GREAT THEMES OF

DANIEL
A Thirteen Lesson Bible Study by Jeff S. Smith

Introduction
The book of Daniel is numbered among the Old Testament’s major
prophets, called that not because of greater significance, but relative length.
Daniel was a prisoner-of-war, captured by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
when Jerusalem finally met its long-predicted demise. Daniel was taken
away, educated and trained that he might serve his new king in government
service, but he maintained so much of his Hebrew culture and upbringing
that he and many like him were able to preserve a faithful remnant on which
a new Israel was founded. The book that bears his name begins with six
historical chapters about his own exploits, while the last half displays a
series of prophetic images.
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Lesson 1: The King’s Service
Text: Daniel 1:1-21
1. How did Nebuchadnezzar apparently defeat Jehovah in 605 B.C. (Daniel
1:1-2; cf. Second Chronicles 36:5-7)? How could God allow himself to be
humbled like this (see Second Kings 20:17-18 and Habakkuk 1:1-11)?
Nebuchadnezzar appears to defeat God by besieging Jerusalem, capturing
its king and stealing away many of its treasures for inclusion in the temple of
his own deity, probably Marduk. God was not humbled at all, but allowed
his people to be humbled. The point of this entire book, especially chapters
one through six, is that God is still sovereign.
2. The Babylonians carried out at least three deportations of the Hebrews,
beginning with this one. What was Ashpenaz looking for in a captive
(Daniel 1:3-5)? How long were Daniel and his three friends to train?
He was told to select from the royal house or nobility those men who were
unblemished, good-looking, wise, knowledgeable and capable of serving in
the palace after studying the language and literature three years.
3. Discuss the benefits and dangers of a secular education as it relates to the
spirit of a man (see First Corinthians 1:19-24 and Acts 4:13).
Secular education allows one to read and to frame questions of the universe
and human nature against historical experience. Sometimes, however,
secular learning is positioned as an opponent of the divine in an atheistic
attempt to discredit God and the Bible.
4. Complete the name change chart below (Daniel 1:6-7):
Hebrew Name

Hebrew Meaning

Chaldean Name

Chaldean Meaning

Daniel

God is my judge

Belteshazzar

Bel’s Prince

Hananiah

Jehovah hath favored

Shadrach

of the Sun god

Mishael

Who is comparable to
God

Meshach

Who is comparable
to Shak?

Azariah

Whom Jehovah helps

Abed-Nego

Servant of shining
fire
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5. Why did Daniel refuse to eat the king’s delicacies (1:8-16; see also
Leviticus 11:41-47 and Deuteronomy 32:36-38)?
These delicacies were considered unclean under the law of Moses and
Daniel feared violating God’s law by eating things that were not kosher.
6. Think about the reasoning in which Daniel might have engaged. Consider
what has happened, not only to him, but to the temple and all Israel. Can
you see how Daniel might have arrived at a different conclusion? What
might his reasoning have been? Why would that have proven faulty?
Daniel might have reasoned that God had been defeated and that his laws
were no longer binding because his authority had been abrogated. Daniel
might have succumbed to the temptation to eat delicacies or to follow the
mores of his new surroundings and participate in the feasts, but he did not.
7. Why did the chief of the eunuchs give Daniel and his three friends a
chance to observe their own diet?
God had brought Daniel into his favor and goodwill, causing him to allow
them 10 days to prove that their vegetarian diet would not harm their health.
8. What is the danger of wine (Proverbs 20:1, 23:29-35; First Peter 4:1-4)?
Wine’s danger lies entirely in its potential for inebriation and addiction,
rendering one incapable of independent, rational thought and making him a
slave to the next drink.
9. How did they appear after 10 days? Was this effect natural or miraculous?
After 10 days, the four friends appeared fatter and better than those who ate
the delicacies, which was likely the result of divine intervention.
10. How did they get their wisdom (Daniel 1:17)? How did Solomon get his
(First Kings 3:5-14)? How can we get wisdom (Proverbs 4:5-7, 16:16;
James 1:5-8)?
All wisdom comes from God, when one is humble enough to ask for it and
take it however it comes, even if through grave trial.
11. How long was Daniel’s public ministry (Daniel 1:18-21)?
His ministry lasted 67 years (605-538 B.C.).
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Lesson 2: Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
Text: Daniel 2:1-49
1. Whom did Nebuchadnezzar call to treat his insomnia (Daniel 2:1-3)?
What did they request before offering a diagnosis (4)?
Nebuchadnezzar called the magicians, astrologers, sorcerers and
Chaldeans–not the tribal confederation of lower Mesopotamia, but a class
of priest/magicians. They only asked that the king tell them the plot of the
dream before offering an interpretation that would permit him to rest easy.
2. Why did he refuse to tell them the details of his dream (2:5-9)?
Nebuchadnezzar understood that his interpreters were not really loyal to
him, but themselves and whatever he could give them. Were he deposed, they
would simply transfer their affections to his replacement. Because of this
attitude, he knew that they were willing to tell him only what he wanted to
hear, rather than what his dreams really revealed. If they could not describe
the dream, they surely could not interpret it, even if he told them.
3. His interpreters were classic “Yes-Men,” who feared the truth and the way
their master would respond. How do you go about telling the truth to your
own employers and job superiors (Ephesians 4:15, 6:5-8; Revelation 22:15)?
One supposes that caution and discretion are indicated, but that dishonesty
is never valid. Respectable employers will want the truth, even when it hurts.
4. What conclusion did Nebuchadnezzar draw when the wise men refused
even to try to describe his dream (Daniel 2:10-15)? How did Daniel and his
three friends escape his rage?
Nebuchadnezzar realized that his wise men had no real power to work their
miracles and decreed their deaths, but Daniel bought time from Arioch.
5. What penalty did the Law of Moses determine for false prophets
(Deuteronomy 18:17-22)?
Because such a prophet obviously spoke presumptuously, God decreed that
he should die for his dishonesty and attributing to the Lord ideas he did not
convey.
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6. What is to be done with false prophets and teachers today (Revelation
22:18, Second Peter 2:1-3, Second Timothy 3:5, Romans 16:17-18)? How
can their reliability be tested (First John 4:1-6, Acts 17:11)?
While we are not permitted to execute them, we are commanded to test them
and shun those found to be false and impenitent.
7. How did Daniel discern the dream and its interpretation (Daniel 2:16-23)?
God revealed the dream to him in a night vision, rather than through his
own wisdom or intellect, which might have been as subjective and fallible as
any other wise man in Babylon.
8. Explain Daniel’s mercy and humility (2:24-30).
Daniel intercedes for all the surviving wise men, including the pagans, by
offering to interpret the dream. Perhaps he only intended to save his three
Hebrew friends, though.
9. What was the theme of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream? To whom do the secret
things belong (Deuteronomy 29:29)?
God had made known to the king what would happen in the latter days. The
things that remain secret belong to God.
10. Complete the chart (Daniel 2:31-45).
Body Part

