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Play It Safe
BY ANSEL KREBS

Always want to go to the park after school because it is the most fun
thing you could ever do? Did you
know that it could also be the most
dangerous thing you do all day?
Playgrounds have a good side and a
bad side.
Playgrounds are fun and good for
kids! You can sit and read, feel like
you’re hanging in mid-air on the
monkey bars, ride on the swings
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and feel the wind in your hair or
“wheeeeeee” your way down the
slide. Sometimes, there is a blacktop and you can ride your bike. You
can play with your friends, and it
may even help you learn to get along
well with others. It passes the time
and is also good exercise. According to Care.com, exercise builds up
concentration and alertness. It “releases endorphins, which are the

feel-good chemicals that act on the
brain as natural tranquilizers. Studies have shown that endorphin-rich
movement improves mental focus
and cognitive skills.” Thus, if you
exercise at a school playground, later, you will be able to concentrate
better on your schoolwork. School
playgrounds exist because, at recess,
you play. Recess is so you can take
a break from school. If playgrounds
didn’t exist, we would just be sitting
around at recess.
Playgrounds can also be bad. According to the Center for Disease
Control, playground injuries at
school are the leading cause of injury
to children ages 5 to 14. You could
get injured by snagging your hoodie
and choking, falling and knocking
the air out of your lungs, hitting your
head, or breaking a bone. Most injuries occur when a child falls from
the equipment onto the ground. And
more girls than boys get injured. To
avoid all of this, make sure you do
not have loose threads on your clothing, especially while going down a
slide. If there is no padding on the
ground, you should pick a new playground to visit. Make sure the playground is safe and hazard free. If
there is a hazard at school, report it
to the principal.
In the past, a P.S. 11 kindergartner
got her coat snagged on the slide.
Once, a second-grader was playing
on the monkey bars and fell off and
broke her arm, so she missed the
continued on page 2
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Playgrounds continued

2nd grade show. Did you know that
our current playground is around 13
years old? P.S. 11 recognized some
problems, so they put a padded
floor and they blocked off the broken slides. They never replaced the
equipment because they were planning to rebuild it anyway.
Now, P.S. 11 is going to build a new
playground. The school is going to

replace the whole jungle gym where
the slides are. Google has agreed to
sponsor the new playground. They
will replace the jungle gym because,
according to Principal Bender, “we
need safer equipment.” The school
is waiting for approval from Google
and is hoping to build it in the spring.
Make sure you follow the safety
rules and have fun without taking a
trip to the hospital.

The Science of Snowflakes
BY MAXWELL TUNG

Do you ever wonder why all snowflakes are different? Apparently,
there are different types of snowflakes such as column crystals,
flat plate with branchlike, crystalPHOTO BY LILA JENOVA DUPUY

line arms. The most classic type is
branchlike.
Scientists call snowflakes snow
“crystals” because they form from
water droplets and ice crystals. A
water droplet attaches to ice crystals and then creates an even larger, symmetrical crystal. This is why
all snowflakes are six-sided. This is
how it’s lined up to form a hexagon.
As the snow crystals float down
from the sky, they each go through
different clouds, temperature, humidity and dust to form their different shape and pattern. Temperature
causes the main change in shape
and pattern of ice crystals.
Meteorologists think that there are
one trillion different types of snowflakes. The next time you look at a
snowflake, can you tell what shape it is?

JOKES of the MONTH
BY ALESSANDRA VIGNONE

My friend told me
a joke about a dull
pencil.
A: He said it was
pointless.
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What keeps rock stars
cool?
A: Their fans.

Why was the picture
sent to jail?
A: It was framed.

