GREAT THEMES OF

JEREMIAH
A Thirteen Lesson Bible Study by Jeff S. Smith

Introduction
Jeremiah impresses modern readers on so many levels. His biography is
compelling, but his prophetic record is even greater. Jeremiah is credited not
only with the prophecy that bears his name and tells story, but also with the
short book that succeeds it in the canon–Lamentations. As a man, Jeremiah
is noted for his courage, humility and sensitivity, making him the weeping
prophet, but not a weak one. The prophet’s task was to convince his
countrymen that the Babylonian threat was not only real, but certain, even as
false prophets assured the same audience that all was well. Jeremiah lived
about six hundred years before Christ and labored during a time of
international turbulence and Hebrew decline.
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Lesson 1: The Call of Jeremiah
Text: Jeremiah 1:1-19
1. When did Jeremiah live? Where did he live (cf. Joshua 21:13-18, First
Kings 2:26-27)?
Jeremiah was called to prophesy in about the year 626 B.C. during the
thirteenth year of King Josiah’s reign. He resided in the Levitical village of
Anathoth, about three miles northeast of Jerusalem.
2. What do we know about the reign of Josiah (Second Chronicles 34-35,
Second Kings 22-23)?
King Josiah was a very good king who attempted to make many reformation
in Israel, including some against idolatry and a restoration of the Passover
and temple worship.
3. What is the significance of the name Hilkiah (Jeremiah 1:1, Second Kings
22:8)?
Hilkiah is the name of both Jeremiah’s father and the high priest who finds
the Book of the Law. They may not be the same person, however.
4. Describe the prophecy of this era which eventually consumes the life of
Jeremiah as well (Second Kings 22:14-17).
God’s wrath had been aroused against Judah because of her idolatry and in
spite of Josiah’s reforms, it would not be denied. This is the calamity that
Jeremiah would prophesy about.
5. Two other kings are mentioned here in Jeremiah 1:3. Describe them:
•

Jehoiakim (Second Kings 23:35-24:7, Second Chronicles 36:5-8)
did evil in God’s sight and was carried away to Babylon following a
failed rebellion.