Material

Kingdom

1

Head

Gold

Babylon

2

Chest, Arms

Silver

Medo-Persia

3

Belly, Thighs

Bronze or Brass

Greece

4

Legs, Feet

Iron, Iron and clay

Rome

11. Summarize the dream and its interpretation.
Daniel saw the future of world history, with successive kingdoms until the
time of Christ during the Roman reign.
12. How did Nebuchadnezzar respond?
He promoted Daniel and his three friends.
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Lesson 3: Fiery Furnace
Text: Daniel 3:1-30
1. What did Nebuchadnezzar quickly do about his dream (Daniel 3:1-7)?
The king made a golden image, not completely dissimilar to the one he had
dreamt about, and erected it in the plain of Dura for his people to worship.
2. Nebuchadnezzar not only summoned every bureaucrat of his government,
but also made his declaration to all his “peoples, nations and languages.”
What might have been his intent with the idol in the midst of a religiouslymixed empire?
Perhaps he was ready to establish a national religion and unite his people in
it instead of their disparate faiths.
3. What is implied when one worships?
It is implied that one believes in and adores the object of his worship,
regardless of its legitimacy or character. He places himself in submission to
that object.
4. Why didn’t Shadrach, Meschach, and Abed-Nego comply with
Nebuchadnezzar’s decree (Daniel 3:8-12; cf. Exodus 20:1-6, 32:7-10)?
They were Jews who worshiped Jehovah and refused to compromise their
convictions to obey the king’s blasphemous and idolatrous command. The
first of the 10 commandments had forbidden just this kind of idolatry and
God had reacted with hot anger when Israel first disobeyed by the hand of
Aaron who made them a molten calf to worship.
5. Why would it have been a problem for the three Jews just to go along
with the decree, objecting silently and repenting later (Revelation 2:10 and
Matthew 10:32-37)?
God never gave anyone permission to sin against him so long as they
apologized later. He has no tolerance for idolatry.
6. The United States is filled with statuary–the Lincoln Memorial, the Statue
of Liberty and in most city squares, county courthouses and state capitols.
What is the difference between these modern statues and the one
Nebuchadnezzar erected and the kind Moses forbade?
These today are not idols, either in intent or practice.
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7. What challenge did Nebuchadnezzar issue as he interrogated the three
Jews (Daniel 3:13-15)?
He asked, “And who is the god who will deliver you from my hands?”
8. Were the three convinced they would survive the fiery furnace (3:16-18)?
What would become of their faith if they should watch each other
incinerated (Second Corinthians 1:8-11, Hebrews 3:12-15)?
They were mostly convinced that God would save them somehow, but even if
he allowed them to die, they would still believe.
9. How did the king stack the odds against their survival (Daniel 3:19-23)?
Who died in the furnace that day?
He heated the furnace seven times hotter than usual and had them bound in
their clothing so that they could not escape. The servants who delivered
them to the furnace were killed by its heat.
10. What astonished Nebuchadnezzar (3:24-25)? Explain what he saw.
He saw a fourth man walking loose in the midst of the fire, unbound and
unhurt and like the Son of God. This might be another appearance of the
Angel of the Lord or some other manifestation of the pre-incarnate Christ,
or simply an angel that impressed him.
11. How thorough was their preservation (3:26-27)?
They were not burned, their hair was not singed, their garments were not
scorched and there was not even the smell of fire upon them.
12. How is Christ likewise able to save us to the uttermost (Hebrews
7:25-28)?
He ever lives to make intercession for his penitent brethren.
13. What did Nebuchadnezzar acknowledge they had done with their bodies
(Daniel 3:28-30)? How were they rewarded? What does God ask of us
(Romans 12:1-2, Ephesians 4:20-24, First Peter 4:1-5)?
As they yielded their bodies, so we must present ours as living, daily
sacrifices by submitting to God’s will rather than our own whims.
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Lesson 4: Nebuchadnezzar is Humbled
Text: Daniel 4:1-37
1. Is Nebuchadnezzar now a monotheistic worshiper of the one true God
(Daniel 4:1-3)? Explain.
Nebuchadnezzar never appears to get over his polytheism. Even after the
great events of chapters two, three and here, he continues to believe in
Jehovah only alongside the idols of Babylon.
2. What was his condition as this new dream came upon him (4:4-9)? What
might this foreshadow about the dream and its fulfillment (Proverbs
16:18-19; cf. Second Peter 3:4, Matthew 24:42)?
Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in his house, flourishing in his palace.
Nebuchadnezzar sounds contented and complacent, and hardly concerned
about anything interrupting his joy. He is ripe for a fall, therefore.
3. Why did Nebuchadnezzar figure that Daniel could interpret his dream
(Daniel 4:10-18)?
Daniel had proven his capability before being promoted to chief magician
and Nebuchadnezzar understood that the Spirit of the Holy God was in him.
4. Explain what it means for the Spirit of God to dwell in someone (Acts
2:17, 38; 6:3, 7:51; Romans 5:5, 8:1-11; First Corinthians 3:16, Galatians
5:18)?
In the early church, the Holy Spirit empowered the apostles and many other
gifted men and women to prophesy and work miracles in order to confirm
the divine origin of the gospel message. Even as those gifts disappeared, the
Spirit continued to dwell in Christians in the sense that they exhibited his
fruit and influence in their own lives.
5. Who decreed the tree’s demise? Why? Who are the watchers?
The watchers and holy ones–possibly angels–decreed its demise so that the
living might learn that God rules in the kingdom of men and establishes
governments.
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6. What might God do today to reestablish this understanding about the
affairs of men and governments?
Without benefit of inspired prophets, it is almost impossible to discern when
God is acting among men and their governments toward similar ends today.
Spiritual people should take to heart the events of the world and consider
what they might mean, although some uncertainty is likely to prevail
anyway.
7. What was to happen to the tree’s heart? For how long?
The tree’s heart–his thinking, feeling and actions–was to change from that of
a man to a beast until seven times pass over him.
8. Whom did the tree represent (Daniel 4:19-22)? How?
The tree represented Nebuchadnezzar, who had become a great emperor,
establishing a kingdom that spanned the known world and ruled in the
affairs of many peoples, nations and tongues.
9. Essentially, what was about to happen to Nebuchadnezzar (4:23-25)?
He was about to enter a period of apparent insanity, in which he would lose
much of his power.
10. What was Daniel’s advice (4:26-27; see also James 1:27)?
Daniel advised Nebuchadnezzar to break off his sins by becoming righteous
and merciful toward the poor, so that his prosperity might be lengthened.
11. How can otherwise moral people forget about sharing and helping the
less fortunate (First John 3:16-19, Philippians 2:3, Hebrews 13:1-3, 16)?
Every Christian will be compelled to sacrifice, but some will find sharing
material goods to be the severest sacrifice of all, and will simply choose not
to participate, hoping that their general morality will make up for their
selfishness.
12. What brought on Nebuchadnezzar’s downfall (Daniel 4:28-33)?
He boasted that he was responsible for his own success, forgetting to give
thanks and glory to God.
13. What did Nebuchadnezzar learn from this experience (4:34-37)? What
did you learn?
He learned a little humility and dependence on God. We can learn that God
is sovereign and that he can even use heathen in his plans.
8

