Bible 101:

New Testament 101

Revised December 10, 2010 1:25 PM
Copyright © 2004
Jeff S. Smith
All Rights Reserved
www.electronicgospel.com
Reproductions may be freely made and used, provided proper credit
is given to the author and no charge is ever made in association with
this material without the express written consent of the author.

A Thirteen Lesson Bible Study
by Jeff S. Smith

6. Is the Law of Moses in effect today (Matthew 5:17-18, Galatians 3:21-25,
Hebrews 8:13, Romans 7:1-4)? What law is in effect (Romans 8:2, Galatians
6:2, James 1:25)?
The Law of Moses has been fulfilled as though a tutor had been retired when
the child reached maturity. The perfect law of liberty, of Christ and the Holy
Spirit is now in effect.
7. What does Paul teach about the possibility of apostasy (First Corinthians
10:1-13)?
Like the pilgrims, we may fall if we lose faith or diligence. We must take
heed lest we fall and reject temptation by the power that God affords us.
8. List the four prison epistles.
Colossians, Philippians, Ephesians, and Philemon.
9. What is Paul’s first charge to Timothy (First Timothy 1:3-11)? Did he
relate the same concern to Titus (1:10-16)? List some false brethren Paul
notes (First Timothy 1:18-20, Second Timothy 2:14-19). List two false
doctrines (First Timothy 4:1-5).
Paul wanted both men to confront the false teachers working among them,
including Hymenaeus, Alexander and Philetus, who had made the faith of
some shipwrecked. Doctrines include forbidding eligible people to marry
and commanding abstinence from certain foods.
10. Who wrote the “shorter epistles?
John, Peter and Jude.

Introduction
In centuries earlier than the twenty-first, the Bible was so universally taught
in Western nations that nearly everyone had intimate knowledge of the
basics of Scripture. Sadly, that interest in God’s word has waned mightily
and now even among Christians, the young are more likely to be immersed
in entertainment and recreation than fundamental, divine principles. This
two-part series of studies, Bible 101, is designed to chase away ignorance of
God’s word with an overview of the Bible message.
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11. There are three important clues in the opening three verses of Revelation
that help us to interpret the book. Identify the importance of each:
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Things which must shortly take place: Revelation’s prophecies
quickly went into fulfillment.
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He sent and signified: Revelation is apocalyptic literature–highly
symbolic rather than literal

•

The time is near: the original audience in A.D. 96 would not have to
wait 2000 years to begin seeing relief.

12. What “office” exemplifies the apostasy that occurred after the New
Testament was completed? What were the names of the two men who are
most closely associated with the Protestant Reformation? Was the modern
church of Christ established before 1800 or during that century?
Pope. Martin Luther and John Calvin. Church was established in A.D.
33.
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Lesson 13: Review
1. Why is our savior called Jesus (Luke 2:21, Matthew 1:21-25)? What is the
significance of the name Immanuel (Matthew 1:21-23)?
Jesus, literally means “Savior” and “Immanuel” carries the connotation of
“God with us,” showing his deity.
2. Consider Matthew 7:13-29. What makes the difference between the wise
man and the foolish?
The wise man enters the narrow gate and builds his house on the rock of
Christ, obeying God’s will and resisting the urge to mar his good works with
a tolerance of selfish ones. The foolish man slips through the broad gate and
builds on the shifting sand of self-service and shortsighted indulgence.
3. Read Luke 23:26-47. How was Jesus treated by the Jews, the soldiers and
the criminals being crucified beside him? What did the centurion say when
Jesus breathed his last?
All the people, soldiers and elders mocked Jesus and spat at him, but one of
the criminals repented on the cross. The centurion answered, “Certainly,
this was a righteous man!”
4. The conversation between the resurrected Jesus and some of his disciples
on the road to Emmaus is quite telling. Then, many of them were
disillusioned because they believed he was supposed to be a military
deliverer and that his death meant he failed. Today, modern Premillennialists
believe likewise that his death was a contingency after he failed to convert
enough Jews. How does Jesus answer this false contention (Luke 24:13-35,
especially verses 26-27)?
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Jesus showed from the Law and the Prophets that the Christ was supposed
to suffer and enter into his glory. His death was no surprise.
5. Who wrote the “Acts of the Apostles” (Acts 1:1-14)? According to the
author, what did Jesus provide the apostles after his resurrection?
Luke wrote Acts, in which he describes the aftermath of Christ’s visit with
the apostles prior to his ascension. He presented himself alive by many
infallible proofs over a period of 40 days and taught about the kingdom of
God.
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4. List some commandments or traditions of men that have been added to
God’s word by Catholic or Protestant churches.
a. Christmas and Easter
b. Celibate priesthood
c. Instrumental music in worship
d. Baptism by sprinkling water on infants
5. Men continued to diverge from the Bible until a pope was appointed in
A.D. 606 and the Roman Catholic Church was born. Among many errors,
the sale of indulgences infuriated more pious thinkers like a priest named
Martin Luther, who nailed 95 complaints to the door of the Catholic Church
in Wittenberg, Germany on October 31, 1517. The Protestant Reformation
was born, and with it came the theories of John Calvin. Can you identify the
five major facets of Calvinism, illustrated with the TULIP acrostic?
T

