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The Raleigh Civil War Round Table meets in the auditor-
ium of Raleighôs Springmoor Life Care Retirement Com-
munity, located at 1500 Sawmill Rd., Raleigh, NC. This 
is in the northeast quadrant of the intersection of Sawmill 
Road and Creedmoor Road, aka NC Hwy 50. Residents 
of Springmoor attend free of charge. 

 

Our May meeting at Springmoor is 
scheduled for Mon., May 11

th
, 2026, 

starting at 6:30 p.m. with socializing 
and light refreshments. The program, 
which begins at 7:00 p.m., features 
Robert M. ñBertò Dunkerly speaking 
on Surrenders of the Civil War. 
 

As the war approached its end, most 
of us know the details of Appomattox 
in Virginia and Bennett Place in North 
Carolina, but what about the other 
surrenders?  Bert will delve into the 

lesser-known surrenders in Alabama, Arkansas, and 
Texas, and discuss how the war ended and how that set 
up the early stages of Reconstruction. 
 

Bertôs presentation focuses on the 
events covered in his book To the 
Bitter End:  Appomattox, Bennett 
Place, and the Surrenders of the 
Confederacy (Emerging Civil War 
Series).  (Savas Beatie, Mar. 19th, 
2015). 
 

Actively involved in historic preserva-
tion and research, Bert Dunkerly is a 
historian, award-winning author, and 
speaker specializing in the American 
Revolution and the Civil War.  He 
holds a degree in History from St. Vincent College and a 
Master's degree in Historic Preservation from Middle 
Tennessee State University. 
 

Bert has worked at 14 different historic sites and is a 
member of the Emerging Civil War Speakers Bureau.  
His research interests include military history, archaeolo- 
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gy, colonial life, and historic commemoration.  He has 
worked at Appomattox Court House National Historical 
Park, and has spent years analyzing the final months of 
the war.  Bert is currently a Park Ranger at Richmond 
National Battlefield Park. 
 

Bert has authored ten books and over twenty articles 
about the Civil War, including several in the Emerging 
Civil War Series.  Dunkerly has served as president of 
the Richmond Civil War Round Table, taught classes at 
the Virginia Museum of History and Culture and at Cen-
tral Virginia Community College.  He also writes for the 
Emerging Civil War and Emerging Revolutionary War 
blogs. 
 

Beyond his writing, he frequently gives presentations and 
book talks at Preservation Virginia and various Civil War 
Round Tables.  Bert has visited over 400 battlefields and 
over 700 historic sites worldwide.  When not reading or 
writing, he enjoys hiking, camping, and photography. 
 

In addition to To the Bitter End, Bert Dunkerlyôs Civil 
War authored or co-authored oeuvre includes the follow-

ing books, listed in reverse chronolog-
ical order: 
 
The Lower Battlefield of Antietam:  
The Forgotten Front of America's 
Bloodiest Day (Civil War Series) 
by Robert M. Dunkerly.  (The History 
Press, Jul. 15

th
, 2025) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Final Bivouac:  The Confeder-
ate Surrender Parade at Appomat-
tox and the Disbanding of the Vir-
ginia Armies, April 10ïMay 20, 
1865 by Chris Calkins, Robert M. 
Dunkerly, et al.  (Savas Beatie, Mar. 
19
th
, 2025) 

Robert M. ñBertò 
Dunkerly 
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https://emergingcivilwar.com/publications/the-emerging-civil-war-series/
https://emergingcivilwar.com/publications/the-emerging-civil-war-series/
https://emergingcivilwar.com/blog/
https://emergingrevolutionarywar.org/
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Force of a Cyclone:  The Battle of 
Stones River, December 31, 1862ï
January 2, 1863 (Emerging Civil 
War Series) by Caroline Ann Davis, 
Robert M. Dunkerly, et al.  (Savas 
Beatie, Jul. 15

th
, 2023) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

"No One Wants to be the Last to 
Die": The Battles of Appomattox, 
April 8-9, 1865 by Chris Calkins, 
Robert M. Dunkerly, et al.  (Savas 
Beatie, Feb. 27

th
, 2023) 

 
 