Jeff S. Smith

Lesson 5: Handwriting on the Wall
Text: Daniel 5:1-31
1. Some time elapses in between chapters four and five, which introduces
the character, Belshazzar, who was regent for his father, Nabonidus, king of
Babylon from 556 to 539 B.C. Nabonidus preferred to reside in Tema,
leaving Belshazzar in charge in Babylon. What did Belshazzar do while
Nabonidus was away (Daniel 5:1-4)?
Belshazzar threw a magnificent party, sparing no expense in showing off his
riches to a thousand of his lords.
2. What happens to the cups that had been stolen from Solomon’s temple
(see also Revelation 9:20)?
Belshazzar causes his guests, including his many lords, wives and
concubines to drink wine from them and to toast the false gods of gold,
silver, bronze, iron, wood and stone.
3. How did God respond to this blasphemy (Daniel 5:5-9)? What effect did
this have on Belshazzar?
A man’s hand appeared and wrote on the plaster wall, frightening
Belshazzar so badly that his knees knocked against each other and his hip
joints went loose.
4. What promotion did he promise to the interpreter?
He promised to make him third ruler in the kingdom.
5. Whom did his mother recommend for the job (5:10-12)? Why?
The queen recommended Daniel, chief of magicians, who had interpreted
dreams for Nebuchadnezzar and proven himself to possess an excellent
spirit, knowledge, understanding, and power to interpret dreams, solve
riddles and explain enigmas.
6. What did Daniel say about the rewards and promotion (5:13-17)?
He appears to refuse them at this point.
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7. To what event does Daniel make reference as he interprets the dream
(5:18-21)?
Daniel refers to the events of the previous chapter, in which it appeared that
Nebuchadnezzar lost his mind for a period of time before regaining his
senses when he finally acknowledged God as his benefactor.
8. With what grave sin does Daniel charge Belshazzar (5:22-23)?
Daniel accuses Belshazzar of committing his blasphemy in spite of the fact
that he knew what had happened to his predecessor, Nebuchadnezzar, when
he had boasted of his own power.
9. What do these passages say about self-exaltation?
•

Proverbs 27:2: “Let another man praise you, and not your own
mouth; A stranger, and not your own lips.”

