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rebuild. Ezra and Nehemiah are devoted to events in Israel, while Esther
recounts God’s providential preservation of the race in Persian captivity.
Ezra emphasizes the reconstruction of a temple, Nehemiah, the rebuilding of
the city walls and Esther, the events that gave rise to Purim.
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Zerubbabel’s Return
EZRA CHAPTERS 1-2

Cyrus issues a decree that the Israelites should prepare themselves to return
and rebuild Jerusalem.
1. Writing of 538 B.C.,
Ezra alludes to a prophecy
of Jeremiah, which Cyrus
would fulfill (Ezra 1:1-4).
What had the weeping
prophet predicted in
approximately 605 B.C.
(Jeremiah 25:1-12, 29:10,
33:7-13)?
Jeremiah had not only
predicted the fall of
Jerusalem, but also its
eventual restoration after
70 years of devastation and
neglect.
2. The strategy of Judah’s Babylonian conquerors had been to wipe out other
religions, including Judaism, but Persia takes a different path. What is the
major difference between Cyrus and Nebuchadnezzar (compare the decree
of Cyrus with the condemnation of the Babylonian monarchs in Daniel
4:28-30, 5:18-23)?
Cyrus acknowledged the power of God and his place in granting the man
such authority and prosperity, while the Babylonian rulers were convinced
only of their own might and glory.
3. Who went up to Jerusalem (Ezra 1:5-11)? Describe two similarities
between this journey and the exodus from Egypt (Exodus 12:36, Numbers
14:26-29).
Everyone whose spirit God had stirred up to rebuild the temple made the
trip to Jerusalem, including the elders, priests and Levites. They spoiled the
Persians of much wealth for the project, but only after the previous
generation was mostly wiped out.
4. With what would they hope to furnish the new temple? How had they
been used in the days of Belshazzar the Babylonian regent (Daniel 5:1-4)?
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Cyrus even returned the temple vessels that Nebuchadnezzar had stolen and
placed in his temple. Belshazzar had celebrated his power by using the
temple vessels in his drunken orgy, drinking toasts to all the false gods.
5. What might the modern church (1800s to present) undertake that would
be similar to what Israel was about to attempt? (Answers should vary.)
The modern church was exiled in a world of Catholicism and Protestantism
and was blessed when God stirred up men with a heart to restore the body to
its original, biblical intent and description.
6. This new generation of pilgrims was returning to Israel because God had
moved (NKJV), or stirred up (ESV), their spirits. What might this mean, and
is something like it possible today?
God stirred up their spirits by interesting them in the project and provoking
them to action, whether by guilt or gratitude. It is possible today, even if
God does not operate miraculously upon men’s hearts, when he uses every
natural and spiritual means available to him to inspire people to do the
right, if not simple, thing.
7. What stirring is recommended by the New Testament?
a. Second Timothy 1:6-14: stir up God-given gifts
b. Second Peter 1:12-15: stir up through refresher teaching
c. Second Peter 3:1-2: stir up pure minds by reminders
8. What so often prevents a disciple from being stirred up or motivated to
strive and progress in the faith (First Thessalonians 5:19-22, Second Peter
3:17-18, First Timothy 4:13-16)?
People tend to quench the spirit by neglecting the things of God, including
prayer, meditation, Bible study and application.
9. To where did each exile return (Ezra 2:1-60, 70)?
Each exile returned by tribe to his own town.
10. Why were certain priestly sons prevented from serving (Ezra 2:61-63)?
Their genealogies were lost and they could not be certain they belonged in
the priesthood.
11. What kind of offerings did they make toward the effort (Ezra 2:64-69)?
Why is this preferable to a compulsory contribution (Second Corinthians
8:1-15)?
Each gave a freewill offering according to his ability.
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Rebuilding the Temple
EZRA CHAPTERS 3-6

Two leaders emerge in the drive to rebuild the Jerusalem temple, but in spite
of Cyrus’s decree, opposition arises as well.
1. Name the two leaders who emerge. Why did they set the altar in place
when they did (Ezra 3:1-7)?
Jeshua and Zerubbabel emerge as leaders of the priests and kinsmen who
erect the altar because they feared the peoples of the lands. There is likely a
strong desire to get things moving in case the opposition becomes violent.
2. How would you characterize their attention to worship details thus far?
Explain.
The people paid very careful attention to a pattern of worship that was
lawful and grateful, but which had been extinct for decades and rare for
centuries before that. This attention to detail is evidence of reformation and
restoration in Israel.
3. Is it legalism to observe the work and worship of the church today with as
much circumspection and insistence upon strict obedience (Colossians 3:17,
Ephesians 5:8-17, First John 2:1-6)? Explain.
It is not legalism–the belief that perfect or near perfect law-keeping will
suffice for salvation–but adoring, reverent gratitude.
4. When might strictness become a religious problem (Matthew 23:23-28,
Mark 7:1-7, Acts 15:4-5, Romans 14:10-12)?
Strictness only becomes a problem when one hypocritically enforces his
customs, creeds and opinions to the exclusion of God’s will or the people
whom he approves.
5. How did they sing as the foundation was laid (Ezra 3:8-11; First
Chronicles 6:31, 25:1)? What is “responsive singing”? Is it still scriptural?
They sang with musical accompaniment and responsively–answering one
another in different parts of the hymn, which is still perfectly scriptural,
even if no place is found in the New Testament church for mechanical
instruments of music.
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6. Explain the different reactions to the temple foundation (Ezra 3:12-13;
Haggai 2:1-5).
The young were thrilled to be getting a temple at last, but the old
remembered Solomon’s building and could tell that the new version would
be put a pale imitation in size and glory.
7. How did the Jews’ adversaries try to discourage the reconstruction (Ezra
4:1-5)?
They first asked to join an illegitimate partnership, but when rebuffed,
resorted to intimidation, bribery and false accusations.
8. One such accusation is detailed in Ezra 4:6-23. What was the accusation?
Did it succeed?
Bishlam, Mithredath and Tabeel wrote that the Jews would rebel once the
temple was completed since that was the nature of Jerusalem. Ahasuerus
complied with their advice and ordered the work to cease until Darius came
to power.
9. What did the remnant do while temple reconstruction was outlawed
(Haggai 1:1-6)?
They were building their own houses, farming unsuccessfully and waiting
for answers.
10. How did Haggai and Zechariah inspire the people to resume the work
(Ezra 5:1-17, Haggai 1:12-15)?
The spirits of the prophets were stirred up by God to challenge the people to
consider their ways and the results, that they might return to the forsaken
foundation and build again.
11. The decree of Darius extended assistance to the Jews in terms of money
and materials, but one other command was probably just as helpful. What
was it (Ezra 6:1-22)? What is to be our prayer regarding our governments
(First Timothy 2:1-2)?
Darius ordered his governors to leave the builders alone, which is as much
assistance as we should seek from our governments.
More than 50 years elapse between the events of chapters 6 and 7, during
which the rise and reign of Esther in Persia occurs.
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Historical Setting of Esther
ESTHER CHAPTERS 1-2

