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The Catholic Church
and the Nuclear Weapons Ban Treaty
Great steps forward — the good news
July 2017
122 states vote in favour of a
UN Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).
56 countries, including the
Holy See, have already signed
the treaty.

November 2017
The Vatican hosts a conference
on Disarmament in Rome where
Pope Francis affirms that the
threat and possession of
nuclear weapons is to
be condemned.

“… genuinely concerned by the catastrophic
humanitarian and environmental effects of any
employment of nuclear devices and the risk of
accidental detonation as a result of error of any
kind, the threat of their use, as well as their very
possession, is to be firmly condemned… they exist
in the service of a mentality of fear…”

Pope Francis, speaking at a Vatican-hosted
conference on nuclear weapons, Rome November 2017

Download the resource with information, action
ideas, prayer and links www.paxchristi.org.uk

December 2017
The Nobel Peace Prize is
awarded to the International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons (ICAN) for its
work on the Ban Treaty.
Pax Christi is a member

The not so good news
•
The UK Government has so far refused to
support or sign the TPNW. It says that
“nuclear disarmament can only be
achieved through a consensus-based
approach taking into account the wider
global security context”.
•
The Government believes that gradual
multilateral disarmament within the
framework of the 1968 Nuclear NonProliferation Treaty (NNPT) is the way
forward. However, negotiations with the
NNPT have been deadlocked for many
years and there are now more, not fewer,
nuclear weapon states.
•
The UK Government continues with its
programme to replace Trident. The
estimated cost for this is £205 billion.
•
There is a new arms race with the
development of new nuclear arsenals and
spending commitments.
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Shale gas in the UK – what can we learn from the development agencies?
What happens in developing countries may seem a world away from Preston New Road, but my family’s
involvement with organisations such as Christian Aid, CAFOD and the Fairtrade movement has shown many
parallels between what happens overseas and what is happening at PNR.
Firstly, Climate Change. A few years ago, we were visited by a grower of Fairtrade cotton from Mali. He told
us that the biggest threat he faced was climate change. A couple of years ago my parish was visited by a nun
from a parish in Zambia that it has supported for a quarter of a century. She said the biggest threat was
climate change. In February CAFOD hosted a partner for Zimbabwe. In his very first sentence he spoke of the
threat from climate change.
Climate change has a disproportionate effect on countries with climatic extremes and particularly on the
poor and marginalised of those countries who often eke a living at the margins of survival. We are extremely
lucky in the UK, as the latitude at which we sit means that it is rarely too hot or too cold, too wet or too dry.
Yes we have seen effects locally, with the four devastating floods that have hit the North West in the last 15
years, but the effects on the poor overseas are orders of magnitude greater. Much of the current mass
migration is driven by climate change but the press just blames the migrants. As a nation, we remain
shockingly complacent and will continue to do so until the Thames bursts its banks in London big-time.
It is a testament to the Government’s priorities and complacency that it is actively supporting a fossil fuel
industry whilst withholding money from innovative renewables projects and investment in domestic energy
conservation.
Climate change is a huge moral issue. Any person who uses fossil fuels unnecessarily, or who promotes the
unnecessary extraction of fossils fuels is committing a crime against humanity and in particular, a crime
against the poor. It is notable that development agencies such as CAFOD and Christian Aid were founder
members of the Climate Change coalition.
Such agencies are now lobbying the World Bank to end their support for fossil fuels overseas particularly the
big carbon-fuelled power stations and huge transmission networks, which account for over 99% of its current
expenditure. They are being asked instead to invest in renewable projects, particularly solar, so that even the
remotest village has a carbon-neutral source of electricity. The World Bank is now beginning to respond to
this pressure.
The lesson is that it can be done. It needs the will. Here today at PNR we are telling our Government to get a
grip, to stop believing the “transitional energy source” fantasy and commit to the only sane route of energy
provision.
Secondly, the rules that govern the world. Development agencies are very familiar with the damage caused
to communities and the environment by the activities of businesses and governments. These include land
grabs, destruction of forests and the despoliation of land to extract timber or minerals or to grow crops such
as oil palm or animal foodstuffs like soybeans for export to the rich world. The particular iniquity is that this is
often done at the expense of the indigenous people.
To put it somewhat simplistically, there is a contest between the works of God and the works of the
corporate world - which I will refer to as Mammon - a good old biblical word. The works of God are embodied
in creation - the natural world and the astonishing beauty and diversity within it. Mammon is concerned only
with financial gain - anything is moral so long as it makes a profit. Tax - that process which siphons off
company profits to finance the common good is an anathema and is to be avoided at all costs. Mammon
cares not one iota for the environment or its inhabitants. People are, at best, commodities - work fodder.
Many of Mammon’s big players regrettably operate from our own shores, although for tax purposes are
often nominally based overseas.
Mammon thrives because most of the rules and conventions by which governments and commerce operate
were made by the rich for the rich. Their rules take little or no account of creation or indigenous peoples and
are thus inherently sinful. Pope Francis has been uncompromising in denouncing this as “structural sin”.
To fight against trade injustices, development agencies such as Christian Aid and CAFOD established Fairtrade
over 30 years ago providing an alternative to the unjust trading arrangements for commodities such as tea
and coffee and to campaign for trade justice. Please do your bit to support Fairtrade.
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My third point follows on closely from the second. Throughout the developing world, we see people being
denied their rightful voice.
30 years ago, In El Salvador, the government (effectively a consortium of rich families backed by the USA) ran
a campaign of intimidation and murder against the leaders of poor farmers. The local Archbishop, Oscar
Romero, consistently denounced the injustices in his weekly sermon broadcast country-wide on the church
radio station - so the regime blew it up. CAFOD rebuilt it. Shortly afterwards, Romero was assassinated to
silence him forever. It is a very sad fact that today repression, intimidation and the murder of people
speaking out against the exploitation of the poor, particularly environmental exploitation is as bad, if not
worse than it ever was. These are people fighting for the forests, for their own land in the face of speculators
and corrupt governments.
I went to a talk about Archbishop Romero a few weeks ago. The speaker was asked about the biggest
changes that had occurred in El Salvador in the last 30 years. He replied that it was no longer the big families
running the country, it is the corporations Other than that, little had changed - the people are still oppressed,
intimidated and subject to death squads for speaking out.
Both Christian Aid and CAFOD put significant resources into advocacy - providing the means for poor and
often illiterate people to fight for justice against oppression illegal logging, mining and land grabs. It is money
well spent as it strikes at the root of injustice, the frequently unchallenged power of the rich.
We opponents of fracking are on the streets, not because we want to be but, like the poor throughout the
world, it is where our voices can be heard - as we are denied the access to the corridors of power that
industry lobbyists enjoy.
Jesus said in his great Sermon on the Mount “Happy are those who hunger and thirst for what is right, they
shall be satisfied”. There are loads of very hungry people here today demanding justice. Our weapons are
faith, hope, truth, joy, love, a passion for justice and an indomitable spirit. Praise be!
Extracts from input by Dr Stephen Garsed at the “No Faith in Fracking” liturgy on 25th April 2018
Full input at www.lancasterfaithandjustice.co.uk/newsletter

