
SPRING/SUMMER ‘25 NEWSLETTER 

Kikitta Ahki - Whetstone Brook Floodplain Restoration - Vermont Public Places Award of Excellence
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 SPONSORS!!!

PANTON SPONSOR

BLUESTONE SPONSORS

MARBLE SPONSORS

®
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Spring/Summer 2025 - President’s Message

Time.  Time can be both enduring and fleeting.  But no matter what- it is constant.  As I reflect back on my tenure as 
Chapter President of Vermont ASLA I am reminded of the many accomplishments and achievements that we’ve had as 
a Chapter. I tried to make my Presidency about motivating and encouraging others in both their professional, personal, 
and volunteer capacities.  And I’ve benefited from a lot of time at the helm of the chapter to achieve this!

There will always be feelings of wanting to have done more, but that’s when it is most important to dwell on what we 
did achieve as a chapter and Executive Committee.  We have a fully engaged and active ExCom and are growing our 
committee level leadership (volunteer- we need you!).  Additionally, we have new faces on the board as well as in the 
Chapter including from Student Members including the recently formed Landscape Architecture Club at UVM.
We’ve promoted two members to Fellow- Claire Humber in 2023 and Gail Henderson-King just this year!  We continue 
to hand out awards at our annual Holiday Party, and in honor of David Raphael and Stephen Plunkard, I founded the 
Olmsted Award, given to members that maintain David and Stephen’s spirit of excellence in practice, educating, and 
running a business in Vermont.

Our sponsorship is as strong as ever and allows us to host many of our events either free or at very little cost to members.  
Be sure to thank one of our many sponsors when you see them locally or at the National Conference.  We are also 
studying the creation of a Scholarship Fund so that our Chapter can help grow the future of our profession by assisting 
landscape architecture students in their studies- more info to come.

We’ve hosted excellent Doug Crowell lectures over the past few years and continue to draw a crowd of members and the 
general public to this event (Save the Date for this year’s Lecture on November 13th(.  And our bi-annual Chapter Awards 
continue to receive strong submittals across all categories. I would encourage all members and businesses to consider 
submitting a project to the upcoming awards- look for announcements for the 2026 awards in the next few months.

It is my pleasure to hand the Chapter over to Emily Lewis as the next Chapter President following the completion of 
the National Conference in October.  Emily has been increasingly involved and vocal in our Chapter and especially 
organizing our Advocacy Events as Advocacy Chair.  She has a huge passion for the profession and continuing to see our 
Chapter succeed.  And with time- I know she will help our small but mighty Chapter do many great things. Welcome 
Emily!

Thank you,

Tom Hand

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
TOM HAND, ASLA 
VTASLA CHAPTER PRESIDENT
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STATE HOUSE ADVOCACY DAY

VTASLA had our annual State House Advocacy Day this past March. We spent a couple of hours chatting with legislators over cof-
fee and pastries, discussing both the broad and specific work of landscape architects in the state, and explaining how our work can 
have positive impacts on climate resilience, public spaces, transportation systems, and more. While some lawmakers were famil-
iar with the work of landscape architects, others did not realize the full breadth of our capabilities. Some of the most meaningful 
interactions came when we could discuss a specific project in their district and how LAs either led or collaborated on the planning 
and design. Our goal for next year is to have a map of landscape architecture projects from across the state that we can use to kick-
start broader discussions regarding the impact of the profession
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STATE HOUSE ADVOCACY DAY
Giving your desk a break since 1962.

I N T RODUCI NG T H E M I L A N COL L ECT ION.

Milan evokes the casual enjoyment of alfresco cafés and the 
enduring style of its Italian namesake. Designed for flexible use, 
these chairs are lightweight and stackable, while Milan tables 

are freestanding or permanent. Providing strength rarely found 
in lightweight seating, this fresh collection ensures durability for 

enduring timeless moments. 

Contact Andrew Hosmer at andrewh@victorstanley.com

Ren Drawer Receptacle: US Patent D1,075,208 V I C T O R S T A N L E Y . C O M

ELEVATE YOUR
DESIGNS

To learn more visit: 
commercial.unilock.com

DESIGNS

Nadene Worth and Kayla Murgo 
New England Sales Team 
nesalesteam@landscapeforms.com
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS LEAD THE WAY ON 
CLIMATE RESILIENCE IN THE NORTHEAST
INSIGHTS FROM THE ASLA GROUNDWORK: CONVERSATIONS ON DISASTER RECOVERY

Across the Northeast, communities are facing the mounting challenges of rising seas, stronger storms, and 
aging infrastructure—all while striving to protect vulnerable populations and historic places. A recent ASLA 
Groundwork panel explored the critical role landscape architects play in helping communities navigate these 
complex realities.

