Ten After Ten Session 112: Offenses Against Chastity
2351 Lust is disordered desire for or inordinate enjoyment of sexual pleasure. Sexual pleasure
is morally disordered when sought for itself, isolated from its procreative and unitive purposes.
2352 By masturbation is to be understood the deliberate stimulation of the genital organs in
order to derive sexual pleasure. “Both the Magisterium of the Church, in the course of a constant
tradition, and the moral sense of the faithful have been in no doubt and have firmly maintained
that masturbation is an intrinsically and gravely disordered action.”
2353 Fornication is carnal union between an unmarried man and an unmarried woman. It is
gravely contrary to the dignity of persons and of human sexuality which is naturally ordered to
the good of spouses and the generation and education of children. Moreover, it is a grave scandal
when there is corruption of the young.
2354 Pornography consists in removing real or simulated sexual acts from the intimacy of the
partners, in order to display them deliberately to third parties. It offends against chastity because
it perverts the conjugal act, the intimate giving of spouses to each other. It does grave injury to
the dignity of its participants (actors, vendors, the public), since each one becomes an object of
base pleasure and illicit profit for others. It immerses all who are involved in the illusion of a
fantasy world. It is a grave offense. Civil authorities should prevent the production and
distribution of pornographic materials.
2355 Prostitution does injury to the dignity of the person who engages in it, reducing the
person to an instrument of sexual pleasure. The one who pays sins gravely against himself: he
violates the chastity to which his Baptism pledged him and defiles his body, the temple of the
Holy Spirit. Prostitution is a social scourge. It usually involves women, but also men, children,
and adolescents.
2356 Rape is the forcible violation of the sexual intimacy of another person. It does injury to
justice and charity. Rape deeply wounds the respect, freedom, and physical and moral integrity
to which every person has a right. It causes grave damage that can mark the victim for life. It is
always an intrinsically evil act. Graver still is the rape of children committed by parents (incest)
or those responsible for the education of the children entrusted to them.
2357 Homosexuality refers to relations between men or between women who experience an
exclusive or predominant sexual attraction toward persons of the same sex…Its psychological
genesis remains largely unexplained…tradition has always declared that “homosexual acts are
intrinsically disordered.” They are contrary to the natural law. They close the sexual act to the
gift of life. They do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexual complementarity. Under no
circumstances can they be approved.
2358 The number of men and women who have deep-seated homosexual tendencies is not
negligible. This inclination, which is objectively disordered, constitutes for most of them a trial.
They must be accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust
discrimination in their regard should be avoided. These persons are called to fulfill God’s will in

their lives and, if they are Christians, to unite to the sacrifice of the Lord’s Cross the difficulties
they may encounter from their condition.
2359 Homosexual persons are called to chastity. By the virtues of self-mastery that teach them
inner freedom, at times by the support of disinterested friendship, by prayer and sacramental
grace, they can and should gradually and resolutely approach Christian perfection.
2360 Sexuality is ordered to the conjugal love of man and woman. In marriage the physical
intimacy of the spouses becomes a sign and pledge of spiritual communion. Marriage bonds
between baptized persons are sanctified by the sacrament.
2361 Sexuality…is not something simply biological, but concerns the innermost being of the
human person as such. It is realized in a truly human way only if it is an integral part of the love
by which a man and woman commit themselves totally to one another until death.
2362 The acts in marriage by which the intimate and chaste union of the spouses takes place
are noble and honorable; the truly human performance of these acts fosters the self-giving they
signify and enriches the spouses in joy and gratitude. Sexuality is a source of joy and pleasure.
2363 The spouses’ union achieves the twofold end of marriage: the good of the spouses
themselves and the transmission of life. These two meanings or values of marriage cannot be
separated without altering the couple’s spiritual life and compromising the goods of marriage
and the future of the family.
2364 The married couple forms “the intimate partnership of life and love established by the
Creator and governed by his laws; it is rooted in the conjugal covenant, that is, in their
irrevocable personal consent.” Both give themselves definitively and totally to one another. They
are no longer two; from now on they form one flesh. The covenant they freely contracted
imposes on the spouses the obligation to preserve it as unique and indissoluble. “What therefore
God has joined together, let not man put asunder.”

