Ten After Ten Session 50: I believe in Life Everlasting
1020 The Christian who unites his own death to that of Jesus views it as a step towards him
and an entrance into everlasting life.
1021 Death puts an end to human life as the time open to either accepting or rejecting the
divine grace manifested in Christ. The New Testament speaks of judgment primarily in its aspect
of the final encounter with Christ in his second coming, but also repeatedly affirms that each will
be rewarded immediately after death in accordance with his works and faith.
1022 Each man receives his eternal retribution in his immortal soul at the very moment of his
death, in a particular judgment that refers his life to Christ: either entrance into the blessedness of
heaven—through a purification or immediately,—or immediate and everlasting damnation.
1023 Those who die in God’s grace and friendship and are perfectly purified live for ever with
Christ. They are like God for ever, for they “see him as he is,” face to face.
1024 This perfect life with the Most Holy Trinity—this communion of life and love with the
Trinity, with the Virgin Mary, the angels and all the blessed—is called “heaven.” Heaven is the
ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest human longings, the state of supreme, definitive
happiness.
1025 To live in heaven is “to be with Christ.” The elect live “in Christ,” but they retain, or
rather find, their true identity, their own name.
1026 By his death and Resurrection, Jesus Christ has “opened” heaven to us…He makes
partners in his heavenly glorification those who have believed in him and remained faithful to his
will. Heaven is the blessed community of all who are perfectly incorporated into Christ.
1027 This mystery of blessed communion with God and all who are in Christ is beyond all
understanding and description. Scripture speaks of it in images: life, light, peace, wedding feast,
wine of the kingdom, the Father’s house, the heavenly Jerusalem, paradise: “no eye has seen, nor
ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him.”
1028 Because of his transcendence, God cannot be seen as he is, unless he himself opens up his
mystery to man’s immediate contemplation and gives him the capacity for it. The Church calls
this contemplation of God in his heavenly glory “the beatific vision.”
1029 In the glory of heaven the blessed continue joyfully to fulfill God’s will in relation to
other men and to all creation.
1030 All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed
assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the
holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.
1031 The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the elect, which is
entirely different from the punishment of the damned.

1032 This teaching is also based on the practice of prayer for the dead…From the beginning
the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above
all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God.
1033 We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose to love him. But we cannot love
God if we sin gravely against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves… Our Lord warns
us that we shall be separated from him if we fail to meet the serious needs of the poor and the
little ones who are his brethren. To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God’s
merciful love means remaining separated from him for ever by our own free choice. This state of
definitive self-exclusion from communion with God and the blessed is called “hell.”
1034 Jesus often speaks of “Gehenna,” of “the unquenchable fire” reserved for those who to the
end of their lives refuse to believe and be converted, where both soul and body can be lost.
1035 The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and its eternity. Immediately after
death the souls of those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell…The chief punishment
of hell is eternal separation from God.
1036 The affirmations of Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the Church on the subject of
hell are a call to the responsibility incumbent upon man to make use of his freedom in view of
his eternal destiny. They are at the same time an urgent call to conversion.
1037 God predestines no one to go to hell; for this, a willful turning away from God (a mortal
sin) is necessary, and persistence in it until the end.