Panelists emphasized how landscape architects are uniquely equipped to both visualize and communicate 
climate risks—using maps, infographics, and flood projections to engage stakeholders and build public under-
standing. As one speaker noted, the role of the designer is not just technical but also deeply communicative.

Funding emerged as a central concern. Small municipalities often lack the resources to undertake large-scale 
resilience projects on their own. Panelists discussed creative approaches to piecing together financing—ranging 
from HUD’s Rebuild by Design program to state-level grants in New York—and the opportunity for landscape 
architects to assist clients in finding and navigating these options.

ASLA President Kona Gray shared an aspirational vision of “landscape architects without borders,” modeling 
similar efforts by architects in disaster response and recovery work. Others encouraged professionals to consider 
certifications like the Certified Floodplain Manager, which can help landscape architects secure a seat at the 
table in local planning and funding discussions.

Encouragingly, attitudes among clients are shifting, with greater interest in native planting, integrated design 
approaches, and long-term planning. As one panelist put it, “It’s far less expensive—and far kinder—to prevent 
disasters than to respond to them.” The panel concluded with a call for more incremental, manageable projects 
that build resilience step by step.

VTASLA Trustee Scott Wunderle was a panelist on the discussion, sharing stories of resilience and adaptation in 
Vermont. 
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AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

KIKITTA AHKI - WHETSTONE BROOK FLOODPLAIN RESTORATION
Brattleboro, VT

Completed by SLR International Corporation,  Vermont River Conservancy, Vermont 
Emergency Management, KAS Consulting, Adam’s Trucking and Excavation

HONOR AWARDS

ST. JOHNSBURY SCHOOL CAMPUS MASTER PLAN & PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS 
PROJECT
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 

Completed by SE Group, Black River Design, Engineering Ventures, Ultiplay 
 

THE ANNEX SCULPTURE PARK
Williston, Vermont

Completed by T.J. Boyle Associates, LLC, Restless Native VT - Mike Scott, Snyder Homes 

 
MIDDLEBURY BRIDGE AND PARK PROJECT
Middlebury, Vermont

Completed by VHB, Town of Middlebury, Vermont Agency of Transportation

 
VELOMONT TRAIL VISION PLAN
State of Vermont

Completed by SE Group, Vermont Huts Association, The Vermont Trail Collective 

VERMONT PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS 2025

The Vermont Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects along with the Vermont Urban and Com-
munity Forestry Program, the Vermont Planners Association and the American Institute of Architects Vermont 
recently presented the Vermont Public Places Awards.  These awards recognize special Vermont public spaces, 
the corridors that connect them, or networks of public spaces which have been defined or enriched by planning 
or design.  They are also to highlight regulations that promote positive public uses and public places, and the 
benefits they provide. A jury made up of representatives of the four sponsoring organizations conferred seven 
awards this year, five Honor Awards and two Merit Awards.  
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MERIT AWARDS

CAMBRIDGE GREENWAY TRAIL EXTENSION SCOPING STUDY
Cambridge, Vermont

Completed by DuBois & King, Inc., Town of Cambridge 
 

TOWN COMMON REDESIGN
Northfield, Vermont

Completed by DuBois & King, Inc., Town of Northfield
 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC ACADEMY PLAYGROUND
Morrisville, Vermont

Completed by SiteForm Studio, All Saints Catholic Academy, Grenier Engineering, 
Engineering Ventures, Tatro Construction, Loomis Landscaping, UltiPlay Parks & 
Playgrounds, Sweetgrass Timber 

 
109 MAIN STREET
Stowe, Vermont

SiteForm Studio, Mink Development, Mumley Engineering, Christian Carey Architect, 
Loomis Landscaping 
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PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS

Completed by SLR International Corporation,  
Vermont River Conservancy, Vermont Emergency 
Management, KAS Consulting, Adam’s Trucking 
and Excavation

The Town of Brattleboro recently completed the 
Whetstone Brook Floodplain Restoration Project 
at 250 Birge Street (Figure 1) to store flood waters 
and create a community park with over 2,000 feet 
of inclusive river access. The project was recently 
named Kikitta Ahki – Abenaki for Really Listen 
Land. Really Hear Land. Really Sharpen Land. 
This name, which refers to traditional, historic, 
and contemporary uses and aesthetics of the 
river and its floodplain, honors Indigenous rela-
tionships with this land over thousands of years 
as well as the experiences of additional diverse 
communities that now enjoy a relationship with 
the restored site. Kikitta Ahki is no longer a gated, 
filled floodplain with poison ivy. It is a place to see 
a river, walk amongst native vegetation, listen to 
birds, store flood waters, and protect water quality. 
The result of the project is the reduction of flood 
and erosion risks and a new community park.
The park is in a 3.4-square-mile Environmental 
Justice census tract with a population of 5,300. 
Kikitta Ahki is the only public waterfront access 
in the census tract. The new park is within walk-
ing distance of the whole census tract.

