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Biography
Dr. Gail L. Thompson, the Wells Fargo Endowed Professor of Education
at Fayetteville State University, has written six books: A Brighter Day: How
Parents Can Help African American Youth Have a Better Future; The Power
of One: How You Can Help or Harm African American Students; Up Where
We Belong: Helping African American and Latino Students Rise in School
and in Life; African American Teens Discuss Their Schooling Experiences;
What African American Parents Want Educators to Know, and Through
Ebony Eyes: What Teachers Need to Know but are Afraid to Ask About
African American Students, a book that has received a considerable amount of
attention from educators, talk show hosts, and news reporters across the nation.
This book is also used in numerous Teacher Education courses and professional
development programs. Dr. Thompson co-wrote a seventh book, Exposing the
Culture of Arrogance in the Academy: A Blueprint for Increasing Black
Faculty Satisfaction, with Dr. Angela Louque.

Dr. Thompson has written chapters that were published in three edited
books, From Work-Family Balance to Work-Family Interaction: Changing
the Metaphor, Narrowing the Achievement Gap: Strategies for Educating
Latino, Black, and Asian Students, and. Adolescent Literacy: Field Tested
Effective Solutions for Every Classroom. One of her essays was published in

USA Today, and her work has been published in numerous academic journals.



She has appeared on PBS television’s Tony Brown’s Journal, WCIA-3 News,
National Public Radio, Tavis Smiley’s radio show, KJLH, WAMO, WURD, KPCC,
WBAI, WSOU, WIDU, WFSS, and KXAM. She has been interviewed for
Scholastic Instructor and Inside Higher Education, and has been quoted in
numerous newspaper articles. She has served as a reviewer for the Educational
Broadcasting Network, Millmark Education, Houghton Mifflin, and several
academic journals, and has done presentations, keynote addresses, workshops,
and consultant work throughout the U.S. and two presentations in Canada. In
2009, Claremont Graduate University awarded her its “Distinguished Alumna
Award,” and in 2008, the Black Graduate Students’ Association gave her an
“‘Award of Distinction.” In May 2009, the California Department of Education
selected her to be a member of its newly formed “African American Advisory
Committee.”

Dr. Thompson is married to Rufus, an educator, and they have three
children, Dr. Nafissa Thompson-Spires, NaChe’, a high school teacher, and

Stephen, a college undergraduate, and are the proud grandparents of lveren.



Curriculum Vita

Gail L. Thompson, Ph.D.
Fayetteville State University
Butler Building 311
1200 Murchison Road
Fayetteville, NC 28301
(910) 672-2594 work
Email: gthomps3@uncfsu.edu
Website: www.drgailthompson.com

Academic Degrees

Ph.D. (Education) Claremont Graduate University =~ 1998
M.A. (Education) Claremont Graduate University = 1987
Teaching Credential Claremont Graduate University 1987
B.A. (Journalism)  University of Southern California 1980

Employment History

Wells Fargo,

Endowed Professor Fayetteville State University 2011-present
Professor Claremont Graduate Univ. 2008-2011
Associate Professor Claremont Graduate Univ. 2004-2008
Assistant Professor Claremont Graduate Univ. 2001-2004

Assistant Professor CA State Univ., San Bernardino 1999-2001
Assistant Professor CA State Univ., Dominguez Hills  1998-1999

English Teacher Garey High School 1987-1998
Language Arts Teacher Marshall Jr. High School 1984-1987
Peace Corps Volunteer Cameroun, Africa 1981-1982

Grants, Fellowships, Awards, and Honors

Recipient, Dr. C.I. Brown Award 2011
Recipient, Fletcher Jones Foundation Grant 2010
Recipient, Distinguished Alumna Award 2009
Recipient, “Award of Distinction”

CGU Black Graduate Students’ Association 2008
Recipient, Haynes Fellowship: $10,000 2004
Recipient, Commendation from State Senator Nell Soto 2002
Recipient, Keepers of the Light Award 2002
Recipient, Celebrating Literacy Award 2002
Recipient, Pi Lambda Theta Mini-Research Grant 2000
Recipient, CSU San Bernardino Mini Grant 2000
Recipient, CSU Dominguez Hills Mini Grant 1999

Recipient, Pi Lambda Theta Mini-Research Grant 1999



Recipient, Peter Lincoln Spencer Memorial Award:

Dissertation of the Year 1998
Recipient, Pomona Jaycees Outstanding

Young Educator Award 1995
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Journal Articles
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Thompson, G. L. (March, 2008). Beneath the Apathy: Back and Latino Students
in a Low-Performing High School Identify the School Factors that Keep
Them from Engaging in Learning Educational Leadership Vol. 65(8) 50-
54.