Total hereditary depravity

U

Unconditional election

L

Limited atonement

I

Irresistible grace

P

Perseverance of the saints

6. Instead of reforming the Catholic Church, dozens of denominations were
founded in this era, including the Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian
churches. The disunity of what came to be called “Christendom” intensified.
Throughout this time, however, small bands of disciples continued to
employ only the New Testament as their creed, eschewing both Catholicism
and Protestantism. In the early 1800s, their numbers suddenly boomed as the
concept of restoring practices to the Biblical model gained acceptance. Men
began again to take very seriously edicts like the one contained in First Peter
4:11. What does it mean to “speak as the oracles of God”?
It means that we speak only as God has spoken, not interfering with our
creeds and opinions to the diminishing of revealed authority.
7. Disciples who are committed to following only the New Testament as
their creed are called properly only “Christians,” and collectively form
“churches of Christ” or something else found explicitly in Scripture. Can
you find where these terms are used in the Bible?
Christians are found in Acts 11:26, Acts 26:28 and First Peter 4:16.
Churches of Christ are found in Romans 16:16, although other terms like
“church of God” are just as acceptable.
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Lesson 1: Young Jesus
1. What is the name of Jesus’s older cousin, born to Zacharias and Elizabeth
(Luke 1:5-25)? What was his mission (1:57-80)?
John’s mission as the Messianic forerunner was to prepare the people to
hear Jesus.
2. How far back is the genealogy of Jesus Christ traced (Matthew 1:1-17)?
Why do the genealogies in Matthew and Luke (3:23-38) differ?
The genealogy of Christ is traced back to God, through Joseph’s family by
Matthew and through Mary’s family by Luke. Evidence of this is seen in the
fact that Matthew tells of the nativity through Joseph’s perspective while
Luke uses Mary’s.
3. Who told Mary she would bear the savior (Luke 1:26-55)? What did this
character prevent Joseph from doing (Matthew 1:18-25)?
The angel, Gabriel, announced to Mary that she was with child of the Holy
Spirit and then assured Joseph that she was still pure enough to marry
afterward.
4. Consider Luke’s account of Christ’s birth (2:1-20). Answer the following
questions:
a. Why did Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem?
To register for the census of Augustus.
b. Where in Bethlehem was Jesus born?
In a stable because there was no room in the inn.
c. How soon did the shepherds arrive?
They found Jesus still in the manger, having come quickly.
d. Where are the magi, or wise men, so familiar in modern nativity scenes?
They do not meet Jesus until about two years later (Matthew 2:1-12).
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5. Why is he called Jesus (Luke 2:21, Matthew 1:21-25)? What is the
significance of the name Immanuel (Matthew 1:21-23)?

Lesson 12: Since A.D. 100

Jesus, literally means “Savior” and “Immanuel” carries the connotation of
“God with us,” showing his deity.

1. The time since the close of the writing of the New Testament around A.D.
100 has seen three major eras: first, Apostasy; second, The Protestant
Reformation; and third, New Testament Restoration. The seeds of apostasy,
however, are evident even in the challenges facing the faithful in the New
Testament. Identify the dangers that Paul warns about in the following
passages:
a. Acts 20:28-30: Some would rise up from within the Ephesian
church, and perhaps even from within its eldership, to devour the
flock.
b. First Corinthians 1:10-13: The members were already dividing into
factions based on preacher preference.
c. Second Thessalonians 2:3-4: A man of sin would come as a
pretender to God’s throne; he would be a vicar, or pretend substitute
on Earth.
d. First Timothy 4:1-3: Apostasy would be evidenced by doctrines like
celibacy and abstaining from certain foods.
e. Second Timothy 4:1-4: Soon, the gospel would be out-of-season, for
many would prefer to have their ears tickled than their toes
trampled.
2. The apostasy that develops in the centuries after the apostles’ deaths is
hastened by the decline of congregational autonomy, or “self-rule.” Under
the New Testament, how broad is the authority of elders (Acts 20:28, First
Peter 5:1-5)? Is “bishop” synonymous with “elder” or a higher office? What
passage discusses the qualifications for the offices of “cardinal” or “pope”?
Elders could only pastor the flock that was among them, not other flocks
across town or in the region or around the world. Bishop is used
interchangeably with “elder” in Titus 1:5-7, but the offices of cardinal and
pope are unknown to Scripture.
3. Where does the church find its source of authority and guidance–a
perpetual succession of popes or in Scripture (James 1:25, James 4:12, John
12:48, Jude 3, First Peter 1:22-25, Matthew 28:18-20, Romans 10:17)? What
is the danger in adding our tradition to Scripture to form an authoritative
team (Matthew 15:1-14)?
The church finds its authority in Scripture, the perfect law of liberty that
reveals the will of Christ by whose words we shall be judged. That word is
complete and will never fade away, for Christ has all authority in heaven
and Earth and even faith itself comes from hearing God’s word. It is sinful to
teach the commandments of men as if they were divine doctrines.