During its industrial past, the floodplain at 250 
Birge Street along Whetstone Brook was filled for 
lumber mill and log yard operations, leading to its 
former nickname of “Sawdust Alley.” The built-up 
gravel fill occupied flood storage and increased lo-
cal flood and erosion risks. Areas downstream and 
adjacent to the park were damaged during Tropi-
cal Storm Irene in 2011. Local damage included 
roads, sewer pipes, water lines, sidewalks, and 

Kikitta Ahki - Whetstone Brook Floodplain Restoration
Brattleboro, VT

A W A R D  O F  E X C E L L E N C E

fifty-two houses and commercial buildings.
Historic filling occupied essential flood storage along 
the Whetstone Brook corridor increasing risks. The 
fill also contained excessive amounts of polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) that could degrade water quality. 
The opportunity to restore the floodplain was a chance 
to reduce risks, protect water quality, and create a park 
with trails far from other outdoor public spaces. The 
multi-objective project was an opportunity to promote 
sustainability and flood resiliency in the area while also 
reconnecting people to trails and Whetstone Brook.

Many components of this project are innovative design 
applications that met the project objectives of nature-
based, sustainable, resilient solutions. The project 
restored 12 acres of floodplain through the removal of 
40,000 cubic yards of clean gravel fill for reuse. The 
urban soils with PAHs (~8,000 cubic yards) were exca-
vated and buried on site. This approach reduced project 
costs. Invasive species were removed, and native vegeta-
tion such as riverside trees and shrubs were planted in 
the 100-foot buffer. Native seed mixes were applied on 
the floodplain based on the post-excavation moisture 
content. The adjacent wetland was restored through the 
removal of dumped trash, the installation of large wood, 
and native plantings.

During design of the park, public outreach events were 
held to identify park amenities and desired land uses. 
Rustic park amenities compatible with flooding such as 
an informal trail network, boulder seating, and at-grade 
parking were selected (Figure 4). Members of the public 
also identified a desire for an edible landscape, an ADA-
accessible fishing spot, preservation of a large willow 
tree that is a landmark on the parcel, and protection of 
an area used by young deer in the spring. The result of 
the project is inclusive river and floodplain access in 
the new floodplain park that will also store local flood 
waters, large wood, and ice.
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State and federal partners also positively influ-
enced the design. Pre-permit meetings and the 
permitting process fine-tuned the planting of the 
wetland and riparian buffers, the design of path-
ways, and the grading plan to allow in situ preser-
vation of remnants from tool sharpening during 
the Abenaki habitation of the site. The project 
spanned two construction seasons, so a winter 
shutdown took place where the excavation area 
was temporarily isolated from Whetstone Brook to 
control erosion and sedimentation of the chan-
nel. The project was completed on schedule and 
generally on budget (~$2,000,000) with a positive 
benefit-cost ratio to maintain the FEMA funding 
sources.

The new park is a half-mile from Green Street 
Elementary School and is now used as an out-
door classroom. The park has become a teaching 
opportunity for the community and region with 
school-children producing a river morphology in-
terpretive dance, and others hanging river-themed 
poems from the landmark willow tree. Groups 
interested in flood resiliency, urban forests, and 
edible landscapes from Massachusetts, New York, 
and Vermont have visited the site.

Efforts are underway to honor the Abenaki heri-
tage on the parcel. In addition to the name Kikitta 
Ahki, a local Abenaki speaker is helping develop 
signage showing the native names of flora and 

fauna found in the park. Signage will include a link 
to a video recording including the pronunciation of 
Abenaki names and a recording of children of Abenaki 
heritage spear fishing for eels on the old mill dam at 
the upstream end of the parcel.
As Vermont communities seek to reduce flood risks in 
the wake of large floods over the past two years, this 
project is an important example of improving local 
flood storage in a community while also creating pub-
lic open space and expanding local recreation opportu-
nities.