A party in the palace results in a new queen being providentially chosen for
Persia, setting in motion events that would reshape the world.
1. What was the purpose of the six-month feast that Ahasuerus threw (Esther
1:1-9)? What attitude moves people to show off in front of the less blessed?
The king wanted to show off the riches of his glorious kingdom and the
splendor of his excellent majesty by inviting nobles from all over his 127
provinces between India and Ethiopia. The king’s attitude was eminently
carnal, placing too much trust in uncertain riches and displaying them with
proud arrogance.
2. What sinful attitude does arrogance tend to incite (Galatians 5:24-26)?
How would it be possible to have nice things, allow others to know that, but
do so without provoking them to envy?
Envy is incited when one provokes others by showing off his blessings. One
should take care not to call attention to his things, for one’s life does not
consist the abundance of things possessed anyway. If one knows that certain
people are given to envy, it would be a good idea to be even more discreet
around them.
3. The king’s open-minded attitude toward others’ convictions is evidenced
in his optional position on the consumption of alcohol. He seems to be
nonjudgmental, although drinking alcohol was considered a pleasant virtue
in such heathen kingdoms. Open-mindedness sounds good, but should we
treat alcohol likewise in our own homes today (Proverbs 23:29-35)?
We should not treat the consumption of alcohol so kindly. It is certainly good
that teetotalers are not compelled to drink, but inebriation is hardly a matter
that is above judgment and open contempt
4. In what condition was the king when he finally called for his wife to
come on the seventh day (Esther 1:10-22)? Why did he want Vashti to enter?
His heart was merry with wine; that is, he was in a state of inebriation short
of unconsciousness. To him, she was just another possession to show off to
his cronies.
5. What was Memucan’s worry about the queen’s behavior? What kind of
influence can one have by the way she treats her husband (Titus 2:3-5)?
He feared that her example would spread to other strong-willed women
throughout the empire and they would learn contempt and wrath against
their own husbands. They will either learn to love and respect their
husbands or to treat them in a way that destroys his headship and influence.
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6. From what tribe of Israel did Mordecai hail (Esther 2:1-14)? How had
Mordecai’s family arrived in Shushan?
Mordecai was of the tribe of Benjamin. His great-grandfather had been
taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar when Babylon overwhelmed Judah and
captured her King Jeconiah (2 Kings 24:8-16).
7. What was Mordecai’s relationship to Hadassah, that is, Esther? What
advantage did she have in Persia in going by a name that was not Jewish?
Esther was Mordecai’s uncle’s daughter. They were in fact cousins, but there
appears to be a likelihood of considerable age difference. Mordecai treated
Esther as his own daughter after her parents died. Esther was able to
conceal her Jewish heritage by taking the Persian name Hadassah.
8. Why had Esther not revealed her people or family? How could God’s
providence have played a role in the fact that Esther seems to have found
favor in the eyes of all those who could assist her?
Mordecai had charged her not to tell anyone she was a Jew because that
would have prejudiced the Persians against her and probably disqualified
her from contention. God’s providence allowed the right young woman to be
in the right place at the right time to do the heroic work that he had for her
and for his people.
9. It is now 479 B.C., four years since Vashti’s stand as Esther gets her
chance to meet the king (Esther 2:15-20). How impressed was Ahasuerus
with her? Where does Mordecai go once Esther is crowned (2:21-23)?
He loved her more than all the other virgins and she obtained grace and
favor in his sight so that he set Vashti’s crown upon her head. Mordecai sits
within the king’s gate as an attendant of his court now that his daughter is
queen.
10. The event that closes chapter two seems insignificant at first reading, but
its inclusion in this record hints at its later importance. What did Mordecai
do in service of King Ahasuerus?
Mordecai overheard Bigthan and Teresh the doorkeepers plotting to kill the
king. He passed the information on to Esther who told her husband who
investigated and then had the two men hung. The event was chronicled in
the presence of the king for posterity.
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Haman Plots Revenge
ESTHER CHAPTERS 3-4

