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Keynote	Speakers:	

Miglena	Nikolchina,	University	of	Sofia	

Eivind	Engebretsen,	University	of	Oslo	

	

Miglena	Nikolchina,	 is	professor	at	the	Department	of	Literary	History	and	Theory	at	Sofia	University,	
Bulgaria.	 She	 received	her	PhD	 in	Philosophy	 from	Sofia	University,	Bulgaria,	 in	 1984,	 and	her	PhD	 in	
English	 from	 the	University	of	Western	Ontario,	Canada,	 in	1993.	She	was	Director	of	 the	Program	 for	
Gender	and	Culture	at	CEU,	Budapest,	Hungary,	and	visiting	 fellow	at	 the	 Institute	 for	Advanced	Study,	
Princeton,	 New	 Jersey,	 USA.	 She	 has	 published,	 among	 other	 works,	Matricide	 in	 Language:	 Writing	
Theory	 in	 Kristeva	 and	 Woolf	 (The	 Other	 Press,	 2004)	 and	 Lost	 Unicorns	 of	 the	 Velvet	 Revolutions:	
Heterotopias	 of	 the	 Seminar	 (Fordham	 University	 Press	 2013).	 In	 this	 book	 Nikolchina	 traces	 the	
evolution	of	the	seminar	into	a	social	movement,	pointing	to	a	genuinely	alternative	world	to	the	Western	
academy	where	oral	discourse	and	dialogism	replace	readymade	critical	tropes.	As	literary	historian	and	



theoretician	Nikolchina’s	research	engages	the	interactions	of	literature,	philosophy,	political	studies,	and	
feminism.	

Eivind	Engebretsen,	is	professor	at	the	Department	of	Health	Sciences	at	University	of	Oslo.	His	field	of	
research	is	the	social	epistemology	of	medical	knowledge,	and	questions	concerning	power	and	
governance	in	health	care,	especially	neoliberal	expressions	of	power	in	global	health.	Engebretsen	
mirrors	the	spread	of	interest	in	Kristeva's	work	outside	of	the	humanities	and	into	the	fields	of	health	
and	care.	His	field	of	expertise	is	the	social	epistemology	of	medical	knowledge,	i.e.	the	production,	use	
and	flow	of	medical	knowledge	in	society	and	he	heads	a	research	group	on	knowledge	translation	and	
implementation	(KNOWIT).	Engebretsen	is	the	author	of	more	than	50	peer	reviewed	publications	which	
include	contributions	in	the	most	prestigious	journals	within	the	fields	(eg.	The	Lancet	and	Social	
History).	Engebretsen	has	worked	with	Kristeva's	theories	during	many	years	and	was	the	organizer	of	
the	Kristeva	Days	in	Oslo	in	2009.	His	international	experience	also	includes	several	years	as	lecturer	and	
guest	researcher	at	French	universities.		

	

	
Please	 submit	 abstracts	 (500-750	words)	 on	 any	 topic	 related	 to	 the	work	 of	 Julia	 Kristeva,	 to	
kristevacircle@gmail.com.	 We	 welcome	 submissions	 from	 across	 all	 disciplines.	 Themes	 could	
vary	from	the	study	of	Kristeva's	relevance	in	the	arts,	philosophy,	theology,	disability	studies	etc.	
to	 the	 study	 of	 central	 themes	 in	 Kristeva's	 work:	 abjection,	 melancholy,	 transference	 etc.	
Abstracts	should	be	suitable	for	blind	review;	include	a	separate	document	with	name,	paper	title,	
affiliation,	and	contact	information.	The	deadline	for	abstracts	is	March	15,	2016.	
	
The	Kristeva	Circle	supports	research	on	or	influenced	by	philosopher,	psychoanalyst	and	novelist	
Julia	 Kristeva.	 Our	 mission	 is	 to	 establish	 and	 advance	 Kristeva	 scholarship	 nationally	 and	
internationally.	The	meeting	in	2016	is	organized	by	Carin	Franzén	(carin.franzen@liu.se),	Cecilia	
Sjöholm	(cecilia.sjoholm@sh.se)	and	Claudia	Lindén	(claudia.linden@sh.se).	For	more	information	
about	The	Kristeva	Circle,	please	visit	our	website:	www.kristevacircle.org.	
	
	