Psalm 37 v1-9
Do not get heated about the wicked or envy those who do
wrong. Quick as the grass they wither, fading like the green of
the fields.
Put your trust in God and do right, make your home in the

Olive gave wonderful personal input and
finished with Psalm 37

land and live secure. Make God your joy and He will give you
your heart’s desires.
Commit your destiny to God, be confident in Him, and He will
act, making your uprightness clear as daylight, and the justice
of your cause as the noon.
Stay quiet before God, wait longingly for Him, do not get
heated over someone who is making a fortune, succeeding by
devious means.
Refrain from anger, leave rage aside, do not get heated — it
can do no good; for evil-doers will be annihilated, while those
who hope in God shall have the land for their own.
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Refllections from Fr Hugh, Stephen
and Sr Marian

Mary the migrant
A reflection for May
One thing that the angel did NOT tell Mary at the Annunciation was that saying “yes” to God would
lead to an easy life.
Nine months later she was displaced from home, frantically looking for a safe place in Bethlehem to
give birth. We know how, but not why she ended up in the stable - did the people in their comfortable rooms refuse to inconvenience themselves - or did the landlord never ask for their help?
In offering the stable, was he trying to do his best - or was he actually having a joke at her expense?
Not much later, she was fleeing from a ruler terrified at a perceived threat to his power. Was she
made welcome in Egypt? Unfortunately the Bible does not say. On returning to Israel, she was wary
of going back to her home town and sought acceptance in a little village far to the north.
We know that her greatest trial, was to see her beloved only child put to death by crucifixion, a
death of gratuitous cruelty, because he proclaimed the Kingdom of God. It was a death she could
not prevent. Throughout her life, Mary must have had so much to say, but no voice in the face of
civil authority. However, she was unbelievably tough, her inner strength coming from her complete
trust in and obedience to God.
Today, millions of people are, like Mary, having to undertake perilous journeys to try and find a new
home and, equally important, acceptance. Yet banner headlines and derogatory stories about
“Migrants” in some of the media portray these brothers and sisters almost as invaders without
explaining why people are driven to such extremes in the first place.
If we unearth the actual facts, we find that some are fleeing war, others are fleeing the droughts and
famines in North Africa caused by climate change. A good number are escaping oppression.
Every individual is one of our brothers and sisters and each has a story as personal as Mary’s, but
they are all lumped together in the public mind as a problem.
If we, like Mary, want to say “yes” to God, we must accept the challenges that arise around us.
One of these is to overcome our fear of the stranger, be prepared to move out of our comfort zone
and welcome those who are different. It is a call to grace, a call to pour out our Christian love to our
brothers and sisters at their hour of direst need. As Pope Francis puts it: “Every stranger who knocks
at our door is an opportunity for an encounter with Jesus Christ”.
We have tens of thousands of Marys outside our own doors just waiting for our compassion.
Let us take our lead from Pope Francis who has shown a special love for migrants and refugees and
has been highly critical of the rich world’s indifference to them. The dispossessed cannot counter
the many falsehoods spoken about them any more than Mary could speak out against the injustices
inflicted on her. They need us to open our doors and our hearts to make to them welcome and to
plead their case in an often hostile world. Like Mary, we must say “yes” to God.
Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commission
"We often hear it said that, with respect to relativism and the flaws of our present world, the situation of migrants, for example, is a lesser issue. Some Catholics consider it a secondary issue compared to the “grave” bioethical questions. That a politician looking for votes might say such a thing is
understandable, but not a Christian, for whom the only proper attitude is to stand in the shoes of
those brothers and sisters of ours who risk their lives to offer a future to their children. Can we not
realize that this is exactly what Jesus demands of us, when he tells us that in welcoming the stranger
we welcome him..."
Pope Francis in Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate para.102 (2018)
(On the call to Holiness in today’s world)
Available to download at: http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/
documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html
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Rana Plaza 5th Anniversary Taking Stock:
What’s been accomplished; What needs to be done?