•

Zedekiah (Second Kings 24:17-20, Second Chronicles 36:11-21)
was the last of Judah and he also did evil in God’s sight prior to the
destruction of the city by Nebuchadnezzar’s forces.
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6. With what stunning fact does God introduce himself to Jeremiah?
Compare to David’s song in Psalm 139:13-16.
God informs Jeremiah that he was aware of the prophet even before he dwelt
in his mother’s womb. Jeremiah was formed by God and set apart to
become a prophet to the nations. This perfectly harmonizes with David’s
song about being fearfully and wonderfully wrought by God himself.
7. Does this stunning fact apply to all men? Explain.
All men are created by God, but not necessarily sanctified to special offices
like prophet or king.
8. What was Jeremiah’s objection to God’s call? Explain.
Jeremiah pointed out that he could not speak because he was a youth. He
was probably only in his late teens at the time and could not be expected to
command the attention and obedience of the elders of an ancient nation.
9. How old would a preacher today need to be to gain your respect and
attention (cf. First Timothy 4:12)?
The question is meant to be provocative, but there should be no minimum if
one is preaching the truth.
10. With what did God encourage Jeremiah even as he rejected his objection
(1:8, 17-19; cf. Second Timothy 1:6-12)?
God promised to deliver him from the angry faces of his audience.
11. How did God compare his office to that of planter or builder?
Jeremiah would be responsible for rooting out, pulling down, destroying and
throwing down error before building and planting truth.
12. What did the almond tree illustrate?
The shaqed is similar to the Hebrew word shoqed, which means “awake and
ready for action,” and God was just that.
13. What did the boiling pot illustrate?
The boiling pot illustrated an invasion from the north.
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Lesson 2: Perils Without and Within
Text: Jeremiah 2:1-10:25
1. How did Jehovah remember Judah (2:1-3)? What had changed (2:4-13)?
God remembered Israel from when he rescued her from Egypt and guided
her to Canaan, but Judah had exchanged her God for those that re not gods,
forgetting the Lord in the process so that even the priests and rulers
transgressed.
2. Explain the frustration of God with an idolatrous nation (2:26-30)?
God challenged Judah to appeal to her idols for help in hard times, knowing
that they were worthless and powerless. Though he had chastened them,
they had not responded.
3. What is signified when Judah goes forth with hands on their heads
(2:35-37)?
That is the posture of a captive.
4. What is true today when one claims innocence and not to have sinned,
when in fact he has (First John 1:5-10)?
Such a one is a liar and the truth of God that chases away sin is not in him.
All men sin and all must confront their iniquity in order to find mercy.
5. To what does God compare his relationship with Judah? What
unprecedented offer does he make to her (3:1-15)? Compare to James 4:1-4.
God sees the relationship as a marriage, but Judah as been an unfaithful
bride. Still he offers to reconcile with her if she will give up her harlotry. In
like manner, Christians are wed to Christ, but friendship with the world is
spiritual adultery against that relationship.
6. What is God’s threat to Judah if she does not repent (4:5-9, 27-31;
5:14-17)?
God promised an invasion from the north, a reference to the Babylonians
who eventually destroyed Jerusalem and its holy temple.
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7. What is Jeremiah’s response to God’s message (4:10; cf. First Kings
22:22)?
Jeremiah is shocked because he has heard lying prophets promising peace in
their time, which God did not support.
8. Explain God’s eagerness to forgive (5:1-2; cf. Genesis 18:16-33).
God is so willing to forgive that he challenges Jeremiah to find just one
righteous person, even as Abraham had hoped in Sodom in Gomorrah.
9. Why didn’t Judah take this threat seriously (5:7-13, 30-31)?
False prophets had misled the people, who had grown spiritually
complacent and immoral.
10. To what present danger do John, Peter and Paul compare false prophets
of old (First John 4:1-5, Second Peter 2:1-22 and First Timothy 1:18-20)?
False teachers who teach for dishonest gain or ulterior motives and make
shipwreck of honest men’s faith.
11. Where did God station Jeremiah next (7:1-11)? What was his message?
God put Jeremiah in the gate of the temple and told him to preach
repentance and to get over the theory that the temple or historic relationship
with God would prevent this punishment.
12. Of what were the Jews of the first century overconfident (John 8:33)?
How might this warning be applied to Christians today?
The Jews of Christ’s day were threatened with Roman destruction of their
temple and urged to repent before Christ, but refused based on
overconfidence in their Abrahamic lineage. Modern saints can become
complacent based on the church or baptism or works of charity and religion.
13. Why was Jeremiah forbidden to pray for them (7:16-19; cf. 11:14)?
They were too far gone into idolatry.
14. What message healed the people slightly (8:8-12)?
“’Peace, peace!’ when there is no peace.
15. How did Jeremiah feel now (9:1-2; 10:23-25)?
He felt like crying, but still acknowledged his need for guidance.
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Lesson 3: Personal Spiritual Experiences
Text: Jeremiah 11:1-20:18
1. We get an intense notion of why God is so upset with his people here
(11:1-13). What is the iron furnace? What were the conditions and reward of
his covenant with them?
God had rescued them from the slavery of Egypt and signed them to a
covenant of obedience in return for the Promised Land, but they had failed.
2. What did the men of Anathoth have in mind for Jeremiah (11:18-23)?
What connection did they have with him? What did Jesus and John say
about this potential for Christians as well (John 15:18-22, First John 3:13)?
The men of Anathoth were his neighbors and relatives, but they wanted to
silence Jeremiah, even if that meant killing him. Christians should be
surprised if the world hates them as well when they communicate unpopular
messages of repentance and doom.
3. Jeremiah asks the classic question–“Why does the way of the wicked
prosper” (12:1-13)? What is the answer?
