Ten After Ten: Session 19 --- I believe in Jesus Christ
422 “But when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”
[God] acted far beyond all expectation—he has sent his own “beloved Son.”
423 We believe and confess that Jesus of Nazareth, born a Jew of a daughter of Israel at
Bethlehem at the time of King Herod the Great and the emperor Caesar Augustus, a carpenter by
trade, who died crucified in Jerusalem under the procurator Pontius Pilate during the reign of the
emperor Tiberius, is the eternal Son of God made man.
424 Moved by the grace of the Holy Spirit and drawn by the Father, we believe in Jesus and
confess: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” On the rock of this faith confessed by
St. Peter, Christ built his Church.
Jesus
430 Jesus means in Hebrew: “God saves.” At the annunciation, the angel Gabriel gave him the
name Jesus as his proper name, which expresses both his identity and his mission.
431 In the history of salvation God was not content to deliver Israel “out of the house of
bondage” by bringing them out of Egypt. He also saves them from their sin. Because sin is
always an offense against God, only he can forgive it.
432 The name “Jesus” signifies that the very name of God is present in the person of his Son,
made man for the universal and definitive redemption from sins. It is the divine name that alone
brings salvation, and henceforth all can invoke his name, for Jesus united himself to all men
through his Incarnation.
434 Jesus’ Resurrection glorifies the name of the Savior God, for from that time on it is the
name of Jesus that fully manifests the supreme power of the “name which is above every name.”
The evil spirits fear his name; in his name his disciples perform miracles, for the Father grants all
they ask in this name.
435 The name of Jesus is at the heart of Christian prayer. All liturgical prayers conclude with
the words “through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The Hail Mary reaches its high point in the words
“blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.” The Eastern prayer of the heart, the Jesus Prayer, says:
“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” Many Christians, such as St. Joan
of Arc, have died with the one word “Jesus” on their lips.
Christ
436 The word “Christ” comes from the Greek translation of the Hebrew Messiah, which means
“anointed.” It became the name proper to Jesus only because he accomplished perfectly the
divine mission that “Christ” signifies. In Israel those consecrated to God for a mission that he

gave were anointed in his name. This was the case for kings, for priests and, in rare instances, for
prophets…It was necessary that the Messiah be anointed by the Spirit of the Lord at once as king
and priest, and also as prophet. Jesus fulfilled the messianic hope of Israel in his threefold office
of priest, prophet, and king.
437
To the shepherds, the angel announced the birth of Jesus as the Messiah promised to
Israel: “To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” …God
called Joseph to “take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit,” so that Jesus, “who is called Christ,” should be born of Joseph’s spouse into the
messianic lineage of David.
438 Jesus’ messianic consecration …was revealed during the time of his earthly life at the
moment of his baptism by John, when “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power,” that he might be revealed to Israel as its Messiah. His works and words will
manifest him as “the Holy One of God.”
439
Many Jews and even certain Gentiles who shared their hope recognized in Jesus the
fundamental attributes of the messianic “Son of David,” promised by God to Israel.
440 Jesus accepted Peter’s profession of faith, which acknowledged him to be the Messiah, by
announcing the imminent Passion of the Son of Man. He unveiled the authentic content of his
messianic kingship both in the transcendent identity of the Son of Man “who came down from
heaven,” and in his redemptive mission as the suffering Servant: “The Son of Man came not to
be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

