Ten After Ten Session 79: The Sacrament of Holy Orders, continued
1569 At a lower level of the hierarchy are to be found deacons, who receive the imposition of
hands ‘not unto the priesthood, but unto the ministry.’
1570 Deacons share in Christ’s mission and grace in a special way. The sacrament of Holy
Orders marks them with an imprint (“character”) which cannot be removed and which configures
them to Christ, who made himself the “deacon” or servant of all. Among other tasks, it is the task
of deacons to assist the bishop and priests in the celebration of the divine mysteries, above all the
Eucharist, in the distribution of Holy Communion, in assisting at and blessing marriages, in the
proclamation of the Gospel and preaching, in presiding over funerals, and in dedicating
themselves to the various ministries of charity.
1571 [The] permanent diaconate, which can be conferred on married men, constitutes an
important enrichment for the Church’s mission. Indeed it is appropriate and useful that men who
carry out a truly diaconal ministry in the Church…should “be strengthened by the imposition of
hands which has come down from the apostles. They would be more closely bound to the altar
and their ministry would be made more fruitful through the sacramental grace of the diaconate.”
1572 Given the importance that the ordination of a bishop, a priest, or a deacon has for the life
of the particular Church, its celebration calls for as many of the faithful as possible to take part. It
should take place preferably on Sunday, in the cathedral, with solemnity appropriate to the
occasion. All three ordinations, of the bishop, of the priest, and of the deacon, follow the same
movement. Their proper place is within the Eucharistic liturgy.
1573 The essential rite of the sacrament of Holy Orders for all three degrees consists in the
bishop’s imposition of hands on the head of the ordinand and in the bishop’s specific
consecratory prayer asking God for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and his gifts proper to the
ministry to which the candidate is being ordained.
1574 As in all the sacraments additional rites surround the celebration… for bishop and priest,
an anointing with holy chrism, a sign of the special anointing of the Holy Spirit who makes their
ministry fruitful…
1575 Christ himself chose the apostles and gave them a share in his mission and authority.
Raised to the Father’s right hand, he has not forsaken his flock but he keeps it under his constant
protection through the apostles, and guides it still through these same pastors who continue his
work today.
1576 Since the sacrament of Holy Orders is the sacrament of the apostolic ministry, it is for the
bishops as the successors of the apostles to hand on the gift of the Spirit… Validly ordained
bishops validly confer the three degrees of the sacrament of Holy Orders.
1577 Only a baptized man validly receives sacred ordination. The Lord Jesus chose men to
form the college of the twelve apostles, and the apostles did the same when they chose
collaborators to succeed them in their ministry…The Church recognizes herself to be bound by
this choice made by the Lord himself. For this reason the ordination of women is not possible.

1578 No one has a right to receive the sacrament of Holy Orders. Indeed no one claims this
office for himself; he is called to it by God. Anyone who thinks he recognizes the signs of God’s
call to the ordained ministry must humbly submit his desire to the authority of the Church, who
has the responsibility and right to call someone to receive orders. Like every grace this sacrament
can be received only as an unmerited gift.
1579 All the ordained ministers of the Latin Church, with the exception of permanent deacons,
are normally chosen from among men of faith who live a celibate life and who intend to remain
celibate for the sake of the kingdom of heaven… Celibacy is a sign of this new life to the service
of which the Church’s minister is consecrated; accepted with a joyous heart celibacy radiantly
proclaims the Reign of God.
1581 This sacrament configures the recipient to Christ by a special grace of the Holy Spirit, so
that he may serve as Christ’s instrument for his Church. By ordination one is enabled to act as a
representative of Christ, Head of the Church, in his triple office of priest, prophet, and king.
1582 As in the case of Baptism and Confirmation this share in Christ’s office is granted once
for all. The sacrament of Holy Orders, like the other two, confers an indelible spiritual character
and cannot be repeated or conferred temporarily.
1583 It is true that someone validly ordained can, for grave reasons, be discharged from the
obligations and functions linked to ordination, or can be forbidden to exercise them; but he
cannot become a layman again in the strict sense, because the character imprinted by ordination
is forever.
1584 Since it is ultimately Christ who acts and effects salvation through the ordained minister,
the unworthiness of the latter does not prevent Christ from acting.
1585 The grace of the Holy Spirit proper to this sacrament is configuration to Christ as Priest,
Teacher, and Pastor, of whom the ordained is made a minister.
1586 For the bishop, this is first of all a grace of strength: the grace to guide and defend his
Church with strength and prudence as a father and pastor, with gratuitous love for all and a
preferential love for the poor, the sick, and the needy.