Thompson, G. L. (2007). The Truth About Black Students and Standardized
Tests: What School Leaders Should Know. Leadership.

Thompson, G. (2004). Playing God With Other People’s Children: an Introduction
to a guest edited issue of the High School Journal.

Thompson, G., Warren, S. & Carter, L. (2004). It's Not My Fault: Predicting High
School Teachers Who Blame Parents and Students for Students’ Low
Achievement. The High School Journal.

Thompson, G. (2003). Predicting African American Parents' and Guardians’
Satisfaction With Teachers and Public Schools. Journal of Educational
Research. May/June Vol 96(5), 277-285.

Thompson, G. (2003). No Parent Left Behind: Strengthening Ties Between
Educators and African American Parents. Urban Review, 35(1), 7-23.

Thompson, G. (2003). For Children of Color, Business Cannot Continue as
Usual in Schools. An Introduction to a guest edited issue of the Urban
Review, 35(1), 1-6.

Thompson, G. & Joshua, M. (2002). In Retrospect: What College
Undergraduates Say About Their High School Education. The High
School Journal. April/May, 1-15.

Thompson, G. (2002). Introduction to a themed issue of educational Horizons.
Spring, 105-108.

Joshua, M. & Thompson, G. (2002). Community Squiggle: The Language
Experience Approach to Student-Authored Stories. The California
Reader, a publication of the International Reading Association. 5 (3), 17-
24

Thompson, G. (2000). Stories from the Field: What Prospective and Beginning
Secondary Teachers Learned from Working with Struggling Third and
Fourth Grade Readers. educational Horizons, Fall, 19-25.

Thompson, G. (2000). California Educators Discuss the Reading Crisis. The
Educational Forum 64 Spring, 229-234.




Thompson, G. (2000). What Students Say About Bilingual Education. The
Journal of At-Risk Issues 6(2). Winter/Spring, 24-32.

Thompson, G. (2000). The Real Deal on Bilingual Education: Former Language-
Minority Students Discuss Effective and Ineffective Instructional Practices.
Educational Horizons, 78(2), 80-92.

Thompson, G. (1999). We Didn't Come Here to be Poor: The Pre- and Post-
migration Experiences of Young Immigrants. Journal of Children &

Poverty, 5 (1), 45-73.

Thompson, G. (1999). What the Numbers Really Mean: African-American
Underrepresentation at the Doctoral Level. Journal of College Student
Retention Research, Theory & Practice 1(1), 23-40.

Op-Eds and Published Papers

Thompson, G. (2012). Are You a Real Daddy or a Deadbeat? Fayetteville
Observer. June 17, 2012. 13A.

http://fayobserver.com/articles/2012/06/17/1184015?sac=fo.opinion

Thompson, G. (2012). Raising Sons Who Will Succeed. Fayetteville Observer.
May 13, 2012. 13A.

http://fayobserver.com/articles/2012/05/13/1177097?sac=fo.opinion
#.

Thompson, G. (2011). The Gifts That Children Really Need. Fayetteville
Observer. December 18, 2011. 15A.

Thompson, G. (2008). Media Bombard Youth with Sex. The Sun, March 17,
2008, A9.

Thompson, G. (2002). Teachers' Cultural Ignorance Imperils Student Success.
USA Today, May, 29, 13A.

Thompson, G. (1999). To Reward or Not to Reward: Examining a Reading
Incentive Program for Third Graders . Claremont Reading Conference 63rd
Yearbook.

Thompson, G. (1998). Reading to Survive: Exploring the Coping Strategies of
African Americans. Claremont Reading Conference 62nd Yearbook.

Book Chapters



Thompson, G. L. (2012). Only the Strong Survive: Dealing With Roadblocks to
Effective Classroom Management. In Randall B. Lindsey (Ed.) The Best of
Corwin: Equity. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE, Inc.

Thompson, G. L. (2012). Inequality of Educational Opportunity, the Persistence
Of. In James A. Banks (Ed.). Encyclopedia of Diversity Education.
Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE, Inc.

Thompson, G. L. (2009). Improving the Reading Skills of African American
Secondary Students. What Teachers Can Do. In S. Parris, D. Fisher and
K. Headley (Eds.). Adolescent Literacy: Field Tested Effective Solutions
for Every Classroom. Newark, Delaware: International Reading
Association.

