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Introduction
They are the axioms of uncertain origin. Some of our most repeated
expressions are actually found in the Bible, but are so far removed from
their contexts that the original intent of the Holy Spirit is all but forgotten. In
this fifth series of lessons, we will go back to the Bible to find the origin of
these “Golden Rules” and then apply them according to the context
provided.
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Lesson 1: By The Skin of My Teeth
Most everyone has heard the expression, “By the skin of my teeth” and most
everyone has heard of Job, but how many are aware that the latter is
responsible for the former? It was Job who made that expression notable,
which today has the meaning of “by an extremely narrow margin; just
barely; scarcely.” The teeth are imagined to have a thin layer of skin lining
them, which is roughly analogous to a close call in life.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Consider the origin of this expression in Job 19:7-22. What was Job
trying to tell his friends in this passage and with this phrase?
Job felt as if he had escaped death by only the slimmest of margins, having
endured so many awful indignities, apparently at the hand of a judgmental
God.
2. Here is a challenge. Locate a copy of the Douay-Rheims translation of the
Bible in print or online and copy down its rendering of Job 19:20.
“The flesh being consumed, my bone hath cleaved to my skin, and nothing
but lips are left about my teeth.”
3. Here is another challenge. Write a few sentences about a time in your life
when you felt like you escaped only by the skin of your teeth. Is there some
way that you understand God to have been involved?
Answers will vary, but may include auto accidents, health issues and the
like. It is to be hoped we can see God’s providence and be grateful in those
circumstances where it seems earthly doom was so imminent.
4. Did Noah escape the flood “by the skin of his teeth” (Genesis 6-7)? Why
or why not? What lesson might we learn about escaping sin and its
consequences from Noah’s example (cf. Hebrews 11:6-7)?
Noah did not escape the flood by the skin of his teeth, because he was under
the grace of God through his obedient lifestyle and role in God’s plan. From
Noah, we learn to take seriously God’s warnings and to cooperate in our
own rescue by obeying his word and pursuing his grace.
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5. Would you say that Lot escaped from Sodom “by the skin of his
teeth” (Genesis 19:1-29)? Why or why not (cf. Genesis 13:8-13)? What
might this teach us?
It is easy to argue that Lot did escape by the skin of his teeth. He chose to
live amidst sin because it prospered him materially, and when warned to
flee, he hesitated, eventually leaving behind his wife whose reluctance led to
disobedience. We must learn to choose our setting carefully and understand
that our choice will influence others.
6. Did Lot’s wife escape “by the skin of her teeth”? Why or why not (cf.
Luke 17:20-37)? What do we learn from her example?
Lot’s wife did not escape at all, but was destroyed when she looked back.
Jesus used her to exemplify the danger of faltering because of fleshly
considerations. Sometimes God cannot rescue us because we refuse to
cooperate, instead choosing destruction in the hope of preserving some
other form of prosperity.
7. Some are hoping to avoid Hell by the skin of their teeth. What might this
reveal about them and their preparations and whether their hope is realistic
(Second Corinthians 5:2)?
One who is hoping to avoid Hell by the skin of his teeth is probably counting
on God tolerating a large dose of willful sin. Instead of earnestly pursuing
righteousness, he is hoping to get by on the bare minimum. Chances are he
is sabotaging his prospects with that kind of attitude.
8. One of the usually temporary effects of being saved by the skin of one’s
teeth is a sense of overwhelming gratitude mixed with renewed faith. In
what sense are believers saved against all odds (Romans 5:6-11, Matthew
19:23-26, First Timothy 1:15)?
Our sinfulness makes our salvation much more difficult, but God
accomplishes our redemption against all odds.
9. Peter gives the impression that our escape from damnation should inspire
renewed gratitude and faith (Second Peter 3:10). How does he suggest we
express and perpetuate that attitude (Second Peter 3:11-18)?
We should endeavor to be faithful, holy and growing in grace and
knowledge, lest we fall into complacency and be lost anew.
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Lesson 2: Can A Leopard Change Its Spots?
Recidivism is not a common word but the malady it describes is quite
common. Recidivism is the “tendency to relapse into a previous condition or
mode of behavior; especially: relapse into criminal behavior” (Webster’s
Dictionary). Can a leopard change its spots? Obviously not, and sometimes
it works out that sinners are unwilling to change theirs too.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Read Jeremiah 13:20-23. What are the answers to the two rhetorical
questions found in verse 23? What is God trying to communicate here?
The leopard cannot change his spots any more than the Ethiopian could
change the pigment of his skin from dark to light. In the same way, the sinful
people in Judah had proven unable or unwilling to change the greatness of
their iniquitous ways.
2. What are some of the reasons that people today fail to change their sinful
ways?
Some do not believe in sin as part of an objective standard of behavior.
Others do not believe they will be judged according to their works. Some
thoroughly enjoy their sin while others struggle to improve, but can never
seem to do so.
3. Why did the leopardesses that Paul describes in Second Timothy 3:6-7
have difficulty changing their spots?
They were gullible and thus vulnerable to being led astray by false brethren
who crept in and taught them a form of godliness that denied power to God
himself. Such were “always learning and never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth.”
4. A sinner becomes like a leopard, unable to change his spots, when
iniquity becomes natural and instinctive to him. How did Paul describe this
problem in the following passages?
•

First Timothy 4:2: The conscience can be seared by repeated sin as
surely as the flesh can be scarred by a hot iron.