 
Embattled Capital:  A Guide to 
Richmond During the Civil War 
(Emerging Civil War Series) by 
Robert M. Dunkerly and Doug Cren-
shaw.  (Savas Beatie, Jan. 12

th
, 

2021) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Long Encampment at Seven 
Pines:  June 2-28, 1862 (Emerging 
Civil War Digital Shorts Book 4) by 
Robert M. Dunkerly and Edward S. 
Alexander.  (Emerging Civil War, May 

31
st
, 2017) 

 
 
 
No Turning Back:  A Guide to the 
1864 Overland Campaign, from the 
Wilderness to Cold Harbor, May 4 - 
June 13, 1864 (Emerging Civil War 
Series) by Robert 
M. Dunkerly, Don-
ald C. Pfanz, et al.  
(Savas Beatie, 
April 9

th
, 2014) 

 
 
 
 
The Confederate Surrender at 
Greensboro:  The Final Days of the 
Army of Tennessee, April 1865 by 
Robert M. Dunkerly.  (McFarland & 
Company, Jul. 3rd, 2013) 
 
A full listing of Bertôs Emerging Civil War articles can be 
found here. 

 

Who Really Attended the Surrender 
Meeting in Wilmer McLean's Parlor? 

 

By Bob Graesser, Editor 
 

In keeping with our May speaker's topic of Surrenders 
of the Civil War, I thought it appropriate to ask the 
question "Who actually attended Gen. Robert E. Lee's 
surrender to Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant in the parlor 
of Wilmer McLean's home in Appomattox Court 
House, VA, on April 9

th
, 1865?" 

 

I first collected data by conducting an online focused 
search for documentation and paintings/illustrations de-
scribing who attended the Surrender Meeting.  The re-
sult of the search has been incorporated into three ta-
bles, labeled 1, 2, and 3.  Each table shows the same 
list of alleged attendees in the same order.  The list is 
ordered from top to bottom as to the likelihood that a 
given person was actually in McLeanôs parlor that day.  
The set of most-likely attendees occupies the top half of 
the table with each name presented in Bold Blue.  
 

Table 1 on page 3 shows the list of alleged attendees 
plus the rank and position(s) they held at the time of the 
Meeting.  The people on that list and the order of their 
appearance were all determined from the data collected 
and shown on Table 2 on page 4. 
 

In my research for Table 2, I came across five document 
sources and six painting/illustration sources, each pur-
porting to name the attendees from their point of view.  A 
total of twenty-seven individuals were mentioned as be-
ing in one or more of the eleven groupings by source.  
The column headers for documents, ñAò-òEò, are de-
fined in the Texts Key at the bottom of page 4.  The col-
umn headers for paintings/illustrations, ñFò-òKò, are de-
fined in the Paintings Key on the top of page 5.  A 
thumbnail-sized picture of each painting/illustration is 
included for context.  These paintings/illustrations will be 
found in a larger size later in this article.  The bottom of 
page 5 includes footnotes for a number of the individuals 
for one or more of the groups in which they appear. 
 

After collecting the data on these twenty-seven alleged 
attendees across the eleven sources, for each person I 
then placed an ñXò in each source box where he had 
been mentioned as being a member of that group.  For 
each person, I then added up his ñXòôs and placed that 
number in his ñHitsò column.  If an alleged attendee 
was mentioned by all eleven sources, then he got a per-
fect score of ñ11/11ò. 
 

I then ranked the twenty-seven alleged attendees from 
most mentions to least mentions and sorted the list in 
descending order.  The number of hits per individual 
ranged from eleven down to one.  Nine of the alleged 
attendees were mentioned in all eleven source lists.  We 
can say with confidence that they each were in 
McLeanôs parlor at some point during the Surrender 
Meeting. 
 