6. When the family went to Jerusalem to present Jesus to God, they were
met by a man named Simeon. How does Luke describe Simeon (2:22-35)?
How did Simeon react to the baby Jesus?
Simeon was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel and
the Holy Spirit was upon him. He acknowledged Jesus as the Christ, but
also predicted that he would be opposed by men and bring pain to his
parents’ hearts.
7. How did Anna the aged prophetess react to the sight of Jesus (Luke
2:36-38)?
Anna thanked God or him and told all those who sought redemption in
Jerusalem that the Savior had come.
8. How did the wise men find their way to Jerusalem (Matthew 2:1-6)? Why
was Herod troubled? What gifts did they bring (2:7-12)?
The magi followed Christ’s star in the East in order to worship him. Herod
was troubled because he considered Christ to be a potential rival around
whom the Jews could rally to foment a rebellion against Rome. They
brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
9. Why did the family flee to Egypt (Matthew 2:13-18)? How did Jesus
come to be called a Nazarene (Matthew 2:19-23)?
They fled there for his safety
10. What happened when Jesus was age twelve (Luke 2:41-52)?
Jesus astonished the teachers with his understanding, but was left behind at
“his father’s business” when the family departed.
2

23

4. Revelation contains three series of sevens that foretell the persecution the
early church would face prior to relief. List the series:
a. Revelation 6:1-8:5: Seals
b. Revelation 8:6-11:19: Trumpets
c. Revelation 16:1-21: Bowls of wrath
5. Try to distinguish between the symbolic groups of 144,000 and the great
multitude (7:1-17). Where were they located in relation to each other?
The 144,000 were sealed by God to protect you while they remained on
Earth. The great multitude surrounded the throne of God in heaven.

Lesson 2: Ministry of Christ
1. What does Jesus’s cousin, John, do to prepare the way (Luke 3:1-18)? At
what point does Christ’s ministry commence (Luke 3:19-23, Matthew
4:12-17)? What is Christ’s theme (Matthew 4:17)?
John preaches repentance to the people and baptizes them in the Jordan
River. As Jesus turns thirty, John is imprisoned and killed by Herod,
commencing the public ministry of the Christ, focused on “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
2. List his twelve apostles and describe them, if possible (Matthew 10:1-4):

6. What happened when John ate the little book (10:1-11)? Why?

a. Peter and Andrew, fishermen

God showed John that prophesying the Revelation would bring him
sweetness as he spoke, but the consequences for many would be bitter, just
as the book was in his stomach.

b. James and John, fishermen

7. If Revelation was written in the first century and it describes things that
were then about to take place, what city would be represented by the great
harlot (17:1-18)?

d. Thomas the doubter and Matthew, the publican

Rome.
8. The thousand years of Revelation 20 represents a long break in the action
between the persecution of the early church by Rome and the return of
Christ yet future even now. What is the role of the great white throne and
book of life in those events?

c. Philip of Bethsaida, Nathanael’s brother and Bartholomew

e. James the son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus Lebbaeus
f.

Simon the Canaanite Zealot and Judas Iscariot, the traitor

3. The deity of Christ was also a divisive point among his audiences,
especially the Jewish leaders who wanted a military messiah but doubted
that this carpenter’s son could conquer the Romans without destroying the
elders’ power. In the following two passages, how does Jesus establish his
connection with Jehovah?

Jesus will sit on his throne to judge whether men’s names are in the book of
life based on the history of their own lives.

•

John 5:16-18: He called himself God’s son, making him God’s equal
against the Jews’ estimation of him.

9. What is the second death (Revelation 21:1-8)?

•

John 8:24-59: He identifies himself as eternal and the “I AM,” as
Jehovah had identified himself to Abraham.

The second death is eternal torment in hell, reserved for the unjustified.
10. Where have we seen the tree of life before (22:1-5)?
Man lost access to the tree of eternal life in the Garden of Eden when Adam
and Eve sinned.
11. How does Revelation end (Revelation 22:14-21)?
The reader is challenged to do God’s commandments for Jesus will come.
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4. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus volunteered that his doctrine would
differ from Moses. What did he admit was his intention toward the Law of
Moses (Matthew 5:17-20). What phrases did he use in the rest of Matthew 5
to make that point clear?
Jesus says that he came to fulfill the Law of Moses, not to destroy it. He
distinguishes between what the people had heard or been taught and what
his will was to be in the kingdom.
3

5. Consider Matthew 7:13-29. What makes the difference between the wise
man and the foolish?

Lesson 11: Revelation

The wise man enters the narrow gate and builds his house on the rock of
Christ, obeying God’s will and resisting the urge to mar his good works with
a tolerance of selfish ones. The foolish man slips through the broad gate and
builds on the shifting sand of self-service and shortsighted indulgence.

1. There are three important clues in the opening three verses of Revelation
that help us to interpret the book. Identify the importance of each:

6. How did Jesus teach Nicodemus about entering the kingdom of God
(John 3:1-21)? With what did Jesus identify the kingdom after Peter
confessed Jesus was the Christ (Matthew 16:13-19)?
Jesus told Nicodemus that he must be born again of water and the Spirit to
enter the kingdom and showed Peter that the church is the kingdom, built on
the Rock, which is Christ himself.
7. What was the purpose of the miracles (John 20:30-31)? Give an example.
Miracles, like walking on water, were meant to inspire belief.
8. Why did Jesus teach in parables (Matthew 13:10-17)? Give an example.
Jesus taught in parables like the Good Samaritan to conceal truths from
unfriendly crowds while revealing them to those who were ready and willing
to obey.

•

Things which must shortly take place: Revelation’s prophecies
quickly went into fulfillment.

•

He sent and signified: Revelation is apocalyptic literature–highly
symbolic rather than literal

•

The time is near: the original audience in A.D. 96 would not have to
wait 2000 years to begin seeing relief.

2. What is your overall impression of the appearance of Jesus to John
(Revelation 1:9-20)? What do the lamp stands represent?
Jesus is awesome and powerful in appearance, no longer a baby in the
stable or a victim on the cross, but a King of kings and Lord of lords. The
lamp stands represent the churches of Christ in Asia Minor.
3. How would you characterize the seven churches?
1. Ephesus (2:1-7): They had left their first love.

