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=Future is Now

hy the arts community



Theater

Michelle Lopez and
Alvaro Saar Rios

Michelle Lopez and Alvaro Saar Rios
moved to Milwaukee from Texas a year
ago with one goal in mind: spur the
growth of the (until now tiny) local Latino
theater scene. Both are faculty members
at UWM’s Peck School of the Arts. Saar
Rios is a playwright who co-founded The
Royal Mexican Players theater troupe.
Lopez is a voice and speech expert who
directed “Verseworks” at UWM who's
focused on finding creative ways to
expose the Latino community to theater.
“It’s like (playwright) Luis Valdez said: If
they’re not going to come to the theater,
then we’ll bring the theater to them,”
she says. (RV) Contact: (414) 229-3299 or
lopezi@uwm.edu

Carolina Sozda
As a teen growing up under
dictator Augusto Pinochet’s repressive,
right-wing regime in Chile, Carolina Soza
risked everything to act in an under-
oround rebel theater troupe. Today, she is
of Southeast Wisconsin’ preeminent
na theater directors. She recently
: and and Deliver” at the
Racine Theatre Guild, and now leads an
interactive theater project in which medi-
cal patients play out solutions to their
personalgproblems. “It’s like a rehearsal
for life,” Bays Soza, who stresses her
belief in gllaborations. (RV) Contact:
sozacarolifi @ yvahoo.com
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Abel Cruz

“Sometimes,” Abel Cruz says, “you
don’t have to talk to tell the truth.”
With these few words, Cruz explains the
“why” behind his decision to become

a mime. Born in South Milwaukee in

a Puerto Rican family, Cruz studied at
Mimeistry International in Pasadena,
Calif. (RV) Contact: www.abelcruz.org

Diana Carl
Diana Carl, the Mexican-American
child of Texas-born parents, is tour-
ing the country in the one-woman
shows Late Nite Catechism I, Late
Nite Catechism II and Sister’s
Christmas Catechism. Carl hopes to
see more Latinos in the acting field.
“I don’t know if it’s that Latinos are
shy," she says, "or they don’t con-
sider this a real job." (GA) Contact:
diana@skylightopera.com

David Flores

Maybe in a larger market, an actor
of the caliber of David Flores might
be able to dedicate his time solely to
acting. But in Milwaukee, he needs
a day job. “I call it my day career,”
says Flores, an administrator with
the Milwaukee Housing Authority
for 14 years. Flores has performed in
dozens of productions for The Skylight,
Milwaukee Chamber Theater and
Milwaukee Florentine Opera. (RV)
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