But what about the alleged attendees that were only on 
some of the source lists?  One individual had ten hits.  
Another, nine.  That seems safe.  But as we go down the 
sorted list and the number of hits keeps dropping, at 
what point do we draw the line?       (Continued on p. 7Ÿ) 
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Based on the number of attendance list mentions as 
shown in Table 2 on page 4, in addition to Lee and 
Grant, a total of fourteen soldiers, shown in bold blue, 
attended at least some part of the 90 minute Surrender 
Meeting in Wilmer McLeanôs parlor as observers and/or 
witnesses to Leeôs surrender to Grant.  Some stayed only 
a few minutes at the beginning to meet Lee.  Some 
stayed for longer periods of time to observe the negotia-  

tions.  A handful of Grantôs top aides were invited by 
Grant to attend the entire 90 minutes, first to observe the 
negotiations and then to witness Lee and Grant signing 
the final surrender documents.  Some arrived near the 
end just to witness the signing.  Lee, Grant, Marshall, 
and Parker were present in the parlor for the entire time.  
Confederate Lt. Col. Walter H. Taylor plus the ten Union 
solders listed at the bottom of the table did not attend. 

Table 1. Military Ranks & Positions Held by Attendees at the Surrender Meeting in Wilmer 
               McLeanôs Parlor on April 9th, 1865, in the Village of Appomattox Court House, VA 
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Table 2. Frequency of Mention of Attendees at the Surrender Meeting in Wilmer McLeanôs 
Parlor on April 9th, 1865, in the Village of Appomattox Court House, VA 

Key Text Source 

A National Park Service's official list 

B U.S. National Archive's official list 

C 
As one of Grant's aides-de-camp, Horace Porter published a biographical memoir Campaigning with Grant. 
(The Century Co., 1897); this is his first-person list ð the standard against all other first-person lists 

D The Ulysses S. Grant Presidential Library list of primary members serving on his military staff in April 1865 

E 
Article:  Surrender at Appomattox marks beginning of end to Civil War | The United States Army by 
David Vergun (April 7

th
, 2015) 

Table 2.  Texts Key 

https://www.amazon.com/Campaigning-Grant-Annotated-Horace-Porter/dp/1519046596/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
https://www.army.mil/article/145933/surrender_at_appomattox_marks_beginning_of_end_to_civil_war
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Table 2.  Paintings Key (Continued) 

Table 2.  Footnotes 
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Table 3. Various Ranks Held Concurrently by Attendees at the Surrender Meeting in Wilmer 
McLeanôs Parlor on April 9th, 1865, in the Village of Appomattox Court House, VA 

 

For the regular army, promotions during peacetime come 
extremely slowly.  During wartime, promotions can come 
quickly.  So it is that the Civil War soldiers on this list 
could have had up to four concurrent ranks: 
 

Oneôs Active (Volunteer) Rank was the rank held by 
each attendee on April 9

th
, 1865.  If he had been with the 

army prior to the Civil War, he would have a concurrent 
Permanent (Regular Army) Rank.  When peace was 
restored, he would automatically revert back to this rank. 
 

For example, George A. Custer was a brevet (acting) 
major general in the Civil War and reverted to captain 
after the war before eventually being promoted to lieuten-
ant colonel in the Regular Army. 
 

On April 12
th
, 1861, the official size of the U.S standing 

(permanent) Regular Army was 16,402 officers and men. 

Despite this official "paper strength," only approximate-
ly 14,657 personnel were actually present and fit for du-
ty. This small force was largely decentralized, with most 
troops scattered across roughly 80 remote outposts in 
the Western territories to manage frontier defense. 
 

Finally, there were two Brevet Ranks, one for the Vol-
unteer Army and one for Regular Army, in which one 
could receive a commission (promotion) giving a military 
officer higher nominal rank without a concomitant bump 
in pay.  This was usually given for gallantry, bravery, 
initiative, death or incapacitation of a senior officer, etc. 
 

[Ed.:  This table is important, because officers in the Civ-
il War often held brevet ranks, and many times are re-
ferred to by this rank.  To keep a level playing field, I  
confirm the soldierôs active (volunteer) rank and use that 
instead of any brevet rank he might currently hold.] 



The Knapsack                                                                                  7                                                                               May 11th, 2026 

 

(Continued from p. 2) 
 

I arbitrarily drew the line after 17.  Col. George H. 
Starke.  Why?  The reason is that not all sources are 
equal as to reliability and credibility.  For the text sources, 
Columns ñAò-òEò, the level of reliability and credibility 
decreases from left to right.  Columns ñAò and ñBò are 
the U.S. National Park Service and the U.S. National Ar-
chive.  These government agencies have had the re-
sources and decades to investigate and evaluate primary 
source data such as letters, diaries, newspaper arti-
cles ,etc. concerning the Surrender Meeting. 
 