9. What abuse made the hypocrites’ worship vain (Matthew 15:1-9)?
They taught their own opinions as if they were divine edicts.

2. Smyrna (2:8-11): They were faithful in the face of great persecution.

10. Did Jesus know that he was going to die (Matthew 16:21-28, John
10:1-18)? Explain.

3. Pergamos (2:12-17): They harbored false teachers.

Yes, he knew but that did not make it easier.

4. Thyatira (2:18-29): They were increasing in works, but also error.

11. How do the following passages establish his authority?
a. Matthew 7:29: He taught with authority, unlike the scribes.
b. Matthew 17:1-9: On the mount of transfiguration, he overshadowed
Elijah and Moses, representing the Law and the Prophets.
12. Why did he wash the disciples’ feet (John 13:1-20)?

5. Sardis (3:1-6): They no longer deserved a reputation for life.
6. Philadelphia (3:7-13): Despite little strength, they were faithful.
7. Laodicea (3:14-22): They were lukewarm.

He washed their feet to teach them humility.
4
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7. What is the purpose of God’s delay in sending Jesus back (Second Peter
3:1-13)? For what are we looking?

Lesson 3: Sacrifice of Christ

God’s patience is evidence of his desire that all men should repent and be
saved. We are looking for new heavens and a new Earth in Heaven.

1. Consider Isaiah 53. Why did God plan to send Jesus to the cross?

8. What are the requirements for fellowship (First John 1:1-10)? Is
obedience really necessary or is that just legalism (First John 2:1-6)? How
do you know?
Man must have fellowship with God by living holy and repenting of his sins.
If we abide in Christ, we ought to walk as he walked.
9. What is in the world (First John 2:15-17)?
The lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life.
10. Who is coming in this last hour (First John 2:18-29)? How do we
identify false spirits (First John 4:1-6)?
We identify antichrists by testing them against Scripture.
11. How much fellowship are we permitted to enjoy with false brethren
(Second John 2:7-11)? What are the limits?
We are permitted no fellowship with false brethren and should not entertain
them in our homes or extend a hand of fellowship to them.
12. What was wrong with Diotrephes (Third John 9-10)? What was right
with Demetrius (Third John 12)?
Diotrephes loved to be preeminent in the church and threw perceived rivals
out, even denying a hearing to the apostles. Demetrius had a good
testimony.
13. When dealing with error, should we be “contentious” (Jude 3-4)?
We should contend for the true faith without being contentious.
14. How should we deal with people who are being led astray (Jude 22-23)?
We must make distinctions, having compassion on some while saving others
with fear by pulling them out of the fire.
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From the beginning, it was planned that Jesus should be the unblemished
offering to remit the sins of penitent men. He was chastised for our sins, not
his own.
2. Did Jesus “know” he was going to die before prophesying the imminent
arrival of the kingdom of God (Matthew 16:21-28)? How do you know?
Jesus predicted his murder at the hands of the Jews before predicting that
the kingdom would arrive within the lives of some present before him (Mark
9:1).
3. How did Caiaphas the high priest unwittingly predict the fulfillment of
prophecy concerning Jesus (John 11:45-53)? What happened to Jesus at the
house of Simon the leper (Mark 14:1-11)?
Caiaphas argued that it was expedient for one man to die rather than to
have the Romans take away their liberty. Jesus was anointed by Mary for his
impending death and burial, to the consternation of the apostles who did not
understand his death was near.
4. Read John 12:12-16. How did Jesus fulfill the prophecies in Psalm
118:25-26, Isaiah 40:9 and Zechariah 9:9? Which disciple betrayed him
(Luke 22:1-6)? How?
He entered Jerusalem over a path of palm branches upon a donkey’s colt as
the King of Israel. Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus into the hands of the Jews.
5. What weekly religious observance did Jesus institute during his Last
Supper, the Passover meal on the day before his crucifixion (Luke 22:7-22)?
It is the Lord’s Supper, the unleavened bread of his body and the cup of wine
of his blood of the new covenant.
6. Where was Jesus arrested (Luke 22:39-54)? Did he resist them (63-71)?
Jesus was arrested in Gethsemane where he had gone to pray, as was his
custom. Jesus did not resist his enemies.
5

7. What charges were levied against him before Pontius Pilate (Luke
23:1-25)? Did Pilate really want to kill Jesus? How do you know?

Lesson 10: General Epistles

Jesus was accused of perverting Israel, forbidding his audience to pay taxes
to Caesar and saying that he was the Christ, a King. Pilate wanted to
release Jesus since there was no evidence against him, but the mob
demanded that Barabbas be released instead.

1. To whom is the book of First Peter addressed (First Peter 1:1-2)? Where is
their inheritance (First Peter 1:3-12)? What does that make them (First Peter
2:11-12)?

