A PASSAGE THROUGH THE OLD TESTAMENT
YEAR TWO, QUARTER ONE

Israel and
Judah
THE BOOKS OF
FIRST AND SECOND KINGS &
FIRST AND SECOND CHRONICLES

A Thirteen Lesson Bible Study
by Jeff S. Smith

The Kings of Israel (931-722 B.C.)
1. Jeroboam I (931-910) was a tax
superintendent under Solomon until the
king saw his ambition. He fled to Egypt
but returned to revolt against Rehoboam.
Jeroboam introduced calf worship.

11. Jehu (841-814) killed King Jehoram
after Elisha anointed him to reign instead.
He then exterminated all of Ahab’s
descendants. Next, he massacred many
Baalists.

2. Nadab (910-909) was slain by Baasha
at Gibbethon.

12. Jehoahaz (814-798) was kept in
subjection by Damascus throughout his
reign. He maintained Jeroboam’s idolatry.
His plea to God for a deliverer was
answered.

3. Baasha (909-886) reigned for some
time before attacking Judah. An odd
alliance between Judah and Damascus
defeated him.
4. Elah (886-885) reigned about a year
before being killed while drunk by Zimri.
5. Zimri (885) occupied the throne for
seven days. The army had chosen Omri
to rule instead. Zimri was pursued into
the palace where he set it ablaze and
perished.
6. Tibni (885-880) emerged as the choice
of the people of Tirzah and ruled five
years during a great struggle with Omri
and his factions until he died.
7. Omri (880-874) finally took the throne
of Israel after defending Tibni. He began
the third dynasty unscrupulously.
8. Ahab (874-853) married Jezebel and
introduced her Baal worship to Israel. He
killed Naboth for his vineyard.
9. Ahaziah (853-852) fell through a
lattice and inquired of Baalzebub
regarding his health. Elijah informed him
he would die.
10. Jehoram (852-841) continued his
brother’s alliance with Judah. He
alternately worked with and against
Elijah.

13. Jehoash (798-782) visited Elisha on
his deathbed and was promised
deliverance from Syria, but limited to
three victories. He later defeated Amaziah
of Judah in battle.
14. Jeroboam II (782-753) repelled Syria,
taking Damascus and lost much territory.
15. Zechariah (753-752) was a shortlived, but evil, king, who was killed by
Shallum.
16. Shallum (752) ended the Jehu
dynasty, but reigned only a month before
being killed.
17. Menahem (752-742) seized the throne
after killing Shallum. He maintained calf
worship in his godless, immoral society.
18. Pekahiah (742-740) was another evil
king who reigned just two years before
being killed by one of his officers, Pekah.
19. Pekah (740-732) lost much of his
territory to Tigleth-Pileser of Assyria
before being killed by Hoshea.
20. Hoshea (732-722) was the final king
of Israel who became a vassal to
Shalmaneser of Assyria by paying him
tribute money. Three years later, he
conspired with Egypt to overthrow Assyria
and stopped paying. His plan was revealed
and Shalmaneser carried him captive to
Assyria.
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Lesson 1: David’s Demise
First Kings 1-2 and First Chronicles 26-29
1. What was wrong with King David (First Kings 1:1-10)? What was
Adonijah’s ambition? How had David failed him?
He was old and in ill health. Adonijah wanted to go ahead and stake his
claim to the throne and began presumptuously because David had never
corrected him at any time.
2. Whom did Adonijah leave out of his plan?
He left out Nathan, Benaiah, the mighty men and his brother Solomon.
3. What two people conspire to gain David’s approval of Solomon’s claim to
the crown (1:11-21)?
Bathsheba and Nathan plan to remind David of his vow to crown Solomon
after him.
4. What did they see in their future if Adonijah became king?
They would all be eliminated one way or another as threats to his absolute
authority.
5. Were they able to gain David’s approval (1:22-35)? What ride did David
appoint for Solomon that symbolized both his new office and a messianic
prophecy?
Bathsheba and Nathan persuaded David to anoint Solomon that day. He did
by putting Solomon on his own mule to ride into town.
6. Why did Adonijah give up so quickly and easily (1:36-53)?
All the people were behind Solomon, save for the few he had called to his
side already.
7. What conditions did Solomon give for allowing him to live?
Adonijah would have to prove himself worthy of life by serving the new king
without wickedness.
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8. What were David’s last wishes for Solomon (2:1-9)? How did David want
his son to approach the building project (First Chronicles 28:9-10, 20)?
He wanted his son to be strong, prove himself a man and keep the charge of
God to obey his law and to build the temple according to the plan.
9. What was the condition placed upon David’s descendants continuing to
occupy the throne of Israel? Did they meet this condition? How did David
die (First Chronicles 29:26-28)?
His offspring would have to walk in truth with all their heart and soul. They
failed. “Then he died at a good age, full of days, riches, and honor.
10. What one thing did Adonijah request (2:10-21)?
He wanted the virgin, Abishag, who had cared for David as he died, to be
his wife.
11. How did Solomon respond to this request (2:22-27)?
He was angry that his mother would make the request on Adonijah’s behalf
and wondered if the whole kingdom might not also be given to his younger
brother. He refused the request and sentenced Adonijah to die.
12. For whose blood was the defector, Joab, condemned (2:28-35)?
He was condemned for killing Abner and Amasa, men more righteous than
he and during time of peace for his own vengeance.
13.Why was Shimei executed (2:36-46)?
Solomon followed his father’s wish by allowing Shimei to live, but limited
him to house arrest. When Shimei’s slaves escaped a few years later, he
pursued them to Gath. Solomon found out and had him punished by death.
