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Introduction

Much superstition and ignorance surround the matter of spirit beings. False
ideas seem to outnumber what the Bible says about the Holy Spirit, angels
and demons. The Spirit World is written to assist Bible students in gaining a
better understanding of them. The initial lesson in this series summarizes the
Bible doctrine on the Godhead. Following that are six lessons that deal with
the Holy Spirit and his person and work. Jesus is emphasized in two lessons,
his father in another. The next three lessons deal with created beings: angels,
demons and the devil. The final lesson has to do with the departed spirits of
the dead.
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Lesson 1: Understanding The Godhead

The term “Trinity” means different things to different people, and since it is
not found in the Bible, this should come as no surprise. A better term to
express a Bible concept with a Bible word is “Godhead.” This word means
simply, the essence of deity that defines our God and makes him God.
1. The members of the Godhead are evident in the creation of the world, as
the three discuss the creation of man (Genesis 1:26). Summarize the
description of the role of each:
a. The Spirit (Genesis 1:1): He hovered over the face of the waters.
b. Christ (Hebrews 1:2): God made all things through Jesus.
c. The Father (Ephesians 3:9): The father made all things through Jesus.
2. When Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus, he was dealing with a
group of people that was very religious and yet devoted to superstitions and
false gods, rather than the one true and living God (Acts 17:19-34). From his
speech, we learn certain things about the Bible’s true deity:
a. What did God create? The world and everything in it.
b. Does God dwell in manmade temples? He does not.
c. What does God need? Nothing.
d. What does God hope we will do? We should seek him.
e. How does his nature compare to idols? No, it is not like gold, silver or stone.
3. In his letter to the Roman saints, Paul referred to the Godhead as the
nature of deity, whose imprint is observable throughout material creation
(Romans 1:18-32). Explain what is meant by God’s “invisible attributes”
and the consequence of rejecting such evidence.
God’s invisible attributes are the fingerprints he left all over creation that
show evidence of intelligent design and the impossibility that creation is a
colossal accident, as Darwinists hold. Rejecting this evidence leaves the
infidel without excuse when he faces judgment and claims ignorance.
4. From these descriptions and other scriptures, we can conclude the divine
nature is marked by certain qualities, including eternity. How did Habakkuk
describe the origin of God (1:12)? What did the psalmist say (90:1-4)?
He has no origin, but is from everlasting, according to Habakkuk. The
psalmist added that he precedes the mountains and is not bound by the
constraints of time.
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5. When the Father proclaimed through Isaiah that besides him, there was no
God, why didn’t this exclude Jesus as God (44:6. Revelation 1:9-11)?
No, this singularity had reference to the Godhead, of which Jesus is a
member, as Revelation testifies by calling him also the first and last.
6. Omniscience is the ability to know all things, which distinguishes the
Godhead from humans and others. We see the members of the Godhead
share this power. How did God describe it to Samuel (First Samuel 16:7)?
Although men make judgments according to appearance, God is able to read
and judge men’s hearts.
7. How did Jesus exercise omniscience in his ministry (Matthew 9:4, 12:25;
Luke 6:8, 11:17)?
He was able to read the thoughts of the men who stood before him.
8. What warning is attached to God’s omniscience in Hebrews 4:12-13?
We are reminded that all things are open to God to whom we must give
account of even our thoughts.
9. What do the following passages state about the omnipotence of God?
a. Luke 1:37: Nothing is impossible with God.
b. Isaiah 26:4: God has everlasting strength.
c. Revelation 19:6: God is omnipotent.
10. What is the extent of the power of God, according to these passages?
a. Ephesians 3:20: He can do above all that we ask or think.
b. Ephesians 1:19-20: God raised Christ from the dead.
c. Hebrews 10:31: It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of God.
11. List three occasions when Jesus exercised power to raise the dead.
a. Lazarus (John 11)
b. the widow’s son (Luke 7:11)
c. the synagogue ruler’s daughter (Matthew 9, Mark 5, Luke 8)
12. How can we partake of the divine nature (Second Peter 1:4-11, First
Peter 1:13-16)?
We behave in a holy manner, set apart from the ways of the world by
diligently nurturing virtues in ourselves, which God desires to see in us.
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Lesson 2: Christ’s Promise of the Comforter

John’s gospel account includes the last intimate conversation between
Christ and his apostles before the crucifixion. In chapters 14-16, Jesus
promises his closest followers that another helper would come after the Lord
departed and infuse them with certain blessings that would enable the
message to spread more effectively. That helper is identified as the
Comforter, or the Holy Spirit.
1. Clearly two divine personages are identified in John 14:1-14 and are not
the same, but distinct from one another. Identify them:
a. God, the Father
b. God, the Son, Jesus, who is speaking.
2. How were the apostles to show their love for Jesus (John 14:15-18)? How
can disciples today show their overwhelming love for the Master (see also
Second John 6, First John 2:3-6)?
The apostles were to show their love for Jesus by keeping his
commandments. Disciples of today can likewise show their love for Christ
by abiding in his word.
3. How would Jesus avoid leaving the apostles “orphaned” following his
ascension into heaven?
He would send to them another helper, the Spirit of truth, to abide with them
forever.
4. How can we tell the difference between the influence of the spirit of truth
and that of the spirit of error (First John 4:1-6)?
We discern the difference by subjecting prophets and teachers to a doctrinal
test. If they teach the truth, they are being led by the spirit of truth through
the divinely inspired word. If they teach error, they are servants of that spirit
of error, which twists the truth and is often more palatable to the world.
5. List the two vital objectives Jesus designates for the Spirit (John 14:26)..
a. He would teach the apostles all things.
b. He would remind them of all that Christ had told them.
6. What became of the knowledge that the Comforter brought to the apostles
(Second Peter 1:19-21)?
The Holy Spirit inspired these words and they were recorded in the
Scriptures, that collection of divine knowledge assembled in the Bible.
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7. Paul told Timothy that the Holy Spirit’s inspired message was profitable
in four areas for the evangelist (Second Timothy 3:16-17). List them.
a. doctrine, or teaching
b. reproof
c. correction
d. instruction in righteousness
8. Beyond the scriptures, what does a preacher require to fulfill his ministry?
Nothing; the scriptures thoroughly equip him for every good work.
9. Of whom will the Helper testify (John 15:26-27)? What would that
testimony cause the apostles to do (see also Acts 5:30-32)?
Jesus would send the Helper from God to testify of Jesus and enable the
apostles to testify of him also. This was experienced when Peter and the
others were arrested for preaching Jesus in Jerusalem.
10. Why was it to the apostles’ advantage that Jesus go (John 16:5-15)?
Only Christ’s departure could allow the Holy Spirit to come and help them.
If Jesus stayed, they would remain in their limited knowledge and unable to
go on into all truth.
11. List three things of which the Spirit was to convict the world and why.
Jesus.