State and federal elected officials interested in flood 
recovery and hazard mitigation have visited the site. In 
2024, U.S. Senator Peter Welch (D-VT) toured the proj-
ect site and said, “This is a tremendous success.” After 
the damages from Tropical Storm Irene in 2011, the 
Vermont Economic Resiliency Initiative (VERI) project 
was created to better understand Vermont’s flood risk 
and to identify and implement projects that protect 
lives, help businesses remain open, and reduce costs to 
taxpayers for repetitive repair to infrastructure.

The VERI project was led by the Vermont Agency of 
Commerce and Community Development, the Agency 
of Natural Resources, the Agency of Transportation, 
and the regional planning commissions from around 
the state, including the Windham Regional Commis-
sion. The idea for the Whetstone Brook Floodplain 
Restoration at 250 Birge Street came out of the VERI 
project and is now complete 13 years later.
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This project example shows that flood mitigation is a long-term effort that must keep going in the face of more 
frequent and larger floods taking place in Vermont. It took a long time to fill many floodplains, and it will take 
a long time to restore them to reestablish flood storage. This project is being used as a template for a successful 
floodplain restoration to increase flood storage in the aftermath of the last two years of flooding.

This project was funded in part through FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grant Program. Additional fund-
ing came from the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, Vermont Emergency Management, and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency.
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PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS

H O N O R  A W A R D

Completed by SE Group, Black River Design, Engi-
neering Ventures, Ultiplay

The St. Johnsbury School, a public school in St. 
Johnsbury, Vermont, serves students from Pre-K 
through 8th grade. The school required a campus 
master plan to:
• Integrate indoor and outdoor improvements 
• Reimagine play and learning spaces to support 
the district’s educational goals 
• Ensure universal access across the campus for 
students and the broader community 
• Strengthen connections within the campus and 
to adjacent community facilities 
• Diversify outdoor programming, including play, 
recreation, and outdoor learning spaces

Existing playground areas that were under-de-
signed for student capacity, not fully age-appropri-
ate, and not fully accessible to all students were 
transformed in the new design to be accessible 
and inclusive.  All playground areas were designed 
to maximize playground capacity and to diversify 
types of play to accommodate all abilities and 
activity preferences. 

St. Johnsbury School Campus Master Plan & Playground Improvements Project
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 

Two pre-K areas for play and outdoor learning, an el-
ementary playground, and middle school play and social 
spaces were designed with natural materials to pro-
vide a cohesive campus play experience across the full 
student population.  To meet a robust school outdoor 
education curricula, a new outdoor pavilion provides a 
covered learning space adjacent to the floodplain forest 
edge, with built-in storage and a flexible outdoor class-
room space for up to 90 students, and school recreation 
storage was expanded.
A granite amphitheater built into the slope behind the 
softball diamond provides athletic event seating and 
doubles as an informal social space or outdoor class-
room during school hours.

Many stormwater improvements were included in the 
project, including new sub-surface drainage in the play-
ground, subsurface infiltration chamber system, and 
connected stone and planted swales.

The St. Johnsbury School lies between downtown 
St. Johnsbury and the Passumpsic River, and plays a 
central role in hosting public recreational and cultural 
events.  Recent improvements to the site and updates to 
the school’s interior provide enhanced and diversified 
infrastructure for school and civic use
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PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS

H O N O R  A W A R D

Completed by T.J. Boyle Associates, LLC, Restless 
Native VT - Mike Scott, Snyder Homes

To meet the need for public open space in the 
rapidly growing town center of Williston, Ver-
mont, the developer of The Annex, a new residen-
tial neighborhood, collaborated with a landscape 
architectural design team to create a new urban 
park. While privately funded, the park would serve 
as a public space within Williston’s developing ur-
ban core. The project aimed to foster connections 
between residents and the surrounding environ-
ment while celebrating the region’s rich artistic 
and cultural heritage. Situated amid a network of 
natural areas, the park’s design integrates seam-
lessly with its landscape. It features a collection of 
sculptures and interactive play areas, both in-
spired by the natural materials found in the park’s 
surroundings. To achieve the project’s goals, the 
landscape architects collaborated with two local 
artists, incorporating their distinct creative vi-
sions into the sculptural pieces. This partnership 
ensured that the sculptures not only enhance the 

The Annex Sculpture Park
Williston, Vermont

park’s design but also reflect the rich artistic identity of 
the local community.

The park’s design revolves around a walking loop ap-
proximately half a mile long. Along the loop, visitors 
can enjoy natural play elements, benches, picnic tables, 
interpretive gardens, and public art installations, creat-
ing a welcoming and interactive space for all to explore.
To create a warm and inviting entrance, the park fea-
tures a self-weathering steel welcoming structure 
placed beside an egg-shaped stone cairn sculpture. 
Inspired by similar cairns found around the world, this 
stone formation serves as a striking visual element 
in nature, symbolizing new beginnings, birth, and the 
potential for growth and transformation.