14. Looking back over this first chapter of Solomon’s reign, how was it that
his kingdom was established and his father’s buried?
He cleaned house and instituted his own administration, replacing the priest
and general of his nation and army and removing all the outstanding cases
of injustice left over from his father’s administration.
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Lesson 2: Solomon’s Splendor
First Kings 3-10 and Second Chronicles 1-9
1. What was the compliment paid Solomon (First Kings 3:1-3)? What was
the criticism?
He was complimented for loving God and walking in the law, but criticized
for sacrificing in the high places.
2. What did Solomon ask God to give him (3:4-9)? Why?
He asked for wisdom because he was young and inexperienced in the midst
of a great people.
3. What had God expected Solomon might have requested (3:10-15)? What
was the condition placed upon God’s promise of a long life to Solomon?
Solomon might have asked for long life, riches, and his enemies’ lives. He
would live long if he walked in truth as David had.
4. How did Solomon solve the dispute between the two harlots (3:16-28)?
He offered to cut the living child in two and give each half, exposing the true
mother who would prefer him live with another woman than be killed.
5. Two of the promises made to Abraham are reported as fulfilled in First
Kings 4:1-21. Which ones are they?
God fulfilled the promise of a great nation and a homeland.
6. How does this history characterize the reign of Solomon as it affected the
people (4:22-28)?
It was a time of peace and prosperity.
7. As Moses gave Israel the Law and David gave her the Psalms, what was
the contribution of Solomon (4:29-34)?
He gave Israel a supply of wisdom in proverbs and songs.
8. What was Solomon’s proposal now that war was over (5:1-18)? What did
he want from King Hiram of Tyre?
He intended to build a house for God, for which he would need cedars from
Lebanon.
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9. Why didn’t the construction of the temple ensure that God would never
cast off Israel, no matter how she behaved (6:1-13)?
God promised to have fellowship with Israel so long as she was submissive.
10. Where was the ark to be placed (6:14-22)?
The ark was to be placed in the inner sanctuary, called the Holy of Holies.
11. How long did it take to construct the temple (6:23-38)?
It took seven years to construct the temple.
12. How long did it take to build Solomon’s palace (7:1-12)?
It took thirteen years to build the palace.
13. What was the name of the craftsman who came to do bronze work
(7:13-51)?
Hiram, the son of a widow from the tribe of Naphtali, did the bronze.
14. What was found in the ark (8:1-9)? What had also been there at other
times (see Hebrews 9:4, Exodus 16:33, Numbers 17:10)?
The ten commandments were kept in the ark, as Aaron’s rod and a pot of
manna were at other times.
15. How did God show his approval of the temple (8:10-21)?
He filled the temple with a cloud, as he had used to lead Israel to Canaan.
16. What must people do concerning their sin before God will forgive
(8:22-66)?
They must honestly repent of it.
17. Did Solomon’s temple stand forever (9:1-28)? What did God say would
be the cause of its destruction?
It was eventually destroyed when the people refused to worship God only.
18. Why did the queen of Sheba come to visit Solomon (10:1-29)?
She had heard of his wisdom and came to test it with hard questions.
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Lesson 3: Solomon’s Demise
First Kings 11 and Second Chronicles 9
1. What was the criticism here of Solomon (First Kings 11:1-8)? Why was
this a problem?
He loved many foreign women as well as his Egyptian wife. God had
warned Israel not to take wives of the Canaanites, for fear they would turn
his people to serve other gods.
2. What did Solomon’s wives do to his heart? What does this mean? How far
did Solomon’s change of heart go?
They turned away his heart, meaning they turned him from serving only
Jehovah to giving some heed to idols as well. He went so far as to build an
altar for some of them on a hill east of Jerusalem.
3. What is known about Molech (Leviticus 18:21, 20:2-4, Jeremiah 32:35,
Second Kings 23:10)?
He was the false god of the Ammonites, to whom people sacrificed their own
children in fire. God specifically condemned this idol.
4. How did God determine to punish Solomon (11:9-13)? Why did God
promise to wait until Solomon was dead to execute his plan?
He told the king that he would tear the kingdom away from him and give it
to another. God would wait for David’s sake.
5. What else would God do for David’s sake?
He would save one tribe for a descendant of David and Solomon.
6. Why did the Edomites bear a grudge against Israel (11:14-20; Second
Samuel 8:13-14)?
Joab had killed almost all male Edomites during a six-month occupation of
the land. Only a handful escaped to exile and eventually made it to Egypt.
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7. What news emboldened Hadad to return to Edom?
He heard that David and Joab were dead and figured he had a chance to
regain his land.
8. What grudge did Rezon bear against Israel (11:21-25; Second Samuel
8:3-4)?
Rezon was the son of one who had fled as David killed everyone in the land
of Zobah.
9. Who was Jeroboam (11:26-39)?
Jeroboam was a young and industrious, mighty man of valor whom Solomon
appointed over all the labor force of the house of Joseph.
10. Why did Jeroboam rebel against Solomon?
Jeroboam rebelled after Ahijah prophesied that he would receive ten parts of
the kingdom as God punished Solomon.
11. What promise did God make Jeroboam? What were the conditions?
God promised to bless him as the king of Israel with an enduring throne for
his family if he was faithful.
12. To where did Jeroboam escape (11:40-43)? Why?
He went to Egypt when Solomon threatened to kill him.
13. Who reigned over Israel when Solomon died?
Rehoboam reigned in his father’s place.
