS - Don’t play with matches. Don’t go
anywhere without adult supervision. Stay away
from any three-leafed plant because it may be
poison ivy. Don’t watch too much T.V. Balance it
out with other activities.

Week 3: Make up a new game. We made up a
game called “Water Splash.” Get 2 friends and a
bucket. One person is “it” and fills the bucket with
water. That person chases the others and tries to
splash them with the water. If you get wet, you’re
it!

Follow these instructions and you’ll have a great,
productive summer!

1	
  

Paper

June	
  2015	
  

320	
  West	
  21st	
  St.,	
  NYC	
  

MOVING ON
By Audrey Lubitz and Sebastian Lee Pederson
Are you ready to move on to Middle School? Well… you might not be, but the fifth graders are! They
celebrated their time at P.S.11 at the Moving On ceremony on June 18th. In the auditorium, some parents
looked proud and some had tears in their eyes. The students’ emotions ranged from happy to nervous to
sad. Even Mr. Bender seemed to tear up at times.
One of the most appreciated moments was Mr. Fier’s slide show of memories throughout the fifth
graders’ elementary years. There were many laughs, “oooh’s” and “awww’s.” Afterwards, students
received hugs and kisses from their parents. Then, it was time for cake! Tables with white and blue
tablecloths and vanilla cake with vanilla frosting were set up outside. Everyone seemed happy as they
munched down on cake and students took pictures with their families and favorite staff members.
Ready to move on to the next adventure in their lives, here’s what some had to say about their time at
our cool school:
Question: What's the funniest memory you have at P.S.11?
“One year, a fellow student always moved to black on the behavior chart. One day, he was on green for
the entire day until another kid pointed it out to the teacher. Our teacher said, ‘That's not right,’ and
moved him directly to black, skipping yellow, orange, and red.” - Alex Judd
“A kid slipping on his butt while dancing on the roof.” - Catharine Coats
“A student entered class and asked our teacher, ‘When are we going to the park?’ Then, after every
sentence the teacher said, the same kid kept saying, ‘Park, park, park!’" - Oliver Hendrych.
Question: Who taught you the most at P.S.11?
“Mrs. Blinder.” - Alex Judd
“Ms. Yuhas.” - Nadia Siddiqui
“The older kids.” - Catharine Coats
“Ms. Kusinski.” - Oliver Lang
Question: Where is the most comfortable spot
at P.S.11?
“Mrs. Blinder’s couch.” - Alex Judd
“Cafeteria.” - Oliver Lang
“Library.” - Meryem Bostanci
Question: What advice do you have for the
students coming behind you next year?
“Do your work independently and
concentrate because in fifth grade there's no
tolerance for misbehavior.” -Alex Judd
“Concentrate on your work and try not to be a trouble maker.” - Anya Wester
“If you work hard and focus, it will pay off.” - Catharine Coats
“Be yourself and don't let other people's judgment affect you.” - Meryem Bostanci
Question: What are you looking forward to
next year?
“New friends and more freedom.” - Alex Judd
“Different programs.” - Oliver Lang
“Being in a jazz club.” - Meryem Bostanci

Photo: Owen Kivett

Question: What do you want to be when you grow up?
“Architect.” - Alex Judd
“Surgeon.” - Anya Wester
“Neurosurgeon.” - Nadia Siddiqui
“Engineer/scientist.” - Oliver Hendrych.
“MLB Player or YouTube Gamer.” – Oliver Lang
“Neurologist.” - Meryem Bostanci

Some people started P.S. 11 in Pre-K and others started later on, but everyone seems to have had such
a great experience and an amazing chance to have one of the best educations you could start out with.
You might have some bad days, but overall, no matter what grade you are in, you are going to have a
great time here.
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THE MYSTERY OF DANCE DAY
By Gabe Versiani
Dance Day is different from other school spirit days because it is centered on motion and movement,
while others are centered on clothing and fashion, like Pajama Day, Crazy Clothes Day and
Character Day. The plan is to listen for random P.A. announcements throughout the day, followed by
music and uninhibited dancing.
This dancing event is a relatively new spirit day
to P.S.11. Fifth graders were especially excited
about it because they learned how to ballroom
dance this year. R.J. Maldonado was hoping to
hear some “Whip/Nae Nae,” while Silas
Dismond really likes salsa music.
However, many students in Mrs. Cooper’s class
and Ms. Kusinski’s class were puzzled by
Dance Day. For some unknown reason, there
were no songs playing in either class. Some 2nd
graders also reported that no music played in
their classroom. Music seems to have been
played in some classrooms, as first graders
from Ms. Nusblat’s class reported enjoying
some tunes.
Photo: Staff
	
  
My opinion on this is that they should have played songs for all of our classes. I am a bit puzzled by
this scenario. Possibilities for why there were no songs playing are that our speakers are broken, we
weren’t in class at the time, or they just didn’t play any music (unlikely, since some reported hearing
the songs).
All in all, many children were disappointed when Dance Day didn’t happen as expected. Personally, I
would have loved doing “the Whip/ Nae Nae” all over school.