A PEEK AT

MR. BENDER
BY ANASTASIA VATIS
JANUARY 26, 8:25 AM

P.S. 11 Paper: What are you
doing?
Mr. Bender: Helping staff
members choose wigs for
Superhero Day.
P.S. 11 Paper: Who are you?
Mr. Bender: Ms. Gregov and I are
K & G superhero partners. I’m
“K” and she’s “G.”
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THE PROBLEM
SOLVERS
BY SENECA WALSH
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Women’s Rights
Matter
BY AVERY BALLANTYNE

Screaming chants, signs up, people
marching all for women’s rights.
This was the women’s march in New
York City on Saturday, January 20th.
It was an extremely exciting, important popular march that had over
200,000 people this year.
This march is all about women getting the same rights as men. There
were also signs like, “Never underestimate the power of women,” and
“When women stick together they
can accomplish incredible things.”
A very popular sign that seemed to
be a lot of participants’ favorite sign
said, “To all the little girls watching:
Never doubt that you are valuable
and deserving of every chance and
opportunity in the world.”
There were also a lot of chants
from the crowd.
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A lot of people were marching for
a specific reason. Katie Curley said
she was marching because she’s
“seen progress with women and men
speaking out for equality and progress with people holding their government representatives accountable
to make change. Overall, people are
using their vote as a voice.” A participant named Abby, who happened to
be a third-grade teacher in Brooklyn,
said she was marching for her students because she “wanted them to
know that they all matter.”
There were a lot of surprising
things. Ruby Lahana, a third-grader
at P.S. 11, said, “I didn’t expect that
many people. Also, there were boos
when we passed Trump Tower.”
This march showed the American
people that women’s rights matter,
and we are going to try to make
progress in women’s rights!

1: Why do kids bully other
kids?
Answer: Sometimes, others
have been bullied by people
and they want to take out their
anger or sadness on other
kids. Kids sometimes bully
because they are influenced
by other people’s actions and
words. Other times, kids just
don’t know how to control
their feelings. Also, they may
have seen situations like that
on T.V. and think bullying is
acceptable. If you see people
getting bullied, the best thing
to do is to tell a grown up. If
you are the one who is being
bullied, you should go talk to
someone you trust. Staying
silent will never help.
2: I have a friend who has
been acting different around
me (not in a good way). What
should I do?
Answer: I think you should tell
them what you think and then
ask them why they are acting
this way. Honesty is the best
policy.
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er!” When asked why
she chose that superhero, her answer was,
“Well, I chose this
because I thought of
things I love and things
that give me strength,
and I love 3rd-graders and they give me
strength.”
After finding out that
ALL of the 3rd grade
teachers were dressing
as the same thing, Ms.
Bouchard was asked,
“why are all the 3rd
grade teachers dressing
alike?”
“Because we decided collectively that we
PHOTO BY KARINA GUPTA love 3rd-graders and
they give us strength!”
It seems that Create
Your Own Superhero
BY NINA COHEN
Day had a positive effect on the students and
Superhero Day! You might think
Third-grade teacher, Ms. Bouchstaff. Will there be a Superhero Day
it means to dress up as your favorard, was, “A Super 3rd Grade Teachagain next year?
ite superhero but not here! Here at
P.S. 11, you have to create your own
superhero! No weapons allowed
because we are a kind and gentle
school, after all.
BY CARMEN LACOSTA KOLSRUD
What made Superhero Day special
is that NO ONE was the same thing. Imagine being in a self-driving car.
California and Michigan. Research
NO ONE, except the 3rd-grade What would the car look like? What is also happening in European cities
teachers that is! More on that lat- would it feel like? But perhaps the like Belgium, France and Italy. Gerer. Akshay, from 3-509, was “Super biggest questions for our generation: many, the Netherlands and Spain are
Sense.” Max was “The Telepathic When will it be a reality? And will no now testing robotic cars.
Banana.” Sam was “Super Amazing more driver’s licenses be required?
Because of these motor vehicle adColossal Tuxedo Man.” Maya was
In 1987, several major automobile vancements, we won’t have to worry
“Owl Girl.”
companies did research and testing
about crashing into another car beStanding at the gate greeting ev- on self-driving cars. Toyota, Audi, cause of our phone.
eryone with a smile were Mr. Bender, Google and even some universities
Fifth-graders today will likely be
wearing a purple wig and antennae conducted this research. Almost 20 the first generation to see and expethat said, “K&G,” and Ms. Gregov, years later, in 2013, four U.S. states
rience self-driving cars. What will
wearing the same except for a pink are now permitting autonomous cars.
we use as identification without a
wig!
These states are Nevada, Florida,
continued on next page