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Lesson 4: Rehoboam and Jeroboam
First Kings 12-16 and Second Chronicles 10-16
1. With Jeroboam acting as the representative of the downtrodden people,
Rehoboam was faced with important decisions very early in his rule (First
Kings 12:1-11). What were the demands of Jeroboam and his followers?
Jeroboam demands that Rehoboam lighten the load Solomon laid on the
people.
2. What did Solomon’s advisers tell Rehoboam to do? Did he accept their
advice? What did his young friends recommend?
They told him to act as the people’s servant and deal kindly with them, so
that the people would be loyal to him. Rehoboam rejected their advice. The
young men advised that he threaten to add to the people’s burdens and
chastise them terribly.
3. Did Rehoboam like the advice from his young friends (12:12-17)? What
happened?
Rehoboam took their advice and turned the people against him forever. Only
the Jews remained loyal to him, as he was of their tribe.
4. What event solidified the revolt against Rehoboam (12:18-24)? What tribe
sided with Judah and Rehoboam when Israel made Jeroboam king? Did God
permit them to make war on Israel?
The assassination of Adoram, the chief of revenue collection. Benjamin
stayed with Judah. There was to be no war at this time.
5. What was Jeroboam’s greatest fear (12:25-33)? What did he do about it?
Jeroboam feared the people’s habit of going to Jerusalem to worship would
eventually lead them back to David’s throne there as well. He decided to
build his own altar and gods in Bethel and Dan. He also made priests of
non-Levite tribes and sacrificed to golden calves.
6. Whom did the prophet predict would put away this idolatry (13:1-10)?
When did he live? Why did the prophet refuse an offer of hospitality at his
hand?
Josiah’s reign was predicted 300 years before it happened in the late seventh
century B.C. He refused because God warned him not to.
7. How did the old prophet persuade the young prophet to come (13:11-19)?
He lied to him, claiming an angel had announced a change of God’s mind.
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8. How did the young prophet die (13:20-25)? Why did he die?
He died by the will of God in the mouth of a lion because he disobeyed God.
9. What did the old prophet do because of his guilt (13:26-34)?
He recovered the young prophet’s body and buried it, asking to be buried
alongside him.
10. Summarize the prophecy of Ahijah (14:1-20).
Ahijah prophesied that Jeroboam’s rule was displeasing to God and would
result in his punishment. His child would die and all his descendants would
meet with a terrible end.
11. Was Judah any better than Israel (14:21-31)? How so? How was she
punished?
Judah also did evil and practiced idolatry on every high hill and under
every green tree. Judah was punished when Shishak came and took away all
the treasures of the temple and palace.
12. ummarize the reign of King Abijam of Judah(15:1-8) S.
He walked in all his father’s sins and his heart was not loyal to God. Only
for David’s sake did God maintain his seed upon the throne. He made war
with Jeroboam.
13. Summarize the reign of King Asa of Judah (15:9-24).
Asa followed God’s commandments and banished the perverts and idols
from the land. He did not remove the idolatrous altars, however. He
refurnished the temple and made war on Israel.
14. Summarize the reigns of King Nadab and King Baasha of Israel
(15:25-16:7).
Nadab followed the evil of his father, Jeroboam. He was destroyed by
Baasha as God had predicted. Baasha reigned 24 years and continued to do
evil and influence Israel for evil.
15. How did King Elah of Israel die (16:8-20)? Who reigned once Tibni
died?
He was assassinated by Zimri while drinking himself drunk. Omri reigned
once Tibni died.
16. Whom did Ahab serve (16:29-34)?
Ahab did more evil than any other king in serving Baal and a wooden
image.
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Lesson 5: Elijah
First Kings 17-19
1. What did Elijah prophesy to Ahab (First Kings 17:1-7)? How did God
provide for the prophet?
Elijah prophesied a drought, in which God would provide for the prophet by
the Jordan with ravens who would bring him food.
2. What was the widow doing when Elijah arrived in Zarephath (17:8-16)?
What did Elijah ask of her? What was Elijah’s promise to her if she provided
for him?
When Elijah saw the widow gathering sticks, he asked her for a drink of
water and a morsel of bread. He promised that her flour and oil would not
be exhausted until the rain returned.
3. Why did the woman blame Elijah when her son died (17:17-24)? What
was the effect of Elijah’s miracle upon the woman?
She thought that this man of God had brought judgment upon the son for his
sins. The word of Elijah was confirmed as having divine origin.
4. How long had the land now known drought (18:1-6)? What was Samaria
experiencing?
After three years of drought, Samaria was in famine.
5. How was Obadiah like the ravens?
Obadiah feared God and protected the prophets when Jezebel was
murdering them. He fed of them in caves.
6. Why was Obadiah worried about giving Elijah’s message to Ahab
(18:7-14)?
Obadiah was told to tell Ahab that Elijah was near. Obadiah figured that
when Ahab came, Elijah would have fled and Obadiah would be executed
for the mistake.
7. What did Ahab call Elijah when he saw him (18:15-19)? Why? How was
Ahab truly the guilty one?
Ahab called Elijah the “troubler of Israel” because Elijah was preaching
the unpopular truth that Ahab hated. He had forsaken God’s commands and
followed the Baals instead.
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8. What company did Elijah request meet him at Mount Carmel?
He wanted to see 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah.
9. What question did Elijah ask the people (18:20-29)? What did he mean?
“How long will you falter between two opinions?” He wanted them to
choose either to serve God only or the idols only.
10. How did Elijah mock the prophets of Baal?
When their idol failed to burn up the sacrifice, Elijah suggested that he
might be meditating, busy, on a journey or sleeping.
