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Cultural Resource Management and Public History services 

for historic engineering, industrial and transportation resources

for public agencies, private developers and the tourism industry

Cultural Resource Management:           Public History:

Historical Survey Å Identification                Education & Interpretation:

Evaluation Å Mitigation                               Publications, exhibits &

Documentation: HABS/HAER &                   interpretive signage systems

state -level, written & photographic             for historic sites, museums,

Photography: Digital & film                        parks & trails

including large -format view camera



Geology > Topography > Land Use
Chatham Fault separates High and Low 

Taconics at fall line > mill òprivilegesó



Falls = Mill Privileges >

Dams > Waterpower



HISTORICAL CONTEXT

ÅLate 1700s, small grist, saw and fulling 
mills are widespread in the region

ÅEarly 1800s mill growth spurt for self -
sufficiency in wake of Napoleonic Wars

ÅBy 1820, 10 gristmills & eight sawmills 
in Claverack, most of any Columbia 
County town

ÅEarly 1800s òSheep Crazeó drives 
regional woolen mill industry growth



By Civil War, large textile, paper, etc. mills at 

largest water power sites including Stockport, 

Stottville, Stuyvesant Falls, Valatie, etc.



New York knitting industry started in 

Cohoes 1832; after 1850s machinery 

improvements, industry spread to 

Mohawk & Hudson valleys



Early Philmont -Area Mill Site:

1798 George Philip fulling mill



In 1849, site of first Philmont -

area paper mill, later Rogers 

paper mill



PHILMONTõS RAILROADS

EARLY & STRATEGIC

1838: Hudson & Berkshire 

Railroad, an east -west route 

connecting to Hudson River 

boat and rail trade at Hudson, 

NY. Ran through Mellenville 

west and below most mills.

1852: New York & Harlem 

Railroad, a north -south route to 

NYC located east and above 

mills (soon to be part of Harlem 

Valley Rail Trail).

Both connected to Boston & 

Albany Railroad to the north



PHILMONT MILLS
Å1845: George Philip began the òmost 

ambitious waterpower development in 

Columbia Countyó on what became 

òFactory Hill,ó later òPhilips Mountain,ó 

then after the coming of the railroad, 

òPhilmontó

ÅBuilt 2,000 ft power canal, and five mill 

privileges with 30 -50 ft of head each

ÅBuilt his own woolen and paper mills

ÅLeased mill privileges to others

ÅControlled water rights and coordinated 

water flow and usage



1862: Nelson Aken built a knitting mill at a sixth 

privilege; their Civil War Union Army contracts were 

the most valuable in Columbia County



PHILMONT MILLS

Å1873: Philmont population was 3,671, 2/3 of all 

of Claverackõs

Å1892: Philmont incorporated.  Knitting mills 

making undergarments & hosiery employed 

1,025, a larger workforce than any other 

Columbia County town 

ÅPhilmont was a òCompany Town,ó with mill 

companies providing civic infrastructure and 

services



1912: Major textile mills consolidated under the High Rock 

Knitting Co.; Lockwood & Greene Engineering Co. built the 

massive Mill No. 2.   The High Rock Co. employed 870 

workers, the most of any business in Columbia County



PHILMONT MILLS

Å1920s: High Rock 
paid 2/3 of 
Philmont taxes

Å1930s -1950s: 
Depression, decline 
and diversification

Å1963: last High 
Rock Company mill 
closed



Peter Stott:

Looking for 

Work: 

Industrial 

Archeology in 

Columbia 

County, New 

York

Columbia County Historical Society



1881 Rowley Atlas



Philip Waterpower System



Sanborn Fire Insurance Map



The Machine in the Garden: 

A Rural Mill Town



A Rural Boomtown!



Midland Knitting Mill

and flume & turbine remains



Aken Knitting Mill No. 3 

Storehouses



Philipõs mill raceways: 

hewn from slate bedrock



Agawamuck 

Creek 

Gorge Dam