The wicked only prosper temporarily, for God will bring everything into
judgment and vengeance in the end.
4. Explain what is meant concerning the wicked for whom God is “near in
their mouth, But far from their mind (see Isaiah 29:13-14, Ezekiel 33:31,
Matthew 15:7-9)?
They pretend to honor and worship God, but their faith is only in words and
promises, not in the heart and in deed.
5. Although the destruction of Judah is certain, what else does God have in
mind to mitigate the consequences (12:14-17; 16:14-15)?
God will not permit the Chaldeans to annex Canaan permanently, but will
preserve a righteous remnant with which to rebuild.
6. In chapter 13, God moves from metaphors to object lessons. What is the
first one (13:1-11)?
Jeremiah wore a ruined loincloth to symbolize this relationship.
Great Themes of Jeremiah
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7. Why was God not optimistic about the Ethiopian changing his skin or the
leopard his spots (13:20-23, 17:1)? Compare them to the heathen of
Ephesians 4:17-20 and the apostates of First Timothy 4:1-5.
They were so accustomed to doing evil that it was unlikely they could
change their ways so dramatically. The same occurs today when
consciences are seared and guilt is rendered impotent.
8. Besides the Babylonian sword, God was also preparing drought and
famine for Judah (14:1-16). The people seem to repent now, so why does
God not relent (cf. 15:6)? List the four fates they face (15:1-4).
God does not relent because their apparent restoration is false, short-lived
and too late. They are still being deceived by false prophets who promise
them peace in their place. They face sword, dogs, birds and beasts.
9. Describe Jeremiah’s self-estimation (15:10, 15-16:9)? How did God
answer his complaints?
Jeremiah regrets his birth because the harder he preaches, the harder his
neighbors become. God denied him a right to self-pity or retreat, insisting
that he remain faithful and bold.
10. What is the problem with trusting in man (17:5-10)? What makes the
difference (Psalm 1:1-6)?
Man fails, as does his wisdom and wickedness, but God prevails and so do
those who change their hearts to follow his.
11. Why didn’t the fact that everyone violate the Sabbath make it acceptable
to God under an evolving standard of conduct (17:19-27)?
Because God’s standard does not evolve.
12. Explain the teaching behind the potter and the clay (18:1-11, 19:10-15).
God has the right to punish Judah.
13. What does Pashhur do to Jeremiah (20:1-18)? Why?
Pashhur arrests Jeremiah and puts him in stocks because he has been
teaching Judah’s doom.
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Lesson 4: Bad Figs
Text: Jeremiah 21:1-25:38
1. This section of Jeremiah’s prophecy deals with Judah’s incompetent
leadership, beginning with her bad kings in a topical rather than
chronological survey. Who were Zedekiah and Nebuchadnezzar (21:1-10)?
Zedekiah was the last king of Judah from 597-586 B.C. Here he sends a
different Pashhur along with Zephaniah to solicit Jeremiah’s insight about
Nebuchadnezzar, general and later king of Babylon, who conducted several
military incursions in Palestine after his coronation in 605 B.C.
2. How would you characterize Judah’s outlook, according to Jeremiah’s
prophecy? What is the difference between the ways of life and of death?
Jeremiah foresees only devastation and death for the Jews, including King
Zedekiah. Only those who quickly defected to the Chaldeans would be
preserved from death, while those who stubbornly tried to hold the city
would surely perish. Victory was impossible, but survival was not.
3. “Behold, I am against you” is an important theme to Ezekiel and Nahum
as well. The people of Jerusalem often imagined security in their hillside
location, but God makes an ironic and ominous reference to the city here.
What is it (21:11-14)?
God calls them the inhabitant of the valley and rock of the plain, where there
surely is no natural advantage or protection.
4. Jeremiah is plain-spoken when it comes to explaining Judah’s demise.
Why was the Lord punishing this great city (22:1-9)?
“ Because they have forsaken the covenant of the Lord their God, and
worshiped other gods and served them” (9).
5. Jeremiah remembers the slain King Josiah as Judah’s last best hope
(22:10), but his successors failed to imitate him. What became of his son,
Jehoahaz, or Shallum, who reigned for three months in 609 B.C. (22:11-12;
cf. First Chronicles 3:15, Second Kings 23:31-34)?
Jehoahaz was taken from Judah by Pharaoh Necho and never returned to
Jerusalem, dying a captive in Babylon.
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6. What is the focus of God’s indictment of the king (22:13-23)?
The king built his house on the backs and with the blood of his people,
caring not for the needy or the laborer, but oppressing them along the way.
7. Coniah, king for three months in 589-97 B.C. is also known as Jehoiachin
and Jeconiah (22:24-30). What did Nebuchadnezzar do to him and Judah
during his brief reign (Second Kings 24:8-12)?
Nebuchadnezzar took him and family captive and then spoiled the temple of
its treasures and the land of thousands of people.
8. Which group of leaders is indicted next (23:1-5; cf. Ezekiel 34:1-10?
The shepherds, or rulers, who had fed themselves and ignored the needs of
the population they served.
9. What is Jeremiah’s far-reaching promise regarding a remnant and a
shepherd (23: 6-8; John 10:11, First Peter 5:4)?
Jeremiah foresees the Messiah who would shepherd a true spiritual remnant
in his kingdom church.
10. What fault did God find with the prophets and priests (23:9-22)?
The prophets spoke falsehoods and the priests were profane, making the
people to err (13) and become worthless (16).
11. Why do false prophets and modern false teachers do what they do
(23:23-32; cf. Second Peter 3:5, Second Peter 2:1-3)?
They willfully forget that God is near and can hear and judge their deeds,
which are often driven by greed and self more than genuine piety.
12. What are the oracles of God and what does this have to do with us today
(23:33-40; First Peter 4:11, Second Timothy 3:16-17)?
Answer The oracles of God are his revelations or utterances, given through
true prophets and inspired writers. We must speak only them.
13. Distinguish between the good and bad figs (24:1-10).
The good figs were the defectors who would be redeemed once the invasion