Thompson, G. L. (2007). Improving the Schooling Experiences of African
American Students: What School Leaders and Teachers Can Do. In S.
Paik & H. Walberg (Eds.). Narrowing the Achievement Gap: Strategies for
Educating Latino, Black, and Asian Students. pp.153-170. New York:
Springer.

Thompson, G. (2004). Home to School to Work Transitions for African
Americans: Eliminating Barriers to Success. In D. Halpern (Ed.) Changing
the Metaphor: From Work/Family Balance to Work/Family Interaction.
Malwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlhbaum Publishers.

Book Review

Thompson, G. L. (Spring, 2010). Finding the Lost Year: What Happened When
Little Rock Closed Its Public School. The Journal of African American
History. Vol. 95, No. 2, 269-271.

Newsletter Article

Thompson, G. L. (2007). A Mind-set is a Difficult Thing to Change: Why
Reforming Low-Performing Schools Requires Eradicating Negative Beliefs
About Students. The Claremont Letter 3(2), 1-5.

Editorial Work for Professional Publications

Reviewer, American Educational Research Association 2003-2002
Guest Editor, the Urban Review 2003
Guest Editor, the High School Journal 2003
Guest Editor, Educational Horizons 2002
Reviewer, Educational Researcher 2003
Reviewer, the Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy 2002
Reviewer for The Reading Teacher 1999-2003
Editorial Board Member, The California Reader 2001-2003




Selected Presentations

Evanston Township High School, Evanston, IL

National Black Child Development Institute, Fort Lauderdale, FL
Association for the Study of African American Life and History
Conference, Pittsburgh, PA

Great Oak Youth Development Center, Fayetteville, NC

Unit 4 Schools, Keynote Address, Champaign, IL

Unit 4 Schools, Two Workshops, Champaign, IL

Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church, Keynote Address,
Fayetteville, NC

Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church, Parent Workshop,
Fayetteville, NC

Learning Forward Summer Conference, Workshop, Denver, CO

FSU Office of Research Initiatives Summer Research Symposium,

Fayetteville,

Goldsboro District AME Zion Church School Convention, Roseboro, NC

Mount Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, Fayetteville, NC
HBCUGEA Conference, Shaw Univ. Raleigh, NC

The College Board Dream Deferred Conference, Los Angeles
Ireland Dr. Middle School, Fayetteville, NC

WIDU Radio’s Pastors’ Coalition, Fayetteville, NC

National Association of African American Studies, Baton Rogue
Ireland Dr. Middle School, Fayetteville, NC

Sunnyside Elementary School, Fayetteville, NC

Bladen Community College, Dublin, NC

Dr. C. I. Brown Lecture, Fayetteville State University

Ferguson Easley Elementary School, Fayetteville, NC

T.C. Berrien Elementary School, Fayetteville, NC

Kansas Alliance of Black School Educators/Topeka
CARE/Long Beach, CA

Morningside Elementary School, Mobile, Alabama

Women’s Empowerment Conference, Scripps College

Los Angeles Unified School District, Annual GATE Conference
Midwest Equity Assistance Center Annual Equity Update
Kansas City, MO

Keynote Address, St. Stephen Baptist Church

Parent Education Day La Puente, CA

Workshop Presenter, Jack & Jill Association

Presenter, American Educational Research Association
Workshop Presenter, Los Angeles Unified School District/ GATE
Workshop Presenter, Azusa Pacific University

Keynote Address, Lancaster Elementary School District
Workshop Presenter, Lancaster Elementary School District
Keynote Address, Ithaca College

Workshop Presenter, St. Francis Catholic High School
Keynote Address, Elk Grove Unified School District

2012
2012

2012
2012
2012
2012

2012

2012

2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2012
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2010

2010

2010
2010
2010
2010
2009
2009
2009
2009
2009
2009



Workshop Presenter, Elk Grove Unified School District
Workshop Presenter, COGIC Leadership Conference
Workshop Presenter, University of Southern California
Workshop Presenter, Central Cities Gifted Children’s Association
Keynote Address, Azusa Pacific University

Keynote Address and Workshop Presenter,

City College of San Francisco

Workshop Presenter, Bak Middle School, West Palm Beach, FL.
Workshop Presenter, State Center Community College District
Fresno, CA