The project designers prioritized preserving the site’s 
natural biodiversity by carefully integrating the park’s 
features into the existing environment. This approach 
aimed to retain as much of the original ecosystem as 
possible, ensuring a harmonious balance between the 
new development and the natural landscape.
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H O N O R  A W A R D

PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS

Completed by SE Group, Vermont Huts Associa-
tion, The Vermont Trail Collective 

For nearly ten years, a quiet but tireless group of 
trail advocates has been building the idea of the 
Velomont. Vermont’s first long distance mountain 
bike trail is being designed and built to connect 27 
Vermont communities through an interconnected 
trail and  backcountry hut network.

This vision plan creates a single point of reference 
for land managers, funding partners, and the vol-
unteers and staff working to build the vision of an 
interconnected mountain bike trail system across 
Vermont. This plan documents the intent, vision, 
goals, and community alignment of the project, 
and provides a roadmap for its progress over the 
next decade. It is delivered in two versions, an 
executive summary and detailed master plan In 
addition to these broad visions, this plan also pro-
vides detailed guidance for system wayfinding and 
branding, jumpstarting the establishment and 
recognition of the Velomont as Vermont’s newest 
and most exciting state-wide trail project.

The Velomont invites people on bikes, skis, and 
foot to one day explore 485 miles of trail which 
will connect 30-45 backcountry huts & downtown 
hostels and 27 communities, potentially conserv-
ing over 200,0001 acres of crucial wildlife corri-
dor. When complete, the Velomont will represent 
the largest hut- supported trail network in the 
United States.

For each trail project that remains ahead of the 
Velomont reaching its full potential - three key 
questions guide The Velomont Trail Collective 
when planning a trail:  
• What is the best route for the land?

Velomont Trail Vision Plan
State of Vermont

• What is the best route for the communities?
• What is the best route for the user experience?

The Velomont Trail Collective seeks to find the best 
alignments possible through careful planning and 
following the trail planning principles outlined in the 
report:
• Support community connectivity
• Build partnerships
• Establish the Velomont trail system
• Build an active resource
• Offer remote, four-season opportunities
• Mitigate user conflicts through design
• Protect natural resources through low impact plan-
ning & design
• Encourage economic development

Where possible, new Velomont Trail projects will strive 
to go beyond standards, and build more inclusive trails 
for all ages, abilities, and backgrounds.

The project team held five Open House events along the 
anticipated Velomont Trail corridor. These open houses 
presented information about the Velomont concept and 
the project’s main values.

The overview maps included in the Vision Plan provide 
both a high level review of the project’s phases, as well 
as a segment by segment identification of anchor points 
and proposed corridors. As of 2024, the Velomont Trail 
corridor can be divided into three distinct phases.  Each 
phase is applied to one or more specific geographic 
areas.
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H O N O R  A W A R D

PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS

Completed by VHB, Town of Middlebury, Vermont 
Agency of Transportation 

Founded in 1761 on the banks of the Otter Creek, 
the Town of Middlebury soon established itself 
as a commercial and industrial hub of Vermont’s 
Champlain Valley. Today a town of some 6,000 
residents, Middlebury is committed to maintain-
ing the vitality of its downtown and the local busi-
ness community as well as its arts, religious, and 
educational institutions, including Middlebury 
College.  

The Vermont Western Rail Corridor winds 
through the heart of downtown Middlebury. Origi-
nally constructed in the 1840s, the railroad split 
the Town Green and required the construction of 
two new bridges to carry vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic on Main Street/VT State Route 30 and Mer-
chants Row over the 20-foot-deep rail corridor. By 
2017, bridges built in the 1920s had deteriorated to 
the point where their structural integrity posed a 
safety risk for vehicles, bicyclists, and pedestrians 
above and the operation of the railroad below. 

The Middlebury Bridge and Park Project replaced 
these deteriorated bridges with a single 350-foot-
long rail tunnel to support the roadways and 
reclaim the central section of Middlebury’s Town 
Green lost to rail construction 180 years earlier.
The project represented an exciting opportunity 
for the community to reimagine their downtown. 

Middlebury Bridge and Park Project
Middlebury, Vermont

Through an extensive engagement and visioning pro-
cess, the community united around the idea to recre-
ate historic Triangle Park as it was before the railroad 
bisected the downtown area in the 1840s.