Haman plots revenge against a single enemy, but finds an entire nation to be
disposable until the queen is summoned to respond.
1. Jewish tradition holds that Haman was a descendant of King Agag (Esther
3:1-15; 1 Samuel 15:8), but his name and those of his family are all Persian.
What honor did King Ahasuerus bestow upon Haman as this chapter opens?
Haman was promoted above all the other princes who were his peers. The
king also decreed that all his servants should bow and pay homage to
Haman.
2. What is entailed in paying homage and why did Mordecai refuse to do so?
Paying homage can range in meaning from granting respect due to a
superior authority all the way to giving worship to a superior being.
Mordecai refused, not to be a troublemaker, but because paying homage
meant elevating Haman to a position beyond humanity and he was not
prepared to cheat on God.
3. What happens to our faith and discipleship when we overcome threats
against our lives, our livelihoods or our relationships and heed the demands
of God rather than men (Matthew 10:34-39, 10:27-31; Revelation 2:10)?
We show that we love Jesus more than life itself and thus make ourselves
closer to him than ever. We ensure that we will find our lives forever. When
we preach Jesus from the rooftops, we overcome the fear of man and show
that we fear God more and want to avoid the punishment of hell. When we
are faithful even to the point of death, we hold on to the promise of the
crown of life, which is eternal reward.
4. When Haman learned of Mordecai’s apparent insult, he was filled with
wrath. Why (Proverbs 29:23, 16:18)?
Haman’s pride was wounded. He did not need people to bow down before
him so that he might live and breathe. He needed it to feed his everexpanding ego and, just as Vashti’s slight threatened the king’s pride, so
Mordecai’s threatened Haman. man’s pride will bring him low, but the
humble in spirit will retain honor. Pride goes before destruction, And a
haughty spirit before a fall.
5. What response did Haman begin to plan because of this Jew’s insult?
How has spiritual Israel–the church–inherited the peculiar characterization
today (First Peter 2:9, 4:1-5)?
He intended to punish Mordecai by destroying all the Jews. We are a
peculiar people to God and often seem peculiar to men as well.
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6. How could King Ahasuerus consent to such a plan with his own wife
being a Jew? How is the scheme of salvation threatened in these events?
The king did not know that his wife was a Jew, for she had kept the
information from him during the beauty pageant. One of them was in the
bloodline that was leading to Christ and if that bloodline was destroyed, the
Messiah could not come from David’s genes.
7. What did Mordecai do when he learned of Haman’s plotting (Esther
4:1-8)? What else did the Jews do when they learned of the news in their
own provinces?
Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes as he went into the
midst of the city, crying out loudly and bitterly. The Jews mourned, fasted,
wept and wailed and many chose to put on sackcloth and ashes to show
their sorrow.
8. What message did Mordecai send to Esther through Hathach? On what
basis did Esther argue against going in to speak to her husband?
Mordecai wanted Esther to go to her husband and plead for the safety of the
Jews. Esther told Mordecai that it would violate the law to go to her
husband without his asking for her and that unless he consented to hear her,
she would be executed. It had been 30 days since he had called for her.
9. Mordecai’s reply to Esther dealt with any illusions she might have
possessed about her own security as the Jews faced slaughter (Esther
4:9-17). How much faith did he have that God would preserve his remnant
and the blood line toward the son of David?
Mordecai believed that relief and deliverance would arise for the Jews
somehow even if Esther refused to participate.
10. Mordecai makes one other suggestion about the real reason that Esther
had ascended to this position. What is it?
He suggests that she may have come to throne simply for this mission, to
save the Jews from Haman’s edict.
11. What did Esther announce to Mordecai as she prepare to approach the
king? How is this spirit required in our lives today when called to face tough
challenges (Second Timothy 1:7, Romans 8:31-39)?
She said, “If I perish, I perish.” We must act out of a powerful spirit and be
more than conquerors.
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Esther Saves the Jews
ESTHER CHAPTERS 5-7

Esther summons the courage to speak to her royal husband and the plans of
Haman come back to destroy him.
1. Esther takes the risk and approaches the king’s chamber and her fears are
quickly allayed (5:1-8). Once more, she finds favor in the eyes of men. Was
it luck or providence? What is the difference between luck and providence?
Luck is not real; it is a beneficial coincidence or series of coincidences.
Divine providence is when the hand of God turns events to the benefit of his
servants. Recognizing the difference goes a long way toward increasing
one’s faith, gratitude and trust in God.
2. How good and important is it to find favor in the sight of men (First
Timothy 3:7)?
It is good to find the favor of all men, but sometimes that can only be won
through compromising beliefs. Often, our faith itself will bring us into the
disdain of the heathen.
3. What effect did Esther’s invitations have on Haman (Esther 5:9-14)? Did
Esther’s invitations cure Haman of his insecurity at the sight of Mordecai?
Describe his attitude.
They only increased his immense arrogance. Haman was pleased until he
saw Mordecai who still refused to pay him homage by bowing at the waist
and saluting him as a superior being. Although he celebrated with his family
and friends, he also openly seethed about Mordecai’s slight and continued to
anticipate the great slaughter that would eliminate his enemy.
4. Zeresh is about as valuable a counselor to her husband as was the wife of
Job to hers. What is the recommendation of Zeresh and Haman’s
shortsighted, yes-men friends?
They all suggested that he should have a gallows built to hand Mordecai on
the next day before he attended the queen’s banquet. He agreed and had the
gallows constructed.
5. What kept the king awake that night (Esther 6:1-3)? What was the result
of his insomnia? What mistaken assumption did Haman make in Esther 6:6?
Divine providence kept him awake and he realized that Mordecai had not
been rewarded for his good deed. Haman assumed that the king was talking
about him when the king asked what should be done for the man whom he
wanted to honor.
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6. How do you think Haman felt as he was forced to reward his enemy and
parade him through the streets in celebration of the king’s honoring him
(Esther 6:4-14; Proverbs 3:31-35)?
No doubt, Haman was humiliated since so many knew how much he hated
Mordecai. God resists the proud like Haman but gives grace to the humble
like Mordecai. The humble man waits meekly while arrogant men foolishly
fight for the things they want and eventually destroy each other.
7. Why did Haman’s friends suddenly become so pessimistic?
They believed in the providence of Jehovah! They knew that God would
favor this Jew over a heathen.
8. What did King Ahasuerus stand to lose if Haman’s enemies were all
destroyed (Esther 7:1-6)?
The king would lose a talented race of people who had strengthened his
kingdom through their faith and industry. He would also lose a wife.
9. How shocked do you think Haman was when he realized that Esther was
a Jew? What would he have done things differently had he known earlier?
Haman no doubt was shocked down to his socks. He would have done things
differently before, which shows how imprudent and unprincipled he was.
10. What can we learn from Haman’s example?
We should learn that fools rush in where angels fear to tread. Attempts to
eliminate an enemy will grow beyond perspective and deliver us into many
unwise choices.
11. What was Haman doing when he fell across the queen’s couch (Esther
7:7-10)? How did the king view it?
Haman was pleading for mercy, but insincerely and tardily.
12. Eventually, it becomes too late to seek mercy. When will it be too late
for man to seek mercy from God? How do we learn the same lesson from
Esau (Hebrews 11:14-17) and the Holy Spirit (Romans 2:4-6)?
At the judgment seat in the last day before eternity commences, mercy will
be gone. We should not despise the mercy of God now by serving the flesh
because time will expire.
13. How did Haman die?
He died on the very gallows he had made to kill Mordecai.
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The King’s Countermand
ESTHER CHAPTERS 8-10