•

First Peter 5:5-6: We should submit ourselves to one another and
especially to God, humbling ourselves so that he might exalt us in
due time.

•

James 4:7-10: We can only be lifted up if we humble ourselves first.

10. What might Belshazzar have learned from the Lord’s parable of the
wedding feast (Luke 14:7-14)?
When it comes to feasting, choose a lowly place and wait to be asked up.
Belshazzar figured there was no higher seat than the king’s, but he neglected
to acknowledge a higher monarch than himself–God.
11. What was the interpretation of the inscription (Daniel 5:24-28):
•

MENE: God has numbered your kingdom and finished it.

•

TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balance and found wanting.

•

PERES: Your kingdom has been divided to the Medes and Persians.

12. In spite of the ugly report, the king still rewarded Daniel (Daniel
5:29-31). What did Belshazzar have for breakfast the next morning?
Nothing. He was slain that very night and replaced by Darius the Mede.
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Lesson 6: The Lion’s Den
Text: Daniel 6:1-28
1. What position did Daniel attain under Darius? What emotions are stirred
when someone else is promoted (Daniel 6:1-2; cf. Genesis 37:2-11)?
Daniel was made one of three governors in the empire, who oversaw the 120
satraps, or provincial governors. Other tend to feel envious, even
embittered, and can resort to great evil to even the score, even when the one
promoted is clearly superior.
2. Consider Philippians 1:12-20. What attitude motivated some of Paul’s
fellow preachers? What did he identify as a better attitude (2:1-3)?
Some preached Christ out of envy and strife, hoping to add affliction to
Paul’s imprisonment by replacing him or adding Judaizing elements to what
he had taught when free. He recommended the attitude of Christ–lowliness
of mind rather than selfish ambition or conceit.
3. How did Daniel distinguish himself even among the three governors
(Daniel 6:3-5)?
Daniel possessed a much more excellent spirit simply because he was a
genuinely honest servant of God. His enemies tried to find some fault in him
but could find no reason to accuse him of dishonesty to Darius.
4. The New Testament addresses stewards and slaves, roughly analogous to
what we call employees today. Daniel is very much typical of the kind of
employee that a believer should prove to be. What do we learn about that
position in these passages?
a. Ephesians 6:5-8: Bondservants should be obedient and sincere as if
they were doing service directly for Christ.
b. Colossians 3:22-25: Bondservants should labor heartily and
honestly, knowing that they will suffer negatively if they do not.
c. First Peter 2:18-20: Servants should be submissive even to masters
who are unjust and harsh, enduring grief because of conscience to
God.
Great Themes of Daniel

11

5. Where did Daniel’s enemies propose to find an accusation against him
that would stick?
They figured his religion would prove to be his problem–specifically some
command in the law of his God that could be fixed to conflict with Darius.
6. Why would Darius sign the decree the governors and satraps brought to
him (Daniel 6:6-9)? What happened to Herod when he responded in a
similar way to this kind of flattery (Acts 12:20-23)?
They massaged his ego and made him feel like a god. The people of Tyre and
Sidon praised Herod for his oration until God struck him down and he was
eaten by worms and died for not giving God the glory.
7. What did Daniel do in response to a decree to stop praying to God (Daniel
6:10)? On what enduring principle (Acts 4:19-20, 5:29)?
Daniel went home and prayed to God with his windows open three times
that day as had always been his custom.
8. Where should Christians pray (John 4:21-23, First Timothy 2:8)? When
(First Thessalonians 5:17)? What kind of setting (Matthew 6:5-6)?
Christians should pray everywhere, without ceasing, and not only in public
settings, but also in private.
9. Why couldn’t Darius deliver Daniel from the edict (Daniel 6:11-15)?
The law could not be altered, so Daniel could not simply be forgiven for
breaking it and had to be punished.
10. How did Daniel survive his night with the lions (6:16-23)?
God sent his angel to shut the mouths of the lions so that he was not hurt
because Daniel believed God and had done nothing to offend the king or the
Lord.
11. What became of Daniel’s accusers (6:24-28)?
They, along with their wives and children, were thrown to the lions and the
angel did not return.
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Lesson 7: Dreaming of Beasts
Text: Daniel 7:1-28
1. The first half of the book transitions into the second half as chapter seven
commences a series of visions that augment the experiences of the book thus
far. Where did we meet Belshazzar already (Daniel 7:1)?
Belshazzar appeared and died back in the fifth chapter, having become coregent with Nabonidus in 553 B.C.
2. To what chapter is this vision similar (Daniel 7:2-3)? What is meant by
the Great Sea?
This dream is similar to Nebuchadnezzar’s in chapter two, except that now
the image is four actual beasts rising out of the Mediterranean, or, here,
probably society in a figure.
3. Describe the four beasts that came out of the sea (Daniel 7:4-8).
Appearance

Kingdom

1

Lion with eagle’s wings and man’s heart

Babylon

2

Bear with three ribs between its teeth

Medo-Persia

3

Leopard with four wings and heads

Greece

4

Dreadful, terrible, strong beast with iron teeth

Rome

4. What modern nation is usually associated with the bear? Does the second
beast correspond to that modern nation? Why or why not?
The second beast does not correspond to Russia because no modern nation
fits the chronology of this prophecy.
5. What might the three ribs in the bear’s mouth represent?
They might represent three parts of the empire–Lydia, Babylon and Egypt–
which Cyrus and Cambyses conquered.