ended. The bad figs were the evil men who rejected God.
14. How long had Jeremiah been working? How long would the exile last
(25:1-38)?
Jeremiah had been working for 23 years. The exile would last 70 years, from
606 B.C. to 536 B.C.
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Lesson 5: False Prophets
Text: Jeremiah 26:1-29:32
1. Soon after Jehoiakim took Judah’s throne in 609 B.C., God sent Jeremiah
to the temple court in order to speak another work of rebuke. What was
God’s simple hope (26:1-6)?
God hoped that everyone would listen to Jeremiah and turn from his evil
ways so that God could relent concerning the calamity he purposed to bring
upon them.
2. What is the significance of Shiloh (see also 7:12)?
Shiloh, about 18 miles north of Jerusalem (Joshua 18:1) was evidently
destroyed in 1050 B.C., about the time the Philistines captured the ark (1
Samuel 4:11). God is warning the Jews that history would repeat.
3. How did the people respond to this warning (26:7-11)? What was the
source of the prophet’s claim to innocence (26:12-15)?
They seized Jeremiah and threatened to execute him for daring to predict
doom in Judah. Jeremiah claimed innocence in that God had sent him to
speak.
4. What changed their minds (26:16-19)?
They saw Jeremiah’s confidence and the elders reminded them that Micah of
Moresheth had prophesied similarly without threat from good King
Hezekiah. Moreover, when those people repented, God did relent.
5. What cautionary lesson does the fate of Urijah provide Jeremiah
(26:20-23)? Who is Ahikam (see also Second Kings 22:12-14)?
Urijah was pursued and executed by King Jehoiakim for preaching the same
message as Jeremiah. Only Ahikam, a high official in Josiah’s government,
served to protect Jeremiah from the same fate.
6. What gift did Jeremiah send by the hand of the ambassadors of Edom,
Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon (27:1-11)? What was the meaning?
Jeremiah made wooden oxen collars to illustrate the fact that God had
placed Nebuchadnezzar in a place of imperial authority for a time, and that
none should resist him or things would get much worse.
Great Themes of Jeremiah
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7. What had happened to many of the temple’s treasures (27:12-22; Second
Kings 24:8-16)? What would become of the rest (Ezra 1:7-11, 5:13-15)?
Nebuchadnezzar had stolen many of the valuable things in the temple to take
to his own idolatrous temple in Babylon. He would eventually take or
destroy everything else, but Cyrus of Persia would later reverse this crime
and return the treasures in the restoration of the remnant.
8. Why is the pride of God so seemingly unwounded by these crimes and
this desecration of his house (Acts 17:24)?
“ God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.”
9. In the summer of 593 B.C., Hananiah visited Jerusalem. What was his
message (28:1-4)? What kind of prophet was Hananiah?
Hananiah the false prophet said that God had abandoned Nebuchadnezzar
and would restore Judah’s power, people and treasures.
10. What is the prophet’s test (28:5-9; see also Deuteronomy 18:20-22)?
Jeremiah indicated what the Law of Moses prescribed–a prophet was true
when his prediction came to pass. Hananiah’s failed.
11. Perhaps the reasons that false prophets and false teachers operate are the
same. What seems to be the cause?
Some are greedy for money, prestige, acceptance, popularity, convenience,
conflict aversion, etc.
12. Describe Hananiah’s dramatic illustration (28:10-17) What was his
reward?
Hananiah broke Jeremiah’s wooden collar to illustrate that relief would
come in just two years, but God figuratively replaced it with an iron one and
caused the false prophet to die the same year for teaching Israel to trust in a
lie.
13. What is the danger in trusting in a lie (Second Thessalonians 2:9-12)?
It is deluding and deadly.
14. What is the thrust of Jeremiah’s new letter to the exiles in Babylon?
Build houses and lives and multiply for restoration is later.
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Lesson 6: Restoration
Text: Jeremiah 30:1-33:26
1. This section is called the Book of Consolation because it contains very
positive and somewhat unexpected messages of hope about the future
(30:1-3). What is the initial promise?
God tells Jeremiah to write in a book that Israel and Judah will return from
captivity to the Promised Land and possess it again.
2. What is illustrated by the men with their hands over their loins (30:4-7)?
God is expressing how awful the suffering of Judah in captivity is. The pain
of the men is more fitting for women who suffer childbirth than for strong
men like the Jews who are nonetheless sore afflicted.
3. Who is at the heart of Israel’s and Judah’s future promise (30:8-11; cf.
Daniel 9:25-26)? While there was no one to plead Judah’s cause, what is the
present role of the promised prince (30:12-17; First John 2:1-2, Hebrews
7:25)?
A descendant and successor for David is to appear and rule Israel once
more. Christ ever lives as our advocate with the Father to make intercession
for us when we sin and repent.
4. Why were outcast Judah’s wounds incurable? Who were were her
predators and what did God predict for them?
Judah’s wounds were incurable because she not summon the fortitude to
repent fully of the iniquities that caused them. Thus Babylon would sack
Jerusalem, but be punished for this free-will mercenary act later as the
Medes and Persians gained control.
5. These promises and predictions go beyond a simple national restoration of
ancient Israel to the coming of the world’s messiah (30:18-24). What fleshly
Israel failed to obtain, spiritual Israel enjoys. What is spiritual Israel and
where does her king reign (Gal. 6:16, Romans 2:28-29, Second Corinthians
6:16-18, First Peter 2:9-10, Acts 2:29-36)?
Christ reigns over his church upon the throne of David in Heaven.
6. Jeremiah’s prophecy continues to blend the physical (Israel’s restoration)
with the spiritual (the coming of the Christ). The divided kingdoms will be
reunited after the exile to await a union with Gentile believers in Christ
(31:1-15; cf. Ezekiel 37). So why was Rachel weeping (cf. Matthew
2:16-18)?
Rachel is said to have wept for her children’s death in Herod’s slaughter of
innocents as he sought to eliminate the Christ child.
Great Themes of Jeremiah
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7. What was the result when Israel, the backsliding daughter “kicked