Additionally, the community emphasized the need for 
a stronger pedestrian connection between the historic 
downtown and the nearby Marble Works, a retail and 
commercial hub just a short walk away. Enhancing this 
pedestrian link between the two areas would support 
economic vitality for local businesses, fostering a more 
cohesive and thriving urban environment.
With the project site within a railroad corridor, it was 
identified in the early stages as having the potential for 
urban contaminated soils throughout the rail corridor. 
This needed to be taken into consideration during the 
design process of the project.

The transformation brought about by the construction 
of the rail tunnel and reconstruction of the railroad 
corridor in Middlebury is nothing short of remarkable. 
Not only has this project restored the Town Green to 
its pre-1840s grandeur, but it has also invigorated the 
community by providing a welcoming space that pro-
motes social interaction and community cohesion. The 
new roadway, ADA-accessible sidewalk and ramp, and 
the charming pocket park with a labyrinth have signifi-
cantly improved accessibility.
By bridging these important parts of town, the proj-
ect has not only preserved historic elements but also 
infused the area with a renewed sense of energy and 
engagement. 
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PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS

Completed by DuBois & King, Inc., Town of North-
field
 
The Town Common in Northfield, VT is a cher-
ished focal point in the heart of the Town. It hosts 
many community events through the year, includ-
ing the weekly farmer’s market and a Labor Day 
Celebration. The Town Common was rejuvenated 
in the 1990’s, with new trees and a brick patio 
funded by the community. In 2023, the Town 
determined the Common required reassessment 
to ensure it continued to serve the community ef-
fectively.

Through eight community outreach events, in-
cluding an open discussion evening, public sur-
veys, and a design workshop, it became evident 
that the Town Common is cherished for its his-
toric and community value, while simultaneously 
has aspects that community members felt do not 
meet expectations.

The crux of public contention was what to do—or 
not do—about this historical fountain. On the one 

Town Common Redesign
Northfield, Vermont

hand, it was beloved by some for being a staple of the 
Common for decades. On the other hand, many resi-
dents expressed frustration that it was in disrepair, and 
that children would sometimes fall in. In the end, The 
original fountain structure was retained, but instructed 
to be re-furbished, with a recycling water system. The 
bowl of the fountain was reduced in size and brought 
up sixteen inches in height-no more slipping into the 
water for the local kids

The final concept for the Northfield Town Common 
Redesign included notable elements such as improved 
ADA walkways, shaded seating areas, brick seat wall, na-
tive shrub screen 
wall, and a per-
formance space. 
The brick wall 
includes cher-
ished historical 
engraved bricks 
from residents in 
the town.

M E R I T  A W A R D
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PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS

All Saints Catholic Academy Playground
Morrisville, Vermont

M E R I T  A W A R D

Completed by SiteForm Studio, All Saints Catholic 
Academy, Grenier Engineering, Engineering Ven-
tures, Tatro Construction, Loomis Landscaping, 
UltiPlay Parks & Playgrounds, Sweetgrass Timber

The Cambridge Greenway is a 1.3 mile mostly 
All Saints Catholic Academy in Morrisville, VT 
serves students from throughout Lamoille and 
Washington County in grades Pre-K through 8th 
grade.  This small tight-knit school is in the midst 
of major capital projects to improve the school 
facilities as it celebrates its 25th anniversary.  The 
recently improved “multi-purpose room” was a 
major upgrade to the interior school facilities, but 
looked out onto the original playground that had 
been completed by volunteers shortly after the 
school’s inception. The playground was aged and 
did not convey the spirit of the school.

Through a thorough site analysis and engage-
ment process with the teachers, students, and 
staff, the team determined that the current core 
play area was not in the correct location to cre-

ate a connection to the interior space.  The proposed 
site plan shifted the core playground to be on axis with 
the multi-purpose room so that both could serve as the 
heart of the schools interior and exterior spaces with 
the classrooms and less active play zones radiating out 
from the center.

A smaller secondary play area to the south contains a 
climbing obstacle course and a group basket swing. The 
core playground is surrounded by a stabilized stone 
dust track. Beyond the play areas are a full size basket-
ball court, new gaga pit, and turf field for soccer and 
other games.
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PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS

Cambridge Greenway Trail Extension Scoping Study
Cambridge, Vermont

M E R I T  A W A R D

Completed by DuBois & King, Inc., Town of Cam-
bridge 

The Cambridge Greenway is a 1.3 mile mostly 
gravel trail, connected to the longer Lamoille Val-
ley Rail Trail. It skirts past the Village of Jefferson-
ville in Cambridge, Vermont, but is separated from 
Jeffersonville by VT Route 15.