Ahasuerus issues a countermand that allows the Jews to save themselves
from Haman’s scheme, establishing the feast of Purim as a result.
1. How did the king give Esther the house of Haman (Esther 8:1-2)? What
did Esther do with the house of Haman?
The day this chapter begins on is the day that Haman was hanged on the
gallows he had constructed to kill Mordecai the Jew. The king gave Esther
all the possessions of Haman, which must have been great since he was so
powerful in Persia. She gave control of it over to her cousin, Mordecai.
2. What did the king give to Mordecai, once he was told that he was related
to the king’s wife? How did Haman’s pride and prejudice outlast him? How
can our own sins “outlast” us?
The king gave him the signet ring that Haman had worn to show his
authority. Haman might have been executed, but his scheme was still in
place because it was an irrevocable law. Men and women who drink ruin
their homes by being poor parents and these lessons are often learned by
children, who become abusive or neglected. Broken marriages hamper the
emotional development of children and often cause them to feel as though
they are to blame. Greed causes us to put money and things first and our
families last, leading children to be raised without proper supervision.
3. What lessons can we learn from Esther’s newfound courage to approach
her husband without the reservations she had before (Esther 8:3-17;
Hebrews 4:14-16, Second Timothy 1:7, Romans 8:31-39)?
We ought to learn from experience that if God is with us, no one can succeed
at being against us. We may boldly approach the throne of divine grace with
confidence that God will hear and be merciful to our pleas. Like Esther, we
can feel discouraged or distressed, but doing the right thing can never be
wrong. We must act by a spirit of power, love and a sound mind and
overcome every impulse that would cause us instead to respond with fear,
timidity and worry.
4. The king seems very noble and moral now, but if the targeted people had
been unrelated to his wife, what would have happened to them?
They would have died.
5. How did the king hope to reverse the effect of Haman’s scheme?
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He allowed Esther and Mordecai to craft new legislation that would nullify
the freedom to kill Jews.
6. Were the Persians still allowed to kill Jews (Esther 9:1-19)? What could
the Jews do now, by Mordecai’s decree?
Persians could still Jews, but now Jews could defend themselves when
assaulted.
7. Do Christians have a right to defend themselves if physically attacked,
considering Matthew 5:38-42?
Christians are not forbidden to protect themselves, but they are forbidden to
seek their own vengeance.
8. What was the religious effect on Persia of all these events (Esther
9:20-10:3)?
Many Persians became Jewish proselytes because they saw the power of
divine providence favoring God’s people.
9. Explain how these events illustrate Romans 8:28: “And we know that all
things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to his purpose.”
Even when life deals us difficult challenges or apparently insurmountable
obstacles, simple perseverance and optimism can make good things result.
Seeing the silver lining in every cloud helps us to make the best out of any
bad situation.
10. Summarize the role of divine providence in this book.
Providence enabled Mordecai and especially Esther to be in the right place
at the right time, but blessing still depended upon their faithfulness and
courage.
11. How does divine providence play a role in our lives today?
Everything we have is a gift from God and we must learn to seize
opportunities to do good lest we thwart his providence.
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The Return of Ezra
EZRA CHAPTERS 7-8

Ezra’s story continues years later and after the events surrounding Queen
Esther of Persia, approximately 458 B.C.
1. List three important things we learn about Ezra regarding this new
journey (Ezra 7:1-6).
•

He was a priest who could trace his lineage to Aaron.

•

He was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses.

•

He was favored by the king of Persia because God was with him.