8. Read Luke 23:26-47. How was Jesus treated by the Jews, the soldiers and
the criminals being crucified beside him? What did the centurion say when
Jesus breathed his last?
All the people, soldiers and elders mocked Jesus and spat at him, but one of
the criminals repented on the cross. The centurion answered, “Certainly,
this was a righteous man!”
9. Where was Jesus’s body buried (Luke 23:50-56)? How long did it remain
there (Luke 24:1-12)?
Jesus was buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, but he arose from the
dead about three days later, the following Sunday.
10. The conversation between Jesus and some of his disciples on the road to
Emmaus is quite telling. Then, many of them were disillusioned because
they believed he was supposed to be a military deliverer and that his death
meant he failed. Today, modern Premillennialists believe likewise that his
death was a contingency after he failed to convert enough Jews. How does
Jesus answer this false contention (Luke 24:13-35, especially verses 26-27)?
Jesus showed from the Law and the Prophets that the Christ was supposed
to suffer and enter into his glory. His death was no surprise.
11. What were his last instructions to his apostles (Luke 24:46-49, Matthew
28:18-20, Mark 16:15-20)?
In the great commission, Jesus ordered the apostles to wait in Jerusalem
until they were endowed with power from on high, and then to go into all the
world, teaching the lost and making disciples by baptizing them.
12. As Jesus ascends into Heaven, what is the angels’ consolation about him
(Acts 1:1-11)?
The angels promise that Jesus will return as he departed.
6

The pilgrims of the dispersion are the elect of God whose hope and
inheritance are reserved in heaven.
2. What does it mean to be holy? Is it possible to be holy (First Peter
1:13-21, 5:6-10)? What enables men to be born again (First Peter 1:22-25)?
Holiness is sanctified, set apart to God. It is commanded, so it is possible for
those born again of the incorruptible seed of his word to resist temptation.
3. How does Peter characterize the church of Christ in 2:9 (First Peter
2:4-10)? Of what is Christ their example (First Peter 2:18-25, 4:12-19; First
John 3:13-22)?
The church is a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation and a
special people. Christ is the church’s example of patient suffering.
4. What is the will of the Gentiles (First Peter 4:1-6)? What does it mean to
“speak as the oracles of God” (First Peter 4:10-11)?
Their will is walking in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking
parties and abominable idolatries. When we speak as the oracles of God, we
refuse our own opinions in favor of his revealed will in the Bible.
5. List the attributes we are to add (Second Peter 1:5-11)? What is the result
of their addition?
We add to faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness,
brotherly kindness and love. By doing so, we make our election sure and
open a way into the kingdom of heaven.
6. How much success did Peter foresee for false teachers (Second Peter
2:1-19)? What happens to the one who is led astray by such error (Second
Peter 2:20-22)?
False teachers will lead many Christians astray and they will all be lost
again to hell.
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8. To what three professions does Paul compare the preacher, as he tries to
teach Timothy to persevere (Second Timothy 2:1-7)?

Lesson 4: Acts of the Apostles (chapters 1-12)

He compares the preacher to a soldier who cannot entangle himself in the
affairs of life, the athlete who must obey the rules of competition and the
hardworking farmer who is first to partake of his fruits.

1. Who wrote the “Acts of the Apostles” (Acts 1:1-14)? According to the
author, what did Jesus provide the apostles after his resurrection?

9. What happens to all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus (Second
Timothy 3:12)?
They suffer persecution.
10. For what four facets of preaching does God’s word thoroughly equip the
man of God (Second Timothy 3:16-17)? What does it mean to preach the
word “in season and out of season” (Second Timothy 4:1-5)?
The preacher is equipped for doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction in
righteousness. He preaches truth when it is popular and when it is not.

Luke wrote Acts, in which he describes the aftermath of Christ’s visit with
the apostles before his ascension. He presented himself alive by many
infallible proofs over a period of 40 days and taught about the kingdom of
God.
2. Who was chosen to succeed Judas Iscariot as an apostle? What criteria
were used to select him? Does this authorize a succession for every
apostolic office (Acts 1:15-26)? Explain.
Matthias was chosen over Joseph Barsabas Justus to fulfill the prophecy of
Psalms 69:25 and 109:8. Only Judas’s office was to be refilled.

11. How did Paul express confidence about his eternal fate (Second Timothy
4:6-8)?

3. Jesus told the apostles to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endowed with
power from on high and that the kingdom would come with power. How is
this power manifested (Acts 2:1-21)? Whose prophecy is fulfilled here?

After he had fought the good fight, finished the race and kept the faith, he
foresaw a crown of righteousness laid up for him.

Joel’s prediction about miraculous power is fulfilled as the Holy Spirit falls
as tongues of fire upon the apostles, causing them to preach in various
languages.

12. What was Titus to teach these groups about their behavior (2:1-10):
•

Older men: be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, love,
patience

•

Older women: reverent, not slanderers, not drinkers, teachers

•

Younger women: love husbands and children, be discreet, chaste,
etc.