Great Themes of Daniel

13

6. Who established the Greek empire that followed Medo-Persia? What has
the number four to do with that empire?
Alexander the Great established the Greek realm, which was split into four
parts upon his death at a young age.
7. The fourth beast corresponds to the Roman empire, into which Jesus was
born. How does Daniel’s prophecy harmonize with what we learn about
Rome from the New Testament? What were its pompous words (Revelation
13:1-6)?
Rome was a ruthless conqueror and eventual persecutor of the church of
Christ. As the emperor demanded to be deified among his people, his words
became blasphemous and pompous.
8. How is God depicted (Daniel 7:9-10; cf. Ezekiel 1:26-28, Revelation
4:2)?
God is depicted as the Ancient of Days, sitting upon his fiery, wheeled
throne of authority and judgment in Heaven, fully in control over the affairs
of men, with a white garment and hair to match.
9. What became of the fourth empire (Daniel 7:11-12; cf. Revelation 19:20,
20:10)?
The fourth beast was slain for its blasphemy and was utterly destroyed. This
harmonizes with the book of Revelation which similarly describes the fall of
Rome as the killing of a beast.
10. What kingdom follows the fourth beast as worldwide empire (Daniel
7:13-18; cf. Mark 9:1, Colossians 1:13, Galatians 3:28-29)?
The church of Christ is the last empire, although not in the traditional
geographical sense, but rather invisibly and spiritually.
11. What first-century condition is prophesied by Daniel (7:19-22;
Revelation 1:7, 2:10)?
This is the governmental persecution of the early church.
12. When did Roman persecution of the church cease (Daniel 7:23-28)?
It officially ended in April 311 when Galerius issued an Edict of Toleration,
followed soon by the conversion of Constantine.
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Lesson 8: Ram and Male Goat
Text: Daniel 8:1-27
1. Who is Belshazzar (Daniel 8:1)? When did Daniel receive this particular
vision?
Belshazzar was regent for his father, Nabonidus, and was the last king of
Babylon, reigning from 553 B.C. until his death in 538. Daniel received this
vision in the third year of his reign, probably about 551 B.C.
2. Where was the vision set (8:2-4)? What did Daniel see at first? What does
the prophecy mean?
Daniel was transported to Shushan the Persian citadel along the River Ulai
in the province of Elam, present-day Iran. Daniel saw a ram with two horns
pushing westward, northward and southward so that no animal could
withstand him or deliver from his hand. He saw the Persian empire rising to
conquer the Babylonians of Belshazzar, as well as Lydia in Asia Minor and
Egypt to the south.
3. What followed the first animal in Daniel’s vision (8:5-7)? What was
notable about it? What empire and conqueror followed Persia in world
history?
A male goat then flew from the west with a notable horn between its eyes,
signifying the Greek conqueror, Alexander the Great, who defeated Persia in
just four years, but 200 years after Daniel predicted it.
4. What replaced the notable horn when it was broken (8:8-12)? What does
this signify? See if you can find the historical names that correspond to the
four new notable horns.
Alexander died at age 33 and was replaced by his four generals who shared
power in their own provinces–Ptolemy I in Egypt, Seleucus I in western
Asia, Lysimachus in Asia Minor and Cassander in Macedonia.
5. To what might the “Glorious Land” have reference?
The Glorious Land must be a reference to Palestine, where God’s people, the
Jews, then lived.
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6. The male goat went from one notable horn to four notable ones and then
back to one little horn. What did the little horn do?
The little horn, representing Antiochus IV Epiphanes, grew up to the host of
heaven and cast down some of the host and stars, indicating the elevation of
both his power and his pride. He even exalted himself to deity, dubbing
himself “Epiphanes,” meaning “God Manifest.” Most importantly, he
opposed the daily sacrifices of Hebrew worship and cast truth down to the
ground, even while prospering through it all.
7. A similar prophetic character appears in the New Testament writings of
the apostle Paul. Who is he (Second Thessalonians 2:1-12)? What is his
power? Who might be his unholy allies (Second Corinthians 11:13-14, First
John 2:18-19, Second Peter 2:1-3, 18-22)?
Paul prophesied about the man of sin who would sit in the temple of God
and pretend to be deity. He deceives those who do not love the truth, but
instead take pleasure in their own unrighteousness, finally facing
condemnation for it. He is the embodiment of religious hypocrisy and finds
allies among false teachers and other antichrist elements in the world.
8. How long would this desecration that Daniel foresaw last (Daniel
8:13-14)?
It would endure nearly seven years while Antiochus persecuted the land, the
Jews and their temple.
9. What did Daniel do in the presence of Gabriel (8:15-17)? Why? When do
we see Gabriel again?
Daniel fainted at the sight of the angel Gabriel because he was in awe of his
power and glory. Gabriel would return to announce the birth of Christ
hundreds of years later.
10. Gabriel explains to Daniel the meaning of the vision, even naming the
Medes, Persians and Greeks (8:18-22). What era of history is he describing?
He is describing the “end” or the “latter time of indignation,” which is not
the end of the earth, but rather the culmination of Jewish history prior to the
church age.
11. What nation stopped the terror campaign of the Greek Antiochus
(8:23-27)?
Rome intervened in 168 B.C. and kept him from taking Egypt.
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Lesson 9: Daniel’s Prayer
Text: Daniel 9:1-27
1. Who is Darius (Daniel 9:1)? Can you find out when his first year was?
Darius the Mede was the son of Ahasuerus and king over the realm of the
Chaldeans after the Medo-Persian alliance took control of the region. He
began to reign in 539 B.C.
2. To which other prophet does Daniel make reference (Daniel 9:2)? What