a. He would convict the world of sin because they did not believe in

b. He would convict the world of righteousness because he was
going home to his father.
c. He would convict the world of judgment because the ruler of this
world is judged.
12. How much knowledge necessary to man’s salvation would the Holy
Spirit fail to deliver, requiring latter day prophets to fill the gaps (see also
Second Peter 1:3 and Jude 3)? Explain your answer.
The Holy Spirit would guide the apostles into all truth necessary for man to
possess. Nothing would be left out and the faith would be delivered once for
all, containing all things that pertain to life and godliness. Latter day
prophets like Joseph Smith and his successors, Charles Russell and his
successors, Mary Baker Eddy, et al. have delivered fraudulent information.
13. Why did Jesus instruct the apostles to tarry in Jerusalem following his
crucifixion (Luke 24:48-49)?
It was there that they would be endued with power from on high and become
his witnesses.
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Lesson 3: The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

In giving the great commission, Jesus promised that certain signs would
accompany the preaching of God’s word by the apostles. “And they went out
and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the
word through the accompanying signs” (Mark 16:20). These signs are gifts
of the Holy Spirit, present in the first century, but with a special purpose and
limited duration.
1. List the nine gifts of the Spirit listed in First Corinthians 12:1-11. We will
define them in class.
a.

word of wisdom: a knowledge of the divine plan that was
previously hidden and the ability to discourse eloquently on it
(Thayer)

b. word of knowledge: an ability to know accurately the word and will
of God as it was being revealed initially in the first century
c.

faith: a miraculous faith, different from what comes from hearing
God’s word, which is a conviction received through inspiration

d. gifts of healing: ability to heal maladies, diseases and deformities to
attest to the genuineness of the word they were preaching
e.

working of miracles: ability to violate natural laws, such as when
Jesus walked on water during his ministry

f.

prophecy: ability to teach God’s truth by inspiration; closely related
to the gifts of wisdom and knowledge

g. discerning of spirits: ability to determine which spirits are true
while the New Testament could not be easily consulted for doctrinal
tests
h. tongues: ability to speak in actual human languages which the
speaker had not studied; distinguished from gibberish
i.

interpretation of tongues: ability to interpret the tongue that was
spoken miraculously and explain the meaning of the message

2. According to the gospel account, what was the purpose of miraculous
gifts (Mark 16:14-20)?
They were to confirm the word that was being preached.
3. What did Paul identify as the reason miraculous gifts existed only
temporarily (First Corinthians 13:8-13)?
He notes that those of his generation knew things in part and could only
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prophesy in part. They were lacking a complete knowledge of God’s will for
them.
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4. What would bring an end to miraculous gifts (verse 10)? Which of the
following fits the context and is the meaning of the phrase “that which is
perfect” – Heaven, Jesus’s second coming, or completed written revelation?
When that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part will be done
away. The complete delivery of God’s will to mankind (Jude 3).
5. How did the apostles receive the gift of tongues (Acts 2:1-13)? How did
these “tongues” differ from gibberish or unintelligible noises?
The Holy Spirit fell upon them as tongues of fire and enabled them to speak
in actual languages and dialects, though they were all Galileans.
6. Why didn’t Philip pass along his miraculous abilities to the people he was
converting in Samaria (Acts 8:4-17)? What great fact about miraculous gifts
did Simon notice (Acts 8:18-19)? What ingredient is now missing to have
miraculous abilities among men?
Although Philip had miraculous abilities, he did not pass them along when
he immersed these believers in water. He noticed that the Holy Spirit in
miraculous measure was given by laying on of the apostles’ hands. Philip
could not pass on these gifts because he was not an apostle. Apostles.
7. Why isn’t witnessing a miracle necessary to have faith (John 20:30-31)?
Those miracles that were written about should be sufficient to bear faith.
8. Those who claim miraculous abilities today usually claim either to be able
to heal sicknesses, speak in tongues, or receive direct revelation from God.
Do they heal sicknesses as Jesus and his apostles did—repairing a withered
hand before the audience’s eyes? How do they do their work?
They claim to heal some invisible disease or claim it will be healed
gradually. Sometimes, they hire confederates to fake illness and then be
healed.
9. How do modern tongue speakers violate the scriptural example in their
work (Acts 2:11 and First Corinthians 14:28)?
They speak in gibberish and without a translator, so that their message is
worthless.
10. Some claim they have no control over their alleged gifts. What does Paul
say about this in First Corinthians 14:32?
The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. For God is not the
author of confusion, but of peace.
11. What is the ultimate test of any prophet (Deuteronomy 18:20-22, First
Peter 2:1-3, First John 4:1-4)?
If his prophecy is proven false, he is not from God and deserved death under
the old law.
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Lesson 4: Being Filled With the Spirit