herself” over her idolatry and moral sinfulness (31:16-22)?
God was convinced and moved to restore her.
8. What made Jeremiah’s sleep sweet (31:23-40, cf. Hebrews 8:8-12,
10:16-17)? What is this new covenant (Matthew 26:28, Colossians
2:13-14)?
God was planning to create a new covenant with Israel and all the saved to
replace the one that had been broken by human sin. The new covenant is the
testament of Jesus Christ.
9. What was wrong with their catchy little self-affirming proverb (31:29-30;
cf. Ezekiel 18, Second Corinthians 5:10)?
It put the blame for present distress upon one’s sinful ancestors, ignoring
one’ s own culpability. Today, each one answers for himself.
10. Why was Jeremiah imprisoned (32:1-5)? What did he buy while there?
(32:6-12) What did this act signify (32:13-23)? What soon shook Jeremiah’s
confidence (32:24-44)?
Imprisoned for predicting Zedekiah’s downfall, Jeremiah nonetheless bought
land in Anathoth to signify Israel would possess it again. The Chaldeans
built their siege mounds soon after, but God promised that nothing was too
hard for him, including restoring Israel to the land.
11. Still imprisoned, Jeremiah is visited again by the Lord who reiterates his
restoration promises. What is the good thing he planned (33:1-16)? What is
the significance of the “Branch” imagery (33:17-18; cf. Romans 1:3-4)?
God promises to send a Branch of righteousness, a descendant on David’s
family tree.
12. The Jews’ forlorn complaint here (33:17-26) foreshadows the way they
felt when the Messiah came and invited Gentiles into the kingdom (Romans
10:21-11:2). What is the real reason for this apparent abandonment?
Israel’s sin and subsequent rejection of the Messiah is to blame.
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Lesson 7: Jerusalem’s Last Days
Text: Jeremiah 34:1-39:18
1. During the reign of King Zedekiah, Jerusalem was besieged by the
Babylonians from January 587 until about the middle of 586 B.C. (34:1).
What tactic did the invaders employ and with what effect (Second Kings
25:1-3)?
Nebuchadnezzar and his army camped against Jerusalem, building a siege
wall around the city which led to a severe famine and starvation among the
citizens.
2. Describe the predicted fate of Zedekiah (34:2-7). What was the only
mercy granted to him?
Zedekiah would be taken captive to Babylon, but would not die by the sword,
but in peace.
3. Zedekiah issued an “emancipation proclamation,” perhaps out of concern
for circumstances (34:8-16). What was the Law of Moses regarding servants
and slaves (Exodus 21:2-4, Deuteronomy 15:12-15. Leviticus 25:39-55)?
The Law called for slaves to be released in the seventh year of their bondage
and for indentured servants to be released in the Year of Jubilee.
4. What form of “liberty” did God proclaim against Judah when she
recaptured her slaves after initially releasing them (34:17-22)?
God proclaimed liberty to the sword, pestilence and famine and to the
invading nations of the world.
5. Proclamation and sharing of liberty by those whose know its benefits is
quite important to God. What did Jesus have in mind when he quoted Isaiah
on this subject (Luke 4:17-21; cf. Romans 6:15-23, Second Corinthians
3:17, James 1:25, First Peter 2:16, 2 Peter 2:19)? What is not a part of this
liberty?
Jesus intended to set men free from bondage to sin and its consequences by
offering them redemption, but it did not follow that such men were licensed
to sin at will and with impunity.
6. Earlier, the Rechabites were nomads related to the Kenites and were
friendly to Israel (35:1-11; cf. First Chronicles 2:55, Second Kings 10:5).
They had inherited two rules from Jonadab (cf. Second Kings 10:15-17).
What were they?
They were to abstain from wine and remain nomads.
7. Why had God told Jeremiah to bring them in and offer them wine
(35:12-19)? Compare to Isaiah 1:2-6 and Malachi 1:6.
God showed Judah how the Rechabites had always obeyed their father,
Jonadab, but Judah had rejected theirs and were now doomed as a result.
Great Themes of Jeremiah
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8. Years before, when Jehoiakim reigned in about 605 B.C., Jeremiah
enlisted the aid of Baruch (36:1-19). Who was Baruch (32:10-12)? What did
Jeremiah ask of him? Why didn’t Jeremiah do it himself? What effect did he
have on the princes?
Baruch, Jeremiah’s faithful scribe, wrote down the prophecy and went to
read it before the princes and people because Jeremiah was confined
(26:1-19). The princes seemed moved toward remorse and wanted to inform
the king.
9. How did the king respond (36:20-26)? Did anyone protest? How did God
respond to the king’s actions (36:27-32)?
Jehoiakim burned it in the fire and tried to punish Baruch and Jeremiah, but
God hid them. Then the Lord taught Jeremiah to write a new scroll, in which
Jehoiakim was marked for even greater punishment.
10. What event brought futile hope to Zedekiah and the Jews (37:1-10)?
The Egyptian army arrived.
11. Why was Jeremiah arrested (37:11-21)? Why did the king visit? How did
Jeremiah attempt to reason with the king?
While claiming some property, Jeremiah was accused by Irijah of defecting
to the Babylonians. While in prison, the king came to ask if there was any
prophecy and Jeremiah told him it was doom, also asking what wrong he
had committed and what he thought of the false prophets now.
12. What were Jeremiah’s next accommodations (38:1-13)? Why? Who
rescued him and how?
Jeremiah was let down on a rope into a muddy dungeon because he was
accused of weakening the fighting spirit of the people. Ebed-Melech
interceded for him and was permitted to pull him out.
13. What did Zedekiah fear (38:14-28)? What should he have feared?
Zedekiah feared the defectors would abuse him if he surrendered to
Babylon, but he should have feared the wider destruction that would result
from resisting them.
14. Babylon penetrated Jerusalem in June or July of 586 B.C. (39:1-10).
How did Nebuchadnezzar treat Jeremiah (39:11-18)?
Jeremiah was recognized as his ally and well treated.
14
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Lesson 8: Remnant Tragedy
Text: Jeremiah 40:1-45:5
1. Who takes his chance now to scold Judah (40:1-6)? What does Jeremiah
choose when offered the chance to enjoy provisions in Babylon?
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard agrees with Jeremiah that Judah’s fall