POLL QUESTION:
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE SUBJECT?
Poll Manager - Maya Vaknin

Pollers - Eva Genesi, Krish Gupta, Audrey Lubitz, Maya Vaknin, Gabe Versiani
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FIELD DAY
By August Benedikt

Photos: Jensen Krebs

Field Day was June 12, 2015. On Field Day, we ran, threw, and ate! They even served ice
cream sandwiches—one of my favorite parts of the day. Yum! One of my favorite contests
was the one where you had to run and fill up a bowl with water as quick as you could!
Another one of the contests was where you had to run across a series of hoops and throw a
beanbag into a crate! It was really fun.
If you missed Field Day this year, don’t worry. It’s an annual event, so watch out for Field
Day 2016!
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JOKES OF THE MONTH

11 QUESTIONS
WITH… MR. NICHOLS

By Dan Ricotta

By Eva Genesi

Why did the
fungi leave
the party?

1. Do you have children? If so, what are their
names and ages?
A. Yes. Her name is Riley and she's 3.

Because there
wasn’t much-room!

2. What is your favorite thing to teach: Biking,
swimming, or soccer?
A. Swimming.

Why did the
farmer bathe
in his field of
corn?

3. What is your favorite vacation spot?
A. Costa Rica.
4. What is your favorite sport?
A. Basketball.

Because his
parents told him
to wash behind
his ears!

5. What is your favorite team in that sport?
A. New York Knicks.

ON A SCALE OF 1-10
HOW MUCH DO YOU
LIKE SCHOOL LUNCH?

6. Who is your favorite Knicks player?
A. Carmelo Anthony.
7. Who inspired you to become a gym teacher?
A. Mr. Bompane, my gym teacher.

by Landon White
“Sometimes 9, others 5. Lunch could be good
and bad.” – Luca

8. Where did you go to college?
A. Stetson University.

“I would say 9 because I love lasagna!
Otherwise, it’s a -5.” – Gabriel

9. What was your
dream job as a kid?
A. Professional surfer.

“Fifteen because I love their beans.” – Ian

10. Is there a junk food
you really like to eat?
A. Yes! M & M’s.

“I would say 10+ because I love mashed
potatoes. I beg everyone for them.” – Isabelle
“I don’t think it’s a 10, but it’s what we’ve got,
right?” – Caroline

11. What is your
favorite book?
A. The Catcher in
the Rye.
Thank you, Mr. Nichols!

Photo: Jensen Krebs
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BECAUSE OF JAMAICA (Fiction)
by Owen Kivett and Alua Zhanuzakova
I knew I would regret this. It all started at the
beginning of my 6th grade year. There was a
new kid named Jamaica and there was
something different about her. She never hung
out with anyone. She only came to school 3
days a week, and she had the strangest
yellow-flecked eyes. I was the only one she
spoke to and it was usually to ask me about
my amulet. I found it in the attic among my
grandfather’s old Navy stuff and I’d been
wearing it around my neck ever since. I had
seen Jamaica disappear into an old,
abandoned house on our block before. I knew
she was up to mischief, so one day, I followed
her inside.

They laughed and answered, “WHEN PIGS
FLY!”
Soon, the stepsisters received a note that read,
“Tomorrow night, there is a party in town. You are
invited.” Of course, I wasn’t allowed to go. I had
to stay home and work. The evil ladies dressed
up and left, giving me a list of chores. As I began
my work, a little pixie fairy suddenly appeared
and asked me if I needed help. “Yes, please,” I
replied. The fairy gave me a tuxedo, some
money for the party and a special scepter with a
glowing crystal in it.
I went to the party. Everybody thought I was
handsome and said they would give me anything
I wanted. My stepsisters were there and even
they didn’t recognize me. I decided then and
there that I had had enough. I returned home
and got to work constructing panels made of
sheet metal, bolts and screws. I used wire to
attach them to our herd of pigs we kept in the
yard. Just as my stepmother and stepsisters
came out to find me, I swirled my magic scepter
above the robo-pigs, and suddenly, they began
to fly, hovering 40 feet above the house!

It was a 4 story house, so there was a big
search and it took a long time. The wooden
floor creaked as I walked past wardrobes and
creepy chests. At the end of a hall on the first
floor, I found a set of double doors which led to
a spiraling staircase all the way down to a
basement. Slowly, step by step, I went down,
and at the last step there was a blinding flash
When my eyes focused, I saw Jamaica with a
fuzzy book. She shouted, “Today, I play.
Tomorrow, there’ll be sorrow!” At these words,
my head got foggy and everything went black.