It is a glorious fact that the Holy Spirit dwells within each believer today,
but the means by which this is accomplished is a subject of controversy.
Indeed, the Spirit indwells the saint, but he does this as Jesus and Jehovah
indwell, after the figure of the influence through the word.
1. How does Paul describe the body of the Christian (First Corinthians
6:18-20)? What is the obligation in this passage that results?
The body of the saint is the temple of the Holy Spirit, which dwells within
him. This obligates the believer to abstain from sexual immorality, a sin that
is committed inside and against the body, where the spirit is supposed to
dwell in moral purity.
2. Summarize the teaching of Romans 12:1-2 regarding the body as a temple
of the Spirit.
We are to offer unto God our own bodies as a living sacrifice, which is our
reasonable service.
3. Which member of the Godhead is said to dwell in the Christian in the
following passages? Do they abide literally and physically there?
a. First John 4:12, 15-16: Jehovah God
b. Colossians 1:27: Jesus
No, they abide there representatively, rather than personally. It is their
influence that is meant by this indwelling.
5. In the age of miracles during the first century, men could be filled with
the Spirit in miraculous measure, allowing them to speak beyond their
natural ability and knowledge. In such cases, there was not a command to be
filled with the Spirit, but it was a gift given to them. Identify who was
miraculously filled with the Spirit in the following passages and what they
were led to do:
a. Acts 4:8: Peter was led to speak boldly to the ruling Jews concerning
their accusations against him and the gospel he preached.
b. Acts 4:31: The disciples spoke God’s word with boldness when filled
with the Spirit after the release of the apostles.
c. Acts 13:9: Paul rebuked Elymas in bold language, having been filled
with the Spirit.
6. What is the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17)? What does this tell us
about the manner in which the Spirit operates on the hearts of men?
The sword of the Spirit is the word of God. He operates by means of God’s
word, not apart from it.
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7. When the apostles wanted to find seven men to serve the widows’ tables,
they demanded applicants be full of the Holy Spirit, but no part of their task
would require them to work miracles (Acts 6:1-3). In the midst of the other
qualifications as context–good reputation and wisdom–what is “filled with
the Spirit” likely describing here?
A life that testifies to the Spirit’s influence in his life through the word.
8. On other occasions, the Holy Spirit issued a decree that saints should
obey him and be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:17-20). List the things
involved in being filled with the Spirit, according to this passage.
a. verse 17: understanding God’s will through means of wisdom
b. verse 18: avoiding dissipation, which tends to diminish comprehension
c. verse 19: speaking to one’s brethren in songs of genuine praise to God
d. verse 20: attitude of thankfulness toward God for all things
e. verse 21: submission to one’s brethren because of a fear of God
9. The Colossian letter is very similar to the one to the Ephesians, but its
differences sometimes serve as a valuable commentary to the other. Where
Paul commands us to be filled with the Spirit in Ephesians 5, he commands
us to be filled with something different in Colossians 3:16-17. What is it?
The word of Christ.
10. What does it then mean to be filled with these two items (see Second
Timothy 3:16-17)?
It means that we are deeply influenced by God’s word, which the Spirit
inspired, and live in a way that depicts that influence.
11. What is the evidence that someone is walking in the spirit or against the
Spirit (Galatians 5:16-26)?
The evidence exists in the manner by which he lives. If his attitudes and
actions are carnal, he is walking against the spirit; if his attitudes and
actions are spiritual, then he is walking as one led by the Spirit.
12. Not only does the Spirit dwell in us, but where do we also dwell?
We dwell in the Spirit when we walk by the Spirit.
13. Can one be filled with the Spirit today? If not, why not? If so, how?
One can be filled with the Spirit today if his life is influenced by God’s word.
He may not be endowed with miraculous abilities, though.
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Lesson 5: Holy Spirit Baptism

To many, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a most curious and mysterious
matter in New Testament history. Promised by the prophets Joel and Jesus,
the Spirit was poured out on all flesh early on in the apostolic ministry. The
Bible records only two instances in which people received Holy Spirit
baptism and on both occasions, the miraculous ability to speak in tongues
provided evidence.
1. On whom would the spirit be poured out (Joel 2:28-29)? Would this
outpouring be marked by miraculous gifts or something subtle and
invisible?
God would pour out his spirit on all flesh. It would be proven by the
presence of miraculous abilities.
2. Whom did John predict would bring about the baptism of the Holy Spirit
(Matthew 3:11)?
He predicted that the one for whom he was forerunning would bring on the
baptism of the Holy Spirit.
3. Why were the apostles to tarry in the city of Jerusalem after Christ’s
ascension (Luke 24:46-49, see also John 14:16)?
They were supposed to wait there to be endowed with power from on high
through the promise of the Father.
4. What was the “Promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4-5)? From this context,
which people received this instruction and promise?
The baptism of the Holy Spirit was promised specifically to the apostles.
5. Can the baptism of the Holy Spirit then be obeyed in the way that water
immersion can be obeyed unto the remission of sins (Acts 2:38)? Explain.
No, baptism for the remission of sins is the act commanded in the great
commission. Holy Spirit baptism immersed a person free of his concurrent
choice and with accompanying signs.
6. Who were all together with one accord (Acts 2:1-4; see also Acts 1:26)?
What happened to them on the first Pentecost after Christ’s ascension?
The Holy Spirit was poured out on the apostles as divided tongues of fire,
which then caused them to speak in other languages.
7. Which of the apostles was speaking gibberish or a language that no one
present could identify as his own (Acts 2:5-13)?
The audience heard these Galilean apostles speaking in their languages, not
gibberish or some mysterious tongue.
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8. “All flesh,” or mankind, was basically divided into two sections in this
era, Jews and Gentiles. Which had already received Holy Spirit baptism?
Only the Jews had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit at this point.
9. Was Cornelius a Jew or a Gentile (Acts 10:1-8)? How did Jews tend to
treat Gentiles? What was the lesson in Peter’s vision (Acts 10:9-23, 34-35)?
Cornelius was a Gentile who would have been held in contempt by Jews for
they were unclean under the Law of Moses. Peter was to learn that God
considered no man unclean but that the gospel should go to all of every race
and that anyone could be saved by it.
10. What was the effect on the Jews when they saw Holy Spirit baptism
upon these Gentiles (Acts 10:44-46)?
They understood that Gentiles were now cleansed to hear the gospel on an
equal plane with Jews.
11. What baptism did they undergo immediately after this? Which of these
two baptisms has a record of being associated with “the remission of
sins” (Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16)?
They were immersed in water, which is unto the remission of sins.
12. What outward proof of Holy Spirit baptism is present in both cases (Acts
2 and Acts 10)?
Speaking in tongues.
13. Many teach that it is Holy Spirit baptism that precedes salvation and that
immersion in water may follow, but is not necessary to salvation. Arrange
the following statements in chronological order, according to Acts 8:4-17:
•

Event
The converts received the Holy Spirit.

Order
4

•

Philip preached to the people of Samaria.

1

•

Men and women of Samaria were baptized.

3

•

The people of Samaria heeded Philip’s teaching.