was God’s punishment. Although Jeremiah could have stayed in Babylon, he
opted to return and suffer with the Jews.
2. Who governed Judah now (40:7-12)? Whom did he govern?
Gedaliah governed the poorest of the land who were not worth taking to
Babylon, as well as those who had fled to Moab, Ammon and Edom and now
wanted to return.
3. What was Johanan’s concern (40:8-16)? Was it warranted (41:1-18, cf.
Second Kings 25:25-26)?
Answer Johanan heard that Ishmael was conspiring to assassinate
Gedaliah, which would result in a new scattering of the remnant. Gedaliah
did not believe him, but it proved true and many fled to Egypt in the
aftermath.
4. What did the remnant request (42:1-6)?
The remnant requested that Jeremiah pray for them, so that God would show
them the way to walk in his will and the thing to do.
5. Summarize the message God sent them 10 days later (42:7-18).
God instructed them to remain as a remnant in Judah, even though that
meant coping with the Babylonian occupation, rather than fleeing into
Egypt. God promised that such a flight would only cause the war and famine
to follow them.
6. Why does Jeremiah accuse them of hypocrisy so quickly (42:19-22)?
They had only wanted God to bless their planned flight to Egypt, not
challenge them to stay in Judah. They never intended to obey any command
that they didn’t find convenient.
7. Consider the following passages and identify ways in which hypocrisy
might be exposed today (James 4:15, First John 5:3).
When we phrase things according to God’s will, we must remember that his
will is not burdensome and that even when it conflicts with our own, we
must learn to submit to him.
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8. Why then did Jeremiah of all people end up in Egypt (43:1-7)?
Johanan accused him of false prophecy, proving Jeremiah’s indictment of
hypocrisy, and took him and the remnant by force into Egypt.
9. What was the lesson of Jeremiah’s hidden stones (43:8-13)?
Nebuchadnezzar would invade Egypt and do to the Jewish refugees just
what he had promised, delivering them to death, captivity and the sword.
Even the obelisks of the House of the Sun (Beth Shemesh, later Heliopolis)
would be broken and burned.
10. What evidence did Jeremiah offer that the Jews in Egypt had not learned
anything from the fall of Jerusalem (44:1-10)?
They were acclimating to Egyptian idolatry, showing they had not been
humbled at all, nor had they learned to walk in God’s statutes.
11. Jeremiah challenged them individually to return to Judah (44:11-14).
How did the men respond (44:15-18)? How did the women respond (44:19)?
The men refused to listen, arguing that they had not enjoyed peace and
prosperity since they heeded Josiah’s reforms and quit worshiping Ishtar.
The women felt blamed and so pointed out that their husbands were just as
guilty.
12. In what do we see God’s tireless determination to save something for
Judah (44:20-28)?
Still a small remnant who escape Egypt and return to Judah will find
preservation.
13. What sign will accompany God’s punishment of those who opt for Egypt
(44:29-30)?
Pharaoh Hophra (589-570 B.C.) would die in a coup led by his rivals.
14. Baruch was the brother of Seraiah, King Zedekiah’s quartermaster
(51:59-64) What had Baruch forfeited by working with Jeremiah (45:1-5;
36:1-19)? What did he gain?
Baruch might have obtained to high office, but he found woe, grief and
sorrow by siding with the hated prophet. Still, God promised him his life as
a prize.
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Lesson 9: Judgment Against the Nations
Text: Jeremiah 46:1-48:47
1. Jeremiah also spent part of his life prophesying about Judah’s pagan
neighbors (46:1). Although the Lord utilized Egypt, Babylon and other
countries to chasten his own people, their evils were willful and deserving of
punishment. What crime did Pharaoh Necho of Egypt commit (46:2-12;
Second Kings 23:29-30, Second Chronicles 35:20-27)?
Necho killed King Josiah at Megiddo in 609 B.C., putting an end to Judah’s
last reformation and hope. The chronicler notes that Jeremiah chanted a
lament for the fallen king (35:25).
2. What happened to Egypt as a result (Second Kings 23:31-24:7)?
Nebuchadnezzar advanced upon the land, defeating Necho’s army in the
battle of Carchemish in about 605 B.C.
3. What does Jeremiah identify as the reason for this defeat? How complete
is it?
Jeremiah calls Egypt’s defeat a day of the Lord and of vengeance. Nothing
would cure Judah of its shame from this defeat.
4. Who are the people of the north (46:13-24)?
The Babylonians who invaded from the north.
5. With what did God reassure his people, here called Jacob or Israel
(46:25-28)?
God promised to be with them and to repatriate them to Judah from the
places of their captivity. He would not make a complete end of them, but
would correct them for their iniquities.
6. What is the benefit of divine chastening for today’s people of God
(Hebrews 12:1-11)?
Divine chastening strengthens and corrects the child of God, so that he
learns to do better and persevere, rather than indulge and weaken.
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7. The Philistines lived in a group of cities in the southwest corner of
Canaan and Gaza was their main city (47:1-7). How does Jeremiah predict
the Philistines’ terror when the people of the north moved after them (3)?
Jeremiah says that the fathers will not even look back for their own children
because they lack courage.
8. What is the significance of the attack on Tyre and Sidon for the disciples
of Christ (see Matthew 11:16-24)?
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works
which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say to you, it will be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you.”
9. What is signified by the baldness and cutting in Gaza and Ashkelon?
Mourning over this punishment.
10. Who were the Moabites (48:1-15; Genesis 19:36-37)?
They were descendants of Lot who lived in the highlands of the Dead Sea.
11. In what did she place her confidence (7)?
She trusted in her works and treasures.
12. Explain what the prophet means in verse 10: “Cursed is he who does the
work of the Lord deceitfully, And cursed is he who keeps back his sword
from blood.” See also 1 Samuel 15:1-33.
When the judgment of God is determined, no servant of his may shy away
from participating in it.
13. What were Moab’s crimes (48:16-39)?
•