Currently, there are limited accessible or safe con-
nections between the Greenway and Jeffersonville 
because of Route 15. Additionally, the Village of 
Jeffersonville has been prone to flooding in recent 
years. As the Town looks to better prepare for 
future flood events, it is developing several sepa-
rate but related plans to address flood challenges 
within the Village.

This extension connected several Village points of 
interest, including two proposed public recreation 
areas. Additionally, this extension plan identified 
key locations for increased traffic calming and 
revised pedestrian road crossings to promote user 

safety, and identified locations for trail stabilization 
along the existing Greenway to address damage caused 
by flooding as well as areas to be improved, such as a 
low-clearance bridge underpass beneath Rt 15.

The new greenway would be aligned through Silo Field – 
an existing public park, boasting more public amenities 
such as a chairlift play structure.



25

SP
R

IN
G

/S
U

M
M

ER
 2

02
5

PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS

109 Main Street
Stowe, Vermont

M E R I T  A W A R D

Completed by SiteForm Studio, Mink Develop-
ment, Mumley Engineering, Christian Carey 
Architect, Loomis Landscaping

109 Main Street is a new mixed-use development 
on Main Street in Historic Stowe Village. Located 
directly adjacent to the famous white Stowe Com-
munity Church, the new development added on 
to the former Lackey’s General Store. The empty 
“Postal Parcel” was considered an impromptu 
green space in town, facilitating views of the Com-
munity Church and Mount Mansfield, and was 
adorned with picnic benches to enjoy ice cream 
from Stowe Sweets.

Members of the community were sensitive to the 
impact of the new development on views of the 
Community Church and the loss of open space 
downtown and voiced their concerns during the 
permitting process. Research into the history of 
Main Street revealed that another building previ-
ously occupied the site adjacent to Lackey’s. The 
development team led by the architect worked 
hard to position the new building further back 
from the development line thus maintaining 

views towards the Community Church and affording 
the opportunity for a small public plaza space in front of 
the new development.

The development is also the gateway to the seven-mile 
long Stowe Bike Path located behind the Community 
Church.  The project incorporated a public sidewalk 
between the new building and the access lane around 
the Community Church to provide a safe route to the 
Bike Path that protects people from walking within the 
drive aisle.  The addition of upright maple trees along 
the sidewalk and site amenities including bike racks, 
low-level lighting bollards, and sitting walls help the 
small public landscape provide much needed public 
amenities and connections.

The project also proves the benefits of public and pri-
vate partnerships working together to establish a new 
development that provides additional commercial 
space and housing in the heart of town while not pre-
cluding public access and amenities. The design team, 
including the developer, architect, civil engineer, and 
landscape architect all worked together closely to incor-
porate the project into historic Stowe Village.
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ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN FILM SERIES

VTASLA is proud to continue to support the A&D Film Series! The Architecture & Design Film Series engages, 
provokes, and inspires the community by exploring the impact and importance of design and beauty in our 
lives. We invite you to watch these films in hopes that these creative offerings will broaden awareness, foster 
connections, spark new ideas, and ultimately build momentum towards positive action. 

A+D Season 13 returns to live screenings at Contois Auditorium in Burlington and 118 Elliot in Brattleboro. 
A same day virtual screenings will be available via the A+D homepage. Events are once a month, September 
2025 through April 2026, and free to the public. 

For a complete listing of screenings, dates, and information visit their website:
 https://adfilmseries.org/films/ 

SITTING STILL*** – September 17, 2025

TAKING VENICE – October 22, 2025

MY BONES ARE WOVEN – November 19, 2025 

MODERNISM, INC.: THE ELIOT NOYES DESIGN STORY – December 10, 2025

THE PAVILION ON THE WATER – January 21, 2026

VAN GOGH: POETS & LOVERS – February 18, 2026

SCHINDLER SPACE ARCHITECT*** – March 18, 2026

THE AUTOMAT – April 22, 2026

***Please note that the virtual screening option is unavailable for the Sitting Still and Schindler Space Archi-
tect films. We apologize for the inconvenience.***
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Designed to Connect. 
Built to Last.
Designed to Connect. 
INTRODUCING UNITY

vestre.com

Design with UNITY. 
Access BIM + design files for your next project.

Come See UNITY at ASLA 2025 – Booth 1349

ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN FILM SERIES
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NEW UVM STUDENT LANDSCAPE DESIGN CLUB

VTASLA spoke with the University of Vermont’s new Landscape Design Club founding members, Bryn Carroway and Erika 
Seaman about the new club.