2

14. Holy Spirit baptism allowed the apostles to be guided into all truth and
speak by inspiration to men of every tongue. It later showed the entire
church that the Gentiles should become fellow citizens of the kingdom with
the Jews. Why is Holy Spirit baptism no longer necessary?
It was not necessary to salvation, for it was not a command, but a promise.
The faith has been completely revealed and needs no embellishment in
modern times. It is understood from the scriptures that men of every race are
welcome to heed the gospel.
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Lesson 6: Sins Against The Spirit

The Holy Spirit is a person of the Godhead, and as such, can be sinned
against by men and women in the world. One such sin is even unforgivable,
but all sins against the spirit can lead to condemnation if uncorrected.
1. What is the offense against the Spirit mentioned in First Thessalonians
5:19-22? To what is the Holy Spirit compared in this imagery (Acts 2:3)?
Quenching the Spirit is forbidden, as he is compared to fire.
2. Judging by the context in Paul’s letter, quenching the Spirit might have
included wrong uses of miraculous gifts. Identify how the following
passages regulate misuses of such gifts:
a. First Corinthians 14:26-27: Gifted saints should take turns and limit
sessions to two or three speakers.
b. First Corinthians 14:28: Speaking in tongues without an interpreter
was an exercise in selfishness.
c. First Corinthians 14:34-35: Women with such a gift should not speak
in the assembly.
d. Second Timothy 1:6: Such gifts should be stoked by using them
liberally.
3. In this age in which miracles have ceased, how does the Holy Spirit’s
flame yet burn (James 1:21, Ephesians 6:17, First Peter 1:22-25)? How can
one quench the Spirit today (First Thessalonians 2:13, James 1:22-25)?
His masterpiece, the New Testament, influences the lives of millions through
its wisdom and instruction. His flame burns high as it destroys the chaff of
iniquity in men’s lives and allows a tender plant to bring forth much fruit of
the Spirit. We quench the Spirit by denying him his influence in our lives
when we discard the wisdom of the word and choose the world instead.
4. What sin against the Spirit is mentioned in Mark 3:20-30? How had these
men committed it? How does Jesus emphasize the seriousness of this sin?
Blasphemy against the spirit was committed when these men attributed
Christ’s miracle to the devil instead of the Godhead. He states that it will
never be forgiven.
5. Why did Jesus do signs (John 20:30-31)? Can one be saved though he
deny the power and person of Christ (Hebrews 11:6, Acts 4:12)? Why is this
sin unforgivable?
Jesus did his signs to produce faith in the hearts of men so that they could be
saved by his authority. Attributing his work to the devil eliminates faith and
the opportunity to be forgiven.
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6. What sin against the Spirit is noted in Hebrews 10:26-31? How is this sin
against the spirit committed?
Insulting the Spirit is committed when one sins willfully.
7. Why is he called the “Spirit of grace” (First Corinthians 2:7-10, Hebrews
2:3-4 and John 16:8)? What is the penalty for this sin against the Spirit?
The mission of the Holy Spirit was to reveal the scheme of salvation in its
entirety and thus convict the world that all might seek mercy from the Judge.
He is the Spirit of grace for he makes God’s mercy known. God’s vengeance
in fiery indignation will meet those who proved themselves His adversaries
and those saints who committed apostasy.
8. How are sin and apostasy characterized in Hebrews 6:4-6?
It is akin to crucifying Christ afresh and shaming him in public.
9. What is the sin against the Spirit mentioned in Ephesians 4:25-32? With
what member of the body is it committed, according to this context?
Grieving the Spirit is committed by the tongue.
10. List at least three such activities of this member which grieve the Spirit,
according to these verses:
a. Ephesians 4:25: lying to one’s neighbor
b. Ephesians 4:29: using words that only tear down
c. Ephesians 4:31: bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, evil speaking, malice
11. What achieves the opposite of grieving the Spirit (Ephesians 4:32, James
1:19-20)? How does James describe the reason the Spirit is grieved by this
member’s sin (James 3:10-12)?
We must be kind and tenderhearted, forgiving others as Christ forgave us. It
is wise to be slow to speak and anger, but quick to hear. He notes that the
same mouth praises God and curses his creation and that this is unnatural.
12. What sin against the Spirit is identified in Acts 7:51-60? How was it
committed (Acts 13:44-46)? How can it be committed today (Second
Timothy 3:1-9)?
Resisting the Holy Spirit is committed by rejecting the word of God. When
men in these last times exhibit the attitudes revealed by Paul to Timothy,
summed up as “resisting the truth,” they commit the same sin.
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Lesson 7: Christ: Past, Present and Future

It can safely be assumed that Jesus shocked his audience in John 8 when he
announced, “Before Abraham was, I AM” (verse 58). That designation had
been applied to Jehovah when he made himself known to Moses at the
burning bush. Now this itinerant carpenter from Nazareth was taking the
same name for himself and claiming eternity in the process.
1. What phrases suggest the eternal nature of Jesus Christ (Revelation
1:9-11)? How does Isaiah 44:6 establish that Jesus is both eternal and
divine?
Revelation 1:9 calls Jesus both “the first and the last” and the “alpha and
the omega.” Isaiah 44:6 attaches this description to God and thus these two
persons share the attributes of eternity and Godhood.
2. Who is the “Word” under consideration in John 1:1-14 (see also Matthew
1:23)? How does John describe him?
The word is Christ, who was from the beginning with God and was in fact,
God himself. In the person of Christ, the word became flesh and dwelt
among men.
3. If Christ is eternal and divine, is it also possible that he is a created being?
What about Jesus was prepared for him (Hebrews 10:5)?
No, it is not possible that the eternal could be created. Only a body was
prepared for Christ’s divine spirit.
4. What was Christ’s role in the creation (Colossians 1:15-18)?
All things were created through him and for him and all things yet consist in
him.
5. In what “degree of deity” does Christ exist (Colossians 2:8-10)?
All the fullness of the Godhead dwelt in Christ bodily.
6. Why did the Jews want to kill Jesus (John 5:17-18)?
They perceived rightly that he was claiming equality with God by calling
himself his son.
7. In one word, describe the “mind of Christ” concerning the incarnation
(Philippians 2:5-11).
Humility.
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8. Where did Christ spend the three days between the crucifixion and the
resurrection (Luke 23:43, Acts 2:22-31)?
Jesus spent those three days in Hadean Paradise where the penitent thief
arrived the same day to find comfort in the bosom of Abraham with the other
righteous dead.
9. Where was Christ seated following the resurrection and his ascension
back to the Father (Acts 2:22-33)?
He was seated at the right hand of God on the throne of David.
10. What did Christ “learn” from the crucifixion (Hebrews 5:5-9)? What
role did he take by virtue of this lesson?
He learned obedience, by submitting to the laws of nature that he instituted,
and became the author of eternal salvation to all that obey him.
11. According to the following passages, what is Christ’s role today?
•

Hebrews 7:23-25: He is our High Priest who ever lives to make
intercession for those who come to him for salvation.