2. List his three objectives regarding God’s law (Ezra 7:7-10). What
instructions did James (3:1) and Paul (Second Timothy 2:15) give regarding
those who wanted to teach the law of Christ?
He had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, to do it and to teach his
statutes and rules in Israel. James warned not to become a teacher lightly
because, as Paul wrote, one must be a workman with integrity.
3. Where did the Pharisees fall short according to Ezra’s example (Matthew
23:1-4)? Where did others fall short (First Timothy 1:5-7)?
The Pharisees did not practice what they preached, while others did not
understand the very laws they were attempting to teach, leaving them prone
to error and hypocrisy.
4. According to the decree of Artaxerxes, what was Ezra’s mission in
returning now to Jerusalem (Ezra 7:11-26)?
Ezra was to assess the condition of the remnant, deliver funds and other
gifts to the effort and appoint magistrates and judges for the Persian
province.
5. Explain the source of Ezra’s courage and how modern disciples might
appropriate it for themselves (Ezra 7:27-28; Philippians 4:1-7, Acts 12:11,
Second Timothy 3:11, 4:17).
Ezra was encouraged because he recognized the hand of God and his
steadfast love in the good fortune he was enjoying throughout this mission.
Modern disciples should also learn to look for evidence of God’s approval,
that they might be encouraged to be brave and to do more.
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6. What group was notably absent from the company returning to Jerusalem
from Babylonia (Ezra 8:1-20)?
Ezra discovered that although there were representatives of the priestly
families of Gershom and Daniel and of the royal family of David, there were
no sons of Levi present.
7. Some surmise that the Levites were simply too comfortable in Babylon by
this time to leave and that might or might not be true. What can happen to a
person’s faith and commitment to sacrifice and take risks when he gets too
comfortable in the world (Second Timothy 4:10, First Corinthians 5:1-8,
Hebrews 6:11-12, Revelation 3:14-15)?
Some fall away or subtly become apathetic about their faith until they are no
longer capable emotionally of making sacrifices or taking risks for their
faith. They settle for what seems safe and that is usually a devil’s illusion.
8. Why didn’t Ezra ask for an armed escort (Ezra 8:21-30)? What did he do
instead? On what occasion did the disciples follow suit (Acts 14:23)?
He was ashamed to ask for an armed escort because he had explained to the
king that God would be with this company. Instead, he led the people in
prayer and fasting, a custom imitated by the disciples when elders were
appointed and the preachers were leaving.
9. In what sense, if any, are funds and objects committed to the Lord “holy”?
They are not holy in the sense the temple and its vessels were specifically
commanded, but they are just as much “set apart” to God’s service and
should only be used in a way that accords with his will.
10. What kept the journey from being uneventful (Ezra 8:31-36)? How did it
conclude?
Ezra and the party were delivered from the hand of the enemy and from
ambushes by the way to arrive safely in Jerusalem.
11. What assurance does the Lord offer us that we will reach our
destinations (James 4:13-17, First Peter 2:11-12)?
God assures the faithful that they will arrive safely at Heaven’s gates for
eternity, but every trip and journey is fraught with danger and should be
undertaken with preparation for failure.
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Ezra’s Reforms

EZRA CHAPTERS 9-10
Ezra is disappointed upon finding so much in Jerusalem out of order in
comparison with God’s law and undertakes many difficult reforms.
1. What did the officials soon report to Ezra (Ezra 9:1-4)?
They reported that upon returning to Jerusalem, many of the people, priests
and Levites had intermarried with idolatrous races. The leaders had
actually been foremost in this sin.
2. What was the problem with such marriages (Deuteronomy 7:1-8,
12:29-31, 20:16-18)? How had they affected Solomon (First Kings 11:1-8)?
Such marriages were forbidden by God even before Israel entered Canaan
because he foresaw the danger that his holy race would learn idolatry from
them, which is precisely what happened. Solomon’s foreign wives turned his
heart away from God.
3. Should this commandment and Ezra’s application of it be utilized today to
forbid marriages between Jews and Gentiles or between other races
(Ephesians 2:11-22, Galatians 3:26-29)? Explain.
This commandment is part of the Law of Moses and only had application to
the Jews during the time it was in force. It has no application to modern
people who live under Christ, nor especially to other races.
4. The danger, however, continues to exist that God’s holy race–Christians–
might be corrupted and polluted if they enter into fellowship with
unbelievers. What does the Holy Spirit command instead (Second
Corinthians 6:14-18, Ephesians 5:11, John 17:11-16)?
Disciples today are commanded to come out of the world and be separate,
or distinct, rather than engaging in fellowship with evil workers.
5. What was Ezra’s initial reaction to news of this sin? What effect did his
reaction have on others? Did everybody in Israel react as seriously?
Ezra reacted with grief, tearing his garment and cloak and even pulling hair
out of his head and beard, as he sat appalled. The others, who were
reverent, gathered around him. It is evident that this did not include
everyone, however.
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6. There does not appear to be any evidence at all that the remnant is
relearning idolatry from these heathen mates. Why doesn’t that mute Ezra’s
anguish or render it an overreaction?
Backsliding is a subtle, show thing and Ezra is convinced the danger must
be snuffed out quickly. Most importantly, however, the marriages violated
God’s will and that is all that really mattered.
7. In what role did Ezra view Israel, even as she was rebuilding the nation
(Ezra 9:5-9)? Why wouldn’t the Lord’s audience accept that truth (John
8:28-48)? What makes one a slave (Romans 6:16-22)?
Ezra acknowledged that Israel was in slavery, which some believers in
Christ would not admit because it interfered with their pride. Slavery is
being dominated by temptation, sin and the devil.
8. What did Ezra say about the severity of God’s punishment (9:10-15)? The
same principle and effect is described for Gentile Christians in Romans
11:19-22. What should be the effect of this realization?
Ezra reasoned that God had punished Israel less than she deserved by
allowing a remnant to survive and rebuild. The forgiven should be grateful
and rededicated to righteousness.
9. What did the assembly of men, women and children ask Ezra to do in
response to their sin (Ezra 10:1-5)?
They asked him to see to the sundering of their unlawful marriages.
10. Describe the setting as the people came together to discuss their
marriages (Ezra 10:6-9).
They all trembled because they knew they had been unfaithful and because it
was raining.
11. What do you think people today would recommend upon finding an
unscriptural marriage (Ezra 10:10-17; Mark 6:17-20)?
People today would rarely recognize any marriage as unscriptural, but
surely would not want to break up one that was without authority on
emotional and pragmatic grounds.
12. How does this whole nightmare become even more wrenching (Ezra
10:18-44)
We learn that some of these marriage had already produced offspring who
would now become part of broken homes.
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L ES S ON