Superhero Day

Self-Driving Cars
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driver’s license? And who wants a
self-driving car? Most kids seem to
be eager for them, mainly for safety and fun. But some worry it might
take them to the wrong place and
worry that they won’t be safe enough.
As we get older, the world becomes
more technologically advanced and
the self-driving car is programmed
to go the exact speed you need to go.
Bianca, a fifth-grader at P.S. 11,
said, “If we didn’t have a driver’s
license, the streets wouldn’t be safe
because someone can run over another person and they won’t know it.

And they wouldn’t know where they
are going.”
If you were to get pulled over by
the police, the officer wouldn’t know
if you’re prepared to be a driver and
if you are a responsible citizen.
Mark Day, owner of a Land Rover
Discovery (HSE Luxury), says he’s
been driving for 20 years now and
got his driver’s license when he was
16. His Land Rover is a new and improved car that can lift 5 inches high
and low so if it’s snowing outside or
there is a flood, he can simply just
push a button and be safe. Also, if he

falls asleep at the wheel, the car vibrates and drives itself.
So what do you think about
self-driving cars and no drivers licenses?
PHOTO RESEARCH BY KARINA GUPTA

Spot the Difference
The second photo has five differences. Can you spot them?
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Questions
with...
Ms.Blonder

great process because
it teaches students to
slow down, that we can
always go back and fix
things, and it’s one of the
best ways I know of to
communicate about who
we are.

GUM:
A Sticky
Subject
BY TEDDY KENNELL

6. What do you like about
teaching second grade?
Second grade is usually
a year when kids make a
big change. They start to
be able to express their
big ideas on their own and
they learn how to become
more independent. I love
PHOTOS BY ALEJANDRA GARCIA
watching and helping that
change happen!
1. Have you ever taught at a
different school?
7. Has anything surprised you
Yes! I’ve actually taught at 4 other
about P.S. 11?
schools.
Haha. I’ve never been in a school
with so many different staircases to
2. How many years have you been
choose from, and I’m amazed at my
teaching?
students for knowing the right ones
I started teaching in 1999, but
to take!
stopped in 2010 when I had my first
baby. Since then, I have tutored but
8. Have you ever taken over a
not been a classroom teacher again
class in the middle of the year
until now.
before?
No!
3. Where do you live?
The West Village.
9. What other grades have you
taught and what is your favorite?
4. What do you like about P.S. 11?
I have taught 1st and 3rd, but 2nd is
I really love that, even though the
my favorite!
school is so big and there are
so many students, it feels like a
10. What is your favorite hobby?
community. Also, the kids are pretty
I love to take barre classes (it’s
amazing!
exercise), and I love to bake.
5. What is your favorite subject to
teach and why?
I love teaching writing because I’ve
always loved to write, myself. It’s a

11. Do you have kids?
Yes! I have a 7-year-old boy named
Brando and a 3 1/2-year-old boy
named Bodhi.

BY ELIZA WEISS
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Chewing gum is something that almost everyone likes to do. Here, in
North America, bubble gum is SO
popular that kids reportedly spend
about $500 million a year on it.
And worldwide, people chew about
200 million pounds of it.
But as popular as gum is, it is
NOT allowed at P.S. 11. So why is
gum such a sticky subject at school?
According to the P.S. 11 website,
candy and gum are #1 on the “Prohibited Items” list: “These items
are extremely disruptive and create problems for students.” Maybe
the school is worried kids might
fight over it, or chew it too loudly,
or blow bubbles in class. Or maybe
kids might not throw it away properly, or it could get stuck in someone’s hair or clothes.
However, many people argue that
chewing gum in school is a GOOD
idea because it helps reduce stress
and improves concentration. Gum
also tastes good. The American
Dental Association, which is made
up of professional dentists, says
that sugar-free gum is good for you
and helps protect your teeth. But it
should be noted that regular bubble
gum is not considered healthy because it’s made mostly of sugar.
Robert Burton, a school aid at P.S.
11, says he agrees with the school
policy because gum is sticky and it
ends up everywhere. He said that
he has sat in gum before and that
continued on next page
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GUM continued