•

Hebrews 8:6: He is the mediator of a better covenant through his
death and the New Testament.

•

First John 2:1-2: He is our advocate with the father who pleads our
cause as the propitiation for our sins.

•

Romans 5:6-11: He provides the ministry of reconciliation which
leads men to eternal life.

12. Paul describes the second coming in First Thessalonians 4:13-17. At
what point will he set foot on Earth again and take up residence in Jerusalem
to sit on a throne, which someone will have to build for him that day?
Neither this passage nor any other describes such an event.
13. Where will both the living and dead righteous be united with Christ?
The union will take place in the clouds, as the dead rise to meet him,
followed by the living righteous. Beyond the Earth we will forever be with
Jesus.
14. What kind of day will that be when Jesus returns for those who have
refused to obey the gospel and those who do not genuinely know the Lord
(Second Thessalonians 1:3-10)?
It will be a miserable moment and the commencement of an awful eternity as
they accept the vengeance of God.
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Lesson 8: Jesus, the Miracle Worker

The new revelation of God’s will that Jesus Christ was delivering in his
earthly ministry was accompanied by signs and wonders, with various
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit” (Hebrews 2:4). Evidently the gospels
do not contain all the miracles that Jesus performed, for John commented
that he “did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book” (20:30). The purpose of Christ’s miracles went beyond
the immediate circumstances—healing this one or feeding that one—to
advancing evidence that he was divine and his message was genuine.
1. Why are Christ’s miracles recorded in the gospels (John 20:30-31)?
His miracles were recorded as evidence so that readers would believe them
and him.
2. What was Christ’s role in the miracles done by the apostles after his
ascension (Mark 16:19-20)?
Jesus was working with the apostles by confirming their teaching through
the accompanying miraculous signs that they were able to perform.
3. What natural law did Jesus overcome when he walked on water (Matthew
14:22-33)? How did the group respond when the wind had ceased and the
miracle was allowed to settle in their minds? What practical lesson should
Peter have gained from this (see also James 1:5-7)?
Jesus overcame the law of gravity by walking on the water, which caused the
people to worship him as “the son of God.” Peter’s faith weakened as he
stepped out toward Jesus and he began to sink; he should have learned from
this that there is no room for doubt in the heart of a saint when it comes to
his master.
4. What made one miracle of healing all the more spectacular (John
4:46-54)? Did this man wait until he saw the miracle to believe?
Jesus performed this miracle despite great distance and the man whose son
was healed believed as Jesus spoke to him, long before he reached his house
to confirm the sign.
5. How did Jesus demonstrate power over the elements (Mark 4:35-41)?
He stilled the winds and waves by saying, “Peace, be still.”
6. Beyond the surface features of this miracle, what point was Jesus making
when he healed the man with the withered hand (Luke 6:5-12)? Have you
ever seen a modern day “healer” accomplish anything of this nature?
He was showing himself to be Lord of the Sabbath by doing good on that
holy day. Never.
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7. How did Jesus anticipate that the Pharisees would object to this miracle
being done this day?
Not only had he observed their Sabbath attitudes, he was able to know their
thoughts miraculously.
8. What caused Nathanael to confess Jesus as king of Israel (John 1:43-51)?
What did Christ promise him?
Jesus astounded Nathanael by telling him that he knew he had been sitting
under a fig tree. The Lord responded to his astonishment by telling him that
he would see greater things yet.
9. What was the first sign Christ performed (John 2:1-11)?
He changed water into wine at a wedding feast in Cana of Galilee.
10. Which act is greater and displays greater power, healing disease or
forgiving sins (Luke 5:17-24)? How did the two acts work together?
Forgiving sins was greater but the presence of a miracle proved his right to
do so.
11. Why did some people want to follow Jesus – was it because they saw a
sign that inspired faith (John 6:1-27)?
No, it was because they were getting free food and expecting more. The sign
was beyond their comprehension.
12. Did Jesus continue to feed them to keep them anyway (John 6:52-69)?
Who left? Who stayed?
Jesus refused to feed these followers with physical bread, promising them
instead the bread of life. When they expressed confusion and disinterest, he
still offered them no physical inducement to remain. The weak of faith who
merely wanted to please their flesh departed while those who yearned for
the words of eternal life remained.
13. What natural law did Jesus overcome to perform a miracle on Lazarus
(John 11:1-48)? How long had Lazarus been gone? Why did this great
miracle frighten the Pharisees’ council?
Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead after he had been gone four days. The
Pharisees were afraid that the Romans would become nervous about
Christ’s following and take away the freedom they had to rule themselves.
14. What did Jesus mean by the expression “take it again” (John 10:17-18)?
When did he perform this miracle?
Jesus meant that he could be resurrected from the dead.
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Lesson 9: The Personality of Jehovah

No mere man who ever lived knew God better than Moses, who met him at
the burning bush and then served as his chief lieutenant throughout forty
years of wilderness wandering. The nature and personality of Jehovah
became well known to Moses, and through his and others’ writings can
become known to us also, because God changes not.
1. Faithfulness: The relationship between man and God has always been
described as a covenant, based on promises and conditions. Although man
has failed to uphold his part of the compact on many occasions, God has
always proven himself trustworthy. From the following passages, identify
what promise we can count on because God has proven to be faithful.
•

Genesis 9:8-17: God promised never to destroy the earth by flood
again, using the rainbow as a symbol of this covenant,.

•

Hebrews 6:13-18: Since it is impossible for God to lie, we can trust
that our spiritual inheritance is safe in his refuge.