•

Young men: sober-minded, good works, incorruptible

•

Bondservants: obedient, well-pleasing, not back-talking or pilfering,
loyal

13. What role do good works play in the life of a Christian (2:11-14,
3:8-14)?
We were purified by Christ to be zealous for good works and maintain them
so that we can be profitable for all men.
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4. By what act did God raise Jesus up to sit on David’s throne (Acts
2:22-36)? What effect did Peter’s accusations have on his audience (Acts
2:37-39)? What did the believers do (Acts 2:40-47)?
God resurrected Jesus to sit on David’s throne in heaven, where he began to
rule over his church, including some from Peter’s audience who were cut to
the heart when accused of killing God’s son. They repented of their sins and
were baptized for their remission before entering into the apostles’
fellowship.
5. What did Peter and John do to get into trouble with the Jewish leaders
(Acts 3:1-4:31)? What power did Peter ascribe to the name of Jesus (Acts
4:8-12)? Did the apostles obey the council’s edict against preaching?
Peter and John healed a man who had been lame his entire life, working a
miracle no one could deny. When hauled before the council, Peter glorified
the name of Christ, in which salvation could alone be found. The disciples
refused to be silenced by the edict of the Sanhedrin, answering, “Whether it
is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. For
we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”
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6. As evidence of the character of the early church, what do we find people
like Barnabas doing in times of need (Acts 4:32-5:11)? What was wrong
with the contribution of Ananias and Sapphira?
Barnabas and others of means sold good and land to give money to poor
brethren. Ananias and Sapphira did likewise, but pretended to give all the
proceeds when they really lied and kept back a percentage for themselves.
7. What happened to the apostles when they were apprehended preaching
the forbidden Name again (Acts 5:12-42)? Why didn’t this persecution have
the chilling effect on the gospel that the council desired?
The apostles were arrested, threatened and beaten, but left rejoicing that
they had been counted worthy to suffer shame for their savior. Indeed, they
did not cease preaching the name of Christ.
8. What brings the first internal discord to the church at Jerusalem (Acts
6:1-7)? How did the apostles resolve the problem?
The Grecian widows perceived they were being neglected in the daily
distribution by the Hebrew majority and their complaints reached the
apostles, who refused to be distracted from teaching to serve tables. Instead,
the appointed seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and
wisdom to see to them.
9. How did Stephen make the Jews angry (Acts 6:8-7:60)? How did he die?
Stephen was stoned after accusing his audience of breaking the Law of
Moses, persecuting the prophets and killing God’s son. When he claimed to
see Jesus in Heaven, they murdered him.
10. Why were men like Philip driven out of Jerusalem (Acts 8:1-3)? What
success did he have in his preaching (Acts 8:4-40)?

Lesson 9: Two Preachers
1. What do we know about Timothy’s background (First Timothy 1:3, 4:12,
Second Timothy 1:3-6)? What do we know about Titus’s background (Titus
1:4-5)?
Timothy was raised to know God by his mother and grandmother; his father
was a Greek. Young Timothy now labored in Ephesus while Titus worked on
Crete.
2. What was Paul’s first charge to Timothy (First Timothy 1:3-11)? Did he
have the same concern when he wrote to Titus (1:10-16)? List some false
brethren that Paul notes (First Timothy 1:18-20, Second Timothy 2:14-19).
What are two specific false doctrines (First Timothy 4:1-5)?
Paul wanted both men to confront the false teachers working among them,
including Hymenaeus, Alexander and Philetus, who had made the faith of
some shipwrecked. Doctrines include forbidding eligible people to marry
and commanding abstinence from certain foods.
3. What are the different roles of men and women in the church (First
Timothy 2:8-15)? What reason is given for the difference?
Men were to lift up holy hands in leading prayer while women were to attire
themselves modestly. The reason dates back to the deception of Eve.
4. Consider the qualities given for elders in First Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus
1:5-9. What part of a man’s life is a specific proving ground for his ability to
oversee the church?
The home where his wife and children must be faithful and submissive.

Philip was driven out by persecution, but made converts in Samaria and of
the Ethiopian eunuch.

5. What limitations on benevolence did Paul place upon the church (First
Timothy 5:3-16)?

11. Describe Saul’s conversion (Acts 9:1-31, cf. Acts 22:1-16, 26:1-23).

Young widows were ineligible for continuous aid.

Paul was interrupted from persecuting the church by Jesus on the Damascus
Road. He believed and was forgiven of his sins when he was baptized by
Ananias. He then began preaching the faith he had tried to destroy.

6. What is the danger of greed to the Christian (First Timothy 6:1-19)?

12. What did Peter learn at the house of Cornelius (Acts 10:1-11:12:25)?
Peter learned that God accepts all men who obey him, no matter their race.

Those who desire to be rich fall into many snares and are often drowned by
their greed in temptation.
7. What kind of spirit has God given his people (Second Timothy 1:7)?
It is not a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a sound mind.
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7. What example should a man use to learn how to love his wife properly
(Ephesians 5:22-33)?

Lesson 5: Acts of the Apostles (chapters 13-28)

He can look at Christ’s sacrificial love for his church.

1. Why did Paul and Barnabas turn their attention to Gentiles while in
Antioch of Pisidia (Acts 13:1-52)?

8. List the elements of the armor of God (Ephesians 6:10-20):

The Jews were largely rejecting the gospel, while Gentiles seemed to be
more open-minded.

a. waist girded with truth

d. shield of faith

b. breastplate of righteousness

e. helmet of salvation

2. What “useless things” did Paul expose in Lystra (Acts 14:1-28)? How did
the people there respond to the gospel?

c. feet shod with preparation of gospel

f. sword of the Spirit, the word

After Paul exposed those useless idols like Zeus and Hermes, the people
stoned Paul until he was nearly dead.

9. How did Paul discover contentment in Christ?
a. Philippians 3:7-14: He quit valuing material and invested in spiritual.
b. Philippians 3:20-21: He waited for Jesus.
c. Philippians 4:6-7: He prayed with thanksgiving.
d. Philippians 4:8-9: He mediated upon better than evil and worry.
e. Philippians 4:10-13: He learned to be content.

