Ten After Ten Session 109: The Fifth Commandment, continued
2292 Scientific, medical, or psychological experiments on human individuals or groups can
contribute to healing the sick and the advancement of public health.
2293 Basic scientific research, as well as applied research, is a significant expression of man’s
dominion over creation. Science and technology are precious resources when placed at the
service of man and promote his integral development for the benefit of all…Science and
technology are ordered to man, from whom they take their origin and development; hence they
find in the person and in his moral values both evidence of their purpose and awareness of their
limits.
2294 It is an illusion to claim moral neutrality in scientific research and its applications...
Science and technology by their very nature require unconditional respect for fundamental moral
criteria. They must be at the service of the human person, of his inalienable rights, of his true and
integral good, in conformity with the plan and the will of God.
2295 Research or experimentation on the human being cannot legitimate acts that are in
themselves contrary to the dignity of persons and to the moral law. The subjects’ potential
consent does not justify such acts. Experimentation on human beings is not morally legitimate if
it exposes the subject’s life or physical and psychological integrity to disproportionate or
avoidable risks. Experimentation on human beings does not conform to the dignity of the person
if it takes place without the informed consent of the subject.
2296 Organ transplants are in conformity with the moral law if the physical and psychological
dangers and risks to the donor are proportionate to the good that is sought for the recipient.
Organ donation after death is a noble and meritorous act and is to be encouraged as an
expression of generous solidarity. It is not morally acceptable if the donor or his proxy has not
given explicit consent. Moreover, it is not morally admissible directly to bring about the
disabling mutilation or death of a human being, even in order to delay the death of other persons.
2297 Kidnapping and hostage taking bring on a reign of terror; by means of threats they
subject their victims to intolerable pressures. They are morally wrong. Terrorism threatens,
wounds, and kills indiscriminately; it is gravely against justice and charity. Torture which uses
physical or moral violence to extract confessions, punish the guilty, frighten opponents, or satisfy
hatred is contrary to respect for the person and for human dignity. Except when performed for
strictly therapeutic medical reasons, directly intended amputations, mutilations, and sterilizations
performed on innocent persons are against the moral law.
2298 In times past, cruel practices were commonly used by legitimate governments to maintain
law and order, often without protest from the Pastors of the Church, who themselves adopted in
their own tribunals the prescriptions of Roman law concerning torture. Regrettable as these facts
are, the Church always taught the duty of clemency and mercy…We must pray for the victims
and their tormentors.

2299 The dying should be given attention and care to help them live their last moments in
dignity and peace. They will be helped by the prayer of their relatives, who must see to it that the
sick receive at the proper time the sacraments that prepare them to meet the living God.
2300 The bodies of the dead must be treated with respect and charity, in faith and hope of the
Resurrection. The burial of the dead is a corporal work of mercy.
2301 Autopsies can be morally permitted for legal inquests or scientific research. The free gift
of organs after death is legitimate and can be meritorious. The Church permits cremation,
provided that it does not demonstrate a denial of faith in the resurrection of the body.
2302 By recalling the commandment, “You shall not kill,” our Lord asked for peace of heart
and denounced murderous anger and hatred as immoral.
2303 Deliberate hatred is contrary to charity. Hatred of the neighbor is a sin when one
deliberately wishes him evil. Hatred of the neighbor is a grave sin when one deliberately desires
him grave harm.
2304 Respect for and development of human life require peace…Peace is the work of justice
and the effect of charity.
2305 Earthly peace is the image and fruit of the peace of Christ…By the blood of his
Cross…he reconciled men with God and made his Church the sacrament of the unity of the
human race and of its union with God.