•

First Peter 4:17-19: Those who suffer for doing God’s will can count
on him to guard their souls.

•

Second Peter 3:1-9: God is not slack concerning his promise to
judge the world, but will execute justice following longsuffering.

2. Fatherhood: Both fleshly Israel in the Old Testament and spiritual Israel
(the church) in the New Testament have been described by the Lord as his
children. How does God fulfill his fatherly role toward us, according to the
following passages?
•

Matthew 7:7-11: He gives gifts to those who diligently seek him.

•

Mark 11:25-26: He is willing to forgive us when we confess sins.

•

James 1:17-18: God does us no ill, but blesses us with good gifts.

•

Hebrews 12:7-11: God chastens us when we err so we might learn.

•

First John 3:1: He calls us his children.

3. Reverend: The psalmist said God’s name was holy and to be revered
(111:9). The glory of God is an awesome thing and ought always to remind
man of his power. In the Day of Judgment, why won’t confession of Christ
still be optional (Romans 14:11-12)?
At that point every knee will be compelled to bow before Jesus and call him
King.
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4. How does the apostle describe Christ’s glory (First Timothy 6:13-16)?
Jesus is described as the blessed and only Potentate, King of kings and Lord
of lords, who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable
light.
5. Goodness: What do these passages indicate about the goodness of God?
•

First John 4:7-11: God is love.

•

John 3:16: God gave his only son as a sin offering for it.

•

Romans 2:1-4: God’s longsuffering which gives us time to repent.

6. Justice: Justice demands our Lord be impartial and true to both his
promises and warnings (First Peter 1:17). According to what will God make
his judgment of each one (Romans 2:5-11)? What causes some to be
accepted in God’s sight (Acts 10:34-35)?
He will judge all men according to their works. Those who fear him and
work righteousness will be accepted by him.
7. Holiness: What is holiness? Since it applies to God, how can humans also
pursue holiness as an element of their own character (First Peter 1:15)?
Holiness is the aspect of being set apart. God is set apart from sin and that
should be the ambition of every individual.
8. Jealous: For what is God jealous (Exodus 34:14)? What provokes his
jealousy (James 4:4)?
God is jealous for our worship and reverent affections;, we can have no
other gods before him. Friendship with the world is spiritual adultery.
9. Merciful: How does God show his mercy to men (Hebrews 8:12)?
He will forgive the sins of the penitent and remember them no more.
10. Compassion: How does James describe God’s compassion (4:8-10)?
If we draw near to God, he will draw near to us. If we humble ourselves in
his sight, he will lift us up.
11. Vengeful: To whom does vengeance exclusively belong (Romans
12:19-21)? Of what is man guilty when he seeks his own vengeance?
Vengeance belongs to God and when men exact their own, they are being
overcome with evil and usurping divine authority.
12. Could God still be described as just if, in the day of judgment, he
granted universal salvation by rewarding the wicked and those who did not
obey the gospel (Second Thessalonians 1:3-10)? Explain.
God would not be just if he foiled justice and broke his promises to both the
faithful and the disobedient. His word warns of vengeance on those who
trouble his children and justice demands that he carry through with it.
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Lesson 10: Angels

Angels could communicate and be seen while doing supernatural works as
well. All this added to the mystery and fantasy about angels and resulted in
their elevation in interest even above God and Jesus for some observers.
There is much we do not know about angels and what the Bible does not
reveal, we should not seek to explain or imagine.
1. The mission of the angelic order of creation is nicely identified by the
Greek word from which angel derives – aggelos (ἄγγελος, pronounced
ang'-el-os), meaning “messenger.” How did an angel serve this role in the
process of the incarnation of Christ?
Gabriel served as a messenger by telling Mary that she was with child of the
Holy Spirit and that her son was the Messiah. Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth, and
her husband, Zechariah, were also informed that their son, John, would be
the next Elijah.
2. In the Old Testament, especially during the Exodus, angels were
identified as helping the people of God along their way. Examine the
following passages and describe how angels assisted God’s people.
•

Genesis 19:1-13: Two angels appeared as men to Lot and instructed
him to flee Sodom before God’s destruction of the city.

•

Genesis 24:1-7: Abraham promised his servant that an angel would
guide him in finding a wife for Isaac from Abraham’s countrymen.

•

Exodus 23:20-24: God promised that his angel would go before
Israel as they entered and conquered the land of Canaan.

•

First Kings 19:1-8: An angel aroused Elijah and instructed him to
eat and drink so that he would not lose his life to his depression.

•

Matthew 4:1-11: After 40 days of fasting and Christ’s battle with
Satan, angels ministered to Jesus as God fulfilled his prophetic
promise to give angels charge over his needs (Psalm 91:11-12).

3. Since the church was instituted on the first Pentecost after Christ’s
ascension back into heaven in the first century, did angels ever intervene in
the affairs of Bible characters? When?
An angel appeared to Peter and John while in prison and released them
(Acts 5:19-20). An angel appeared to Philip and sent him to teach the
Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26). An angel appeared to Cornelius in a dream to
tell him to send for Peter (Acts 10:3). An angel predicted to Paul that the
apostle would appear before Caesar (Acts 27:23). An angel appeared to
Peter in the Jerusalem jail and released him (Acts 12:7). An angel appeared
to John on Patmos (Revelation 1:1).
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4. These angelic visits are obviously connected to the age of miracles,
during which the word of God was being revealed and confirmed. Since this
supernatural age has expired with the complete delivery of God’s word,
what should be the status of these visits today (First Corinthians 13, Jude 3)?
Such angelic visits must have likewise ceased.
5. Does this mean that angels are then dead? What role can they continue to
play (Hebrews 1:14, Luke 15:10, Matthew 18:10)?
They have intense interest in the welfare of men, especially the innocent and
the redeemed. They are ministering servants sent by God to aid his children
and they rejoice in heaven when a sinner repents. Jesus taught that angels
watched over little ones in the presence of God.
6. Are all angels good (Matthew 25:41, Second Peter 2:4)? Explain.
Some angels are wicked because they are classed among those reserved in
Tartarus for eternal damnation, as well as in a confederacy with the devil.
7. Mormonism founder Joseph Smith claimed that an angel named Moroni
visited him and delivered a “newer testament of Jesus Christ” which differs
from the New Testament in our Bibles. How should Smith have responded
to such an angel delivering such a “newer gospel” (Galatians 1:5-9)?
He should have rejected any angel who delivered another gospel to him.
8. What is the role of angels when people die (Luke 16:19-23)?
They carry the righteous dead into the bosom of Abraham in Hadean
Paradise.
9. What will be their task at the Lord’s second coming (Matthew 13:37-43)?
They will gather out all the offenders and lawless to cast them into the
furnace of fire.
10. What two groups are mentioned by the Major Prophets and and often
presumed to be separate orders of beings (Ezekiel 10:1-5 and Isaiah 6:2-6).
Cherubim are named by Ezekiel while Isaiah describes Seraphim.
11. What does the Hebrew writer say about angels in Hebrews 13:2?
Hospitality is enjoined upon saints because in so doing, some have
unwittingly entertained angels.
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Lesson 11: Satan

