Color Me Butterfly, by L.Y. Marlow
Reader’s Guide:  Questions for Discussion 
1. Was it surprising to you that Isaac suddenly changed after the family moved to Philadelphia? At what point and for what reasons do you think he changed?
2. Why do you think Eloise chose to stay with Isaac, even after he’d mistreated her and their children for so long?
3. What was the primary thing that helped Eloise to survive and cope with her life? What impact did this have on generations to come?
4. What impact do you think Isaac had on Mattie? What quality did Mattie pass down to her own children because of her relationship with her father?
5. Eloise, Mattie, Lydia, and Treasure grew up with strong-willed mothers. Were you able to identify with these mothers and daughters? If so, in what ways? 
6. Color Me Butterfly presents the reality of intergenerational abuse that exists within families. For example, Eloise married an abusive man, and then Mattie found herself married to an abusive man. Later, Lydia became involved in an abusive relationship, and Treasure clung to her abusive father. What do you think about intergenerational abuse that’s passed down from generation to generation? How do you think this family’s life resonates with other families’ lives? Do you know a family that has similar experiences?
7. Why do you think Deller finally decided to forgive her father, even after all that he’d done to their family?
8. Why do you think Roy became so abusive? Do you think Mattie’s experience with her father had anything to do with her choosing Roy for a husband?
9. Why do you think Mattie decided to stay with Roy? How do you think Roy’s death ultimately changed her?
10. Eloise and Mattie were the epitome of old-fashioned mothers that exist in most African-American families. How do you think the values they embraced resonate with most African-American families?
11. What impact do you think John had on Mattie and her five children? Have you ever had a father figure in your life who wasn’t your true father? If so, discuss the impact this person has had on you or someone you know.
12. While writing Color Me Butterfly, L.Y. Marlow had to dig deep within her soul to confront and move past emotional turmoil. What did you find most intriguing about the way she told her family’s story? Did you find the story believable? Upsetting? Worthy of being told?
13. Do you believe Color Me Butterfly presented African-American men in a negative light? Why or why not?
14. Do you think each of the women made good choices in their lives when they chose to stay in their relationships? Could they have handled each situation differently? Discuss.
15. The bond between mothers and daughters in this story was very strong. Each mother had a significant impact on her daughter’s life. What impact do you think Eloise had on Mattie? Mattie on Lydia? Lydia on Treasure?
16. Lydia confronted the issue of skin color in her family when she was only nine years old. How do you think her portrayal of her light skin compared to her siblings’ dark skin resonates with similar issues of skin color in other African-American families and communities?
17. Do you agree that Lydia was the one to finally break the cycle of physical abuse and push beyond a miniscule life? What do you think was the reason behind her strength and determination?
18. How would you describe Lydia and Donald’s relationship? Were you disappointed in the end, when Lydia decided to leave him? Why do you think she made this choice?
19. What do you think compelled Treasure to call her mother a bitch and spit in her face? Do you think Lydia handled this properly? If not, how would you have handled it?
20. In addition to abuse, mental illness played a significant role in this family’s life. How do you think Mattie was able to cope with her daughter’s disease and, later, her suicide? How do you think Lydia was able to cope with her daughter’s attempted suicide?
21. Eloise had a way of “crafting words to make them make sense.” What do you think she meant when she told Lydia to “let the past rest itself”?
22. In the end, Mattie lost so many—her mother, father, husband, and daughter. How do you think she was able to cope with all of this loss? What was the significance of her strength?
23. After Lydia dropped Treasure off at college, Eloise’s voice suddenly came into her mind. “You gotta turn one corner, baby, to find another,” she remembered her grandmother saying. What do you think this meant to Lydia?
24. Which of the four women would you say most inspired you? How does she compare to your life or the life of someone you know?
25. L.Y. Marlow chose the title Color Me Butterfly. What do you think motivated her to choose this title? What does the title Color Me Butterfly mean to you?