•

Ephesians 4:17-19: One can sin so relentlessly that he quits even
feeling the sting of rebuke, making it of no effect.

•

Ephesians 2:3: A wrathful lifestyle can become our nature if we let
the prince of the power of the air have his way with us.
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5. Although a leopard’s spots are permanent, a sinner’s need not be. What
makes the difference (Matthew 18:1-3, Luke 3:7-14)?
The key lies in changing those temporary, removable spots by means of
conversion and repentance. Conversion is change and genuine repentance is
the vehicle of change, as a man exchanges his sinful habits for holy ones.
6. Some assert that the womanizer, homosexual, and substance abuser are all
born that way and like the leopard, they neither can nor must change their
God-ordained spots. What does the Holy Spirit say, though (First
Corinthians 6:9-11)?
Some in Corinth were guilty of these very sins, yet they were washed,
sanctified, and justified when they reformed their behavior.
7. Did Jonah think the Ninevites could change their spots? What made it
possible? What is our version of this today (Second Corinthians 5:9-11,
Second Timothy 3:16-17)?
Jonah probably figured the Ninevites would murder him when he preached
repentance to them, but his warning led them to repentance and God
preserved them for another 160 years. Today, knowing the terror of the
Lord, we persuade men through instruction and rebuke so they may learn
how to please him before it is eternally too late.
8. How does Peter employ two other animals to make the same point
Jeremiah had about the leopard (Second Peter 2:20-22)?
Those who are led astray by false teachers are like a dog that returns to eat
its own vomit or a cleansed sow that goes back to wallow in the mire. The
latter end is worse than the beginning for the leopard that puts its spots back
on.
9. What is the point of the warning in Hebrews 12:12-17?
Eventually it becomes too late to change one’s spots, for judgment arrives
for the unprepared as well.
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Lesson 3: A Drop in a Bucket
It is easy to imagine what one means when he compares something to a drop
in a bucket. It is something almost completely insignificant compared to
what is required. Contributing a quarter to pay off a man’s million-dollar
debt is just a drop in a bucket. Isaiah used that phrase first and today we are
sometimes hamstrung by fears that our best efforts are but insignificant
drops in a bucket.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Consider Isaiah 40:12-31. What would you identify as the theme of the
passage?
Isaiah is emphasizing what the ASV calls “The Incomparable Greatness of
God.”
2. What then is the impact of “ a drop in a bucket” in verse 15?
Compared to the greatness of God, all the glory of all the men of all the
Earth are but nothing. His bucket, as it were, overflows, while we struggle to
amount to anything in his presence.
3. No one knows for sure the population of the Earth in the days of Noah,
but we do know the number of those who survived the flood. How many
traveled with Noah (First Peter 3:18-22)? Were they not a drop in the
bucket? What did God do with that drop (Genesis 9:18-19)?
Eight souls traveled with Noah, including his own wife, children and their
spouses, in addition to the menagerie of animals. Compared to the
population of the Earth, they were but a drop in the bucket, but from them,
humanity repopulated.
4. On one occasion, Elijah the prophet felt like a human drop in a bucket
compared to the overwhelming number of idolaters. How did God answer
his pessimism and discouragement (First Kings 19:1-18)?
God taught him that he still had 7000 who had not bowed the knee to Baal,
and besides that, Elijah had a work to do in order to glorify a God who
speaks in the still, small voice.
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5. We often sing, “There is room in the kingdom of God, my brother, for the
small things that you can do.” Yet when it is time to do the small things, we
are prone to make excuses so that we can do nothing. What kinds of excuses
do we sometimes make?
No one will notice. Only a little fruit will be borne. We are few in number or
ability or dollars. Such efforts have not worked much before.
6. Sometimes we are discouraged from doing some good work because we
become convinced it will be judged insignificant or that our talents are too
meager to merit much success. What did Jesus teach about such
considerations (Luke 16:10, Matthew 25:14-30)?
Jesus taught that “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much;
and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much” (Luke 16:10).
Whether our talents overflow or are just a drop in the bucket, we are
required to make use of them.
7. What did Jesus do with twelve loaves of bread and a small number of fish
(Matthew 14:13-21, 15:32-38)? What’s the point?
He fed 9000 men plus women and children, miraculously doing something
great with but a drop in the bucket. Especially when we are plagued with
complacency because our talents seem only to be a drop in the bucket, we
must be optimistic and active so that at least something might get done.
8. Explain why the widow’s temple contribution was so impressive to Jesus,
when richer men were actually putting in far more (Mark 12:41-44).
Jesus explained that she was not at all hampered by thoughts that her mites
were only insignificant drops in the temple bucket. She contributed from her
poverty while the rich made no real sacrifice at all, but gave of their excess.
9. Feelings that we amount to or produce only a drop in the bucket can be
crippling individually and congregationally. What does Paul recommend?
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•

Galatians 6:9: Do not grow weary in doing good, for we shall reap
in due season if we do not lose heart.

•

Second Thessalonians 3:13: Do not grow weary in doing good, even
if everyone around you has.