specific prophecy does he have in mind (cf. Second Chronicles 36:20-21,
Jeremiah 29:10-14)?
Daniel refers to Jeremiah who predicted a 70-year period of desolations in
Jerusalem, roughly corresponding to the invasions of 605 B.C. and the
Hebrew restoration to Judah in 537.
3. How did Daniel go about setting his face toward God to make his request
(Daniel 9:3-7)? How does James describe genuine prayer today (5:16)?
What place has fasting in our requests of God today (Luke 18:9-14, Acts
13:2-3)?
Daniel prayed, supplicated, fasted and put on sackcloth and ashes to signify
his genuine desire. James put the focus not on attire or place, but effective
fervor and righteous foundation for request. Fasting is still a viable
supplement to prayer today, but is not a meritorious accomplishment.
4. What sin does Daniel confess?
Daniel confesses on behalf of Israel who had done wickedly and rebelled
against the Lord by departing from his precepts and judgments, ignoring the
prophets like Jeremiah who warned them of the consequences.
5. Why do modern believers continue to depart from God’s precepts and
judgments today (Jude 16-25)?
Whenever one believes that God’s word is too costly or inconvenient or
embarrassing to keep, he will be tempted to go in his own direction. It is
impossible to keep oneself in subjection to God while simultaneously
exploring every chasm of iniquity that appears on the map.
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6. Israel’s happiness in the Promised Land was always conditional and God
warned them, chastened them and suffered long with them for centuries as
they tempted him to make the ultimate response. To what particular, very
ancient, warning does Daniel refer (Daniel 9:8-15; cf. Deuteronomy
28:15-68)? What was God’s ultimate response?
Moses had warned that disobedience would bring divorcement–that God
would not abide their rebellion forever, but would reach a point where he
would give Israel up to her iniquity and idols, which he did by
Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians. A century before, the Assyrians had
been used to punish Israel and now Judah was destroyed in about 586 B.C.
7. Why doesn’t Daniel blame God for being a bad father, or blame society or
some inherent disability or the serpent from the Garden of Eden?
Daniel is responsible enough to recognize his and his nation’s culpability in
its mess. It is not God’s fault or Egypt’s or even Nebuchadnezzar’s. People
tend to get what they deserve and Judah needed and deserved to be put
away.
8. Daniel goes even further in displaying his genuine understanding of
God’s grace (Daniel 9:16-19). To what does he ascribe this opportunity for
redemption? What does he admit is not worthy of such credit (18)?
Daniel credits God’s great mercies rather than Israel’s shabby righteous
deeds.
9. What modern works are necessary to earn one his salvation (Ephesians
2:8-10, Titus 3:4-7)? How is individual redemption really accomplished
(Romans 10:10-17)?
We can do nothing to merit redemption, but will be saved by grace through
faith rather than meritorious works of righteousness. This, however, does
not nullify our obligation to obey the gospel.
10. What did Gabriel identify as the purposes of the 70 weeks (Daniel
9:20-27)?
The 70 weeks were essentially a period of penance.
11. How did the Messiah’s covenant become effective (Hebrews 9:11-17)?
Christ died and his covenant took force. When Titus destroyed Jerusalem in
A.D. 70, the temple and classic Judaism ceased to exist, leaving the new
covenant room to expand.
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Lesson 10: Michael Arrives
Text: Daniel 10:1-21
1. When did the vision of this chapter come to Daniel (10:1-3)? What was
going on with the Jews at that time?
The vision came in the third year of the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia, about
536 B.C. as the Jews were returning en masse to Jerusalem to rebuild their
temple and religion.
2. How did Daniel react to the message? Why?
Daniel mourned for three full weeks, eating no pleasant food and taking no
meat or wine. Moreover, he did not even wash during this time because he
understood the great conflict for the Jews in the message.
3. What did Daniel see on the twenty-fourth day of the first month by the
Tigris River (10:4-6)? Compare to the visions of Ezekiel (1:26-28) and the
apostle John (Revelation 1:13-16)?
Daniel saw a certain man clothed in linen and a gold belt, whose body was
like beryl, but whose face shone like lightning. His eyes were similar to
torches and feet of bronze. His voice was like that of a multitude of people.
Ezekiel saw something very similar and identified it as “the glory of the
Lord.” John saw the Son of Man, but in an eerily similar manifestation.
4. Why did this encounter put Daniel to sleep (Daniel 10:7-9)? What New
Testament character experienced something similar?
Daniel was abandoned by his frightened companions and became weak and
frail as it progressed until he found on his face, possibly in a trance or
overcome by the shock. The apostle Paul had a similar experience on the
road into Damascus, as he was impeded by the risen Christ (Acts 22:6-11).
5. Why did the person come to Daniel in particular (10:10-12)?
He chose to visit Daniel because the prophet had humbled himself before
God and set his heart to understand God’s will, causing his entreaties to be
heard in heaven.
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6. Give some thought to what humility has to do with understanding the
Bible (Jeremiah 10:23, Proverbs 16:18, Ecclesiastes 12:9-14, First
Corinthians 10:12, Hebrews 12:7-11). What do you come up with?
It takes humility just to consider the Bible at all, since so many people are
intent upon doing things their own way. It requires humility not to impose
one’s own world-view and interpretation upon God’s word and to accept
correction as it comes.
7. What had delayed the person from coming to Daniel (10:13-14)? Who is
this mysterious Michael (cf. 12:1, Jude 9)?