verse 26: Moab exalted himself against the Lord.

•

verse 27: Moab mocked and despised Israel.

14. Is there any hope left in Moab (48:40-47)?
Yes, God will bring them back in the latter days.
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Lesson 10: Ammon, Damascus and Babylon
Text: Jeremiah 49:1-51:64
1. Who were the Ammonites (49:1; Genesis 19:36-38, Judges 11:12-28)?
The Ammonites were descendants of Lot, who lived in tension with the
Israelite tribes of Gad, Reuben and Manasseh on the east side of the Jordan
River. Milcom was their god.
2. What was the source of Ammon’s confidence (49:2-6)? What did Jesus
say about that (Matthew 6:19-24)?
Ammon trusted that her treasures and wealth would keep invaders at bay.
We must not trust in treasure, but lay up wealth in heaven, for no one can
successfully serve both.
3. Who were the Edomites (49:7-22. Genesis 32:3)?
The Edomites descended from Israel’s brother, Esau, and thus were related,
but also alienated from the people of God. Teman was an Edomite city and
Dedan a district in southern Edom.
4. What was Edom’s position in the following conflicts:
a. Numbers 20:14-20: Rejected Moses’s request to pass through land.
b. First Samuel 14:47: Opposed King Saul.
c. First Kings 11:14-17: Fought against David.
d. First Kings 11:14-25: Opposed Solomon.
e. Second Chronicles 20:22: Opposed Jehoshaphat.
f. Second Chronicles 21:8: Rebelled against Jehoram.
5. Read the book of Obadiah. (Go ahead, it’s only 21 verses!) Of what was
Edom guilty?
Edom was guilty of standing aloof when Israel was invaded, even gloating
over his misfortune and entering the gate in the day of disaster to plunder
what remained.
6. What was the source of Edom’s confidence (Jeremiah 49:16, Obadiah
3-4)?
Edom was situated in the clefts of the rocks, giving them a false sense of
security that they could not be invaded or conquered.
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7. Of what nation was Damascus the capital (49:23-27)? Who would punish
Kedar and Hazor in the Arabian desert? What hope was there for Elam, a
region in the southwest corner of present-day Iran (49:34-39)?
Damascus is given as a symbol for all of Syria, on which judgment was
coming. Nebuchadnezzar would invade and punish Kedar and Hazor. Elam
had hope of an eventual restoration to their land.
8. Why should God punish Babylon, if Nebuchadnezzar was only executing
God’s will in conquering Judah (50:1-2, 6-17)?
God only used Nebuchadnezzar’s bellicose tendencies, but the nation was
still guilty of its freewill and idolatrous crimes, and, therefore, deserving of
punishment.
9. Who would punish Babylon (50:3)?
Persia destroyed Babylon in 539 B.C. after campaigning in northern
Mesopotamia and then moving southward into Babylon.
10. What does Jeremiah foresee regarding Israel’s lot when this happens
(50:4-5; Ezra 1:1-4)?
Jeremiah foresees Cyrus, King of Persia, who released the Jew to return to
Zion and rebuild.
11. Did God intend to restore only Judah, or also Israel (50:18-32)? To what
destruction does Jeremiah compare Babylon’s (50:33-46)?
God intended to make one nation again, including these locations in
northern Israel. Babylon, though, would fall like Sodom and Gomorrah.
12. What other nations would ally with Persia to destroy Babylon (51:1-58)?
The Medes of northwest Iran, who had worked with Babylon to overthrow
Assyria. Also, Ararat, Minni and Ashkenaz would join in from the northern
areas of the Mesopotamian valley.
13. What was Seraiah to do with Jeremiah’s book when he finished reading
it in Babylon (51:59-64)? Why?
He was to tie it to a stone and throw it into the Euphrates River to signify
that Babylon would sink and never rise again.
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Lesson 11: Distress of Soul
Text: Lamentations 1:1-3:18
1. The book of Lamentations is a collection of prayers or songs which reflect
one person’s anguish at the destruction of the city of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.
Traditionally, the book has been attributed to the pen of Jeremiah. The five
poems each comprise a full chapter and the first four are written in the
acrostic pattern. To what does the writer compare Jerusalem as he now sees
it (1:1)?
Jeremiah compares Jerusalem to a widow who was once a great princess
among the nations, but is now but a slave.
2. Who were her lovers that have now forsaken her (1:2-5, 19; Jeremiah
2:23-28)?
Her idols.
3. What pleasant things had Jerusalem in days of old (1:6-10)?
Jerusalem had God’s presence and providence and approval, but she
forfeited all that by going after idols until the Lord divorced her.
4. Twice, Jerusalem’s sad, dishonored state is illustrated with allusions to
feminine attire. What are those references?
a. verse 8: She is compared to a naked prostitute.
b. verse 9: Her menstrual uncleanness is in her skirts.
5. Why did the writer weep (1:11-22)? Was it because God was unjust (cf.
Romans 3:5)?
Jeremiah wept because of the famine, not only of bread and food, but more
of a comforter in his God (11, 16-17). Jeremiah acknowledged that the sins
of Judah were responsible for a merited punishment.
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6. What did God do with his daughter, his beauty and his footstool (2:1-9)?
God covered his daughter with a cloud, cast down her beauty and forgot his
footstool, all indicating a rejection of his possession.
7. What had become of the Law of Moses? Explain.
The Law was no more. It was still in effect, but it was not possible to obey it
perfectly without a temple and without Jerusalem.
8. What had prevented Judah’s healing (2:10-16)? Compare to Second
Timothy 4:1-5.
The prophets prophesied falsely and failed to expose Judah’s iniquity. False
teachers will do likewise for an audience that prefers to have their ears
tickled instead of listening to rebuke and warning.
9. What is the value of this kind of weeping (2:17-19; Matthew 5:4, James
4:7-10, 2 Corinthians 7:10-11)?
Godly sorrow works repentance for those who mourn over their separation
from God and endeavor to draw back to him.
10. What terrors did the writer witness (2:20-22)?
Women were actually eating their own children to survive.
11. How does the writer feel (3:1-9)?
Jeremiah feels abandoned by God, who it seems will not even hear his
prayer.
12. When will God not hear the prayers of his people (First Peter 3:10-12)?
What will reopen the communication?
God will not listen to unrepentant sinners, but will hear those who are
seeking redemption.
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Lesson 12: Rays of Hope
Text: Lamentations 3:19-5:22
1. Verses 1-18 comprised an awful cry of desperation, but this section begins
with a statement of hope. What gave the writer this hope (3:19-30)?
The writer recognized and recalled to mind the goodness and mercy of God.
His mercies fail not and his faithfulness is great toward those who patiently
wait for his answer.
2. Compare his sentiments to those of James 5:7-11, regarding the
persecution of poor saints by the rich.
James encourages the saints to be patient and to wait for God to sort things
out. The temptation was to rise up and criminally seek vengeance, but the
patience of Job was a better strategy.
3. How would the Lord phrase Lamentations 3:30?
“But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your
right cheek, turn the other to him also” (Matthew 5:39).
4. There are some things the Lord just will not do (3:31-36). List them:
•