Lesson 4: Sour Grapes
Sour Grapes is a toxic cocktail of resentment and envy, often served chilled
with vengeful words and deeds. Few know it, but the problem of sour grapes
dates as far back as the Bible and even refutes the most common false
religious doctrine in the world today.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Consider Jeremiah 31:27-30. What is the expression that Israel used and
which God hated to hear? What does it mean?
They said, “The fathers have eaten sour grapes, And the children’s teeth are
set on edge.” It means the children were blaming their ancestors for the
distasteful circumstances in which they found themselves. It would be akin to
saying that our fathers ate rancid meat yet we suffer the dyspepsia.
2. From where did they get this idea (Exodus 20:5, Numbers 14:18)? Was
their interpretation of this warning what God intended? Explain.
The Law of Moses stated God would not clear the guilty, but would visit the
iniquity of one generation upon succeeding generations. God never intended
for his children to learn to pass the buck regarding personal accountability,
but to warn them of the long-term consequences of idolatry and other
national ills that would mar the country.
3. Name a few famous buck-passers in the Old Testament.
•

Adam blamed Eve and God when he was indicted for eating the
forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:8-13).

•

Aaron blamed the people for making him fashion an idol of their
golden earrings and other jewelry (Exodus 32:21-24).

•

King Saul blamed Samuel and the people when he usurped the duties
of a priest in an act of desperation (First Samuel 13:8-14).

4. Ezekiel, a prophetic contemporary of Jeremiah, spent an entire chapter on
the same sour proverb. According to Ezekiel 18, which soul shall die?
Which soul shall live? What does this do for the hope of securing salvation
through a sour grapes defense?
The soul that sins will die while the soul that walks in God’s statutes will
live. That eliminates any hope of salvation through sour grapes.
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5. Where is there any place in this concept for conversion and repentance
(18:21-23)? Why isn’t the righteous man once saved, always saved (24)?
Truly, the wicked man can turn from his sins and do what is lawful and right
and be saved from death. Likewise, however, the righteous man who turns to
evil will be lost anew.
6. What is God’s common standard under both Moses and Christ (Ezekiel
18:30-32, Second Corinthians 5:9-11)? Where does grace enter into the
equation (Romans 3:23, 6:23; Galatians 2:21, Colossians 1:6)?
God promises to judge every man according to his works, the deeds done in
his body. Grace is vital because all men sin and fall short of God’s glory, but
can likewise be redeemed through the gift of God in his son’s blood that
washes away that stain.
7. Who do I have to blame for my sinful condition (Romans 5:12-14)?
Adam? My grandparents or parents? God? A friend who is a stumbling
block? Explain your answer.
I have only myself to blame when I sin. I have to take responsibility and
repent and strive to do better in the future.
8. What does Paul say about personal accountability in Philippians 2:12-13?
What does this prove? What does it not prove?
We are commanded to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling,
allowing God to work in us and through us according to his will rather than
our own. While we cannot save ourselves apart from the blood of Christ and
grace of God, neither should we expect that we have no accountability in the
matter.
9. How does “sour grapes” harmonize with the Christian’s attitude toward
his enemies and regarding personal vengeance (Romans 12:14-21, Proverbs
24:17-18)?
Sour grapes make it impossible for us to rejoice with people we envy and
resent, or to weep when we are pleased they have met with some failure.
Confucius likewise said, “Before you embark on a journey of revenge, dig
two graves.”
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Lesson 5: The Land of Nod
Everyone has been to the Land of Nod, although no one knows for sure
where it is. Today, the land of Nod is a colloquial expression that describes
going to sleep, but it began in the Bible with the banishment of Cain. It
seems Jonathan Swift first used the phrase in its modern way in A Complete
Collection of Genteel and Ingenious Conversation, published in 1738.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Read Genesis 4:1-16. Why did Cain go out and dwell in the land of Nod?
Where was Nod?
Cain was banished from his home as a punishment from God for killing his
brother, Abel. The record reveals only that Nod was on the east of Eden. The
word “Nod” means vagabond or wandering in Hebrew and so the name
may simply remind us that Cain was a fugitive, rather than specifying some
particular place like India and China as some have supposed.
2. Because of its connection to the English expression, “nodding off,” the
land of Nod has become associated with going to sleep. That land of Nod–
sleep–is a frequent metaphor throughout the Bible as well. Sometimes it is
negative one–what does the writer have in mind in Proverbs 6:6-11?
The one goes to the land of Nod in this passage is the lazy man who is more
concerned about his next nap than his next meal. As a result, poverty comes
upon him.
3. What does the New Testament say about the lazy land of Nod in these
passages?
•

Titus 1:12-16: As Cretans were sometimes lazy gluttons, so men and
women today are tempted in the same direction and must be warned
to regain their assiduousness.

•

Second Thessalonians 3:6-15: Rather than supporting the idle and
enabling their laziness, churches are to warn them and even
withdraw from those who will not work and so neither should eat.

•

Ephesians 4:28: It is a virtue to work so that one can support himself
and have something to share with those who are in genuine need.
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4. Why did many in Corinth “sleep” (First Corinthians 11:20-34)?
Many were guilty of eating and drinking the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy
manner and their faith was growing lethargic, both as a cause and effect of
their passionless observance.
5. What six sins does Paul identify as works of darkness from which we
must awaken in Romans 13:11-14?
1. revelry