Five years have passed since the collapse of the Rana Plaza factory complex
in Bangladesh resulting in over 1,100 garment workers killed and 2,600
injured. This massive tragedy drew attention to pervasive human rights
abuses in the garment sector, as well as the failure of the Bangladesh
government and corporations sourcing there to create workplaces that
respect and protect the lives of workers, and mitigate the risk to
companies and their investors.
Immediately following the collapse, the Bangladesh Accord on Fire and Building Safety was established as a
model for collective action between brands and retailers sourcing in Bangladesh, as well as global and local
trade unions, and NGOs, to inspect the country’s apparel factories and implement necessary reforms to safeguard workers.
Led by the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility, the Bangladesh Investor initiative, an investor
coalition comprising 250 institutional investors representing over $4.5 trillion in assets under management,
was formed in May of 2013 to urge a strong corporate response to Rana Plaza including participation in the
Accord. Further, in their engagements with companies the investors made four main recommendations:
•
Join the legally binding Accord on Fire and Building Safety (Accord) signed by trade unions, brands and
retailers with NGOs as witness signatories;
•
Commit to strengthening local trade unions and ensuring a living wage for all workers including
through their engagement with the Bangladesh government;
•
Publicly disclose all their suppliers including those from Bangladesh;
•
Ensure that appropriate grievance mechanisms and effective remedies, including compensation, are in
place for affected workers and families.
The investors argue that supply chain transparency is critical to safeguarding worker safety and employer
responsibility since visibility into extended supply chains, including sub-contractors, is a precondition to
identifying risks, including safety, forced labour, harassment, discrimination & denial of the freedom of association.
The Accord model has proven to be effective due to the binding nature of the agreement, and a governance
structure that has equal representation of brands and trade unions with an independent chair from the
International Labor Organization.
Investors have been pressing companies and their boards to take the 'high road' to enable factories to pay
fair wages and comply with workplace human rights standards, including freedom of association and
collective bargaining.
“Investors have the ability to influence company directors. This means that moral responsibilities accompany
the rights we enjoy as shareholders,” said Steve Waygood, Chief Responsible Investment Officer, Aviva
Investors. “The casual disregard for employee welfare demonstrated by the directors involved in the Rana
Plaza catastrophe should be unacceptable to anyone. As institutional investors, we should challenge
corruption and exploitation in all its forms wherever we find it. Ensuring we motivate the right kinds of
corporate behavior is part of our own duty to our clients.”
While the investors are pleased with progress made by the Accord, they emphasise that the job of remediating
all the issues is far from done and will continue to urge those companies that have not signed on to the 2018
Accord and its three-year extension to do so.
“It has been five years since the nightmare that took place at Rana Plaza, and while significant progress has
been made by the Accord to address the root causes of the tragedy, we must not forget that these workplace risks persist in many sectors across the globe,” said Sr. Barbara Aires of the Sisters of Charity of
St.Elizabeth, NJ. “The moral and business imperative for corporations to pre-empt these risks by implementing
comprehensive safeguards throughout their supply chains is clear. As investors and stakeholders, we will
continue to monitor progress on these concerns in the Bangladesh apparel sector and beyond".
http://iccr.org/sites/default/files/resources_attachments/2018_5th_anniversary_ranaplaza_statement_final_0.pdf

Institutional investors include our pension funds & insurance companies, we can all ask questions
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Greenpeace petition calls on UK supermarkets to go
plastic-free. By ending plastic packaging, supermarkets
have the power to lead the way in dramatically reducing
the amount of single-use plastic produced.
UK supermarket Iceland has announced plans for their
own-brand packaging to go plastic-free. Call on UK
supermarkets to end throwaway plastic packaging:
https://secure.greenpeace.org.uk/plastic-free-supermarket-ef

Plastic food packaging

Environmental Policy for Middlesborough Diocese
Inspired by Pope Francis' Laudato Si',
Produced by Middlesbrough Justice and Peace Commission
The policy will be distributed to schools and parishes throughout
the diocese and is intended as a catalyst for action. It contains
suggestions for action on an individual, parish and diocesan level.