verse 31: cast the penitent off forever

•

verse 33: willingly afflict or grieve people

•

verse 34: crush the helpless

•

verse 35: deprive anyone of justice

•

verse 36: deny hearing a person’s cause

5. The writer is still preaching restoration to anyone who will listen
(3:37-42). “Why should a living man, complain, A man for the punishment
of his sins” (compare to Hebrews 12:5-6)?
He should not, but should accept God’s chastening as evidence of his love
and turn from his rebellion to pursue pardon.
6. The exiles sound a bit like some who live under the New Testament,
specifically as the offscouring of the world (3:43-54). Who fits that
description (First Corinthians 4:13)? Why?
The apostles were perceived to be weak fools, men condemned to death and
a spectacle before the world as they suffered persecution from Jews and
Gentiles alike.
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7. When are all Christians treated like this (First Peter 4:1-4, Second
Timothy 3:12, First Peter 1:3-6)?
When Christians withstand peer pressure and suffer persecution as a result,
they are treated like the world’s offscouring, but their reward is made more
secure.
8. What does the lamenter wish for his enemies (3:55-66)?
Simply, retribution.
9. How is Judah’s fall actually worse than that of Sodom and Gomorrah
(4:1-12)?
The Sodomites were slain in a moment, but the Jews have survived to
witness the aftermath of their destruction, including famine, poverty and
disgrace.
10. Why were the elders, priests and prophets held to greater accountability
than the people (4:13-22; cf. James 3:1, Hebrews 13:17 and Matthew
15:1-13)?
Teachers and leaders are accountable for their impact on those they teach
and lead. If they are blind leaders, all will fall into a ditch. Just so, elders
and preachers are accountable not only for their own morality, but their
stewardship of the word and flock.
11. Who do the people find responsible for this tragedy (5:1-18; cf. Jeremiah
31:29-30)? Compare to Exodus 20:3-6.
The people blamed their parents for sinning and leaving them in this mess,
but to the degree that all participated in idolatry or accepted false
prophecies of hope from outside God’s word, they were all accountable. God
was visiting the temporal consequences of sin on this and succeeding
generations.
12. In a final burst of emotion and faith, the writer pleads for mercy
(5:19-22). What does he request? What does he fear? Compare to James
4:7-10.
The writer asks God to turn back to Judah unless he is so very angry that he
must utterly reject his people. James encourages his readers to turn from sin
and toward God so that he would turn and approach them.
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Lesson 13: Review
Text: Jeremiah 52:1-34
1. Who was the last great reformer king in Judah (Second Kings
22:1-23:30)? Why didn’t God cancel his punishment of the nation (Second
Kings 23:26, Jeremiah 15:6)?
Josiah was Judah’s last great hope, but the reformations he undertook only
lasted as long as he did. His successors did not imitate them and the people
were not genuinely moved to change anyway.
2. Josiah was preceded by the evil Manasseh and Amon and succeeded by
Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, and Jehoiachin. Who followed him (52:1-3)? Who was
he (Second Kings 24:17)?
Jehoiachin’s uncle, Mattaniah, the son of another Jeremiah and Hamutal,
was elevated to throne and renamed Zedekiah, at the age of 21.
3. How did Habakkuk respond when he learned that God planned to use the
Babylonians to punish Judah (Habakkuk 1:2-13)? How is his response
similar to most of the Jews? Does Habakkuk change his outlook (2:1,
3:16-19)?
Habakkuk pleaded with God to get Judah’s attention, but when he told him
that he would use the wicked, brutal Chaldeans to do that very thing, the
prophet was shocked, thinking God could not use more wicked men to
punish “less wicked ones.” Eventually, he understood and resigned himself
to his fate.
4. What did Zedekiah do when the Babylonians breached Jerusalem’s walls
and found a city in famine (52:4-11)? What became of him? What had
Jeremiah prophesied (32:4, 34:3) that now fits nicely with Ezekiel’s
prediction (12:13)?
King Zedekiah fled the city and made it as far a the plains of Jericho, where
he was overtaken and captured. He was taken to Babylon and made to
watch his sons be executed before his own eyes were put out and he was
imprisoned until he died. Zedekiah saw Nebuchadnezzar, but although he
moved to Babylon, he never saw it due to his blindness!
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5. Describe the completeness of Jerusalem’s fall (52:12-23).
Nebuchadnezzar and Nebuzaradan burned the temple and the king’s house
and then all the houses of Jerusalem. All the walls were broken down and
many more people were taken captive to Babylon, leaving only a few poor
vinedressers and farmers. The riches of the temple were stolen
6. How did Babylon continue to punish Judah (52:24-30)?
The chief priest, second priest, doorkeepers, war officer, the king’s close
associates, principal scribe and others were executed. More deportations
followed, possibly as a result of the assassination of Gedaliah in 581 B.C.
(41:16-18).
7. Nebuchadnezzar reigned in Babylon for 43 years. Who replaced him after
Nebuchadnezzar was dead (52:31-34)? How did he try to appease his Jewish
captives?
Evil-Merodach lifted up the head of King Jehoiachin and treated him better
than any other conquered king.
8. What empire conquered Babylon in 539 B.C. (Daniel 6:1-9)?
The Persians and Medes gained power and eventually toppled Babylon,
holding sway for 200 years until Alexander the Great arose.
9. How had Jeremiah tried to resist his prophetic calling (1:6)? What did he
endure along the way in his maturation?
Jeremiah resisted the call by arguing that he was only a youth and could not
speak with any authority. He went on to preach courageously to kings and
commoners, enduring imprisonment and discouragement and living to see
the aftermath of what he predicted. Jeremiah rebuked the false prophets and
never gave into the ease of ticking the itching ears who preferred a softer
message than his of doom.
10. What was Jeremiah’s mission (1:10)?
Jeremiah was set over the nations and kingdoms of the world to root out,
pull down, destroy and throw down, before rebuilding and planting.
11. What is the enduring lesson of his humble service to God (10:23)?
It is not within man to direct his own steps, for his way is not in himself.
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