A second difference in source material arises when one 
compares the text data versus the paintings/illustrations 
data.  For example, Wilmer McLean lost a lot of posses-
sions to souvenir hunters immediately after the meeting 
ended.  Yes, he was paid in gold for some of the items.  
But a number of objects disappeared without compensa-
tion. 
 

Eventually, Wilmer McLean contracted with Major Wilmer 
Scott (sometimes referred to as Captain Wilmer Scott) to 
produce a commemorative artwork.  [Ed.:  what are the 
odds that both their names were ñWilmerò?!]  McLean 
had famously moved from Manassas (site of the first ma-
jor Civil War battle) to Appomattox (site of the last 
ñmajorò battle and the surrender that followed) to escape 
the war, only to have it end in his front parlor.  He had 
hoped, in vain it turned out, to recoup financial losses by 
selling a "correct" depiction of the surrender. 
 

Scott was tasked with commissioning an artist to create 
the lithograph based on the room where the meeting oc-
curred. The most famous resulting work is the 1867 litho-
graph entitled The Room in the McLean House, at Ap-
pomattox C.H., in which GEN. LEE surrendered to 
GEN. GRANT.  This is the thumbnail picture ñJò in the 
Painting Key on p. 5 as well as the picture shown directly 
below.  Ultimately, McLeanôs venture was a financial fail-
ure, as he struggled to market the prints effectively. 

 

The lithograph features a line-up of 18 notable Union and 
Confederate officers, including Lee and Grant, along with 
key military figures like Philip Sheridan, George Custer, 
and George Meade.  Several individuals depicted, includ-
ing Custer and Meade, were included for artistic, rather 
than strict, historical accuracy regarding the scene inside 
the parlor.  So much for creating a ñcorrectò depiction of 
the surrender. In Table 2, Columns ñAò and ñBò (the two 
government text sources).  Both exclude Custer and 

Meade from their lists. 
 

Where Was Custer? 
 

While the formal meeting took place, Custer was report-
edly outside the house, visiting with former West Point 
classmates who were serving in the Confederate army.  
Although he was not in the room for the signing, Custer 
is inextricably linked to the event because of a "relic" 
taken from the parlor. 
 

For $20 in gold, Maj. Gen. Philip Sheridan purchased the 
small oval table on which Grant had drafted the surren-
der terms.  Sheridan then presented the table to Custer 
as a gift for his wife, Libbie Custer, along with a note 
praising Custer's "gallantry" during the final campaign.  
Libbie Custer eventually donated the table to the Smith-
sonian Institution, where it is now on display at the Na-
tional Museum of American History. 
 

Where Was Meade? 
 

Although Meade was the commander of the Army of the 
Potomac, which had been pursuing Lee's forces since 
May 1864, he was approaching Appomattox from the 
east and remained with his troops in the field during the 
meeting.  Meade had been suffering from stomach is-
sues and a fever for several days and was traveling in an 
ambulance at the time.  Grant proceeded to the meeting 
with only his immediate staff and a few generals, Sheri-
dan and Ord, who happened to be nearby. 
 

What About Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock? 
 

Both Column ñAò and ñBò, i.e., the U.S. National Park 
Service and the U.S. National Archive, include Lt. Col. 
Comstock as being present in the parlor during the Sur-
render Meeting.  According to them, Comstock had 
spent much of the final months of the war detached to 
coordinate major engineering efforts, such as the siege 
of Mobile, Alabama.  Supposedly, he had returned to 
Virginia just in time for the final campaign.  So, whatôs 
the beef? 
 

There are several lines of evidence that put Comstock 
still in Alabama during the meeting on April 9

th
.  On the 

very day Lee surrendered at Appomattox, Comstock was 
supervising the storming of Fort Blakeley, which led to 
the capture of Mobile, ALðthe last major Confederate 
stronghold on the Gulf Coast.  There were witnesses. 
 

While some lithographs or paintings of the surrender 
occasionally include various staff officers for artistic com-
pleteness, official records and Comstock's own biog-
raphy confirm he was hundreds of miles away in Ala-
bama at the time of the meeting. 
 