The Bible presents Satan as a genuine character, not a fictional creation of
fertile minds to personify all that is evil among men. Throughout the Old
and New Testaments, we find the devil engaged in negative works against
the plan of God. Indeed, the climax of Christ’s mission involved the folly of
the devil as well.
1. Who was Isaiah instructed to taunt (14:1-17)? What name is mentioned
that is usually assigned to Satan today? Is this passage directly about Satan?
Isaiah’s message is directed, not to Satan, but to the king of Babylon (verse
4). The name Lucifer comes from the Latin for “light bearer” and is a
designation for the planet Venus which appears as a morning star. As early
as the second century, Christian writers such as Tertullian and Origen were
identifying this passage with Satan. When Lucifer appeared in the King
James Version of 1611, that interpretation was solidified, even if misguided.
2. Is Satan an eternal being like Jehovah, or is he a created being, like angels
and demons (Colossians 1:15-17)?
Satan is a created being, because he is not eternal like God. Many
interpreters believe he is a fallen angel (see Job 1:6).
3. The word Satan can be translated “adversary” and this description
summarizes well the career of the devil. We first see him in this role in the
Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-7). Explain how the serpent got Eve to sin.
He lied to her by telling her that God’s threat was empty. By placing doubt
in her mind, she was deceived and fell victim to her desire for something
that was both good for food and pleasant to the eyes.
4. By what means does he attempt to overcome people today, according to
First John 2:15-17 and James 1:12-15?
He exploits our appetites for the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the
pride of life. Desire creates an opportunity for sin, which kills the spirit.
5. What prediction did God make about the serpent in Genesis 3:14-15?
When and how was this prophecy accomplished?
He promised enmity between his seed and the woman’s seed who would
ultimately bruise his head as the devil bruised the seed’s heel. This prophecy
was accomplished when Jesus was crucified (heel bruised) and thus brought
grace to men (head bruised).
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6. No book is better known for its portrayal of the devil than Job. To what
did the devil attribute Job’s faithfulness when God suggested him (1:6-11)?
How does this passage prove Satan’s power is limited by God (1:12-19)?
The devil supposed that Job’s faith was built on a material platform, rather
than genuine trust in the Lord. He figured that material loss would consume
his faith. Satan could do no more than God permitted.
7. Describe the devil’s career (John 8:44, First John 3:7-9, Hebrews 2:14).
He is the father of lies and murder and all those who engage in such
behavior are proving to be his children. His career has always been devoted
to sin and unrighteousness and those who fall prey to his deceptions are his
children. He possessed the power of death until Jesus gave his life and made
possible eternal life for humanity.
8. The Holy Spirit identifies one particular attitude that seems to have led to
the devil’s condemnation, and which also serves to prove that God did not
create him to be evil. What attribute is noted in First Timothy 3:6?
Pride, or conceit, leads to the condemnation of the devil.
9. How can Satan’s power be overcome by the faithful (Ephesians 6:11-13,
First Corinthians 10:12-13, First Peter 5:8-9, James 4:7-8)?
First, putting on the whole armor of God makes one strong in the power of
divine might and empowers him to overcome the wiles of the devil and to
stand fast. Second, those who are impressed with their own faithfulness
should especially take heed, for such pride can lead to great falls. This
passage affirms that every temptation can be overcome and that God
provides a means of escape on every occasion. Third, although the devil
prowls for souls like a roaring lion, he can be resisted by the sober and
vigilant effort of the faithful. Fourth, resisting the devil and drawing near to
God will cause the devil to flee from a tempted person.
10. Satan is often cast as a mysterious being whose ways are beyond our
comprehension and whose power has the potential to surprise. What did
Paul say on this subject in Second Corinthians 2:11? What is his prime
device today (Second Corinthians 4:3-4, 11:3)?
He is hobbled from taking easy advantage of us by the fact that we are not
ignorant of his devices. Subtle deception is his chief means.
11. How did Jesus overcome each of the devil’s three temptations in the
wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11)?
He quoted scripture and turned away the devil’s attempt to shift the truth
subtly into error.
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Lesson 12: Demons

Demons were quite prevalent in the days of Christ and provided him a
convenient opportunity to display his power by exorcising them. While the
existence of demons is not in question, the possibility that men may be
possessed by demons today is controversial.
1. What aspect of this exorcism astounded witnesses (Mark 1:23-28)?
They were surprised to see a demon exorcised in that Christ had the
authority to command unclean spirits who then obeyed him.
2. How did the demons feel about Christ (Matthew 8:28-32)? How is this
exorcism different from dramatic presentations in modern cinema?
These demons called him the Son of God and foretold a time of torment
coming upon them at his hands. They showed their submission to him by
begging to be cast into a herd of swine. In today’s movies, a Catholic priest
waves a crucifix at a demon-possessed person, splashes him with “holy
water,” and recites Latin incantations. Jesus simply ordered, “Go.”
3. What false accusation did the Pharisees make against Jesus (Matthew
12:22-32)? Explain his defense. Of what sin did Jesus accuse them?
The Pharisees accused Jesus of casting out demons by the power of the ruler
of the demons, Beelzebub. He replied that if this were the case, Satan’s
house would be divided against itself. Their own houses would also be
divided because their own sons were casting out demons. Jesus claimed he
was binding the god of this world by hobbling his angels so that he might
lead captivity captive to salvation. He accused the Pharisees of committing
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit by attributing the power of God to Satan.
4. To whom was this power also given (Matthew 10:1, Mark 16:17)?
It was also given to the apostles.
5. What did Jesus say in response to the disciples’ amazement at being able
to cast out demons (Luke 10:17-18)? Explain.
He told them that he saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven when they
told him this. The power of Satan was being curtailed.
6. What do the demons share with people whose faith grows cold (James
2:18-20)? What is different about them?
While demons believe in the existence of God, it is not a saving faith
because it is only an understanding of the facts, not a trusting submission to
his will that results in good works. Demons tremble; some men do not.
!24