WHAT IS THE NEW LANDSCAPE DESIGN CLUB?

The Landscape Architecture & Design Club is a welcoming community for anyone interested in transforming outdoor spaces 
through thoughtful, sustainable design. our club offers a chance to explore the connection between art, nature, and urban 
spaces. We host hands-on projects, workshops, design challenges, and field trips, all while creating opportunities to connect 
with industry experts and fellow members. Students who are interested in landscape architecture, urban planning, horticul-
ture, environmental design, etc, have a place to spark your creativity, share ideas, and gain practical skills to create beautiful 
and functional landscapes. 

WHAT PROMPTED YOU TO START THE CLUB? WHAT ARE YOUR STORIES AS FOUNDERS? 

How we started it: We both had a passion for educating students on the topic of landscape design, and wanted to bring more 
awareness to the program and field of study. We both felt that it was important to give students more access to professional 
options during and after college. We worked closely with the current landscape design faculty and students to understand 
the wants and needs of students outside of classes. The club will eventually provide students with direct access to the 
national and state chapters of ASLA by becoming an affiliate student chapter. One of the club’s goals is to help continue the 
process of developing an accredited landscape architecture program down the road.

Bryn’s Story: As a recent graduate of the agroecology and landscape design concentration at the University of Vermont, I 
have had the privilege to work towards the start of the club. I originally started my education in a bachelor of landscape 
architecture program at SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry. After 2 years I transferred to the University of 
Vermont into the ALD program. Here I was able to broaden my education to understand more about the environment itself 
and sustainable practices in both agriculture and design. Over the years at UVM, I completed three Teaching Assistant posi-
tions for landscape design studios. While being a TA, I was able to better understand the desires and needs of students who 
wanted to learn more about design outside of classes. With my love and passion for educating, I worked with Erika to start 
the landscape design club, which will hopefully aid students for many years to come. As I look forward to starting my mas-
ter’s of landscape architecture degree in the fall of 2025 at university of Oregon, we hope to pass the club on to new students.

Erika’s Story: I came into the landscape design program as an environmental studies major and loved the landscape design 
courses offered as electives to my major. I love the program and all of the dedicated faculty who help hone our design skills 
and help us to think holistically about the field of landscape design. This field is a beautiful combination of all my passions 
and I’m excited to share that with other UVM students through this club. I wish I had known about UVM’s landscape design 
program coming into college, so a goal of this club is spreading awareness about how multifaceted the landscape design field 
can be with students still unsure of how to fit their passions together. 

I knew Bryn as a TA in a lot of my studio classes, and we got to talk a lot about our passion for the field and our hopes for 
UVM’s landscape design program. When she approached me about staring the club, I was so excited for the opportunity to 
help lead an organization that will provide an awesome resource for students at UVM. 

WHAT HAS THE CLUB BEEN UP TO SO FAR?

The club was officially founded in late March and since then we have been able to put on a few educational events for stu-
dents. Our kick-off event was a networking night where students and design professionals could meet and discuss their 
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NEW UVM STUDENT LANDSCAPE DESIGN CLUB

ideas about the landscape design field. Guests also got the chance to share their career stories and answer questions from 
students about their firms, their career journeys, and their goals for their field which was an amazing opportunity for stu-
dents to learn about some of the award winning professional firms right here in Vermont. 

WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES FOR THE CLUB?

To create more awareness to the landscape design program, now called Ecological Landscape Design and Planning
To provide students with access to professionals and future job positions during and after college
To allow students to have a safe space to practice landscape design techniques to improve their abilities in and out of 
classes
To facilitate creative and fun activities so that students can enjoy the fun aspect of what the landscape design field has to 
offer

HOW DO YOU ENVISION THE CLUB CONNECTING TO THE PROFESSIONAL WORLD IN 
VERMONT (AND BEYOND)? HOW CAN WE SUPPORT STUDENTS? 

As an affiliated student chapter we are excited to build closer ties with the national and state chapters. We hope that club 
board members in the future have the opportunity to connect with design professionals to partner on educational events 
and programming. Being able to talk to design professionals around the state provides such an important insight into the 
field and helps students plan for the future and imagine what their careers in landscape design could entail. 

VTASLA members spoke to UVM Landscape Design Club members at a meeting in April, 2025



ASLA Vermont Chapter  |  P.O. Box 1844  |  Burlington, VT  05402

www.vtasla.org		 30

SP
R

IN
G

/S
U

M
M

ER
 2

02
5