11. How did Jehovah prove he was the only true and living God (18:30-46)?
How did Elijah and the people of Israel respond to this service?
He answered by fire, burning up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones, the dust
and even the water in the trench. Later, he returned the rain by Elijah’s word
to Israel. The people bowed to God and Elijah commanded them to kill the
prophets of Baal.
12. What did Jezebel have in mind for Elijah’s victory reward (19:1-9)?
How did Elijah react to this turn of events?
She intended to kill Elijah, causing him to flee to Beersheba. He sat under a
broom tree and prayed to die, saying he had had enough.
13. In what was the Lord not (19:10-18)? In what was the Lord?
The Lord passed by and there resulted a strong wind, an earthquake and a
fire. He appeared in a still, small voice that reminded Elijah of God’s
providence and mission.
14. What reservation did God make in Israel?
He reserved 7000 men who were not given over to idolatry.
15. How did Elijah call Elisha to be his assistant (19:19-21)?
He threw his mantle on the younger man and called him to follow.
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Lesson 6: Ahab and Jezebel
First Kings 20-22 and Second Chronicles 17-20
1. What concession was Ahab ready to make to the king of Syria (First
Kings 20:1-9)? Where did he draw the line?
Ahab was willing to give up the gold, silver, wives and children of his house
but not to allow Ben-Hadad’s men to search the houses of his servants for
booty.
2. What did Ahab mean with his proverb (20:10-21)? What played a role in
Israel’s victory? (There are several answers.)
Boasting should be reserved for after the battle, when it was reasonable, not
empty. He who laughs last laughs best. God promised to fight for Israel. The
young leaders of the provinces were more courageous than Ahab. BenHadad and his men were drunk.
3. Where and when was the next battle pitched between Syria and Israel
(20:22-27)?
The next battle was in the valley of Aphek the following spring.
4. How was the war resolved (20:28-34)?
The few of Israel defeated the many troops of Syria, leaving the king
cornered and ready to make a treaty with Ahab, who sent him home with a
deal to return the cities to Ahab.
5. The young prophet uses a parable similar to Nathan’s to condemn Ahab
(20:35-43). Of what was the king guilty?
The king was guilty of letting the king of Syria live when God had marked
him for execution.
6. Why did Naboth refuse to sell his vineyard to Ahab (21:1-14)? Upon
finding her husband pouting, Jezebel promises to secure the vineyard for
Ahab. How does she go about it?
The vineyard had been in his family for a long time and he was unwilling to
uproot his heritage. She forges letters from the king to the elders of Naboth’s
city, telling them to find false witnesses to accuse Naboth of blasphemy, then
stone him to death.
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7. What was Elijah’s prophecy against Ahab’s opportunism (21:15-24)?
He would die and dogs would lick his blood on the spot where he stole
Naboth’s vineyard. He also promised to cut off Ahab’s posterity and make
his house desolate. Dogs would also eat Jezebel’s rotting flesh.
8. How did Ahab gain a little time (21:25-29)?
He showed humility by tearing his clothes and wearing sackcloth while
fasting all night.
9. Why was Jehoshaphat dissatisfied with Israel’s prophets (22:1-12)? Why
did Ahab object to Micaiah? What was the recommendation of Ahab’s
prophets?
They were tainted by idolatry and Micaiah prophesied evil against Ahab and
not good. They recommended that Israel and Judah make war on Syria.
10. Micaiah’s first report to the king was sarcastic (22:13-23). What did he
really see in Israel’s prospects against Syria?
Israel would be scattered in defeat.
11. How was Micaiah rewarded for his honesty (22:24-28)?
He was struck on the face by Zedekiah and then imprisoned by Ahab.
12. How were the prophecies of both Micaiah and Elijah fulfilled
(22:29-40)?
Although the king of Israel disguised himself, he was hit by an arrow and
died that evening. All his men went to his own city. Elijah’s prophecy was
fulfilled when dogs licked up Ahab’s blood as his chariot was washed in
Samaria.
13. How does history remember Jehoshaphat (22:41-50)?
He was good king who obeyed God, yet did not take down the idolatrous
places. He exiled the perverts from the land.
14. How does history remember Ahaziah (22:51-53)?
He was as evil as his parents, making Israel sin with idolatry.
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Lesson 7: Elisha
Second Kings 1-4, 6
1. Why was Ahaziah doomed to death (Second Kings 1:1-8)?
He tried to consult Baalzebub, the god of Ekron, after a fall through some
lattice and Elijah was sent to condemn him to death because of God’s
jealousy.
2. How did Elijah get rid of the king’s messengers (1:9-18)?
He called fire down from heaven upon their heads.
3. Why was Elisha sharp with the sons of the prophets (2:1-8)? How did
Elisha prove his loyalty?
They were talking about Elijah’s impending death and Elisha was concerned
for him, while they seemed to be flippant. He followed Elijah from Gilgal to
Bethel to Jericho to the Jordan.
4. What did Elisha ask of Elijah (2:9-18)? What was Elijah’s condition?
He asked to be his successor, to receive a double portion of his prophetic
ability. He would have his wish granted if he were still with Elijah when he
was taken up.
5. How was Elijah removed from the Earth? What item signified the passing
of responsibility to Elisha?
A chariot of fire appeared and Elijah disappeared in a whirlwind into
heaven. The mantle Elijah had worn passed to Elisha.
6. How did the young people mock Elisha (2:19-25)? How did he punish
them?
They mocked his bald head. Elisha cursed them and two female bears came
out of the wood and mauled 42 children.