Speakers applauding the initiative were
Ellen Teague of the Columbans
& local MP Rachael Maskell,

Stalls at the launch included alternatives to the plastic which is now so much in the news,
green energy, protection of bees, Fair Trade, Eating less Meat, CAFOD/ Live Simply. Posters by
All Saints School on the importance of reducing waste and recycling provided an appropriate
backdrop. Action by York's St George's School to ban single use plastic, recycle batteries and
plant trees was affirmed. More broadly, the Commission will stay in touch with the Global
Catholic Climate Movement which is playing a leading role in the Catholic response to Climate
Change.
Bishop Terence Drainey of Middlesbrough said on Sunday:
"I am very grateful to the Middlesbrough Diocesan Justice and Peace Commission for offering
to us this environment policy, so easily accessible and attractively produced. It is based on the
document of Pope Francis, Laudato Si', On Care for our Common Home. This Encyclical is so
rich in wisdom and insight and develops the guidance of previous popes on Ecology deeply
rooted in the Christian tradition. I commend this work to all the people of our diocese and
beyond, to our parishes and schools in particular, in the hope that it will encourage us all to
pray, reflect and engage in action to better care for our God-given Earth."
Read full report by Margaret Blatchford , member of Middlebrough Diocese Justice and Peace
Commission at: https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/34761
On “Creation Day” -1st September 2018
the Bishops of England and Wales will
be launching “Global Healing” film as a
foundation for a practical response from
individuals, families, parishes & dioceses.
Resources will be available from August
on www.ourcommonhome.co.uk
“Evidence is constantly increasing which shows the urgency now required to reverse the damage to
our planet. Pope Francis speaks of hope and confidence that we can achieve this change but it is for
everyone to be recognising the practical possibilities that each one of us has, even in our daily
routines and choices to achieve Global Healing.”
Bishop John Arnold Salford Diocese
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Gaudete et Exsultate -Rejoice and be glad- A call to holiness in today’s world
In April Pope Francis issued his fifth major document since
beginning his papacy. It is largely a sustained meditation on
the Beatitudes and how they can be lived out here and now.
It is called Gaudete et Exsultate (Rejoice and be glad);
and its subtitle is A call to holiness in today’s world.
So what, according to Francis, does it mean to be holy
Susy Boulard, from CAFOD Theology team, highlights some key points
According to Francis, if you are by nature timid, morose, acerbic or melancholy, prone to put on a dreary face or
swoon in a mystic rapture then you are heading in the wrong direction! Here are four ways of being holy that Francis
advocates. I think they will be particularly pertinent to you as a CAFOD supporter:
1. Live out your faith in a practical way- Pope Francis always stresses that we must live out our faith in a practical
way (#109). This means, that in our lives and in our work, we are urged to labour “with integrity and skill in the
service” of our brothers and sisters (#14).
Put your faith into action. Sign up to receive our monthly emails about how you can get involved in our latest campaigns.
We are encouraged to open our eyes, ears and hearts, to allow ourselves to be unsettled by the words of the Gospel
so as to expand our often limited horizons and ways of doing things (#137, #172). This might mean, for instance,
challenging our culture of consumerism. Consumerism “only bloats the heart” (# 128). What a great image! Perhaps
we can encourage our communities to live more simply? Find out how to become a Livesimply award community
2. Progressing in holiness -Pope Francis insists that we will know when we are progressing in holiness when we
recognise the face of God not only in those like us, and those we like, but in everyone, “especially the least, the most
vulnerable, the defenceless and those in need” (#61). He gives the example of coming across a homeless person,
someone on the margins – how do we react?
Perhaps we feel they are simply someone else’s problem, an annoyance which disturbs our day. If we see them with
the eyes of faith, however, the person on the margins becomes “a human being with a dignity identical to my own…
an image of God” (#98).
The culture we live in would prefer to turn away from painful, disturbing situations (#75). We are called instead to
face these square on and work tirelessly against situations of social injustice (# 99, # 101). For instance, in the case of
refugees and asylum-seekers, are we able to authentically “stand in the shoes of those brothers and sisters of ours
who risk their lives to offer a future to their children” (#102)? Many CAFOD supporters have already walked in
solidarity with their brothers and sisters throughout the world….will you? Find out how to walk in solidarity with
millions of migrants
3. How is holiness manifested? - According to Pope Francis, holiness is manifested in our ability to feel compassion
for others, not just those geographically near us, but also those far away. I remember being so impressed by the
response of CAFOD supporters. They signed petitions in parishes and sent emails before Christmas, in response to
the plight of the Mauá community in São Paulo. They were going to be evicted from their homes. The eviction was
suspended as a result of the campaign! A concrete example for me of how the CAFOD family felt compassion “in such
a way that all distance” vanished (#76).
4. Discernment— As you would expect from a Jesuit Pope, there is a strong emphasis on discernment. Each person is
expected not just to imitate the saints, but to find their own calling, their own path to holiness. One thing we are
called to, however, is prayer.
We are all asked to deepen our relationship with God. We achieve that through listening and being attentive to his
voice. And we can pray for others. Far from being a distraction, “intercessory prayer is an expression of our fraternal
concern for others, since we are able to embrace their lives, their deepest troubles and their loftiest dreams” (#154).
Read CAFOD share the journey prayer
In conclusion, Pope Francis acknowledges that “the Beatitudes are not easy to live out” (#91). Our faith is supposed
to challenge and disturb us, to take us beyond the comfortable and easy. Yet God is with us always as we seek to live
out the Gospel and to love our neighbour as ourselves. What is required is “boldness and apostolic courage” (# 131).
God might ask everything of us, but he also gives everything to us (# 175).
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Soil: The Forgotten Resource
By Shirley Russo on presentation by Jen Jones