3. What issue caused disharmony between brethren in Jerusalem and
Antioch (Acts 15:1-5)? How did they resolve it (Acts 15:6-41)?
The conflict over whether circumcision was necessary to salvation was
resolved when all involved discussed the issue and discovered what God’s
will was.
4. What is the name of the preacher who joined Paul and Silas after
Barnabas left to join John Mark (Acts 15:36-16:10)? Describe him.
Timothy, son of a Jewish mother and Greek father, joined them after being
circumcised.

10. Are Christians today required to observe the Sabbath (Colossians
2:16-23)? Should they be required to abstain from eating meats?

5. Who was converted in Philippi (Acts 16:11-40)?

The Sabbath has been done away with and no one should add to God’s will
by commanding abstinence from eating meats.

6. Why were the Bereans nobler than the Thessalonians (Acts 17:1-15)? As
Paul finished his sermon at the Areopagus, what did he command the
idolaters before him (Acts 17:16-31)? How did they respond (32-33)?

11. Read the brief book of Philemon, which was written while Paul was in
prison. Who was Philemon? Who was Onesimus?
Philemon was a Christian slave-owner from Colossae, whose slave,
Onesimus, had run away and met up with Paul, who converted him to
Christ.
12. What did Paul do with Onesimus? Why?
Paul sent him back because it was the right thing to do.
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Lydia is converted, followed by the Philippian jailer and his family.

The Bereans searched the Scriptures for answers where the Thessalonians
were less open-minded about the cross. Paul commanded the idolaters to
repent.
7. What marred the discipleship of Apollos (Acts 18:24-28)? How was it
rectified? What legacy remained that Paul had to repair (Acts 19:1-7)?
Apollos taught the baptism of John because he was ignorant that Christ had
already died. Aquila and Priscilla corrected him, but Paul had to teach and
re-baptize some who had apparently been influenced by Apollos.
9

8. How did the Ephesian magicians show their penitence (Acts 19:8-20)?
What is the name of the goddess that held sway over the city (19:21-41)?

Lesson 8: Prison Epistles

After the magicians burned their books, the Diana worshipers resisted the
truth.

1. To what does Paul liken the church (Ephesians 1:22-23, 2:19-22)?

9. What did the disciples do on Sunday in Troas (Acts 20:1-12)? What
instructions did Paul give the Ephesian elders (Acts 20:17-38)?

The church is the body and temple of Christ.
2. What happened to the Law of Moses when Jesus went to the cross
(Ephesians 2:11-18, Colossians 2:13-14)?

The disciples came together to break bread and hear Paul preach. Later, he
ordered the Ephesian elders to shepherd the congregation.

The Law of Moses was nailed to the cross and taken out of the way,
abolished when Jesus went to the cross so that we might be set free from sin.

10. What did Paul do to try to placate his Jewish enemies (Acts 21:1-25)?
Did it work (Acts 21:26-40)? What happened?

3. What are the seven planks of Christian unity in Scripture (Ephesians
4:1-6)?

Paul paid for some young men to be purified at the temple, but his enemies
assumed he had taken Gentiles in with him. He was accosted and accused of
all manner of crimes against Moses, the temple and Caesar.
11. Make a list of the authorities that tried Paul:
a. Acts 24:1-27: Governor Felix
b. Acts 25:1-12: Governor Festus
c. Acts 25:13-26:32: King Agrippa
12. How did Felix respond when cornered by Paul (Acts 24:25)? How did
Agrippa respond (Acts 26:28)?
Felix promised to hear again at a more convenient time while Agrippa
claimed that Paul had almost persuaded him to become a Christian.

a. one body

e. one faith

b. one Spirit

f. one baptism

c. one hope

g. one God and Father

d. one Lord
4. What attitudes aid this unity (Philippians 2:1-16)?
One must be humble, selfless and concerned for others. He must be diligent
and work without complaint.
5. List some practical ways in which the Christian puts off the old man of
sin and puts on the life of Christ:
a. Ephesians 4:25: He replaces lying with truth telling.
b. Ephesians 4:26: He controls his anger.

13. What happened to Paul on the voyage to Rome (Acts 27:1-28:10)?

c. Ephesians 4:28: He replaces stealing with working and sharing.

Paul was shipwrecked but survived because Jesus had promised he would
testify of his faith in Rome.

d. Ephesians 4:29: He replaces corrupt speech with words of edification.

14. What did Paul preach in Rome (Acts 28:11-31)?
Paul continued to preach Christ and the kingdom.
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6. How does Paul describe musical worship (Ephesians 5:17-21, Colossians
3:16-17)?
We speak to one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in the heart to God.
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6. What are good deeds worth if not motivated by love (13:1-13)? When and
how did the early church contribute financially to the work of the church
(First Corinthians 16:1-4, Second Corinthians 9:1-14)?
Without the motivation of love, it is nothing. The early church made its
offering on the Lord’s Day, with generosity and liberality, not grudging or
out of necessity.
7. What is the ministry “written and engraved on stones” (Second
Corinthians 3:7-18)? What is its fate according to this passage?

Lesson 6: Liberty in Christ
1. Freedom through the grace of God is a major theme of the entire New
Testament. From what is that freedom (Matthew 1:21, Romans 6:23)? More
precisely, from whom is that freedom (John 8:28-44)?
Jesus came to save his people from their sins, the wages of which is death.
Ultimately, we are being set free from bondage to the devil.

8. How can the Christian endure the passage and hardships of life, which are
often intensified because of persecution (4:7-5:11, 12:1-10)?

