Ten After Ten Session 116: The Social Doctrine of the Church
2419 The Church receives from the Gospel the full revelation of the truth about man. When she
fulfills her mission of proclaiming the Gospel, she bears witness to man, in the name of Christ, to
his dignity and his vocation to the communion of persons. She teaches him the demands of
justice and peace in conformity with divine wisdom.
2420 The Church makes a moral judgment about economic and social matters, when the
fundamental rights of the person or the salvation of souls requires it…She strives to inspire right
attitudes with respect to earthly goods and in socio-economic relationships.
2421 The social doctrine of the Church developed in the nineteenth century when the Gospel
encountered modern industrial society with its new structures for the production of consumer
goods, its new concept of society, the state and authority, and its new forms of labor and
ownership. The development of the doctrine of the Church on economic and social matters
attests the permanent value of the Church’s teaching at the same time as it attests the true
meaning of her Tradition, always living and active.
2422 The Church’s social teaching comprises a body of doctrine, which is articulated as the
Church interprets events in the course of history, with the assistance of the Holy Spirit, in the
light of the whole of what has been revealed by Jesus Christ. This teaching can be more easily
accepted by men of good will, the more the faithful let themselves be guided by it.
2423 The Church’s social teaching proposes principles for reflection; it provides criteria for
judgment; it gives guidelines for action: Any system in which social relationships are determined
entirely by economic factors is contrary to the nature of the human person and his acts.
2424 A theory that makes profit the exclusive norm and ultimate end of economic activity is
morally unacceptable. The disordered desire for money cannot but produce perverse effects…A
system that “subordinates the basic rights of individuals and of groups to the collective
organization of production” is contrary to human dignity. Every practice that reduces persons to
nothing more than a means of profit enslaves man, leads to idolizing money, and contributes to
the spread of atheism.
2425 The Church has rejected the totalitarian and atheistic ideologies associated in modern
times with “communism” or “socialism.” She has likewise refused to accept, in the practice of
“capitalism,” individualism and the absolute primacy of the law of the marketplace over human
labor…Reasonable regulation of the marketplace and economic initiatives, in keeping with a just
hierarchy of values and a view to the common good, is to be commended.
2426 Economic life is not meant solely to multiply goods produced and increase profit or
power; it is ordered first of all to the service of persons, of the whole man, and of the entire
human community. Economic activity, conducted according to its own proper methods, is to be
exercised within the limits of the moral order, in keeping with social justice so as to correspond
to God’s plan for man.

2427 Human work proceeds directly from persons created in the image of God and called to
prolong the work of creation by subduing the earth, both with and for one another…Work honors
the Creator’s gifts and the talents received from him. It can also be redemptive. By enduring the
hardship of work…man shows himself to be a disciple of Christ by carrying the cross, daily, in
the work he is called to accomplish.
2428 In work, the person exercises and fulfills in part the potential inscribed in his nature. The
primordial value of labor stems from man himself, its author and its beneficiary…Everyone
should be able to draw from work the means of providing for his life and that of his family, and
of serving the human community.
2429 Everyone has the right of economic initiative; everyone should make legitimate use of his
talents to contribute to the abundance that will benefit all and to harvest the just fruits of his
labor.
2430 Efforts should be made to reduce conflicts by negotiation that respects the rights and
duties of each social partner: those responsible for business enterprises, representatives of wageearners (for example, trade unions), and public authorities when appropriate.
2431 Economic activity, especially the activity of a market economy, cannot be conducted in
an institutional, juridical, or political vacuum. On the contrary, it presupposes sure guarantees of
individual freedom and private property, as well as a stable currency and efficient public
services. Hence the principal task of the state is to guarantee this security.
2432 Those responsible for business enterprises are responsible to society for the economic and
ecological effects of their operations. They have an obligation to consider the good of persons
and not only the increase of profits. Profits are necessary, however. They make possible the
investments that ensure the future of a business and they guarantee employment.
2433 Access to employment and to professions must be open to all without unjust
discrimination: men and women, healthy and disabled, natives and immigrants. For its part
society should, according to circumstances, help citizens find work and employment.
2434 A just wage is the legitimate fruit of work. To refuse or withhold it can be a grave
injustice. In determining fair pay both the needs and the contributions of each person must be
taken into account… Agreement between the parties is not sufficient to justify morally the
amount to be received in wages.
2435 Recourse to a strike is morally legitimate when it cannot be avoided, or at least when it is
necessary to obtain a proportionate benefit. It becomes morally unacceptable when accompanied
by violence, or when objectives are included that are not directly linked to working conditions or
are contrary to the common good.
2436 It is unjust not to pay the social security contributions required by legitimate authority.
Unemployment almost always wounds its victim’s dignity and threatens the equilibrium of his
life. Besides the harm done to him personally, it entails many risks for his family.