A Question of Semantics 
 

From Sheridanôs posthumously-published 1888 memoir  
focusing primarily on his military career we learn that 
after being presented to Lee, he, Maj. Gen. Ord., and 
nearly all of Grant's staff withdrew from the parlor to wait 
for the surrender agreement to be finalized. They re-
entered the room only after Lt. Col. Babcock announced 
that the surrender had been made.  Their presence had 
been billed as observers and then as witnesses to the  
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signing.  Itôs unclear that this was the case. 
 

What we do know is that Lee, Grant, Lt. Col. Charles 
Marshall (Leeôs aide-de-camp and the only other Confed-
erate in the room), and Lt. Col. Ely S. Parker (Grantôs 
military secretary) were present in the parlor for the entire 
duration of the meeting.  It seems that others, members 
of Grantôs staff as well as high-ranking officers, came and 
went.  This may be the source of the confusion and cha-
os that resulted from different sets of attendees being 
formed into unique groupings. 
 

As to the meeting, itself, there were four phases.  In the 
first phase, Grant initiated some small talk to break the 
ice.  That ended after a bit when Lee reminded Grant of 
the business at hand.  In phase two, they discussed what 
the surrender terms should entail.  In phase three, they 
each wrote out a brief letter, which were then transcribed 
into ink copies. 
 

Grant's letter, drafted by him in his own hand, contained 
the Terms of Surrender.  It was five sentences long and 
was formally copied by Parker.  It allowed Confederate 
officers and men to return home if they pledged not to 
take up arms again. 
 

Leeôs letter, drafted by him in his own hand, contained 
the acceptance of Grantôs terms.  It was three sentences 
long and was formally copied by Marshall. 
 

The fourth and final phase was for each to sign their own 
letter.  A more detailed set of Articles of Agreement was 
drafted the next day, April 10

th
, by a group of six Commis-

sioners, three from each side.  These individuals had 
been named during the April 9

th
 meeting.  This document 

detailed the logistics of how Leeôs army would disband, 
including the parking of artillery and the distribution of 
parole papers to individual soldiers.  The Union Commis-
sioners (Griffin, Gibbon, Merritt) show up as alleged at-
tendees to the April 9

th
 meeting when, in fact, they only 

appeared in McLeanôs parlor the next day, April 10
th
. 

 

The Painting/Lithograph Sources 
 

Over the years, a number of paintings have been com-
missioned to commemorate the Surrender Meeting.  I 
have selected five of them as representative.  These are 
mentioned in the Paintings Key (ñFò-òKò) and will be 
discussed here. 
 

K. The Surrender Scene Inside the McLean House 
(1867) by Louis Mathieu Didier Guillaume is con-  

sidered to be one of the most accurate records of the 
room's d®cor.  It shows the placement of the furniture, 
including the specific vases and horsehair sofa that the 
National Park Service later used to replicate the interior. 
 

These sketches are vital because Union officers began 
taking the original furniture as souvenirs almost immedi-
ately after the generals departed, making it impossible 
for later photographers to capture the room as it ap-
peared during the historic meeting.  
 

This painting is a notable interpretation of the event, 
placing a large group of Union officers in the room, 
whereas historical accounts often suggest a smaller, 
more intimate gathering during the actual signing.  One 
thing Guillaume got right is that the 5ô10.5ò Lee is cor-
rectly shown to be taller than the 5ô8ò Grant.  At the time, 
the average height of a U.S. soldier was 5ô8ò, making 
Grant of average height.  The average height of an 
American male in general in the mid-eighteenth century 
was 5ô6ò.  The tallest Civil War soldier was thought to 
have been Union Private David Van Buskirk at roughly 
6ô10.5ò tall.  In comparison, a typical English or French 
soldier of the mid-1860ôs was between 5ô5ò and 5ô6ò tall, 
while the average height of a U.S. soldier today is 5ô9ò. 
 

One thing Guillaume got wrong are the heights of the 
officers standing in front of the far wall.  Those nearest 
the bookcase with glass doors are shorter than the hori-
zontal wooden frame holding the top panes of glass.  
Compare this to the men in the painting (ñFò) The Sur-
render by Keith Rocco (2001).  The men closest to the 
bookcase are taller than that horizontal wooden frame.  
The original blueprints for McLeanôs house indicate that 
the ceiling in the parlor is 8ô6ò above the floor.  That 
would make those two men about 4ô tall.  Guillaume was 
forced to do this in order to squeeze together most of the 
men across the far wall. 
 