NINE

Cupbearer to the King
NEHEMIAH CHAPTERS 1-2

Nehemiah begins to record the last historical words of the Old Testament,
revealing events up to about 430 B.C. as the reconstruction of Jerusalem
continues.
1. In what condition were the survivors in Jerusalem in 445 B.C. (Nehemiah
1:1-3)? Why?
They were in great trouble and shame (ESV), or distress and reproach
(NKJV) because the wall of the city was still broken down and the gates
were burned. This left them vulnerable and incomplete in the rehabilitation
of their national identity.
2. How did Nehemiah respond to the news (1:4)? Why was he so emotional?
Nehemiah sat down and wept and mourned for days, fasting and praying
before God. Nehemiah probably felt very distant from a problem that he
could hardly resolve from so far away (present day southern Iran).
3. What benefits and challenges are presented by very emotional brethren?
Very emotional brethren obviously feel things much deeper than others and
are specially equipped to motivate compassion in others and remind them of
the spiritual effects of things. They, however, can also be oversensitive and
easily slighted at times.
4. What value did fasting add to Nehemiah’s prayers (Matthew 5:4)?
Fasting is evidence of genuine mourning, which he would express in his
petition to God.
5. Describe the Lord’s guidelines for prayer and fasting (Matthew 6:5-8,
16-18)?
Prayer and fasting are designed to be private affairs, not for public
consumption, and great pains should be taken to keep them from becoming
exercises in ostentation and self-aggrandizement.
6. What kinds of sins did Nehemiah confess to God (1:5-11)? What did he
acknowledge as their consequence?
Nehemiah acknowledged that Israel had disobeyed God statutes and
suffered abandonment and difficulty even in restoration due to a lack of
fervor about it.
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7. What did he ask of God?
He asked God to hear him out and give him success in what he envisioned–
doing something about the problem.
8. So often, people complain about problems and even identify their causes,
but get no further. What ultimate value is complaining and analysis, if it
does not translate into personal effort (James 1:27, 2:15-18; First John
3:16-19)?
There is no real value unless one does something to help the people and
problems that are presented to him.
9. What was Nehemiah’s occupation? Explain.
Nehemiah was the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes I (465-424 B.C.). This
position was not that of a butler, but an advisor, and was often filled by a
eunuch, which might explain why no family of Nehemiah is mentioned.
10. How did Nehemiah surprise the king (2:1-8)? To what lengths should a
Christian go to appear happy (Philippians 4:4-7)? What image of the faith do
miserable disciples present?
On this occasion, he appeared in a sad condition, but was always happy
before. Miserable disciples tell the world that the faith is unpleasant.
11. What did Nehemiah do before answering the king? Why do you think he
did this?
Nehemiah prayed again to God, possibly to make certain that he was on the
right track, or would have the courage to ask and follow through, or that the
king might be agreeable to his request.
12. What kind of person were Sanballat and Tobiah (Nehemiah 2:9-10)?
Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant were wretched,
selfish men, upset that anyone would come to see to the welfare of the Jews.
13. Why did Nehemiah do his inspections by night (2:11-16)? How did he
overcome the opposition of Sanballat and Tobiah (2:17-20)?
Nehemiah wanted to see the extent of the work so that he could know what
he was asking the people to attempt. He brushed aside the derision of his
enemies and encouraged the people to ignore them as well.
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LES S ON

TEN

Rebuilding The Walls
NEHEMIAH CHAPTERS 3-6

Nehemiah leads a band of armed
handymen in the reconstruction of
Jerusalem’s signature walls and gates.
1. Have you ever built or repaired a
fence? How much stooping is
involved? How much stooping did the
Tekoite noblemen do (Nehemiah
3:1-5)?
Fence and wall repair require a great
dealing of both stretching and
stooping, but the Tekoite noblemen
were unwilling to do any.
2. Can you think of some ways that
some modern Christians are just as
aloof about the work of their Lord?
(Romans 12:16, James 1:27, Proverbs
14:4) Name a few if you are able.
Some modern Christians are afraid to get their hands dirty and prefer to let
deacons or other ministers handle the heavy lifting, assuaging their guilt
only by supporting the work financially. Others hope to avoid contact with
people they feel are beneath them.
3. Whose daughters helped out (Nehemiah 3:6-14)? What might this teach
our own women and young ladies today (Romans 16:1-6)?
Shallum’s daughters helped to repair the walls. Shallum was the ruler of half
the district of Jerusalem. Women also have a place in the church and can do
very vital works in God’s service.
4. Many subdivision houses today are built in a manner similar to an
assembly line, in which men who specialize in one aspect of the
construction do their small part and then move on to the next unfinished
house. What benefit can you see in the very different method employed by
Nehemiah and his crews (Nehemiah 3:15-32)?
Each little group had ownership of a section of the wall, for which they were
personally accountable. They could take pride in a completed job and even
compete with others for speed and size.
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5. What did Sanballat and Tobiah do to stall the work (Nehemiah 4:1-14)?
Why didn’t it work?
They jeered at the Jews and belittled their efforts, but the people had a mind
to work and kept right on. Then they plotted to attack them and confuse the
labor with fear, but Nehemiah put together a guard force.
6. How might the enemies of the gospel attempt to distract believers and
frustrate their efforts to build up the kingdom (Philippians 3:17-21)?
Enemies of the cross will incite fear, fraternal backbiting and pessimism in
their efforts at destroying the church.
7. Compare the image of Nehemiah’s workforce to that of the Christian
soldier (Nehemiah 4:15-23 and Ephesians 6:10-20; cf. First Peter 3:15).
Both are soldiers and workers who must defend their own convictions while
trying to build up belief in others. Both must be on the offensive and
defensive, ready at all times.
8. What new dangerous development is described in Nehemiah 5:1-5?
The society was breaking down into economic classes, rather than being one
of equality and fraternity.
9. What two injustices did Nehemiah forbid (5:6-13)? How does the New
Testament treat these two subjects (Colossians 4:1 and Luke 6:27-36)?
Slavery and usury were prohibited by Nehemiah and are regulated by the
New Testament as well. One should be fair to his servants and lend without
regard to interest.
10. How did Nehemiah maintain his moral standing among the people he
governed for 12 years (Nehemiah 5:14-19)?
He not only forsook the food allowance he could have exacted as a tax from
the people, but he kept right on working beside them.
11. What false accusation did Nehemiah’s enemies plan against him
(Nehemiah 6:1-14)?
They planned to accuse Nehemiah of fomenting rebellion and locking
himself in the temple to have himself crowned king of Israel.
12. How long did the project take (Nehemiah 6:15-19)?
Five months after proposing it to the king, Nehemiah’s crew had finished the
work with just 52 days on the job.
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L ES S ON

