Essay Assignment for “The Scarlet Ibis”
Choose from one of the following prompts:

1) Read the poem which follows, then answer the question:  What advice does “Woman with Flower” seem to offer the narrator of “the Scarlet Ibis”?  Do you agree with the message of the poem?

Woman with Flower

By Naomi Long Madgett

I wouldn’t coax the plant if I were you.

Such watchful nurturing may do it 

      harm.

Let the soil rest from so much digging

And wait until it’s dry before you water

      it.

The leaf’s inclined to find its own 

     direction;

Give it a chance to seek the sunlight for

     itself.

Much growth is stunted by too careful

      prodding.

Too eager tenderness.

The things we love we have to learn to

      leave alone.
2) The author William Faulkner, in his acceptance speech for the Nobel Prize (December 10, 1950)  defined good literature as about: http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1949/faulkner-speech.html  

“the problems of the human heart in conflict with itself which alone can make good writing because only that is worth writing about, worth the agony and the sweat. . .

He called for writers to remember this fact in saying:

 “the old verities and truths of the heart, the old universal truths lacking which any story is ephemeral and doomed - love and honor and pity and pride and compassion and sacrifice. Until he does so, he labors under a curse. He writes not of love but of lust, of defeats in which nobody loses anything of value, of victories without hope and, worst of all, without pity or compassion. His griefs grieve on no universal bones, leaving no scars. He writes not of the heart but of the glands.”


In many ways, this story is about the narrator’s pride.  What role does his pride play in the story?  Discuss the role pride plays in this story how it is “a seed that bears two vines, life and death,” and the final mention of pride at the climax of the story.  