Essentially, all life depends
upon the soil, …there can be
no soil without life and no
life without soil; they have
evolved together”. Charles
Kelloggs (1938)

On 5th February, St. Wilfrid’s hosted a presentation, by Jen Jones, as
part of our Live Simply Campaign. Jen completed her PhD in peat and
organic soil, has thirty years of teaching at undergraduate level under
her belt, and still lectures one day a week at Chester University. She is
chair of the Northern Soil Council and was invited by Fr. Gerry O’Mahony SJ to give a talk to our parish.
Jen classes herself as a soil scientist and prefers to refer to soil as Brown Gold. She gave an outstanding
presentation which really made the audience sit up and listen, and to certainly look at soil in a very
different way. The meeting was opened with an ice breaker, whereby Jen asked the audience to
choose a word that they associated with soil. Various words were put forward, such as mud and dirt,
but soil is so much more than this.
Soil is a land based natural capital. Jen explained the various processes of soil and the stories that
soil has to tell us. Sadly, we are all very soil blind, but not to worry, Jen put us back on track. She
divulged little nuggets of soil facts, such as, soil is not a renewable resource and it takes thousands
of years to form 1cm of soil.
Soil is finite. Questions were raised on how are we going to replace it and sustain it. Soil is so much
more than you think: it is home to a multitude of plant life and invertebrates, it is a food source for
the earth’s population of approximately 9.2 billion people, forensics teams analyse it, soil retains
rain water, and in many countries it is a building material. It carries nutrients, and presents different
challenges throughout the world, depending on the individual country or hemisphere. A teaspoon of
soil carries as many healthy organisms as there are people on earth. Climate change can impact on
soil, as can be seen with the Californian forest fires of 2017, which were followed by mud slides carrying away those all important nutrients.
Soil is the largest store of terrestrial carbon and land mismanagement can increase CO2 emissions.
Peat bogs release CO2 adding to the greenhouse effect. Can we use soil to reduce the CO2? Perhaps,
this is something for us to consider.
Let’s take care of our soil – the Caress of God.
Soil issues today
Threats to soil are contamination and degradation. Degradation of soil costs £315 million per year to
the UK. One third of all the soil on earth is degraded due to agriculture, which causes a loss of
approximately twenty four billion tonnes per year. On a global scale, 75% of farmland in Africa is
severely degraded and South America is suffering from 68% soil erosion.
There are seventeen
Sustainable Development
Goals proposed by the
United Nations,
which include:

No poverty
Sustainable cities Repairable consumption
Zero hunger
Climate action
Health and wellbeing
Life below water
Clean water and sanitation
Life on Land
Decent growth and economic wealth

Pope Francis’ encyclical,
Laudato Sí - Care of Our Common Home, mentions soil in paragraph 2, where it states, “violence present in
our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in the water, in
the air and in all forms of life. This is why the earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most
abandoned and maltreated of our poor; she ‘groans in travail’ (Rom8:22) We have forgotten that we ourselves are dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our very bodies are made up of her elements, we breathe her air
and we receive life and refreshment from her waters.”
So what can we do? Raise Awareness — share this article. Start at home – look after your gardens.
Driveways are destructive to soil so keep them to a minimum, or watch the flooding in your
streets when the rain has nowhere to go! Watch what you buy and eat.
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EU bans bee-harming neonics: The European Commission has voted in favour of a ban on
bee-harming neonicotinoids on all outdoor crops. The UK and Europe listened to the public
and overwhelming scientific evidence on the harm bees and other pollinators face from
neonics. But there's still work to do till bees are safe. The government must do more to help
farmers adopt pollinator-friendly ways of farming.
You can make a difference too - help experts learn more about British bees, and join the
Great British Bee Count 2018 -Friends of the Earth bee survey from 17 May to 30 June 2018,
and discover how to help bumblebees and solitary bees this summer. The free app will help
you identify and record different species. You'll also get a handy bee-friendly plant guide, and
tips for creating pollinator habitats.
Find out more at: https://friendsoftheearth.uk/bee-count
The Great British Bee Count is supported by Buglife, and sponsored by Ecotalk, a new mobile
service powered by green energy, which uses your money to buy land to give back to nature.

Find out about Britain's amazing bees
Did you know that 270 species of bee
have been recorded in Britain?

It's not just about the honey There are
26 species of bumblebee in Britain and
just one honey bee - Apis mellifera.

Spot the difference
Can you tell a Brown carder
from a Shrill carder bee?