E LEV E N

Revival and Reformation
NEHEMIAH CHAPTERS 7-10

Ezra and Nehemiah try to revive the religious spirits of the people and
reform their practices to something more reverent and hopeful.
1. What made Hanani dependable (Nehemiah 7:1-4)? Explain (Second
Corinthians 5:10, Hebrews 9:27-28).
He was more faithful and feared God more than many. One who fears God is
honest and diligent, not only because he fears men, but because he loves and
respects God who is his ultimate judge.
2. How did Nehemiah try to motivate the guards to do a good job?
He stationed them near their own homes, adding incentive for vigilance.
3. Why were these genealogies so important (Nehemiah 7:5-65)? What was
the danger of genealogies once the New Testament arrived (First Timothy
1:3-7, Titus 3:9-11)
They were important for establishing order and a sense of society, in
addition to appointing Levitical priests and recognizing descendants of
David. Genealogies were a problem in the early church because they no
longer had the same value, but were abused to exclude certain brethren.
4. Why were some priestly candidates excluded from service (Nehemiah
6:66-73)? How would Urim and Thummim help (Leviticus 8:7-8)?
Some candidates could not establish their Levitical lineage and were
excluded lest they be theologically unsound. Urim and Thummim formed a
device for determining God’s will in a manner perhaps similar to throwing
dice.
5. Answer the following about Ezra’s sermon (Nehemiah 8:1-8):
a.

Where did Ezra preach? On a wooden platform in the square.

b. What did he preach? The book of the Law of God.
c.

To whom did he preach it? All who could understand it.

d. How was it preached? They read clearly, gave the sense and helped
the people understand the reading.
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6. Why did the people weep that day (Nehemiah 8:9-12)? How is our
response sometimes similar (Romans 7:7-25, Luke 14:27-33)?
They wept because they understood the words that were declared to them
and were both relieved and concerned to know God’s will, but that it would
require much from them. We might as well weep when we realize our own
failures to keep God’s will, but should count the cost and pay it.
7. Why did they decide to dwell in booths (Nehemiah 8:13-18, cf. Leviticus
23:42-43)?
They were to remember how their ancestors dwelt in booths for 40 years and
experienced the faithfulness of God despite their own sin.
8. Describe the pattern of the historic relationship of Jehovah and Israel
(Nehemiah 9:1-38)?
Throughout Israel’s long history, God would extend mercy and favor to the
nation, only to have the people grow to doubt him because their faith was
too weak to sustain them in hardship. He would ultimately prove faithful, but
Israel would deepen in its doubt until he was compelled to divorce her.
9. How did they describe God (Nehemiah 9:17)?
God is “ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love” and unwilling to forsake even an obstinate
people bent on forsaking him.
10. What is a stiff neck all about (cf. Proverbs 29:1, Jeremiah 7:26, 17:23,
19:15; Acts 7:51, 19:9)?
A stiff neck is metaphorical of an unwillingness to repent and a certain
stubbornness about reformation.
11. Summarize the pledge they made (Nehemiah 10:1-39).
They pledged to obey the law of Moses and to make the necessary sacrifices
to be a faithful people. They took the oath under penalty of a curse. They
promised to observe the Sabbath, share with the needy and refrain from
intermarrying with pagans.
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L ES S ON

TWE LV E

Nehemiah’s Reforms

NEHEMIAH CHAPTERS 11-13
Nehemiah seeks to add reformations to the nation of Israel.
1. By what two means was Jerusalem repopulated (Nehemiah 11:1-2)?
The people all cast lots so that one of every ten would move into the holy
city. In addition, others volunteered to live in the capital, which has become
a more federal city than it was before.
2. List the four groups of residents (Nehemiah 11:3-36):
• 3-9: nobility
• 15-18: Levites
•

10-14: priests

•

19: temple guards

3. Some of the Levites led the singers in what are called “Thanksgiving
Psalms” (Nehemiah 12:1-26). In the Dead Sea Scrolls, these included
Psalms 4, 5, 8 and 23. For what were the singers grateful in those songs?
•

Psalm 4: God made David to dwell in safety.

•

Psalm 5: God was a refuge for the righteous author.

•

Psalm 8: God is mindful of man and crowns him with glory.

•

Psalm 23: God is his shepherd.