Keynote Address, Minnesota Department of Education

Keynote Address, Education Conference for Good Samaritan
AME Church, Fontana

Keynote Address, Mt. Sinai Church of God in Christ Annual
Women’s Conference

Workshop Presenter, 34™Annual Los Angeles Countywide Conference

On Gifted/Talented Education

Workshop Presenter, East Metro Integration District, St. Paul, MN
Workshop Presenter, AVID’s Up Where We Belong Conference,
Atlanta,

Workshop Presenter, CA Dept. of Education Racial
Achievement Gap Summit, Sacramento

Lecture, University of South Florida, Tampa

Keynote Address, Communities in Schools, Raleigh, NC
Keynote Address, Black Male Imitative Conference, CUNY
Workshop Presenter, Vistamar College Prep. High School
Workshop Presenter, Los Amigos Elementary School
Workshop Presenter, Dodge Reading & Writing Conference
Workshop Presenter, Anoka Hennepin School District
Workshop Presenter, University of Minnesota

Workshop Presenter, Minneapolis School District

Workshop Presenter, Dallas Public Schools Region 10

Special Guest and Presenter, The College Board’s

Dream Deferred Conference

Professional Development Antelope Valley School District
Professional Development McKinley Elementary School, Pasadena
Workshop Presenter, American Educational Research Assoc.
Workshop Presenter, The 33" Annual Conference,
Gifted/Talented Programs, Los Angeles Unified School Dist.
Guest Speaker, California Baptist University

Workshop Presenter, Antelope Valley School District

Workshop Presenter, DeKalb County, Georgia

Keynote, The Ten Schools Project

Workshop Presenter, Horace Mann Middle School

Workshop Presenter, 93" St. Elementary School

Workshop Presenter, 96™ St. Elementary School

2009
2009
2009
2009
2008

2008
2008

2008
2008

2008

2008

2007
2007

2007

2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007

2007
2007
2007
2007

2007
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006



Workshop Presenter, American Educational Research Association
Workshop Presenter, San Bernardino County Schools
Professional Development, Kennedy High School, Richmond, CA
Professional Development, Western Ave. Elem. School LAUSD
Professional Development, BTSA Torrance, CA

Professional Development BTSA Burbank, CA

Professional Development BTSA Culver City, CA

Professional Development LAUSD Support Providers
Professional Development: Administrators Carson, CA

Keynote: Washington High School Los Angeles

Professional Development Washington High School
Professional Development BTSA LAUSD Los Angeles
Professional Development: Administrators LAUSD

Professional Development BTSA: LAUSD

Professional Development CSU San Bernardino

Staff Development: Western Avenue Elementary School
Presenter: 32" Annual Conference on Gifted & Talented Educ.
Keynote: Azusa Pacific University Chapel

Presenter, LAUSD BTSA Calif. State Univ. Los Angeles
Presenter, Lab for Student Success Invitational Washington, DC
Presenter, African American Accelerated Learning Academy
Minneapolis, MN

Keynote, LAUSD Parent Workshop Granada Hills, CA

Keynote, LAUSD BTSA Workshop Granada Hills, CA

Keynote: International Reading Association, Columbia, SC
Keynote: Omaha Public Schools

Keynote, African American Achievement Council, Omaha
Keynote: Community Colleges of Baltimore County

Keynote: Professional Advocates for the Gifted

Keynote: Angeles Mesa Elementary School

Keynote: LAUSD Local District 2

Keynote: Central Cities Gifted & Talented Youth Assoc.
Keynote, Azusa Pacific University

Presenter, Association of African American Educators, San Diego
Panelist, Vistamar High School Forum

Keynote, California State University, Northridge

Presenter, American Educational Research Association
Keynote Speaker, National Teachers Academy

Keynote Speaker, Mountain View School District

Presenter, Pasadena Unified School District

Presenter, National University, San Bernardino

Presenter, The Fulfillment Fund Annual Awards Show, Kodak Theatre
Presenter, The Fulfillment Fund Annual Career Day

Presenter, The American Educational Research Assoc.