What is the Bee Cause?
Britain’s bees are in trouble. 35 UK bees species are under threat of extinction, and all species
face serious threats. Right now, they need us almost as much as we need them.
The decline in bees' diversity and abundance would have a serious impact on how our natural
world functions. This includes our food crops. Bees pollinate much of the food that makes our
diets healthy and tasty – from the apple in our lunchbox, to the tomatoes on our pizza.
Friends of the Earth launched the Bee Cause in 2012 to reverse bee decline in the UK and
produced Creating a Buzz! A toolkit for action by faith-based groups working for bees and
other pollinators available at https://cdn.friendsoftheearth.uk/sites/default/files/downloads/Creating%20a%20Buzz%20%20A%20toolkit%20for%20action%20by%20faith-based%20groups%20working%20for%20bees%20and%20other%20pollinators.pdf

CAFOD Resources & Learning Zone for volunteers is now live
An online portal to easily find resources, take part in online learning
modules and be informed about upcoming events.
To stay connected with the wider CAFOD community and hear more
about CAFOD’s work in the UK and overseas by joining an online talk.
Whether you are interested in a campaigning action, looking for a
parish resource or searching for an assembly for your next school
visit, you can find everything you need here.
https://cafod.org.uk/Volunteer/Volunteer-resources
www.cafod.org.uk
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Reflection on Christian attitude to slavery
Book of Exodus ch.5 v. 1 –ch. 6 v.1 & St Matthew Gospel chapter 10, verses 16-22
Readings are tough. How the Israelite slaves, foreigners in Egypt, were treated is appalling.
Fortunately, that’s in the past. Slavery has been abolished. We’d like to think so. But the recent
official survey gave an estimate of slaves throughout the world in tens of millions. The same survey
has 13,000 in conditions of slavery in this country, now. Two weeks ago Boko Haram again took girls
from a school in northern Nigeria into slavery. Even so, there’s no actual slave trade now. Yes there
is: There is a slave market in Libya.
What is the Christian attitude to slavery? It’s obvious, isn’t it. There should be none. In the early days
of Christianity, at the time St Matthew was writing his Gospel, Christians may not have advocated
freeing slaves, but they did treat slaves as equals (it was yet another way that they were seen as a
threat to Roman society and the Empire).
And later? We all know that Christians - the Danes, the Portuguese, the Dutch and we, the British were slave traders and owners. Our forefathers did not even treat the slaves as equals.
I’m just back from Ghana, from Cape Coast. Cape Coast Castle was, for a considerable period, part of
the Atlantic slave trade. Here, in its two underground caverns, 30 ft by 30 ft - ventilated in each
section only by a high-up, small, solitary gap in the wall, 1,000 male slaves were kept, for up to three
months, until the next ship came to transport those who survived across the ocean. They were fed
and watered just enough to keep alive; they excreted and were sick where they lay, five hundred
squashed in each cavern. Above the heads of those 500 in the first cavern was the chapel. As the
congregation sang their hallelujahs, the slaves below suffered appallingly. There were two
inspection hatches set at the top of each chamber. One of these was right at the entrance to the
chapel. As a woman walking past, your skirt would brush the hatch. If the slaves were noisy during
chapel, the hatch was opened and they were commanded into silence. To the worshippers, as to the
SS-ers in charge of concentration camps during the Second World War, those whom they imprisoned
were barely considered human; they were untermensch.
But the Second World War is over. The slave trade is over, and Christians among our forefathers did
become the first to agitate against the trade, and we the British were active in stopping it (at least,
the Atlantic Slave Trade). And, more recently, all the Ghanaian chiefs, the great majority Christian,
came together and acknowledged and bewailed their complicity and culpability in the trade. In the
end, humanity won. The love of Christ in the abolitionist movement did stop the horrors.
But is humanity as a whole any better now?
Jesus instructs his disciples to go out and spread the word of love. He does not mince words. He
paints the worst-case scenario to the disciples. His truth-telling is to make them face up to reality.
What he warns about, will happen, even down to families being split by Christianity. It could, and it
did. We’ve only to think of countries now where one person within a family converts and is
murdered for it. Brother would and does give brother, sister, daughter, over to death.
Churchill – like Jesus in the Gospel passage - was a famous truth-teller in the same way: all he could
offer us in the Second World War was blood, sweat and tears. He, too, did not mince words. Did that
weaken people? Far from it. They faced reality, as did the disciples, and it gave courage.
What about us? What are we to do about the human condition where it fails? Is there anything that
we can do? We can be aware, not close our eyes, shouldn’t be paralysed by a sense of futility. We
can pray for those who suffer, pray for change to come about. When the Pharoah was at his
cruellest, Moses prayed, he spoke to God despairingly, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharoah and
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ God said ‘I will be with you.’ And God was. And at last the Pharoah
did let the Israelites go.
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Where we can, we can act, too, in our own small way. Think of the Benedictine motto, ‘Laborare est
orare’ To labour, to act – with God in your heart - is prayer. Jesus didn’t go to those socially/sexually/
spiritually assaulted, ‘I feel sorry for your pain.’ He took them by the hand, lifted them to their feet and
set them on a new path. God has commanded that love is the principle to guide our actions, and in the
end God has promised to wipe away our tears. We are to live in reality.
If we’re on the Lord’s side, it can be as basic as thinking about what we buy. It can be as basic as
speaking up when we see injustice done. It can be as basic as stopping for a word when we see a beggar
on the street. We must never walk over suffering fellow human beings beneath our feet while we sing
Halleluja. If we know we are loved by God, we can look for Christ’s face in the face of every human being.
A friend of ours, Madeleine, who’s in her early twenties, is working with refugees in London, struggling
to cope with officialdom and with life here. She is coming close to despairing. I’d like to read from a
letter that we received a couple of weeks ago from her:
‘It’s all so bleak,’ she writes.
‘There’s a metaphor about a beach. A person walks down to a beach and finds it covered in turtles.
Thousands of them. She starts throwing them back into the sea and someone comes over and says,
“What are you doing? You can’t save them all. You can’t make a difference.” The woman picks up a
turtle and throws it into the sea. “I made a difference to that one.” She picks up another “and that one.”
‘I feel a bit like I’m on the beach moving turtles but none of them are quite making it to sea. And when
they do, the sea is full of sharks. Or they just wash up on the beach again. And, meanwhile, the beach is
full of people moving the turtles away from the sea, saying that the turtles need to learn, the turtles
must help themselves. And now I’m on the beach I can see thousands of other beaches, I can see so
many sharks, and I’m just thinking “someone needs to restructure the whole ocean.”
It’s hard to be on the beach every day. ‘Yet I pick up a turtle and throw it into the sea and perhaps it
evades the sharks and swims. ‘I made a difference to that one.’
And again. One by one. If we know that we are loved by God, we can live out love and hope.
Jan Michael