4. lust

2. drunkenness

5. strife

3. lewdness

6. envy

6. Sleep and darkness are obviously knotted together, especially as they
denote works of iniquity. Consider Ephesians 5:8-17. What is to be our
association with such matters?
We are to have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, rather
exposing them as we endeavor to remain awake so that Christ can lend us
his light and we can walk circumspectly and righteously.
7. List a few sins that seem to be more prevalent at night. According to the
apostle Paul, what two qualities will keep us out of this land of Nod (First
Thessalonians 5:4-6)?
Fornication, adultery, drunkenness, robbery, theft, etc., are among the works
of darkness, but if we choose to “watch and be sober,” we can avoid
becoming of the night and darkness.
8. The same letter uses the land of Nod to mean something entirely different
from being in sin. To what does sleep refer in First Thessalonians 4:13,
5:9-11?
In the latter references, “sleep” has reference to death.
9. Jesus repeatedly referred to dead people as sleeping temporarily (Matthew
9:24, Mark 5:39, John 11:11-12). These he raised from the dead; when will
others who sleep in Jesus arise (First Thessalonians 4:14-5:3)?
All those who died in Christ and sleep in his body shall arise in the
resurrection at his second coming in the clouds.
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Lesson 6: Blood on Their Hands
Maybe the expression “caught red-handed” has some connection to the
Bible axiom about “blood on their hands.” In any event, it is a sure sign of
guilt and the judge is never wrong about these things.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Consider Ezekiel 23:36-49. How did the blood get on the hands of the
accused?
God accuses them of dabbling in idolatry, a spiritual form of adultery
committed against him. Not only did they profane their worship and forsake
the Sabbath, they even sacrificed their own children to these idols by
passing them through a devouring fire, such as that of Molech.
2. Isaiah made a similar case against the people back in his day (1:10-15).
What was the cause and effect of the blood on these people’s hands?
Their hands were bloody because they pretended to be faithful people, when
in reality, they were guilty of all manner of sin. The result was that God
refused to listen to their prayers or attend to their assemblies.
3. What solution did God recommend to them (Isaiah 1:16-20)?
God told them to repent of their sins and begin living righteously.
Specifically, they were to stop oppressing the vulnerable and start defending
them.
4. A little more to our point, Isaiah repeats the same theme in chapter fiftynine of his prophecy. What was the effect there of their blood-stained hands?
Their iniquities separated them from God so that it appeared that he could
neither hear nor help them, when in reality, he was simply not interested in
enabling a band of faithless rogues.
5. People today would probably reserve the phrase “blood on their hands”
for what they would consider more serious or heinous sins. Are bloody
hands the only things that God hates (Proverbs 6:16-19, cf. Romans
1:28-32)? Explain.
No, God hates pride, deception, murder, wickedness, evil, forswearing and
instigation. While men would find few of these to be heinous, they are
enough to excite God’s anger.
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6. What is the answer for removing blood from a sinner’s hands?
•

Acts 22:12-16: Arise and be baptized, washing away your sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.

•

Ephesians 5:25-27: Christ washes the church with the word so that it
might be free of blemishes and spots.

•

Titus 3:4-7: We are not washed by our own efforts but through the
regeneration by the gospel when obedient faith meets divine grace.

•

First Peter 3:21-22: Baptism washes not the flesh, but makes an
appeal to God for a cleansed conscience.

•

First John 1:8-9: Christians must confess their sins in order to be
cleansed of them.

7. Consider Matthew 27:11-25. How did Pilate try to keep Christ’s blood off
of his hands? Did the Jewish people there make a similar effort?
Pilate pompously washed his hands in their presence to indicate his
disagreement with the crucifixion of Jesus, although he permitted it anyway.
The Jewish mob proclaimed that they would accept the blood on their
hands, because they believed he was deserving of death.
8. What did Caiaphas prophesy in this regard (John 11:45-57)?
Caiaphas prophesied that one should die for the nation and not the entire
nation itself. He predicted the crucifixion of Christ as both an offering to
Caesar and for the sins of all men.
9. Did the apostles’ audience on Pentecost have blood on their hands (Acts
2:29-37)? What were they told to do about it?
They had blood on their hands as Peter accused them of crucifying the Lord
and Christ, a sin which could be forgiven through repentance and baptism.
10. Why is the effect of the mob’s proclamation before Pilate still such a
plague today (Second Corinthians 3:12-16, Romans 10:1-4)?
Ignorance is removed in Christ and the Jews reject him.
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Lesson 7: No Peace For The Wicked
God’s word in Isaiah 57:21 has enough variants to make it seem like
multiple expressions. The original phrase–“no peace for the wicked”–has
mutated into “no rest for the wicked” and then “no rest for the weary.” The
original is best of course and the absence of peace in the heart of the wicked
is great disincentive for doing the wrong thing.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Consider Isaiah 57:14-21. God is here concerned with healing the guilty
conscience of the backslider. What kind of spirit does he need to develop to
be healed? Define your terms.
God will revive and bring peace to the one whose spirit becomes humble
(without pride) and contrite (penitent).
2. What particular sin is noted in this context as bringing on the anger of
God? How does this sin seem to promise peace to the one who pursues it?
Why does it fail (Ecclesiastes 5:10-17, Luke 12:13-21)?
God was angry at the backslider’s covetousness (17). Covetousness is a
form of idolatry in which the sinner believes that obtaining good will
somehow satisfy his spirit, but that pursuit is never self-fulfilling while the
spirit is left untended.
3. What are the wicked like, according to this passage (see also Jude 12-13)?
Explain.
The “wicked are like the troubled sea, When it cannot rest, Whose waters
cast up mire and dirt.” They are without peace, roiling and boiling without
any stability, but constantly producing filth and regret.
4. What constituted wickedness at the end of the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 7:21-27)?
Wickedness was simply defined by disobedience to the will of Christ, even if
one was partially obedient and responsible for some noteworthy and good
deeds. The presence of lawlessness meant that the same rain and flood that
the righteous man withstood would cause the wicked man to fall.
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5. Prayer is a good idea when one seeks peace, yet James warns that the
attitude behind prayer can produce as much instability as the initial trial.
What is the problem attitude that he identifies (James 1:2-8)?
Sometimes people pray for wisdom in the midst of trial, but they do so with a
strong attitude of doubt that God can deliver. For that reason alone, they
forfeit the stability that comes from prayer and can expect no positive
answer from God.
6. How does the prayer of the righteous bring him peace (Psalm 55:22,
Philippians 4:4-8)?
We are able to cast our burdens upon the Lord who cares for us and leave
behind our anxieties, trusting that he will preserve us no matter what.
7. The conscience is a prime suspect in removing peace from the heart of the
wicked, yet even the conscience can be crippled. How does Paul describe
the lifeless conscience in these passages?
•