Guest Speaker, DePaul University

Presenter, The Claremont Graduate University

2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005

2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2004
2004
2004
2004
2003
2003
2003
2003
2003
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Minority Mentoring Program 2002
Presenter, The American Educational Research Assoc. 2002
Presenter, The American Assoc. of Higher Education 2002
Presenter, Biola University 2002
Keynote Speaker, Pitzer College 2002
Presenter, The Claremont Reading Conference 2002
Presenter, The Bowen Associates 2002
Presenter, The University of Redlands 2002
Presenter, California Reading Association Conference 2000
Presenter, San Bernardino City Schools Managers Fall Conference 2000
Keynote Speaker, San Bernardino Mentoring Program
Mentor Recognition Luncheon 2000
Presenter, Claremont Reading Conference 2000
Presenter, San Bernardino Mentoring Program 2000
Presenter, American Association of Higher Education 2000
Presenter, Claremont Graduate University 1999
Presenter, California Reading Association Conference 1999
Presenter, Fifth Annual Conference on the African-American Family 1999
Presenter, Pi Lambda Theta Annual Conference 1999
Presenter, Claremont Reading Conference 1999
Presenter, Fourth Annual Conference on the African-American Family 1998
Presenter, CA Educ. Research Assoc. Conference 1998
Presenter Assoc. of Black Cultural Centers Conference 1998
Presenter, Claremont Reading Conference 1998
Presenter, Sultana Elementary School 1998
Presenter, Corvallis Middle School 1998
Presenter, Biola University 1997

Media Interviews

WIDU Radio, Fayetteville, NC

WCIA-3 News “The Morning Show” Champaign, IL
http://illinoishomepage .net/fulltext?’nxd_i1d=405242

The Community Channel: The Doctor is In: Time Warner Cable
featured in The Flyer, the Bladen Community College newsletter
The Community Channel: The Doctor is In: Time Warner Cable
WIDU Radio, Fayetteville, NC

WFSS Radio (NPR Affiliate)

The Community Channel: The Doctor is In

KJLH Radio: Front Page

The Daily Bulletin

WAMO Radio, Pittsburgh, PA

Scholastic Instructor

The Press Enterprise

The Press Enterprise

WURD Radio, Philadelphia

KPCC Radio, Los Angeles

August, 2012

August, 2012

May, 2012
Jan. 2012

Jan. 2012

Dec. 2011
Nov.2011

Sept. 2011
June, 2010
Feb. 2009
Sept. 2007
May 2007
June 2007
Dec. 2006
Sept. 2006
Jan. 2006
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Inside Higher Education Sept. 2005

WSOU Radio, South Orange, NJ Nov. 2004
National Public Radio KPCC: Talk of the Town Aug. 2004
PBS’s Tony Brown’s Journal June, 2004
The Chicago Tribune June, 2004
The Christian Science Monitor June, 2004
WBAI Radio: The Jordan Journal May, 2004
KPCC, National Public Radio June, 2003
The Oregonian Nov. 2002
National Public Radio: The Tavis Smiley Show June, 2002
KXAM: The John Dale Radio Talk Show (Scottsdale, AZ) June, 2002
Women in Higher Education Newsletter May, 2002
The Press Enterprise April, 2001

External Reviewer
Department of Education: Denison University, Granville, OH 2008

University Courses Taught

Dissertation Studies

Privilege, Denial, and Colorblind Racism

Closing the Achievement Gap

Struggling K-12 Readers: Research and Effective Strategies

Using Multicultural Literature to Foster Seeds of Resiliency in Secondary School
Students

Writing for Professional Publication

Teaching Learning Process

The Great Debate Revisited: The History of Reading Instruction in the U.S.
Secondary School Curriculum: English/Language Arts

America Reads: Community Service and Literacy Tutoring
Literature for Children and Adolescents

Expository Writing

Process of Curriculum Development

Multicultural Perspectives and Issues in Literacy

Teaching Reading and Writing in Secondary School Subjects
Seminar in Learning & Development

Senior Seminar in Education

Literacy and Second Language Acquisition in the Elementary School
Reading/Language Arts in the Elementary School

Professional Affiliations

Former Member, California Department of Education: African American Advisory
Committee

Former Member, COGIC Urban Initiative Advisory Board

Former Member, The American Association of Higher Education

Member, American Educational Research Association

Former Member, International Reading Association
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Former Member, California Reading Association
Former Member, Pi Lambda Theta
Former Evaluator, California Basic Educational Skills Test (CBEST)

Consultantships

Millmark Education

Educational Broadcasting Network
Los Angeles Unified School District
Omaha Public School System
National Teachers Academy
Pasadena Unified School District
Victor Valley High School
Silverado High School

Terronez Middle School
Palmdale High School

Grand Terrace Middle School
Sultana Elementary School

Park View Elementary School
San Gorgonio High School

San Bernardino High School
San Bernardino City Schools
Snowline School District
Inghram Elementary School
Bonita Unified School District
McNair Scholars Program
Gear-Up Project
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