7. What enemy did Israel, Judah, and Edom share (3:1-12)?
Mesha, king of Moab, was enemy to them all.
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8. What fatal misconception did the Moabites have when they saw the red
water in the valley (3:13-23)?
They believed the three kings had murdered each other and that the
Moabites could now do as they pleased.
9. How did the king of Moab cause indignation in Israel (3:24-27)?
He sacrificed his firstborn son on the wall as a burnt offering.
10. How did God bless the poor widow by Elisha’s hand (4:1-7)?
He filled all her vessels with oil that she could sell to pay her debts.
11. What did the Shunammite couple do for Elisha (4:8-17)? What did
Gehazi suggest Elisha do to repay her?
They prepared him a room and gave him meals whenever he passed through.
Gehazi suggested causing her to have a son, for she was barren.
12. How did Elisha resurrect the child many hours after he died (4:18-37)?
Elisha laid on the child, with his mouth, eyes and hands on the child’s until
he breathed again.
13. What miracles of Jesus are foreshadowed by Elisha here (4:38-44)?
Elisha feeds the multitudes with a few loaves of bread and a few fish.
14. Why was the prophet more concerned than expected over the lost ax
head (6:1-7)?
The ax head was borrowed!
15. What was symbolized by the vision of the chariots of fire and horses
(6:8-23)? How did Elisha capture a company of Syrians?
The chariots symbolized the presence of God on Elisha’s side. He then
blinded his enemies and led them by trickery to Samaria.
16. How low had Israel sunk as Ben-Hadad threatened them again
(6:24-33)?
They were eating animal heads, buying dove droppings and cannibalizing
their children.
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Lesson 8: Naaman the Leper
Second Kings 5
1. Was Naaman a part of the nation of Israel (Second Kings 5:1-7)? How
does the Holy Spirit describe Naaman?
He was great and honorable in the eyes of Syria’s king, because he was
considered a mighty man of valor for his battlefield record.
2. To whom does the passage give the credit for Naaman’s success? Why
does this seem odd?
God had given him victory. It does seem odd since part of his record was
built on defeating Israel, but God has his reasons.
3. For what reason could this young girl have been bitter about being in a
Syrian’s service? Does she appear to be of this attitude?
Naturally, she could have been bitter about being kidnapped and enslaved in
a foreign land.
4. What was her prescription for Naaman’s leprosy? What did the king of
Israel think when he received the letter from Syria?
A visit to the prophet of Israel, Elisha. Israel’s king thought that the Syrian
king was seeking some duplicitous advantage over him and wondered how
anyone expected him to heal a leper.
5. What was Elisha’s prescription for healing Naaman’s leprosy (5:8-14)?
He told Naaman to go and dip seven times in the Jordan to restore his flesh
and make him clean.
6. Did Naaman immediately follow the “doctor’s” orders? Why, or why not?
How did his servants persuade Naaman to change his mind?
No, Naaman refused because of his pride. They reasoned with him that he
would have gladly done some difficult task, so why should he refuse to do
something so simple.
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7. How did Naaman intend to show his gratitude to Elisha (5:15-19)? To
God?
Naaman confessed his belief in Jehovah and offered to make a present to
His prophet. He promised to cease his idolatry and worship only the true
God.
8. What pardon did Naaman ask of God through Elisha? Why?
Naaman wanted God to understand that when he accompanied his own
master in the temple of Rimmon and knelt with him, that he was only doing
so out of duty to his master, and not service to the idol.
9. Why did Gehazi chase after Naaman once Elisha refused his gift the last
time (5:20-27)?
He got greedy and figured he could have what Elisha refused.
10. What two lies did Gehazi tell?
He lied to Naaman and took advantage of his gratitude and generosity by
claiming that Elisha had sent for some silver and garments for some
visitors. Then he lied to Elisha by claiming he had not gone anywhere.
11. How was Gehazi punished?
Elisha made Naaman’s leprosy cling to Gehazi.
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Lesson 9: Bloody Reigns
Second Kings 7-12 and Second Chronicles 21-24
1. What was Elisha’s prediction regarding the siege of Samaria and its
resultant famine in the city (Second Kings 7:1-12)? Why had the Syrian
army fled?
He predicted it would end very soon. God had caused them to hear the noise
of chariots and horses of a great army, making them afraid that Israel had
allied with the Hittites and Egyptians and would destroy Syria.
2. Did the king believe the lepers’ report was really good news for him?
What did he think?
The king thought the Syrians were hiding and waiting for the Israelites to
emerge from the city in search of food, when they would be struck down
easily.
3. How did Elisha’s prophecies come to pass (7:13-20)?
After the spies had seen the Syrian camp, the people were all sent out to
plunder what the army left behind and prices plummeted as supply
increased. The king’s aide also was trampled to death in the gate just as the
prophet said because he uttered his disbelief.
4. What was Elisha’s new prophecy (8:1-6)? Whom did he protect?
He predicted a seven-year famine in Samaria. He protected the woman who
had always shown him kindness and whose son he had given and
resurrected.
5. What did Elisha tell Hazael to say to Ben-Hadad concerning his prospects
for recovery (8:7-15)? How did Hazael become the king of Syria?
He told him to tell the king he would recover, although God had shown that
he would die. Elisha anticipated what this man would say if he knew that he
would succeed the king. After hearing Elisha’s prophecy, he was emboldened
to lie to Ben-Hadad and then smother him with a thick, wet cloth.
6. In whose ways did Jehoshaphat’s son and grandson walk as kings
(8:16-29)? Why did God not destroy Judah?