Ephesians 4:17-19: These unbelievers were beyond feeling the
unpleasant pangs of a guilty conscience which might impel a person
to confess his sins and seek forgiveness through restitution.

•

First Timothy 4:1-2: These apostates spokes lies without remorse
because their consciences were seared as with a hot iron. Lack of
conscience is helpful in teaching error.

8. What does the writer of Proverbs 13:15-16 argue adds to the lack of peace
for the wicked?
The wicked finds no peace because he does not add godly wisdom to his
decision-making process, choosing instead to obey the folly of his
uncircumcised soul. Therefore, the way of the transgressor is hard.
9. Satan surely attempts to disturb the peace of the righteous as well as the
wicked. How does the Christian maintain his peace (First Peter 5:6-10)?
One humbles himself under the mighty hand of God, waiting for him to
perfect, establish, strengthen and settle him in spite of any onslaught of
temptation or trial which would fell the wicked.
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Lesson 8: Preaching to the Choir
Are you preaching to the choir or preaching to the converted? It probably
depends on whether you have a choir, but the point is the same. You are
making your point before those who already agree. Is that a scriptural
solution; does it have any value at all to teach the converted?
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. How do people get to be converted in the first place?
•

Romans 10:14-17: Faith comes by hearing God’s word preached.

•

Romans 10:8-11: Belief, expressed in confession.

•

Luke 13:1-5: Repentance to avoid perishing.

•

Matthew 18:1-5: Humility and conversion

•

Romans 6:1-7: One is baptized into Christ and becomes renewed.

2. What value did Peter find in preaching to the converted (Second Peter
1:12-15, 3:1-4)?
Peter believed that faithful hearts needed to be stirred up to new action by
being reminded of things they already know, but which might become
dormant over time. Eventually, the early leaders and stalwarts of the faith
must die, and will the faith if it is not taught to succeeding generations.
False teachers and scoffers, for instance, would have free course if not for a
new generation of faithful men.
3. Some like to argue that you preach to the lost and teach the converted,
making a distinction between preaching and teaching. They argue that you
must never preach to the converted. By contrast, the New Testament often
uses the terms interchangeably, so that the converted receive preaching as
well as teaching. What is preached in these passages and to whom:
•

Romans 1:15: The gospel would be preached to those in Rome,
including the original readers of this letter, the church there.