4. What did the people do before dedicating the wall of Jerusalem
(Nehemiah 12:27-30)? Early disciples of Christ frequently did likewise
(John 11:45-57, Acts 21:15-26); why isn’t this binding upon Christians
today?
They purified themselves by means of ritual cleansing, as did first century
Jews, but this was not bound upon the church, especially upon its Gentile
membership.
5. How is the notion of self-purification bound upon disciples today (Titus
2:11-14, Hebrews 9:14, James 4:8)?
God wants to purify for himself a people zealous to do good works. This is
accomplished initially through an application of the blood of Christ upon
the obedient convert and then continually upon the growing saint.
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6. The dedication of the wall was marked by great musical worship
(Nehemiah 12:31-37). Who is credited with the presence of musical
instruments (cf. First Chronicles 23:1-5, Second Chronicles 29:25-27)?
David is frequently credited as an inventor of musical instruments, or the
initiation of their use in temple worship, or as the author of many psalms
which included them.
7. Would similar expressions in the New Testament be sufficient to establish
authority for their use in the church’s worship? What musical authority is
evident? Where?
Similar expressions would surely authorize the use of instruments other than
the human voice, but none exists. Instead, we are encouraged to sing and
make melody in our hearts to God (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16).
8. How is our musical worship like a sacrifice (Nehemiah 12:38-47;
Hebrews 13:12-15)?
Musical worship is a sacrifice of the fruit of our lips, which can only have
reference to singing as we pronounce the virtues of a good God.
9. Why were the Ammonites and Moabites suddenly shunned (Nehemiah
13:1-3, Numbers 22-25)? What happened to Tobiah (Nehemiah 13:4-9?
They were not only of mixed descent, but refused to aid the Israelites during
the wilderness wandering and hired Balaam the prophet to curse them.
Tobiah was evicted from the temple apartment that his ally Eliashib had
arranged for him.
10. What did Nehemiah ask when he realized that the Levites were not being
cared for (13:10-14)? What similar responsibility do we as Christians have
today (First Corinthians 9:1-14, First Timothy 5:17-18)?
He asked, “Why is the house of God forsaken?” Today, we are neglecting
the house of God if we are not providing for those who devote their lives to
its service.
11. How did Nehemiah end the profaning of the Sabbath (13:15-22)?
He warned those who were guilty, set up guards at the gates throughout the
Sabbath and threatened to injure the merchants who came back anyway.
12. How did Nehemiah discourage unlawful intermarriages (13:23-31)?
He reminded them of how it had been a problem in the past, beat some of the
guilty and pulled out their hair.
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L E SS ON

THIRT E E N

Review
1. Writing of 538 B.C., Ezra alludes to a prophecy of Jeremiah, which Cyrus
would fulfill (Ezra 1:1-4). What had the weeping prophet predicted in
approximately 605 B.C. (Jeremiah 25:1-12, 29:10, 33:7-13)?
Jeremiah had not only predicted the fall of Jerusalem, but also its eventual
restoration after 70 years of devastation and neglect.
2. Explain the reactions to the foundation (Ezra 3:12-13; Haggai 2:1-5).
The young were thrilled to be getting a temple at last, but the old
remembered Solomon’s building and could tell that the new version would
be put a pale imitation in size and glory.
3. Why had Esther not revealed her people or family? How could God’s
providence have played a role in the fact that Esther seems to have found
favor in the eyes of all those who could assist her?
Mordecai had charged her not to tell anyone she was a Jew because that
would have prejudiced the Persians against her and probably disqualified
her from contention. God’s providence allowed the right young woman to be
in the right place at the right time to do the heroic work that he had for her
and for his people.
4. What did Mordecai do when he learned of Haman’s plotting (Esther
4:1-8)? What else did the Jews do when they learned of the news?
Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes as he went into the
midst of the city, crying out loudly and bitterly. The Jews mourned, fasted,
wept and wailed and many chose to put on sackcloth and ashes to show
their sorrow.
5. Why did Haman’s friends suddenly become so pessimistic (Esther
6:12-14? What can we learn from Haman’s example?
They believed in the providence of Jehovah! They knew that God would
favor this Jew over a heathen. We should learn that fools rush in where
angels fear to tread. Attempts to eliminate an enemy will grow beyond
perspective and deliver us into many unwise choices.
6. What lessons can we learn from Esther’s newfound courage (Esther
8:3-17; Hebrews 4:14-16, Second Timothy 1:7, Romans 8:31-39)?
We ought to learn from experience that if God is with us, no one can succeed
at being against us. We may boldly approach the throne of divine grace with
confidence that God will hear and be merciful to our pleas. Like Esther, we
can feel discouraged or distressed, but doing the right thing can never be
wrong. We must act by a spirit of power, love and a sound mind and
overcome every impulse that would cause us instead to respond with fear,
timidity and worry.
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7. List his three objectives regarding God’s law (Ezra 7:7-10). What
instructions did James (3:1) and Paul (Second Timothy 2:15) give regarding
those who wanted to teach the law of Christ?
He had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, to do it and to teach his
statutes and rules in Israel. James warned not to become a teacher lightly
because, as Paul wrote, one must be a workman with integrity.
8. What did the assembly of men, women and children ask Ezra to do in
response to their sin (Ezra 10:1-9)? What do you think people today would
recommend upon finding an unscriptural marriage (Ezra 10:10-17; Mark
6:17-20)?
They asked him to see to the sundering of their unlawful marriages. People
today would rarely recognize any marriage as unscriptural, but surely
would not want to break up one that was without authority on emotional and
pragmatic grounds.
9. In what condition were the survivors in Jerusalem in 445 B.C. (Nehemiah
1:1-3)? Why? How did Nehemiah respond (1:4)? Why was he so emotional?
They were in great trouble and shame (ESV), or distress and reproach
(NKJV) because the wall of the city was still broken down and the gates
were burned. This left them vulnerable and incomplete in the rehabilitation
of their national identity. Nehemiah sat down and wept and mourned for
days, fasting and praying before God. Nehemiah probably felt very distant
from a problem that he could hardly resolve from so far away (present day
southern Iran).
10. What did Sanballat and Tobiah do to stall the work (Nehemiah 4:1-14)?
How might the enemies of the gospel attempt to distract believers and
frustrate their efforts to build up the kingdom (Philippians 3:17-21)?
They jeered at the Jews and belittled their efforts, but the people had a mind
to work and kept right on. Then they plotted to attack them and confuse the
labor with fear, but Nehemiah put together a guard force. Enemies of the
cross will incite fear, fraternal backbiting and pessimism in their efforts at
destroying the church.
11. How did they describe God (Nehemiah 9:17)?
God is “ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love” and unwilling to forsake even an obstinate
people bent on forsaking him.
12. What is Nehemiah’s abiding hope (Nehemiah 13:30-31)?
He wants God to remember his good works and to bless him in return.
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