Ten After Ten Session 122: The Universal Call of Prayer
2566 Man is in search of God…Even after losing through his sin his likeness to God, man
remains an image of his Creator, and retains the desire for the one who calls him into existence.
All religions bear witness to men’s essential search for God.
2567 In prayer, the faithful God’s initiative of love always comes first; our own first step is
always a response. As God gradually reveals himself and reveals man to himself, prayer appears
as a reciprocal call, a covenant drama. Through words and actions, this drama engages the heart.
2568 Prayer is bound up with human history, for it is the relationship with God in historical
events.
2569 Prayer is lived in the first place beginning with the realities of creation…In his
indefectible covenant with every living creature, God has always called people to prayer. But it
is above all beginning with our father Abraham that prayer is revealed in the Old Testament.
2570 Abraham’s heart is entirely submissive to the Word and so he obeys. Such attentiveness
of the heart, whose decisions are made according to God’s will, is essential to prayer, while the
words used count only in relation to it.
2571 Because Abraham believed in God and walked in his presence and in covenant with him,
the patriarch is ready to welcome a mysterious Guest into his tent. Abraham’s remarkable
hospitality at Mamre foreshadows the annunciation of the true Son of the promise.
2572 As a final stage in the purification of his faith, Abraham…is asked to sacrifice the son
God had given him…And so the father of believers is conformed to the likeness of the Father
who will not spare his own Son but will deliver him up for us all.
2573 Before confronting his elder brother Esau, Jacob wrestles all night with a mysterious
figure who refuses to reveal his name, but who blesses him before leaving him at dawn. From
this account, the spiritual tradition of the Church has retained the symbol of prayer as a battle of
faith and as the triumph of perseverance.
2574 The prayer of Moses becomes the most striking example of intercessory prayer, which
will be fulfilled in “the one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”
2575 Here again the initiative is God’s…God calls Moses to be his servant, because he is the
living God who wants men to live. God reveals himself in order to save them, though he does not
do this alone or despite them: he calls Moses to be his messenger, an associate in his
compassion, his work of salvation.
2576 Moses’ prayer is characteristic of contemplative prayer by which God’s servant remains
faithful to his mission. Moses converses with God often and at length, climbing the mountain to
hear and entreat him and coming down to the people to repeat the words of his God for their
guidance.

2577 From this intimacy with the faithful God, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
Moses drew strength and determination for his intercession. He does not pray for himself but for
the people whom God made his own.
2578 The prayer of the People of God flourishes in the shadow of God’s dwelling place, first
the ark of the covenant and later the Temple. At first the leaders of the people—the shepherds
and the prophets—teach them to pray.
2579 David is par excellence the king “after God’s own heart,” the shepherd who prays for his
people and prays in their name. His submission to the will of God, his praise, and his repentance,
will be a model for the prayer of the people.
2580 The prayer at the dedication of the Temple…The king lifts his hands toward heaven and
begs the Lord, on his own behalf, on behalf of the entire people, and of the generations yet to
come, for the forgiveness of their sins and for their daily needs, so that the nations may know
that He is the only God and that the heart of his people may belong wholly and entirely to him.
2581 The Temple was to be the place of their education in prayer…but ritualism often
encouraged an excessively external worship. The people needed education in faith and
conversion of heart.
2584 In their “one to one” encounters with God, the prophets draw light and strength for their
mission. Their prayer is not flight from this unfaithful world, but rather attentiveness to The
Word of God. At times their prayer is an argument or a complaint, but it is always an
intercession that awaits and prepares for the intervention of the Savior God, the Lord of history.
2585 From the time of David to the coming of the Messiah texts appearing in these sacred
books show a deepening in prayer for oneself and in prayer for others.
2586 The Psalms both nourished and expressed the prayer of the People of God gathered
during the great feasts at Jerusalem and each Sabbath in the synagogues. Their prayer is
inseparably personal and communal; it concerns both those who are praying and all men.
2587 The Psalter is the book in which The Word of God becomes man’s prayer…The words of
the Psalmist, sung for God, both express and acclaim the Lord’s saving works; the same Spirit
inspires both God’s work and man’s response. Christ will unite the two. In him, the psalms
continue to teach us how to pray.
2588 The Psalms are a mirror of God’s marvelous deeds in the history of his people, as well as
reflections of the human experiences of the Psalmist. Though a given psalm may reflect an event
of the past, it still possesses such direct simplicity that it can be prayed in truth by men of all
times and conditions.
2589 The prayer of the psalms is always sustained by praise… Yes, a psalm is a blessing on the
lips of the people, praise of God, the assembly’s homage, a general acclamation, a word that
speaks for all, the voice of the Church, a confession of faith in song.