•

First Corinthians 15:1-11: The resurrection of Christ was preached
before and is preached here to those in Corinth who accept it.
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4. The Hebrew writer reveals what must be a pivotal reason the gospel is
preached even to the converted. Identify this reason from Hebrews 5:9-6:9.
The writer wants to tell the readers of deeper matters of their faith, but fears
they cannot understand because they have become dull of hearing. They
instead need to be reminded of the elementary principles of faith so that they
do not fall away from it and lose their salvation in the process.
5. What is the danger when the converted receive no more preaching,
according to Hebrew 2:1-4? What is the specific remedy mentioned here?
The danger is they will neglect their salvation and be unable to escape the
judgment of God on apostates. They must give the more earnest heed to the
things they had already heard.
6. What value would there be in reciting a passage like First Corinthians
11:22-26 during a worship service?
Reciting such a passage might serve to focus the worshipers’ minds upon the
task at hand, although he knows the facts well. Reminder does no harm and
may do much good in aiding concentration and gratitude.
7. How does the original King James Version render Second Timothy 2:15?
What does the same writer add in First Timothy 4:12-16? Is there room in
there for preaching to the converted, even if the converted is oneself?
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” There is much room for
studying and restudying the word of God so that knowledge expands with
each reading.
8. According to First Thessalonians 5:1-11, especially the last verse, what
are our aims when we preach to the converted? Consider also Romans
12:1-2.
We hope to comfort and edify one another by repeating certain themes
within the gospel, including our own salvation and hope in the midst of a
lost and dying world. All this is part of the renewal of the mind, reclaiming it
from carnal thoughts so it might be concentrated more spiritually for the
long term.
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Lesson 9: God Is My Witness
Remember when Scarlett said, “As God is my witness, as God is my witness
they’re not going to lick me. I’m going to live through this and when it’s all
over, I’ll never be hungry again. No, nor any of my folk. If I have to lie,
steal, cheat or kill. As God is my witness, I’ll never be hungry again”? In
Gone With The Wind, Scarlett O’Hara called God as her witness that she
would gladly sin against him than be hungry again, but the same phrase is
used in the Bible to much nobler ends.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Consider Romans 1:8-12. What is Paul’s purpose in adding “as God is my
witness” to his speech? Had he been to Rome to preach yet (1:15-17,
15:20-32)? Might this have something to do with his statement?
Paul is asking God to vouch for the truthfulness of what he is asserting,
although some might have doubted that he had the courage to make the
journey. Paul had been promising to come to Rome but had been
unsuccessful until this point and it might have been that his opponents were
sowing seeds of doubt about his sincerity.
2. The phrase is repeated in Philippians 1:3-8. What is Paul’s purpose here?
Is there perhaps a slight difference?
Here Paul is not anticipating the doubts of certain opponents, but trying to
make certain the Philippians knew how much he cared for them. The phrase
is used then for emphasis, more than force.
3. Think about the idea of calling God as witness. How would God testify
about someone’s truthfulness anyway (Romans 8:12-17, cf. Galatians
5:16-26)?
The only element that seems likely is that the person’s godly lifestyle bears
witness through the Holy Spirit’s influence over it that one is truthful and
sincere, for he could not be a liar at the same time.
4. How did God bear witness for Abel (Hebrews 11:4)?
God bore witness that Abel was righteous when the man offered an
acceptable sacrifice and God praised it before Cain.
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5. What did some say about the fact that Paul had not visited Corinth either
(Second Corinthians 10:7-11)? How did Paul respond to that assertion
(Second Corinthians 1:15-23)?
Paul’s opponents suggested that he was only courageous from a distance by
his letters, but was afraid to come to Corinth personally. In response, he
again called God as his witness, although arguing that his word was his
bond and the presence of the Spirit was his evidence.
6. What accusations among the Thessalonians did Paul refute with God as
his witness (First Thessalonians 2:1-12)?
He refutes the argument that he was lazy and shiftless, taking advantage of
people through flattering words as a cloak for his true covetousness. Not
only did he call God as witness, but he asked the Thessalonians to testify of
his purity as well.
7. John adds more to this matter of God’s witness. What is the necessary
element for obtaining that testimony (First John 5:6-13)?
Faith that is persistent.
8. What sin would one be guilty of committing if he called God as witness to
a lie?
He would be guilty of taking God’s name in vain and using it blasphemously
as attached to an intentional falsehood.
9. Calling God as witness is akin to swearing to God and other expressions
common today (swearing on my mother’s grave, etc.). How did the
Pharisees and scribes use swearing to their advantage (Matthew 23:16-22)?
These learned Jews concocted a system whereby even their oaths were not
binding, unless made in a certain insider fashion. Their oaths were more
dramatic than simply swearing before God, but the real objective was to
leave him out of a false oath.
10. Consider Matthew 5:33-37. What is the fix for the habit of swearing to
falsehoods?
Jesus not to swear at all by this or that, but to speak the truth and let God be
your witness as a man of honest reputation.
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Lesson 10: Judases and Jezebels
Benedict Arnold and Typhoid Mary are just newer versions of some biblical
names of infamy and ignominy. Consider Judas and Jezebel–there is a
reason that these names are not competing with Jacob and Emily for
popularity among new parents.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. In Bible times, Judas was a common name. Identify the Judases in the
following passages:
• Matthew 13:55: This Judas was a fleshly brother of Jesus, along
with James, Joses, Simon and his sisters. He is also probably the
author of the Book of Jude.
• Acts 1:13: Judas, the brother of James was one of the twelve
apostles, sometimes identified as “not Iscariot” (John 14:22) and
Thaddaeus and Lebbaeus (Matthew 10:3, Mark 3:18).
• Acts 5:34-37: Judas of Galilee was a Zealot in the days of the census
of Quirinius who ultimately failed to overthrow Rome and his
followers were dispersed at his death.
• Acts 15:22, 30-35: Along with Silas, this Judas was a prophet who
exhorted and strengthened Antioch’s brethren with words before
returning to Jerusalem.
2. The notorious Judas who ruined the name altogether is different from
each of these men. What do we learn about Judas Iscariot in these passages:
• John 6:66-71: Jesus knew that this one of his apostles would betray
him, becoming “a devil.”
• John 12:1-6: Acting as the band’s treasurer, Judas stole from the
funds and greedily attempted to prevent any benevolent act from
detracting from his horde.
• Luke 22:1-6, 47-48: Judas betrayed Jesus into the hands of his
enemies by alerting them to a time and place when they could seize
him secretly. Judas betrayed Jesus by kissing him to identify him.
• Matthew 27:1-10: Judas remorsefully returned his blood money to
the Jews, but they refused to accept it, spoiling his hope for
redemption.
• Acts 1:15-20: Judas left his office desolate by means of his own
suicide.
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3. While Jesus can still be betrayed by an apostate’s denial of belief, it is far
more likely today that one betrays the Lord by subtler means. What was
Paul’s warning to Titus about this potential (1:10-16)?
Some become insubordinate to Christ through greed and deception,