J. The Room in the McLean House, at Appomattox 
C.H., in which Gen. Lee surrendered to Gen. Grant 

(1867) by John Ludlow Morton was commissioned by 
Wilmer McLean (as previously shown on p. 7) and pub-
lished by the firm of Major & Knapp Engraving, Manufac-
turing & Lithographic Co.  The figures in this 1867 picture 
are (l. to r.): Porter, Custer, Comstock, Babcock, Mar-
shall, Lee, Taylor, Sheridan, Grant, Rawlins, Griffin, Gib-
bon, Unknown, Meade, Parker, Forsyth, Merritt, Bow-
ers, and Ord.  The soldier labeled Unknown is not ident- 
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ified in the pictureôs legend but some have thought it to 
be Maj. Gen. Joshua L. Chamberlain, a hero of Gettys-
burg who presided over the formal surrender of arms by 
Leeôs Army of Northern Virginia on April 12

th
, 1865. 

 

The person in question is standing just to Meadeôs right 
(our left) but further back in front of the bookcase.  Meade 

is facing to our left, 
is centered in front 
of the bookcase, 
and has a full 
beard and receding 
hairline. 
 

Are these two gen-
tlemen the same 
person.  I think not.  
Chamberlain has a 
much fuller mus-
tache and no hair 

on his jaw line.  What else is wrong with this lithograph?  
The original has a set of captions running across the bot-
tom of the picture.  Each caption gives the name of the 
person directly above it. 
 

The left-most person, we are told, is 
Horace Porter but his caption reads 
ñGIBBONò.  In addition, Custer, Com-
stock, Taylor, Griffin, Gibbon, Meade, Forsyth, and Merritt 
are all listed as being in the picture.  (They almost sound 
like the name of a law firm!)  And yet, none of them were 
present in the parlor according to evidence presented in 
Table 2. 
 

Finally, there are 18 individuals in the picture.  None of 
the other ten lists had more than sixteen attendees men-
tioned.  Fully six of the eleven lists, or slightly over one-
half, have exactly sixteen mentioned.  Sixteen is most 
likely the actual number of people that were present in 
the parlor at some point during the approximately ninety 
minute meeting. 
 
I. The Surrender at Appomattox Court-house (1888) 

by Walter Taber from Vol. 4 of the book series Battles & 
Leaders of the Civil War, was published by The Centu-
ry Company.  Taber's work became the visual standard 
for the event, influencing later famous renditions, such as 
the 1965 centennial painting by Tom Lovell. 

H. Peace in Union (1895) by Thomas Nast. 

Thomas Nast was a political cartoonist 
and editorial journalist who had a quarter-
century career at Harperôs Weekly news-
paper (1862-1886).  He published almost 
2,200 illustrations and cartoons.  Overall, 
he caricatured 450 different people, in-
cluding the modern visual caricature of 
Santa Claus! 
 

On April 9
th
, 1895 ð exactly 30 years af-

ter Appomattox and almost ten years after 
Grant died ð Nast completed Peace In 
Union, a nine-by-twelve foot picture of the 

participants and witnesses at the surrender.  The picture 
had been commissioned the previous year by Herman 
Kohlsaat, a wealthy Chicago entrepreneur and friend of 
Nast, who knew Grant in 1860 when both of them and 
future Brig. Gen. John Rawlins lived in Galena.  Kohlsaat 
donated Nastôs masterpiece to the Galena public library 
on April 27

th
, Grantôs seventy-third birthday. 

 

In addition to Sheridan and Rawlins, the painting por-
trayed Parker (between Grant and Rawlins on the right).  
Nast romanticized the picture by depicting Grant and his 
staff in dress uniforms. 
 

G. Surrender at Appomattox (1965) by Tom Lovell 

was commissioned for the April 1965 issue of National 
Geographic magazine (Vol. 127, No. 4) on the 100

th 
 

Maj. Gen. Joshua 
L. Chamberlain 

Unknown 

Thomas 
Nashôs 

Santa Claus 