2. The transition from the Law of Moses to the Law of Christ is described
repeatedly and the superiority of the latter is especially important to the
Hebrew writer. What was the purpose of the Law of Moses (Romans 7:1-12,
Hebrews 8:1-13)?

The Christian hopes for heaven, being able to concentrate on what is not
seen without being overwrought concerning the hardships around him.

The purpose of the Law of Moses was to alert softhearted people to their
inherent inability both to live perfectly and to remit their own sins.

The Law of Moses faded away when Christ came.

9. What lifestyle does Paul command (First Thessalonians 4:9-12)?
He urged a lifestyle of spiritual increase, quietness, one that minded its own
business and worked with its hands so that the saint would walk properly
toward those outside.
10. What picture of Judgment Day does Paul give (First Thessalonians
4:13-5:11)? Upon whom will God take vengeance in that day (Second
Thessalonians 1:3-12)? What must come first (Second Thessalonians
2:1-11)?
It is a comforting picture in which Christ returns in the clouds where the
dead and living redeemed join him for the journey into eternity. We must be
prepared for he will return as a thief strikes in the night without warning
and take vengeance upon those who know him not and those who did not
obey the gospel. The “man of sin” must appear first.
11. Whom does the writer identify as candidates for withdrawal in Second
Thessalonians 3:6-15? How is this to be accomplished?
The church should withdraw from those who walk disorderly and not
according to the pattern established by the inspired apostles. The church
should admonish him as a brother and not treat him as an enemy.
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3. Specifically, how did Jesus bring about the possibility of liberty from
condemnation (Hebrews 4:14-18, 5:5-9)?
Jesus took on a human body and lived sinlessly among men, finally being
crucified as an unblemished offering for the sins committed by men. When
he arose from the dead, he inaugurated the hope that all men might be
resurrected to life.
4. Is the Law of Moses still in effect today (Matthew 5:17-18, Galatians
3:21-25, Hebrews 8:13, Romans 7:1-4)? What law is in effect (Romans 8:2,
Galatians 6:2, James 1:25)?
The Law of Moses has been fulfilled as though a tutor had been retired when
the child reached maturity. The perfect law of liberty, of Christ and the Holy
Spirit is now in effect.
5. What role does Paul attribute to water baptism in the interest of being set
free by Christ (Romans 6:1-23, Galatians 3:26-27)?
It is water baptism that imitates the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus
Christ and actually places the penitent believer into the body of his savior.
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6. Under what circumstances is circumcision an offense against the law of
Christ (Galatians 5:1-6)?

Lesson 7: Two Churches

Circumcision is only an offense when it is done to satisfy the defunct Law of
Moses in an attempt to be justified by personal works. Such an attempt
causes one to fall from grace.

1. Paul wrote two letters each to the churches at Corinth and Thessalonica in
the early part of the sixth decade of the first century. All four of the letters
contains elements of positive exhortation, but they are overwhelmingly
corrective in nature. This is especially true in the first Corinthian letter.
What is the first pressing issue that Paul tackles (First Corinthians 1:10-17,
3:1-23)?

7. Is it possible to fall from grace (Galatians 5:4, Hebrews 10:19-39,
12:12-17)?
It is possible to fall from grace, according to Paul. The Hebrew writer
describes the process as trampling Christ underfoot, counting Christ’s blood
as common and insulting the spirit, in the fashion of Esau who sold his
birthright.
8. Consider Romans 8:1-11. What determines whether one is carnally
minded or spiritually minded? Is it faith alone or a working faith?
It is obviously a working faith that walks according to the spirit.
9. How does Paul describe this life in Romans 12:1-2 and 13:11-14?
This life is not conformed to the world but is transformed by the renewing of
the mind. It wears the life of Christ without making any provision for sin.
10. Beyond simple belief, what is involved in receiving the word (James
1:21-25)?

Paul deals with the denominational attitudes in the church there by
returning their minds to Christ and placing every preacher of truth in his
service.
2. What moral issue had shamed the church at Corinth (First Corinthians
5:1-13)? How were they handling it? What did Paul recommend? How did
that man respond (Second Corinthians 2:1-11)?
The church was tolerating one of its own who had married his stepmother.
Paul urged them to withdraw from him. He later repented.
3. What is the implication of Paul’s statement that the body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit (First Corinthians 6:12-20 and First Thessalonians 4:1-8)?
What role does marriage play in this (7:1-40)?
We must be careful to keep our bodies pure because our sanctification is
sexual morality. Marriage offers a scriptural place for sexual activity to
occur.
4. What does Paul teach about the possibility of apostasy (First Corinthians
10:1-13)?

One must lay aside filthiness and wickedness to receive the saving word,
becoming a doer of the word and not merely a hearer.

Like the pilgrims, we may fall if we lose faith or diligence. We must take
heed lest we fall and reject temptation by the power that God affords us.

11. Consider Romans 4:1-8 and James 2:14-26. How do you harmonize the
two writers while Paul suggests that Abraham was justified apart from
works and James argues that he was justified by works and not faith only?

5. What dangers surround a thoughtless participation in the communion
(First Corinthians 11:17-34)? What is true if Christ was not raised
(15:12-19)?

Paul is arguing that no man is self-justified, either by living sinlessly or
remitting his own sins. He is not justified by his own works of the Law of
Moses, but is justified by works of faith, that is, obeying the gospel.
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Partaking unworthily brings condemnation upon the worshiper. If Christ is
still dead, then men are still in their sins and cannot themselves be raised to
life.
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