“Wow, that’s so amazing,” said the sisters. I
replied, “A deal’s a deal. No more work!” But
while we were all admiring the flying pigs, my
stepmother stole my scepter. I tried to follow her,
but I was overcome with sleepiness. I went into
my stepsisters’ beautiful room and lay down to
sleep in their fancy bed. When I awoke, there
were no stepsisters, no fairy, and no beautiful
room. I was back in my plain old bed. I slowly
remembered the old house, the basement and
Jamaica. Looking down, I noticed it. My amulet
was gone.

I awoke in my bed, but this was not my normal
bed. I was on the floor in front of an old
fireplace and someone was shouting at me. It
was my stepmother, which is weird because I
don’t have a stepmother. She looked familiar,
but I couldn’t put my finger on it. Maybe it was
her yellow eyes. She told me to get to work
making breakfast for her and my stepsisters.
After cooking, I tried to eat a bite for myself,
but they ordered me to start cleaning. I
scrubbed the floors, gathered firewood and
swept the chimney.

Across town, in her secret hideout, Jamaica
giggled. “I finally got the gem,” she said. “I can
use its magical powers to take over the world!
Mwaa haha.”

Exhausted, I went to my stepsisters and
asked, “When will I ever be able to stop all of
this work and have a life of my own?”
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SPORTS IN THE CITY: URBAN VS. SUBURBAN
By Nina Harris
Do you ever wonder what sports people play in suburban schools? According to students and coaches
from both city schools and suburban schools, the sports they play are very different. It could be because
suburban schools have more space for fields or the weather is different. In other cases, it might be
because they have different amounts of money to spend on equipment or it could just be that they
happen to like different sports.
For example, in P.S.11, we learn sports like soccer and swimming, but in other schools they might play
something totally different. Maggie Harris lives in suburban Painesville, Ohio. The main sports played in
her school are “volleyball and football.” They have “two whole football fields” right behind their school and
boys in 4th through 8th grade play on their own teams.
Students at P.S. 11 are very lucky to have a
pool that allows us to learn and practice
swimming. Most elementary schools do not
have pools, but it seems that volleyball is
popular in the suburbs because both Maggie
Harris and Clara Etnoyer, who lives in
Charleston, South Carolina, play volleyball at
their schools. Clara also mentioned that they
do gymnastics in their school and have “mats
and bars and everything for gymnastics.”
Furthermore, Anna Etnoyer, also living in
Charleston, attends a different school from
her sister and plays different sports. Anna
plays tennis on a court at her school. The
warmer weather in South Carolina lets them
play tennis outdoors almost all year.
Photo: Nina Harris

Here in New York, we do not play so much football or tennis, at least not in elementary school, but the
sport that seems to be played in both the suburban and city schools is soccer.
According to P.S. 11 student, Madeleine O'Neill, the main sports that they play are soccer, swimming and
biking. “I really wish we played softball in P.S.11, but we do not have a field for softball, football, or even
soccer. We have a mini basketball court in the gym, but that is all.” She added that there are individual
classes offered as after school activities, though they don’t have a team in order to play against other
schools.
There are many differences between urban and suburban sports and many different reasons for that, but
we all learn different sports that we enjoy and make friends on the teams we play. These are all skills we
can use for later in life.
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FEATURED ARTWORK

by Sebastian Lee Pederson
th
June 25 - Meet your teacher day: Exciting!
June 26th - Last day of school: YAY!
July 4th - Independence Day! Have your
rockets ready!
August 2nd - Exact middle of summer vacation!
September 7th - Labor Day: Last weekend of
summer, have fun fun fun!
September 9th - First day of school!

Artist: Sophia Lee, 4th Grade

WEATHER
by Sebastian Lee Pederson
Last Days of School:
Tuesday: 93° High, 69° Low, PM Thunderstorms
Wednesday: 85° High, 67° Low, Sunny
Thursday: 80° High, 66° Low, PM Showers
Friday: 72° High, 63° Low, Few Showers
Blue Moon (two full moons in one month, on
July 2 and July 31! This only happens about
once every 2.7 years).

NEWS STAFF: Blurbs by Dan Ricotta, Photos by Alua Zhanuzakova
Staff Rantings…

Jensen Krebs:
Do your best!

August Benedikt:
August the
Awesome!

Eva Genesi:
Keep calm!
Summer's almost
here!

Krish Gupta:
Hey, everybody!
I'm cool.

Nina Harris:
Laughter is an
instant vacation.

Owen Kivett:
Me awesome!

Audrey Lubitz:
The blurb stops
with me!

Sebastian Lee
Pederson:
I love being
inspirational!

Ninaya Pierre-Louis:
Cool Girl!

Thomas Pierre-Louis:
Me cool!

Dan Ricotta:
Goomba stomp!

Maya Vaknin:
Be dreamy, not
schemey.

Gabe Versiani:
Hello, I'm great.

Landon White:
Cool Guy!

Alua Zhanuzakova:
Hi!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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