7:30pm 19th June
Cornerstones
Sulyard Street
Lancaster
LA1 1PX
All Welcome
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HAVE A CLIMATE HEART-TO-HEART WITH
YOUR MP THIS SUMMER
Speak Up-Week30th June –8th July
This summer be part of something incredible: a national
conversation on how climate change is affecting the life
we love. More and more of us are feeling the effects of
climate change on our everyday lives, but when we
Pope Francis says, “Bring the whole
Speak Up together we can create a powerful and unified
human family together . . .
voice that our MPs will want to join.
for we know that things can
THE SPEAK UP WEEK IS FOR EVERYONE
change." (Laudato Si’, 13)
Whether this is your first time talking about climate
As Catholics, we’re called to preserve the
change or you're on first-name terms with your MP, the
good gift of creation and to protect the
Speak Up Week is for everyone—and the best news is,
vulnerable people who share it.
there's absolutely no wrong way to get involved!
We have the power to answer the call.
Let your creativity fly by hosting an event as unique as
There are 1.2 billion of us Catholics.
you are—take your MP on a tour of an incredible local
We can make a big impact if we act toenergy project, host a fair in the park and invite the engether. Protect creation
tire neighbourhood, or partner with your local football
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/
team to show how climate change is affecting your
favourite sport—or keep it small and simple by visiting
your MP at their surgery or gathering your closest friends
for a tea party. So long as you're speaking up, no event or
conversation is too big or small.
There will be resources to help you at www.cafod.org.uk
and https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/speakupweek

The Bishops of England and Wales will hold a National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress
in Liverpool from Friday the 7th until Sunday the 9th of September
Congress Programme
Friday 7th – talks & workshops £40 per person. More information will come from the
Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales (CBCEW) about the content of the
Friday talks and workshops. Catechists, clergy, chaplains, school staff and musicians
are the audience for these talks.
Saturday 8th – all day event at the Liverpool Echo Arena. £40 per person with keynote
speaker Bishop Robert Barron (Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles).
Sunday 9th – 9:30 & 11am Masses at the Metropolitan Cathedral with a Eucharistic
Procession at 12:30pm. These Masses require tickets because of delegate numbers.
Not everybody will be able to have seats for the Arena
there will be many great events on Saturday 8th September which are free and open to all
These will take place in all the churches and venues around the city centre. There will be exhibitions on
archived history of church in this country during penal and more recent times and another on eucharistic
miracles, a chance to hear Jimmy McGovern explain how he came to write the series ‘Broken’ and what he
based the script on, a ‘Nightfever’ drop in for young adults , and lots of workshops talks and events as well
as opportunities for prayer and adoration. All of these will provide opportunities for all ages to be involved
in what will be the most significant gathering of the church in this country to celebrate and reflect and pray
together in recent times.
Programme will be available soon
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SPEAKERS:
Rev Al Barrett , David McLoughlin,
Sarah Teather, John Grogan MP,
The Conference will be chaired by Housing Justice
CELEBRANT: Fr Colum Kelly, Apostleship of the Sea port
chaplain for Immingham.
PLUS *Just Fair Market Place* *Workshops* *Festival*
Includes Programmes for Children and Young People
Information and booking forms available at: www.justice-andpeace.org.uk/conference/
Or for more information contact: The Administrator, NJPN, 39
Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX
Tel: 020 7901 4864; Email: admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk
Registered Charity no: 1114947 Company no: 5036866
www.justice-and-peace.org.uk