Jehoram and Ahaziah walked like the kings of Israel in doing evil but God
preserved Judah for David’s sake.
7. What did the madman and babbler tell Jehu (9:1-13)? How did the others
receive the news?
Elisha’s messenger told Jehu that he would be the next king of Israel, to
which the other servants pledged their agreement.
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8. Whose death was avenged as Jehu killed King Jehoram (9:14-26)?
The death of Naboth at the hands of Ahab and Jezebel was avenged at
Naboth’s vineyard.
9. Why did Jezebel call Jehu “Zimri” (9:27-37; see First Kings 16:9-18)?
Both men were army commanders who usurped the throne of their masters
by violence.
10. How did Jehu show his “zeal for the Lord” (10:1-17)?
He killed all the descendants of King Ahab, as prophesied.
11. How did Jehu manage to assemble all the Baalists before him
(10:18-28)? What did he do with them, once they were gathered?
He pretended to desire to serve Baal and honor the idol’s prophets. When
they were gathered and had offered their sacrifice, Jehu had his men slay
them and destroy Baal from Israel.
12. What was Jehu’s downfall (10:29-36)?
He could not give up the golden calves that Jeroboam had made in Bethel
and Dan to eliminate the need to go to Jerusalem to worship. He did not
care for God’s law with his heart, nor depart from his sin.
13. Who wanted the throne of Judah when Ahaziah died (11:1-12)? Who
was the rightful heir now?
The queen mother, Athaliah, tried to take the throne, but Joash was the
rightful heir.
14. Why didn’t the Baalists find refuge in Judah now that Israel had killed
their fellow worshipers (11:13-21)?
No, Judah destroyed the altar and images of Baal, too.
15. Why were the “high places” created (12:1-16; First Kings 3:2)?
They were used before the temple was built because Israel had no place to
worship.
16. How did Joash meet his end?
After paying tribute to the king of Syria, his servants arose and killed him at
the house of Millo.
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Lesson 10: Fall of Israel
Second Kings 13-17 and Second Chronicles 25-28
1. Why did God initially give Israel up to Syria (Second Kings 13:1-13)?
Why did he later relent?
God gave up Israel because of her grave sin, but then relented when King
Jehoahaz pleaded with Him for deliverance.
2. What was the evidence that Israel did not repent of her idolatry?
Israel did not repent of her idolatry, maintaining a wooden image in
Samaria.
3. To what did Joash allude when he mentioned “the chariots of Israel and
their horsemen” (13:14-21; see Second Kings 2:12)?
He was equating Elisha’s impending death with the national tragedy of
Elijah’s passing from the earth.
4. What was the penalty for Joash’s apparent lack of zeal in the prospect of
striking Syria?
He would only strike them half as much as he could have.
5. How many victories did Israel win over Syria (13:22-25)?
Three.
6. Why did the king not punish the children of his father’s murderers
(14:1-7)?
He obeyed the law of Moses which prohibited such vengeance upon the
innocent (Deuteronomy 24:16).
7. Why was Israel able to defeat Judah (14:8-22; see Second Chronicles
25:14-20)?
They were victorious because Amaziah had brought home the gods of the
Edomites and chosen to serve them.
8. What prophet to Nineveh, often assumed to be mere legend, figures into
the record of King Jeroboam II’s reign (14:23-29)?
We meet Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was from Gath-hepher.
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9. What problem continued to plague every king of Judah (15:1-7)?
No king has the strength or wisdom to tear down the high places that help
keep idolatry alive.
10. How did Menahem keep Pul, the king of Assyria, from invading Israel
(15:8-31)? Which of his successors invaded Israel anyway?
He took money from the wealthy Israelites to pay tribute for protection.
Tigleth-Pileser took several cities of Israel captive a few years later.
11. What happened to worship during the reign of Ahaz (15:32-16:4)?
Molech worship was revived as the king himself burned his son as an
offering; the high places, hills and trees were put to use in idolatry.
12. Two nations fought against two other nations (16:5-9). Name them in
their respective alliances.
Syria was allied with Israel against Judah and Assyria.
13. Describe the extent of the apostasy of King Ahaz (16:10-20).
He had the priest design an altar to match one he saw in Damascus and
then ransacked the temple of Jerusalem to give this idolatrous altar equal
representation with Jehovah.
14. Why was Israel’s King Hoshea imprisoned (17:1-4)?
He was conspiring against the King of Assyria, to whom he was now a
vassal.
15. Why did Israel ultimately fall (17:5-23)?
Idolatry and assorted other mystical sins were committed against God. God
had warned them for centuries that he would divorce them if they proved
unfaithful. They stubbornly followed in the ways of Jeroboam.
16. What was the state of worship once the Assyrians replaced the Israelites
in Samaria (17:24-41)?
After the lion attacks were ended, it became a mixture of true worship and
borrowed idolatry.
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Lesson 11: Hezekiah
Second Kings 18-21 and Second Chronicles 29-33
1. What did Hezekiah do, that no other king had ever been brave enough to
attempt (Second Kings 18:1-8)? Why was Hezekiah such a prosperous and
successful monarch (see also Second Chronicles 29:1-31:21)?
Hezekiah tore down the high places and pillars of idolatry, including the
bronze serpent Moses had made, since it was also being used as an idol
(Numbers 21:4-9). He succeeded because he did not depart from serving
God and the Lord blessed him accordingly. Hezekiah restored the temple to
its former glory and re-instituted the Passover.
2. What was happening in Israel as Hezekiah ascended (18:9-12)? Why?
Assyria was destroying Israel because they walked away from God and His
law (Second Kings 17:1-6).