grownups are not allowed to chew
gum in school, either.
William Goldsman, a 3rd-grader at
P.S. 11, said that a teacher told him
that gum isn’t allowed in school because it’s a choking hazard. According to KidsHealth.org, choking on
gum is rare but can happen.

A common myth is that if you
swallow gum, it will stay in your
stomach for a week before it gets digested. But that’s not true! According
to KidsHealth.org, human stomachs
cannot break down gum in the same
way it breaks down other food, but
gum will pass through the human
body with no issues.
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Students Wow the Audience
at the Enrichment Show!
BY ADNAN ADZEMOVIC

The enrichment program at P.S. 11
allows students to select one extra
class that they can participate in for
part of the year. Some examples of
enrichment include, American sign
language, chicken coop, braiding,
cursive handwriting, Zumba, sea
creatures, and lots more!
7
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At the January 12 Family Friday,
families were able to visit their
child’s kindergarten through second
grade enrichment class. In the auditorium, families were treated to a
spectacular dance and music show.
The first performance was kindergarten students dancing to the song,
“Peanut Butter Jelly Time.” These
crazy, young students had so much

MASTHEAD
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Gabe Kennell

fun, and they had the whole audience laughing. Bravo to the kindergartners! Next up were the students
from the Spanish enrichment class.
They sang two songs in Spanish
without any background accompaniment. They sounded clear and fantastic. Muy bien! The Zumba group
danced in a circle to the song, “Can’t
Stop the Feeling.” They dabbed and
were insanely awesome!
The sign language class had a
song playing while they translated
the lyrics into American sign language. How cool that they could
sign all those words with their
hands! The most energetic performance of the morning was when the
break dancers did the helicopter, the
baby freeze, and more, to the song
“Walk This Way.” They were smiling and were just amazing! The final act were the hula dancers. They
wore flower leis and danced in such
a peaceful way. Their performance
was so relaxing. Ahhh…
On a scale of 1-10, spectators in
the audience all agreed that the enrichment show was a 10!! P.S. 11
students love the enrichment classes. They say that the classes give
them a chance to meet students in
different classes and to learn from
a different teacher. Plus, they all declare that enrichment is super fun!
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Chelsea Chessmates
Rock the MLK Day
Tournament!
BY MEERA BANDREDDI
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think through the moves and played
well. The best thing that Charlotte, a
third-grader, likes about chess is taking her opponent’s queen. Sabella,
also a third-grader, loves chess because of the level of focus. Both of
PUZZLE ANSWERS

DECODER
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY
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team, likes checking his opponent’s
king to checkmate. Indira and Anya,
from second grade had a lot of fun
at the tournament. Their favorite
round was the second round because
both of them took a lot of time to

nuts, and lots of yummy snacks.
There will also be a grandmaster
with whom you can take pictures and
get books on his or her strategies.
Most importantly, there will be a lot
of CHESS Fun!!
SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
Paper bowl over the 2005 trophy
“Sweet” magnet added
Magnetic Whiteboard Eraser added
Short trophy in the middle was removed
Tape dispenser on top shelf