7. Describe the effect demons had on an individual they possessed (Luke
8:26-33).
This legion of demons caused them to be vexed in the spirit, wear no clothes,
live in the tombs and act violently and powerfully. Still they had to submit to
Christ.
8. What happened to the Jewish exorcists when they tried to imitate the
success of Christ and his apostles (Acts 19:11-16)?
They failed miserably. The demons recognized the power of Christ and even
were made to submit to his apostles. When the Jews tried, the demons
overpowered them and refused to be outcast.
9. The question of whether demons continue to possess people today must
be answered considering certain obvious Bible facts. Answer the following:
a. What was the effect of Christ’s ability to exorcise (Mark 1:23-28)?
His authority was recognized and his fame spread.
b. How was exorcism attached to other gifts (Mark 16:17-18, Matthew 10:1)?
Other gifts served the same confirming purpose.
c. What was the purpose of miraculous gifts (John 20:30-31, Mark 16:20)?
They were intended to confirm the divine origin of the work and word.
d. How was this objective accomplished (Jude 3)?
The faith was once for all delivered.
e. Why has the age of miraculous gifts expired (First Corinthians 13:8-13)?
The need for such scaffolding has passed.
f. If exorcism has ceased, what would be true if possession continued?
Satan would have unlimited power to possess every soul.
10. What age did Zechariah describe (13:1-3)? What three things would be
cut off in this age?
In the gospel age, when grace would be preached, idols, prophets and
unclean spirits would be cut off from the land.
11. Does evidence of wickedness, disease and insanity on Earth today prove
that demons still possess people today (First Peter 5:8)?
No, it proves only that the devil is still at work through the power of
temptation.
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Lesson 13: Spirits of the Dead

The account of the rich man and Lazarus reveals to us that there is an
intermediate state between this life and each man’s eternal abode. This state
is not Catholic purgatory, but a place called Hades, with separate regions
for the righteous dead and wicked dead, divided by a great fixed gulf.
1. Where did the body of Jesus go upon his death (John 19:38-42)? Where
did his spirit go (Acts 2:25-28 and Luke 23:39-43)?
The body of Jesus went into the new tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. His spirit,
however, went to the Paradise region of Hades.
2. Where did the rich man go upon death (Luke 16:19-31)? Is this the same
place Jesus said he would hold his spirit? What is the difference?
The rich man went to Hades as well, yet he was in torments rather than the
Paradise that Jesus described.
3. Why did the rich man go where he went? How does the reader know the
final judgment had not taken place before the rich man was assigned there?
The rich man was sent to Hadean torments because his works were evil,
exemplified in his apparent selfishness regarding poor Lazarus, who begged
at his gate. The rich man was assigned here before the final judgment.
4. How does Peter assure this assignment before the judgment is just and a
proper understanding of the Lord’s statements (Second Peter 2:4, 9-10)?
Peter points out that God has reserved wicked angels in chains in Tartarus
until the judgment. He uses this fact to teach that God also knows how to
reserve unjust men under punishment until the final day of Judgment.
5. Describe the existence of the rich man after he died. What was his attitude
toward those yet alive?
He was in constant misery and torment, describing his existence as intense
heat and thirst. He was especially concerned that his family be warned to
change their lives so not to be reunited with him in this awful place.
6. Describe the transformation in the lot of Lazarus from life to death.
During his life, Lazarus was a beggar who yearned to eat the crumbs which
fell from the rich man’s table. Now he dwells in the bosom of Abraham, in a
state of perpetual comfort and reward.
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7. The Catholic doctrine of purgatory holds that people too good for hell or
not good enough for heaven go there to earn their salvation and make the
leap into heaven. How does the account of the rich man and Lazarus defy
the doctrine of purgatory (see also Second Corinthians 5:10; alleged proof
passages include First Corinthians 3:11-15, Luke 12:58-59, First John 3:3)?
This passage teaches that great gulf is fixed between those in Paradise and
those in Torments so that none can pass from one side to the other. Paul
wrote that judgment is according to those deeds done in the body, which
could never include anything done beyond the grave.
8. What event will conclude this intermediary state and commence the
eternal judgment (First Thessalonians 4:13-18, Second Corinthians 5:9-11)?
The second coming of Jesus will cause both the wicked and dead to be
resurrected to judgment.
9. What do the residents of Hadean torments and the wicked who yet live
when Jesus returns have to anticipate at the final judgment (Matthew
13:47-50, 25:41-46; Second Thessalonians 1:3-10)?
The wicked will be separated from the just and cast into the furnace of fire,
where is found wailing and gnashing of teeth. Those whose works were
selfish will be cast into everlasting punishment, everlasting fire prepared for
the devil and his angels. God will take vengeance with flaming fire upon
those who do not know him or refuse to obey the gospel.
10. What is certain about the righteous ones’ hope of heaven?
We should spend our lives laying up treasures in heaven to enjoy later. God
has prepared that heavenly city for the righteous who understand that they
are just pilgrims in this one. Our inheritance is reserved for us in heaven
where it is beyond corruption or loss.
11. Was it permissible under the Law of Moses to attempt to contact the
spirits of the dead (Leviticus 19:31)? What happened when Saul wanted to
consult Samuel, who had so departed (First Samuel 28:7-20)?
It was a violation of the Law of Moses to consult a medium. When Saul did,
God permitted Samuel to speak to the king, which surprised the medium,
who apparently had made a living by fooling people in séances, as is still
done to this day.
12. Where does Isaiah send people in such need instead (Isaiah 8:19-20)?
How has God’s attitude toward sorcery changed under the law of Christ
(Galatians 5:19-20)?
They should have sought out the law and testimony instead. God is still
against sorcery, including astrology and necromancy.
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