The prince of the kingdom of Persia had withstood him for three weeks until
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help him. “In all these passages
Michael appears as the heavenly patron and champion of Israel; as the
watchful guardian of the people of God against all foes earthly or devilish.1
8. What does this suggest about the presence of temptation in our own,
mundane lives (Ephesians 6:10-12, 2:1-3, Second Corinthians 10:1-6,
Romans 8:26, James 4:7-8)?
Both the battle itself and the eternal stakes attached make our struggle
against temptation an epic confrontation. We are not just at war with simple
urges and weakness, but with invisible forces bent on our spiritual
destruction.
9. Why was Daniel sad (Daniel 10:15-19)? What strengthened him?
Daniel was sad because his vision overwhelmed him and left him feeling
powerless, confused and doomed. Michael touched his lips and then
strengthened him again, encouraging him to relax and be strong.
10. Where can a Christian draw strength when he feels discouraged (Psalm
55:22, Second Timothy 1:12, Romans 15:4, Hebrews 10:24-25)?
He should draw strength from prayer, thinking about heaven, from reading
the Bible, from brethren and by serving others in even greater need.
11. What other prince was due to arrive (Daniel 10:20-21)?
The prince of Greece.
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Lesson 11: Wars and Rumors of Wars
Text: Daniel 11:1-45
1. What then future conqueror and monarch is the subject of this section of
Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel 11:1-4)?
Alexander the Great, who defeated the Persian armies in 333 B.C.
2. What happened to his kingdom?
When Alexander died, Greece was divided among four generals into
separate kingdoms.
3. Chapter 11 contains a recapitulation of the vision of chapter eight, only
with much more detail (Daniel 11:5-20). Who were the primary characters
of that vision and chapter?
The ram and male goat, representing Medo-Persia and Greece, were the
subjects of that and this prophecy.
4. Who is the king of the South (Daniel 11:5-8)?
The king of the South represents the various Ptolemies who ruled Egypt and
invaded Syria and Mesopotamia.
5. How does the king of the North find success (11:9-16)?
Seleucus Callinicus led Syria in an unsuccessful invasion of Egypt, but his
sons, Seleucus III and Antiochus III carried on the conflict, only to be
defeated as well. Antiochus III later returned to fight with a great army and
much equipment and defeated Ptolemy V Epiphanes.
6. Three spiritual lessons can be gleaned from that success when compared
to the New Testament. What are they?
a. Second Timothy 2:1-4, 4:6-8: Perseverance
b. Ephesians 6:10-18, Second Corinthians 10:1-6: Bring your
equipment.
c. Second Thessalonians 3:6, Hebrews 10:24: March with the whole
army
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7. Did the king of the north finish victoriously or in defeat (Daniel
11:17-19)?
Antiochus moved his campaign to the coastlands of Asia Minor, but finished
in defeat at the hands of the Roman captain, Lucius, in 190 B.C.
8. Describe the two rulers who followed (Daniel 11:20-24).
a. verse 20: Seleucus IV Philopator raised money to pay the Roman
conquerors.
b. verse 21: Antiochus IV Epiphanes was vile and seized the kingdom
by intrigue.
9. What brought about the downfall of the new king of the South (Daniel
11:25-28)?
Antiochus defeated Ptolemy VI Philometor of Egypt as his allies turned
against him and he trampled on Israel.
10. What grieves the vile person (Daniel 11:29-35)? What does he do in
response?
Antiochus was grieved when Cyprian ships–the Roman envoy–came against
him and forced him out of Egypt in 168 B.C. Thus he began a campaign
against faithful Jews by using Hellenists to blend true worship with the
Syrian Greek Zeus/Baal worship.
11. When would the abomination of desolation return again (Matthew
24:15)? Who would survive both episodes (Daniel 11:32, Matthew
24:16-22)?
Jesus attached the desecration of the third temple to the Roman sacking of
Jerusalem in A.D. 68-70. Those who know their God would survive
Antiochus and Titus.
12. Describe his blasphemy (Daniel 11:36-45). How does Paul paint a
similar portrait for more modern times (Second Thessalonians 2:1-12)?
He would exalt himself above God and blaspheme the Lord, honoring gold
and silver and attacking truth until he, too, is destroyed. Paul foresaw a son
of perdition who would exalt himself above God to deceive weak believers
into apostasy before the end arrived.
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Lesson 12: The End
Text: Daniel 12:1-13
1. After a period of great persecution in which Judaism was corrupted by the
imposition of heathenism, a time of resistance and restoration under the
Maccabees followed. How does Daniel describe the persecution (Daniel
12:1-3)?
There had never been such trouble before as this.
2. Who would enjoy deliverance? Who would suffer more shame?
Everyone who is found in the book would awake to everlasting life, but those
who lost faith and compromised with the persecutors would face only
everlasting contempt.
3. With what similar book are Christians concerned (Revelation 3:5,
20:11-15; Exodus 32:31-34)?
Christians must make certain that their names are inscribed in the Lamb’s
Book of Life from which the dead will be judged.
4. This resurrection of Judaism paved the way for Christ to come and
foreshadows the final general resurrection of the dead on Judgment Day.
What is the standard of judgment on that day (Romans 2:5-11, John 12:48,
Romans 14:23)?
Judgment will be according to works, whether they were done in faith or
not, according to the words of Christ.
5. Who are the wise of verse three (James 3:1, Hebrews 5:12-14, First
Corinthians 3:5-6, First Timothy 4:6)?
The wise are those who teach others and bring them to salvation.
6. What was Daniel told to do with the book (Daniel 12:4)? How are
Christians treated similarly (Second Timothy 2:19, Second Corinthians 1:22,
Ephesians 4:30)?
We are sealed with the Holy Spirit through faithful submission.