subverting others from the truth and defiling their consciences. While they
profess to know God, they deny him through their works and are useless to
the kingdom.
4. What must we do to reign with him (Second Timothy 2:7-13)? What
could Judas not endure? How might the same stumbling block keep us from
enduring?
We must endure all things. As Judas could not endure his own greed, so we
are distracted from keeping the faith by materialism and selfishness.
5. Jesus identified something else that tempts people to betray him. What is
it (Matthew 10:32-39)? How might this occur?
Some betray Jesus in the interest of appeasing family members who might
disbelieve or cling to unscriptural traditions that interfere with the pure
exercise of faith.
6. What do people mean when they call some woman “a Jezebel”? Who was
Jezebel (First Kings 16:29-31)? List a few of her infamous deeds (First
Kings 18:4, 19; 19:1-2; 21:1-16).
A Jezebel is a scheming, evil woman, bent on her own ambitions. The
biblical Jezebel was the idolatrous Sidonian wife of Israel’s King Ahab.
Jezebel massacred prophets, threatened Elijah and murdered Naboth to steal
his vineyard for her whiny husband.
7. How did nasty Jezebel meet her end (Second Kings 9:1-10, 30-37)?
By prophecy, Jezebel was punished by being murdered by her servants who
threw her from a window. The dogs ate her flesh.
8. How did Jesus use her character in his letter to the church at Thyatira
(Revelation 2:20-23)?
She was a warning to those who were rebuked, but would not repent.
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Lesson 11: Holier Than Thou
Nobody likes a “holier-than-thou attitude,” including God, who really is
holier than thou, whoever thou art.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Consider Isaiah 65:1-5. How did the people of Israel betray their claim to
be holier than others? What was God’s solution?
Israel practiced paganism, idolatry and hypocrisy by walking in a way that
was not good but according to their own thoughts. God reached out to them,
but they ignored his pleas, so he turned to reach to the Gentiles.
2. Think for a moment, though. What if they really were holier than others?
Why wouldn’t that validate their disdain for the rest (Luke 17:7-10)?
Even if they were holier than others, they would have no right in themselves
to reject others and operate by self-righteous pride.
3. Why did Jesus preach the parable of the Pharisee and publican (Luke
18:9-14)? How did the former express his holier-than-thou attitude? How
did the latter express the opposite attitude?
Jesus taught the parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous. The Pharisee bragged about his holiness and superiority to
others, including his neighbor, who simply begged for mercy for his sins.
4. A thorough reflection on Christ’s condemnation of these Pharisees in
Matthew chapter twenty-three reveals that a “holier-than-thou attitude” often
conceals something sinister. In your own words, what were the Pharisees
concealing beneath their pious garments?
The Pharisees were hypocrites who liked to appear pious and devoted, but
who ignored the very burdens they bound onto others and took every
dishonest advantage in matters of charity, proselytizing and business.
5. The “holier-than-thou attitude” is usually the hallmark of the fault-finder–
a person adept at identifying the failures of those around him, but woefully
blind to his own. What is the Lord’s counsel to such a one (Matthew 7:1-5)?
What does James add (2:12-13)?
Jesus teaches him to remove the plank from his own eye before he goes after
the speck in another’s. We must be careful not to judge others regarding
their weaknesses more strictly and severely than we judge ourselves
regarding ours. James adds that judgment is without mercy to one who has
shown no mercy to others.
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6. If we cast off a “holier-than-thou attitude,” must it follow that we cease to
reprove, correct and expose wickedness (John 7:24, James 5:19-20)? If not,
how do we practice the latter without becoming guilty of the former
(Galatians 6:1-2, First Corinthians 10:12, Ephesians 4:15)?
We must learn to practice reproof more selflessly, with the objective of
edifying the lost, not embarrassing them for our own entertainment. We look
to ourselves and realize our own frailty, regarding perhaps very different
weaknesses, and then proceed with love.
7. The “holier-than-thou attitude” is rarely silent for very long. What sins
result from this attitude that disprove its claim (First Timothy 5:13, Second
Corinthians 12:20)? What is wiser (Proverbs 17:9)?
Such a person is commonly guilty of gossip and slander, as well as inciting
trouble among brethren. Instead, we should refrain from nitpicking and fault
finding so that we can conceal the shortcomings of others and not
embarrass the penitent or struggler.
8. What made the Jewish Christians in Rome feel holier than others,
including their Gentile brethren (Romans 2:17-24)? What makes some
Christians behave with the same kind of attitude today? Why isn’t the
believer justified in such an attitude (Romans 3:21-27)?
These Jews felt holier than others because they rested on their law-keeping,
circumcision and knowledge, overlooking their flaws and need for grace.
Christians today sometimes adopt this proud attitude based on church
attendance, giving or morality. Because his holiness depends on unmerited
favor, he is unjustified in such boasting according to the law of faith.
9. Is it even possible to be holy (First Peter 1:13-19)? What is the difference
between being holy and acting holier-than-thou?
We are commanded to be holy in conduct as obedient children of God, but
such a proud attitude detracts from our holiness rather than enhancing it.
Humility is a necessary part of true holiness.
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Lesson 12: The Devil Made Me Do It
If you are old enough to appreciate a Flip Wilson reference, his character,
Geraldine, is credited with popularizing the expression, “The Devil made
me do it!” on television in the 1960s. How much truth is there in that
ultimate convenient excuse?
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. In what form do we find the devil in Genesis 3? Who is it that first argues
that the devil made him or her do it? To whom else does the first family
attempt to pass the buck?
Although Adam tries to pass the blame for sin onto the woman and God who
gave her, it is Eve who points a finger at the devilish serpent who deceived
her.
2. The operative question, then, is this: Did he make her do it? How did he
achieve his goal (First John 2:15-17, First Timothy 2:14)?
No, Satan tempted her and deceived her by appealing to her sense of pride
(becoming like God in knowing good and evil) and her lust of the eyes
(edible and pleasant to the eyes).
3. If Adam was not deceived by Satan or Eve, what is his excuse for
sinning?
He really has none. He willfully did what he wanted to do without much
consideration of the consequences.
4. Consider another early Bible character–Job. Was Satan permitted to make
Job do his will? What tactics did Satan employ (Job 1:6-12)? Did they
succeed (Job 1:22)?
Satan was restricted by God from making the temptation unbearable or
simply killing Job. God allowed the tempter to injure the man, but never
could he make Job do anything. It was up to faithful Job to remain true to
his Lord and not curse him.
5. Did Satan make Judas betray Jesus (Luke 22:1-5)? How did Satan appeal
to this disciple (John 12:1-6)?
Satan did not compel Judas to betray Jesus, but rather appealed to his greed
which overwhelmed his faith and loyalty.
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6. James lays out the process of temptation and sin (1:12-15). How does it
work? What is the starting place?
Each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed,
so that when desire has conceived, it births sin, which by maturing, brings
forth death. It all starts with desire, which may be inherently wicked or
something otherwise good, but made evil by circumstances.
7. Satan succeeds then by means of deception and the exploitation of human
desires. What happens to us, according to the following passages?
•