3. The Assyrians perceived that King Hezekiah was relying upon two
powers in his struggle, both of which they mocked (18:13-25). What were
the two powers (see also Second Chronicles 32:7-8)?
They saw his allies as being weak Egypt and powerless Jehovah.
4. How severe a defeat did Rabshakeh predict for Judah (18:26-37)?
The Rabshakeh (chief cupbearer) predicted the siege would be so great that
the people would be forced to eat and drink their own waste.
5. What was Isaiah’s prophecy concerning the king of Assyria (19:1-13)?
Isaiah prophesied that he would be led by a rumor to return home, only to
fall by the sword there.
6. How did Hezekiah’s prayer to God strike a far different chord than
anything heard from most of his predecessors (19:14-19)?
His prayer recognizes God’s exclusive deity and sincerely places trust in
him, unlike most of his predecessors on the throne, who only sought God
when desperate.
7. For whose sake did God plan to preserve Jerusalem from the Assyrians
(19:20-34)?
For the sake of David and God Himself.
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8. How did God save Jerusalem (19:35-37; see also Second Chronicles
32:20-23)?
His angel went out one night and killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers.
Sennacherib’s sons killed him in his idol’s temple. Although the king heard
some things earlier in the chapter (verses 8-9), it is the news of this event
that finally sends him home, fulfilling prophecy upon his death there.
9. What was Isaiah’s initial prophecy to the sick monarch (20:1-11)? How
did Hezekiah gain a little more time? What sign did God use to prove the
addition of fifteen years?
Isaiah told him to get his house in order for he was about to die. Hezekiah
prayed to God and wept bitterly and the Lord heard him and granted his
plea. He caused the shadow on the sundial to move ten degrees backward
rather than the natural forward motion.
10. What was Hezekiah’s failure when the King of Babylon came calling
(20:12-21; see also Second Chronicles 32:25-26)? What did Isaiah prophesy
about this event?
He showed the Babylonians all the treasures of the palace. Isaiah predicted
that the Babylonians would carry all these things away one day.
11. Why wasn’t King Hezekiak more concerned about this prophecy of
doom?
Hezekiah is unmoved by the prophecy because of surprising selfcenteredness. All he cares about is peace and security in his administration’s
term.
12. How did Manasseh undo his father’s good deeds (21:1-18)? What saved
Manasseh (see Second Chronicles 33:10-20)?
He rebuilt the high places and idolatrous implements and structures. He
returned to Molech and mysticism. Manasseh was saved when he repented
and was returned from Babylonian captivity to reign in Jerusalem.
13. What would make both ears tingle?
Both ears would tingle to hear the catastrophe God was bringing on Judah
and Jerusalem as he forsook them to the Chaldeans.
14. What reforms did Amon make when he took his father’s throne
(21:19-26)?
Amon was evil; he made no reforms or even repentance like Manasseh.
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Lesson 12: Josiah
Second Kings 22-23 and Second Chronicles 34-36
1. How old was Josiah when he became king (Second Kings 22:1-2)? What
was Josiah up to in the first years of his reign (Second Chronicles 34:3-7)?
He was just eight years old. He was reforming Israel by removing the idols
and their presence and cleansing the city and nation.
2. What public work project did he begin (22:3-10)? What did Hilkiah find
in the temple? How could it have been so forgotten?
He began repairing the temple. Hilkiah found the Book of the Law of Moses,
deposited in the temple but neglected during the reigns of Manasseh and
Amon.
3. How did Josiah react to hearing it read (22:11-13)? Why?
Josiah wept and tore his clothes in anguish because Judah was not heeding
that lost law and God’s wrath was kindling against her.
4. Why couldn’t disaster in Judah be averted (22:14-20)? Why was Josiah to
be spared the punishment?
No, it was too late. Josiah was to be spared because his heart was tender
and humble before God.
5. Why didn’t Josiah just ensure that the priests read the law (23:1-9)?
He wanted to get the law into the hearts of the people, not just their ears. He
wanted to make sure they understood how important it was.
6. For what did the people take their stand? What does this mean?
They stood for the covenant. They were pledging to follow it now.
7. Why did not Josiah act more tolerantly to the idolaters who had captured
his predecessors’ favor (23:10-14)?
They were blaspheming God and bringing their influence and God’s
retribution on the whole nation.
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8. Whose gravestone did he see (23:15-20)?
Josiah saw the grave of the prophet who went to Bethel to rebuke King
Jeroboam (First Kings 13).
9. Consulting psychics is a popular pastime today. How would Josiah have
viewed such a thing (23:21-27)?
Josiah recognized it as evil and put away those who practiced such
activities.
10. What great distinction was placed upon Josiah (verse 25)?
There was no more penitent king than him, nor would there ever be again,
no man who righted wrongs with as much sincerity and zeal.
11. Why wasn’t Josiah’s reformation sufficient to cause God to relent of his
intentions to destroy Judah (23:26-30)?
God had made up his mind and reformations had only proven temporary in
the past.
12. How did Josiah die? What might have prevented his death on that day
(Second Chronicles 35:20-25)?
Pharaoh Necho killed Josiah at Megiddo after warning him that God did
not want him there.
13. What became of King Jehoahaz (23:31-34)?
Pharaoh Necho imprisoned him and took tribute from Judah. Jehoahaz was
taken to Egypt where he died.
14. How did Jehoiakim (Eliakim) become king (23:35-37)?
Pharaoh put him on the throne as a puppet ruler to turn over Judah’s wealth
to Egypt.
