
2026 Kristeva Circle 

 

Friday, October 23 

8AM - 9AM Registration & Refreshments 

9AM - 10:20AM Session 1: On Gender and Sexuality  

 

“Maintaining Dejection and Refusing Coherence, Trans Theory and Anarchitecture” 

Cora Sommer, University at Buffalo 

 

“The Denial of Desire: Unmaking Masculinity, Melancholia & the Abject in Isaac Julien’s Frantz Fanon: 

Black Skin, White Masks (1995)” 

Vasantha Sambamurti, Tufts University  

 

“The Wounded Stranger: Julia Kristeva and Pedro Lemebel’s Foreign Identity” 

Aeva Milos, Independent Scholar 

 

Moderator: Shawn G. F. Huberdeau 

10:20AM - 10:30AM Break 

10:30AM - NOON Session 2: On Aesthetic Forms 

 

“The Anorganic Queen: Anti-Abjection, Stabat Mater, and the Maternal Body in Trumpian” 

Katarzyna Zyń, University of Warsaw & University of Graz* 

 

“Title” 

Camille Carter, University at Buffalo 

 

“Primordial Writing of the Timeless” 

Megan Hirner, University at Buffalo and the Bard Prison Initiative 

 

Moderator: Aeva Milos  



NOON - 1:10PM Lunch 

1:10PM - 2:50PM Session 3: Critical Retrievals of Marxism, Materialism, and the Body in Kristeva 

 

“Human qua Signifying-System”  

Shawn G. F. Huberdeau, Villanova University 

 

“Death drive and the suicidal character of capitalist production”  

everet e. smith, Emory University 

 

"Souls as countries: faith, materialism, and speculative biography"  

Lillian Phillips, University of Melbourne 

 

"Death drive and the domestic scene in Kristeva, Klein, and Social Reproduction theory"  

Daniel Allen, Independent Scholar 

 

Moderator: Brooke A. Finley  

2:50PM - 3:00PM Break 

3:00 PM - 4:20PM Session 4: Kristevan Readings of Novels 

 

“Abjection and Female Subjectivity in The Moth-Eaten Howdah of the Tusker: A Psychoanalytic 

Reading of the Theoretical Framework of Julia Kristeva ” 

Hirumoni Kalita, Independent Scholar* 

 

“The ‘White Fright’ of Suburban Decay and Racialized Abjection in Contemporary American Horror 

Cinema” 

William Magrino, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

 

“Open Wounds and Embodied Love: Loneliness and Desire in Ishiguro’s Klara and the Sun” 

Ruth Y. Jenkins, California State University, Fresno & 



Emily Jenkins-Moses, Carleton University 

 

Moderator: Charlie Geyer  

4:20PM - 4:30PM Break 

4:30PM - 6:00PM Keynote #1 

 

"Building Wounded Worlds: Disability Beyond Abjection" 

 

Melinda C. Hall, University of Central Florida 

 

Moderator: Ewa Ziarek 

 

Saturday, October 24th 

8AM - 9AM Registration & Refreshments 

9AM - 10:20AM Session 5: On Reproduction 

 

“Abjection, Ideology, and Social Reproduction” 

Purnima Tulsyan, The New School  

 

“Perinatality and Political Embodiment in Kristeva” 

Melady Elifritz, Marquette University, Midwives College of Utah  

 

“At the Edge of the Body: Horror, Abjection, and the Nursing Workforce Crisis” 

Brooke A. Finley, Independent Scholar 

 

Moderator: everet e. smith  

10:20AM - 10:30AM Break 



10:30AM - 11:30AM Keynote #2 

  

Agata Araszkiewicz* 

 

Moderator: Fernanda Negrete 

11:30AM- 12:30PM Lunch 

12:30PM - 1:50PM Session 6: Towards Love and Desire 

 

“Psychoanalysis, Mysticism, Embodiment” 

Kamla Persaud, University at Buffalo 

 

“The Primal Wound: Sexual Difference and Embodied Sovereignty in the Song of Songs” 

Allison Pomeroy, Boston College 

 

“Speech, Image, and Sign in Kristeva’s Polyphonic Logics” 

Emilia Angelova, Concordia University, Montreal 

 

Moderator: Daniel Allen  

1:50PM - 2:00PM Break 

2:00PM - 3:20PM Session 7: Transgressing Borders 

 

“Abject Blackness: Kristeva, Fanon, and the Racial Body as Zone of Expulsion” 

Monosree Chakraborty, Independent Scholar* 

 

“The Wound and the Without” 

Sylas Fontenot, Concordia University 

 

“An Aesthetics of Bordering: Reading Kristeva with Rancière” 

Charlie Geyer, Davidson College 



 

Moderator: Sid Hansen  

3:20PM - 3:30PM Break 

3:30PM - 5:00PM Keynote #3 

 

“The Sense and Nonsense of Revolt”  

David Marriott, Emory University 

 

Moderator: Elisabeth Paquette 

5:00PM - 6:00PM Reception 

 

 *denotes papers that will be delivered on zoom. 

 

 


