
The	Shaping	the	Parish	Prayer	
 

O	God,	you	call	us	to	freedom	and	responsibility	within	communities	of	love;	
May	our	parishes	increase	in	adoration	and	awe,	guide	us	to	real	life,	and	
nurture	us	as	instruments	of	your	love	to	the	world,	through	Jesus	Christ	our	
Lord.	Amen.	

Used	at	the	beginning	of	each	session	in	the	Shaping	the	Parish	program.	

Developed	by	drawing	on	several	saints	of	the	church.		

John	Macquarie's	“freedom	and	responsibility.”		

Evelyn	Underhill’s	“adoration	and	awe”	and	“instruments	of	your	love	to	the	
world.”		

Saint	Augustine's	“real	life.”		

And	the	three	purposes	of	a	parish	church	are	in	the	second	sentence	-	the	
worship	of	God,	the	formation	of	the	people	of	God	for	the	sake	of	the	world,	
and	to	be	a	sanctifying	presence	in	the	larger	community.		
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