Cumbrian Christians for Creation Care (CC4CC) is an Ecumenical Group reporting to the CTiC Social
Responsibility Fo-rum. It aims to inform and encourage our churches about our mission to nurture
and protect our world - our “common home” as Pope Francis called it. However, although we are
ecumenical in name, at present our membership is mostly Anglican. We welcome new members to
our group, particularly from non-Anglican churches. We especially welcome people who can help us
improve our outreach via the internet and social media. If you are interested, please contact:
Ian James (dr.i.n.james@btinternet.com) or Pam Martin (pammartin47@gmail.com).
Caring for Our Common Home: An action plan for Christians in Cumbria
http://www.churchestogethercumbria.co.uk/home/814-care-for-our-common-home.html
http://www.churchestogethercumbria.co.uk/living-lightly
Blog: https://caringforourcommonhome.wordpress.com/
Lancaster Palestine Solidarity Campaign PSC
Meeting with Ben Jamal, Director of National PSC.
on Tuesday May 22 at 7:30 pm
In Cornerstones
Sulyard Street, Lancaster LA1 1PX

Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands Cumbria LA11 7NH
Retreats and Reflections
18th – 23rd May Two Wings & Some Prayers!
Info at: www.boarbankhall.org.uk/events
or contact Sr Margaret on margaret@boarbankhall.org.uk

They will Inherit the Earth:
Peace and Non-violence in the age of climate change
by John Dear Orbis Books
In the Beatitudes, Jesus says of the meek, “they will inherit the earth.” Meekness,
John Dear argues, is the biblical word for nonviolence. He makes the connection
Jesus makes at the start of his Sermon on the Mount between our practice of
nonviolence and our unity with creation: our rejection of nonviolence is inevitably
linked to the catastrophic effects of climate change and environment
ruin. Drawing on personal stories of his life in the desert of New Mexico, his time
as a chaplain at Yosemite, his friendship with indigenous and environmental
leaders, his experience at the Standing Rock protests, as well as his work with the
Vatican on a new stance on nonviolence, John Dear invites us to return to
nonviolence as a way of life and a living solidarity with Mother Earth and her creatures.
John Dear is a priest, activist, and lecturer, who has dedicated his life to the pursuit of peace. His many books
include Thomas Merton, Peacemaker (2015) and Lazarus, Come Forth! (2011), both Orbis. He was nominated
by Archbishop Desmond Tutu for the Nobel Peace Prize. He lives in New Mexico
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Take part in CAFOD’s Share the Journey campaign.
Inspired by Pope Francis’ special concern for people on the move, CAFOD are urging Britain to play
a leading role in the forthcoming global compacts
on migration and refugees at the United Nations in
September. CAFOD are inviting parishes, schools
and groups to join us in a walk around the world to
urge world leaders to step up to protect rights of
refugees and migrants.
Share the Journey walk within your parish, or to
simply encourage people to take part in a ‘Walk to
Church Sunday.’ You can do this at any point
throughout the year, but many are choosing to do
theirs to coincide with the
Share the Journey ‘Week of Action’, which runs from 18-24 June.
Although the distance of your parish walk may be small, others across England and Wales are walking too. Together, we hope to walk 24,900 miles – the distance around the whole world. This walk
is a gesture of solidarity, a chance to reflect and an opportunity to send a powerful message that
world leaders need to step up to support people forced to flee.
After the walk, we’re asking people to sign our petition/action card asking the Prime Minister to ensure that the UK takes a lead during UN refugee negotiations. Campaign cards can be ordered here
• And finally the parish walk organiser would log the numbers/age groups/total miles of everyone
taking part on a form and add the data to the online totaliser
All resources and material for reflection available at
Share the Journey resources at https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Share-the-Journey

Events & Opportunities for Awareness Raising
14-20th May

Christian Aid Week christianaid.org.uk

15th May

Conscientious Objectors Day paxchristi.org.uk

16 May

Is A More Peaceful World Possible? Prof Paul Rogers -7:30pm St Mary & St Michaels Settle

18-23rd May

Two Wings and some prayers –holiday retreat Boarbank Hall Cumbria

22nd May

Ben Jamal Director of National PSC, 7:30 pm Cornerstones Lancaster

2 June

Pax Christi AGM Leicester paxchristi.org.uk

5 June

World Development Day unep.org.uk/wed

17 June

Day for Life dayforlife.org

19th June

Hope for Justice –talk by Rachel Jobes 7:30 pm Cornerstones Lancaster

18-24 June

Refugee Week refugeeweek.org.uk

26th June

“Eucharist-the new heavens and the new earth” 7pm Lancaster University

30-8th July

Speak Up Week for the climate

3rd July

“Sacrament of Charity” 7:30pm St Clare’s Preston

20-22nd July

NJPN 40th Annual Conference see p.13

22-26th August World Meeting of Families Dublin http://worldmeeting2018.ie/en
7-9th Sept.

Eucharistic Congress Liverpool see p.12
Lancaster Diocesan Faith & Justice Commission email: lfjcmm@gmail.com
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