Great Themes of Daniel

23

7. How long would the fulfillment of these wonders be (Daniel 12:5-7)?
What does that mean?
The time would amount to half of seven, or incompleteness, merely
signifying that God’s people would not always suffer, but that it would be a
while yet. Antiochus did not destroy the Maccabees, but the cause of
Jehovah was revived instead.
8. How would one understand the meaning of this and other prophecies,
especially those regarding the fate of mankind generally (Daniel 12:8-10; cf.
Ephesians 3:4, Matthew 7:7-11, 13:10-17; Second Thessalonians 2:9-12)?
The wise can understand because they seek answers with humble and honest
hearts.
9. What did another angel say about those intent on doing wickedness
(Revelation 22:10-11; cf. First Corinthians 14:38)?
The ignorant, unjust and filthy might as well remain that way, instead of
pretending to be righteous for the sake of someone else.
10. How can one be purified, whitened and refined (Second Timothy
2:20-23, Titus 1:15)?
He must flee from sin and pursue holiness while calling on the Lord out of a
pure heart.
11. How long would the desecration continue (Daniel 12:11-12)?
The time from Antiochus’s desecration of the temple to the Maccabees’ reconsecration was about 1,290 days (168-165 B.C.).
12. What could Daniel anticipate at the end of the days (12:13)?
Daniel could anticipate an inheritance
13. What can the Christian anticipate (Second Timothy 4:7-8, First Peter
1:3-5)?
Likewise, we anticipate an inheritance in heaven.
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Lesson 13: Review
1. What would you say is the theme of this book, uniting its two very
different halves?
The theme is the sovereignty of God, whether in the peculiar instances of
individual lives like those of Daniel, his three friends and the emperors of
Babylon and Medo-Persia or the vast history of mankind at the level of
whole empires and millennia.
2. Why did Daniel refuse to eat the king’s delicacies (1:8-16)? Can you see
how Daniel might have arrived at a different conclusion? What might his
reasoning have been? Why would that have proven faulty?
These delicacies were considered unclean under the law of Moses and
Daniel feared violating God’s law by eating things that were not kosher.
Daniel might have reasoned that God had been defeated and that his laws
were no longer binding because his authority had been abrogated. Daniel
might have succumbed to the temptation to eat delicacies or to follow the
mores of his new surroundings and participate in the feasts, but he did not.
3. Summarize Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and Daniel’s interpretation (2).
Daniel saw the future of world history, with successive kingdoms until the
time of Christ during the Roman reign.
4. Were Shadrach, Meschach and Abed-Nego convinced they would survive
the fiery furnace (3:16-18)? What would become of their faith if they should
watch each other incinerated (Second Corinthians 1:8-11, Hebrews
3:12-15)? How is Christ likewise able to save us to the uttermost (Hebrews
7:25-28)?
They were mostly convinced that God would save them somehow, but even if
he allowed them to die, they would still believe. Christ ever lives to make
intercession for his penitent brethren.
5. What brought on Nebuchadnezzar’s downfall (Daniel 4:28-33)? What did
Nebuchadnezzar learn from this experience (4:34-37)? What did you learn?
He boasted that he was responsible for his own success, forgetting to give
thanks and glory to God. He learned a little humility and dependence on
God. We can learn that God is sovereign and that he can even use heathen
in his plans.
6. What did the original handwriting on the wall mean (5:24-28)?
God has numbered your kingdom and finished it. You have been weighed in
the balance and found wanting. Your kingdom has been divided to the
Medes and Persians.
Great Themes of Daniel

25

7. What did Daniel do in response to a decree to stop praying to God (Daniel
6:10)? On what enduring principle (Act 4:19-20, 5:29)? How did Daniel
survive his night with the lions (6:16-23)?
Daniel went home and prayed to God with his windows open three times
that day as had always been his custom. God sent his angel to shut the
mouths of the lions so that he was not hurt because Daniel believed God and
had done nothing to offend the king or the Lord.
8. Who established the Greek empire that followed Medo-Persia? What has
the number four to do with that empire?
Alexander the Great established the Greek realm, which was split into four
parts upon his death at a young age.
9. What nation stopped the terror campaign of the Greek Antiochus, soon
becoming the last empire (8:23-27)?
Rome intervened in 168 B.C. and kept him from taking Egypt.
10. What sin does Daniel confess (9:3-7)?
Daniel confesses on behalf of Israel who had done wickedly and rebelled
against the Lord by departing from his precepts and judgments, ignoring the
prophets like Jeremiah who warned them of the consequences.
11. What does Daniel 10:13-14 suggest about the presence of temptation in
our own, mundane lives (cf. Ephesians 6:10-12, 2:1-3; Second Corinthians
10:1-6, Romans 8:26, James 4:7-8)?
Both the battle itself and the eternal stakes attached make our struggle
against temptation an epic confrontation. We are not just at war with simple
urges and weakness, but with invisible forces bent on our spiritual
destruction.
12. When would the abomination of desolation return again (Matthew
24:15)? Who would survive both episodes (Daniel 11:32, Matthew
24:16-22)?
Jesus attached the desecration of the third temple to the Roman sacking of
Jerusalem in A.D. 68-70. Those who know their God would survive
Antiochus and Titus.
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