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Lesson 13: The Fall of Judah
Second Kings 24-25 and Second Chronicles 36
1. Egypt was soon defeated in battle by a rising world power that had
broken away from Assyria (Second Kings 24:1-7). What was that power and
who was its ruler?
Nebuchadnezzar was the king of Babylon.
2. What did he do with Jehoiakim? How did Jehoiakim respond to the new
arrangement?
Nebuchadnezzar made Jehoiakim his vassal, but he rebelled after three
years.
3. Who ruled in the place of Jehoiakim when he died?
Jehoiachin took the throne.
4. How was the new king treated (24:8-16)?
Nebuchadnezzar besieged the city and took him prisoner.
5. How was Jerusalem treated by the invader?
Nebuchadnezzar plundered the temple and the palace, carrying away also
the best and brightest men of Judah, leaving only the poor and weak in the
land.
6. Who took the throne when Jehoiachin was removed (24:17-20)? How did
this new ruler repay Nebuchadnezzar for making him king?
Zedekiah (Mattaniah) ruled next, but rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar.
7. What did Zedekiah’s rebellion lead Nebuchadnezzar to do (25:1-7)?
Nebuchadnezzar was moved to invade Jerusalem by building a siege wall
around her and causing a famine.

25

8. How was Zedekiah punished for his rebellion and escape attempt?
The Chaldeans killed his sons and then put his eyes out, bound him with
bronze fetters and imprisoned him in Babylon.
9. What was Nebuzaradan’s mission in the city of David (25:8-21)?
Nebuzaradan’s mission was to burn the temple and the palace and all the
great houses of Jerusalem.
10. Nebuchadnezzar didn’t leave much behind in Judah, but he did install a
governor (25:22-26). Who was the governor appointed to watch over
nothing?
Gedaliah.
11. What was his philosophy for dealing with their oppressors?
He urged the Jews to serve Nebuchadnezzar and it would all work out.
Jeremiah had given the same advice.
12. How was Jehoiachin treated when Evil-Merodach became king of
Babylon (25:27-30)?
He was treated honorably.
13. In one sentence, describe the condition of Israel as it exists at the point
in history where the record of the Kings ends. Who had defeated Israel?
It was desolate after the defeat at the hands of the Assyrians.
14. In one sentence, describe the condition of Judah as it exists at the point
in history where the record of the Kings ends. Who defeated Judah?
Babylon had laid waste to Judah and left nothing but crumbs behind.
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The Rulers of Judah (931-586 B.C.)
1. Rehoboam (931-913) took the advice
of his young counselors and ignited a
revolt. He was forced to surrender the
northern kingdom. He gave the temple
treasures to the Egyptians to buy peace.
2. Abijam (913-911) made war on Israel
in a slightly successful attempt to recover
the treasures of the temple.
3. Asa (911-870) tried to rid Judah of
idolatry and made reforms. His reign was
peaceful in the beginning but was broken
when Baasha of Israel tried to fortify
Raman. He was loved and honored.
4. Jehoshaphat (870-848) was one of the
best and most pious kings in Judah’s
history. He formed an alliance with Israel
to fight wars and battled idolatry.
5. Jehoram (848-841) put his brothers to
death soon after taking the throne. He
established Baal worship. Only his son,
Ahaziah, survived revolts by Edom and
Libnah and an invasion by the Philistines
and Arabs.
6. Ahaziah (841), nephew of Israel’s
Ahaziah, was an idolater and was killed
at Megiddo.
7. Athaliah (841-835) was Jehoram’s
widow who killed all the survivors of the
royal family, save for Joash.
8. Joash (835-796) was revealed at age
seven to be the heir. He ended Athaliah’s
tyrannical reign. His rule was good for 23
years he renewed Baalism and killed
Zechariah who rebuked him.
9. Amaziah (796-767) began by
punishing his father’s murderers. He
unsuccessfully battled Israel.
10. Azariah (767-740) or Uzziah,
assumed the throne at age 16 and ruled
long in the fear of God. He received
leprosy for burning incense on the altar.

11. Jotham (740-732) served God.
12. Ahaz (732-716) ruled during a siege
of Jerusalem at the hands of Israel and
Syria. Isaiah encouraged him and Judah
was able to endure. Ahaz forsook God
and asked Assyria for help. TiglethPileser didn’t expel invaders but made
Judah pay. Ahaz sent his son through the
fire of Molech and introduced a sundial.
13. Hezekiah (716-686) repaired the
temple and led Judah to regain land from
Philistia. He refused Assyrian dominance
and prepared for war. His prayer gave
him 15 more years of life; however, he
foolishly showed the Babylonians his
treasures. Sennacherib took much of
Judah but was later stopped.
14. Manasseh (686-642) took the throne
at 12 and resumed idolatry. He dropped a
Babylonian alliance and made reforms.
15. Amon (642-640) served false gods
and was killed by conspirators.
16. Josiah (640-609) took the throne at
eight. He destroyed the idols and made
other reforms upon finding the law. He
opposed Pharaoh-Necho’s travel along
the seacoast and was killed at Megiddo.
17. Jehoahaz (609) was chosen king
over his older brother. He was deposed
by Pharaoh and imprisoned in Egypt.
18. Jehoiakim (609-597) was his older
brother whom Pharaoh crowned. Judah
served Egypt four years until Babylon
besieged Jerusalem and carried him to
Babylon. He served as puppet three
years, rebelled and was executed.
19. Jehoiachin (597) was his son who
ruled three months as Babylon took the
palace.
20. Zedekiah (597-586) allied with
Egypt, which brought the final onslaught
from Babylon.
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