Do you know what the best part of
Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK) Day
at P.S. 11 is? It’s the MLK Day Chess
Tournament!
P.S. 11 hosted 42 school teams who
registered across various categories.
The tournament had 5 sections for
different rated players and 4 rounds
for each section.
The P.S. 11 team, The Chelsea
Chessmates, had a large and strong
team of 26 players participating in
K-5 [under 600 rating], K-5 [under 1000], and K-12 reserve [under
1500]. We had players from each
grade. Chess is really popular across
all grades in P.S. 11!!!
The Chelsea Chessmates made
a fantastic effort in the face of stiff
competition. Michael Rubinov won
2nd place in the under 1500 category.
Sisters, Hilda and Hilmay, won medals in their respective categories. P.S.
11 won 5th place in the K-5 [under
600] category and 4th place in the
K-5 [under 1000] category.
Michael Rubinov, a fifth-grader,
loves chess because it is a game that
helps you think strategically, and he
loves the challenges. He wants to become a grandmaster. Hilda and Hilmay love chess because they get to
learn fun tactics and puzzles. Both
of them want to work harder and
get better at chess so that the P.S.
11 team gets more trophies. Elliott,
one of the youngest players on the

them want to work hard and get their
rating above 1000.
You don’t have to be a chess pro to
join the team. Coach Aaron is always
ready to give advice and coaching
to those who wish to play chess. For
example, he encourages all players to take their time to think about
each move and to always notate their
games so they can review and learn
from them.
If you missed the MLK Day chess
tournament, don’t worry. P.S. 11 is
hosting more chess tournaments for all
chess lovers on February 4 and beyond.
There will be pizza, hot dogs, do-
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Third Grade
Wax Museum
BY ADNAN ADZEMOVIC

On January 17, P.S. 11 was filled
with famous people! There were

politicians, athletes, scientists, and authors! For a
third grade biography unit,
students got to transform
themselves into the person
they were studying and become a part of the wax museum.
A quick walk around the
wax museum, and one could
see Albert Einstein, Hillary Clinton, Harry Houdini, Simone Biles and Alexander Hamilton.
There were so many wax characters!
These third-graders worked so
hard to bring their characters to
(wax) life. First, they had to pick who
they wanted to be and then learn all
about that person by going on the Internet to read an article or by reading
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books. Then, they had to plan how
to make their poster board, add facts
about their person’s life and achievements, and decorate the board. Next,
they had to write a one-minute
speech to introduce themselves as
their character. To make sure they
would be ready to present, they had
to write their speech notes on cards
and rehearse. The last part was that
they had to dress up so that they look
just like their character.
The wax museum is an amazing
learning event at P.S. 11. Parents got
to meet and learn about all those famous people, but the best part was to
see those third-graders really get into
their character and have fun while
actually learning. That’s just really
cool!

Teacher Seekers: How Schools
Find Educators for Today
BY ELSA MORONEY

Have you ever wondered how that
person who teaches you 6 hours a day
got there? There is a whole process
behind it! Learn all about the hidden
process behind how new teachers get
hired.
When a future teacher graduates
college, they will have had some experience in the field to get a job. Ms.
Friedgood, a new teacher at P.S. 11
said, “I got my undergrad degree in
education from Syracuse and a master’s degree from Touro.” College professors will typically send students
into classrooms to learn from other
teachers. Then, when they are out of
college, they may get a small job such
as working as a substitute or an aide
in a classroom.
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In New York City, the first step to
finding a teaching job is usually to
submit an online application. Before
you do this, a you should have grades,
résumés and a response to three essay
questions. Next, if you get accepted,
you will have to look around for open
jobs in the city. Teachers can apply
to anything that interests them. They
can do this in various ways:
The New Teacher Finder: This
method is a website where a teacher
can connect with principals who are
looking for new teachers.
Recruitment Events: A teacher can
visit fairs or other events to meet with
principals looking for teachers in person.
Ms. Friedgood found P.S. 11, “because Ms. Berkowitz is my friend
and she loves working here and I have
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heard many good things about it as
well.”
The next step in your process, if you
are accepted to a school, would be to
start planning your start date. You
will receive specific instructions on
what to bring and what to do.
Now, you know how it works! You
know how your teacher got their job.
Do you want to be a teacher one day?