Romans 13:11-14: Revelry, drunkenness, lewdness, lust, strife and
envy provide the devil an opportunity.

•

Second Corinthians 2:10-11: Ignorance allows Satan to take
advantage of us.

•

Ephesians 4:26-27: Uncontrolled anger gives place to the devil,
which he will use to engender strife among people.

8. Read Hebrews 3:12-13. What is deceptive about sin?
Sin is deceptive in that people think they can get away with certain things
that God will never see or care about. Sin is deceptive because its pleasures
seem to be more enduring in prospect than they are in reality.
9. What is deceptive about riches (Matthew 13:22, Proverbs 23:5, Proverbs
23:4)?
Riches make themselves wings and fly away even after we invest all of our
hope in them to bring joy and fulfillment.
10. What promises does God make concerning Satan’s ability to make us do
anything (First Corinthians 10:1-13, Ephesians 6:10-17)?
God will always limit temptation to something that is personally bearable
and make plain the way of escape so that we can survive. Moreover, he
provides the believer with a suit of armor that protects him from mortal
blows.
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Lesson 13: Review
1. Consider the origin of this expression in Job 19:7-22. What is Job trying
to tell his friends in this passage and with this phrase? Some are hoping to
avoid Hell by the skin of their teeth. What might this reveal about them and
their preparations and whether their hope is realistic (Second Corinthians
5:2)?
Job feels as if he has escaped death by only the slimmest of margins, having
endured so many awful indignities, apparently at the hand of a judgmental
God. One who is hoping to avoid Hell by the skin of his teeth is probably
counting on God tolerating a large dose of willful sin.
2. Read Jeremiah 13:20-23. What are the answers to the two rhetorical
questions found in verse 23? What is God trying to communicate here?
The leopard cannot change his spots any more than the Ethiopian could
change the pigment of his skin from dark to light. In the same way, the sinful
people in Judah had proven unable or unwilling to change the greatness of
their iniquitous ways.
3. Consider Isaiah 40:12-31. What would you identify as the theme of the
passage? What then is the impact of “ a drop in a bucket”?
Isaiah is emphasizing what the ASV calls “The Incomparable Greatness of
God.” Compared to the greatness of God, all the glory of all the men of all
the Earth are but nothing. His bucket, as it were, overflows, while we
struggle to amount to anything in his presence.
4. How does sour grapes harmonize with the Christian’s attitude in Romans
12:14-16?
Sour grapes make it impossible for us to rejoice with people we envy and
resent, or to weep when we are pleased they have met with some failure.
5. What six sins does Paul identify as works of darkness from which we
must awaken out of the Land of Nod in Romans 13:11-14?
Revelry, drunkenness, lewdness, lust, strife and envy
6. Why is the effect of the mob’s proclamation about blood on their hands
before Pilate still such a plague today (Second Corinthians 3:12-16, Romans
10:1-4)?
Ignorance is removed in Christ and the Jews reject him.
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7. Consider Isaiah 57:14-21. God is here concerned with healing the guilty
conscience of the backslider. What kind of spirit does he need to develop in
order to be healed? Define your terms.
God will revive and bring peace to the one whose spirit becomes humble
(without pride) and contrite (penitent).
8. What value did Peter find in preaching to the converted (Second Peter
1:12-15, 3:1-4)?
Peter believed that faithful hearts needed to be stirred up to new action by
being reminded of things they already know, but which might become
dormant over time. \
9. Think about the idea of calling God as witness? How would God testify
about someone’s truthfulness anyway (Romans 8:12-17, cf. Galatians
5:16-26)?
The only element that seems likely is that the person’s godly lifestyle bears
witness through the Holy Spirit’s influence over it that one is truthful and
sincere, for he could not be a liar at the same time.
10. What does it mean when someone is called a Judas or Jezebel today?
He is a traitor and she is a nasty woman.
11. What is the difference between being holy and acting holier-than-thou?
We are commanded to be holy in conduct as obedient children of God, but
such a proud attitude actually detracts from our holiness rather than
enhancing it. Humility is a necessary part of true holiness.
12. What promises does God make concerning Satan’s ability to make us do
anything (First Corinthians 10:1-13, Ephesians 6:10-17)?
God will always limit temptation to something that is personally bearable
and make plain the way of escape so that we can survive. Moreover, he
provides the believer with a suit of armor that protects him from mortal
blows.
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