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Marita Foley <mfoley@vicbar.com.au>
Wed 19/04/2023 8:12 PM
To: Sam Hay KC <samhay@vicbar.com.au>;Elizabeth Bennett <elizabeth.bennett@vicbar.com.au>;Georgina Schoff
<glschoff@vicbar.com.au>;Mark Robins KC <markrobins@vicbar.com.au>;Gavin Silbert KC
<gavinsilbert@vicbar.com.au>;Peter Chadwick KC <pchad@vicbar.com.au>;Dr Sue McNicol
<smcnicol@vicbar.com.au>;Colin Mandy <colinmandy@vicbar.com.au>;Alistair Pound
<alistair.pound@vicbar.com.au>;Darryl Burnett <darryl.burnett@vicbar.com.au>;Michelle Sharpe
<msharpe@vicbar.com.au>;Ashlee Cannon <ashleecannon@vicbar.com.au>;Catherine Boston
<cboston@vicbar.com.au>;Nawaar Hassan <hassan@vicbar.com.au>;n@nhassan.com <n@nhassan.com>;Timothy
Goodwin <tim.goodwin@vicbar.com.au>;Daniel Nguyen <danielnguyen@vicbar.com.au>;Raini Zambelli
<zambelli@vicbar.com.au>;Jessie Taylor <Jessie.taylor@vicbar.com.au>;Ffyona Livingstone Clark <ffyona@vicbar.com.au>
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Dear Sam and Members of Bar Council, 

Please find attached a (disappointing!)  article which appeared in the AFR this evening and my email
to its author requesting a correction. 

Please table my email and the article at the next Bar Council meeting.  I trust my email makes my
position on this article and its content clear. 

Yours faithfully,

Marita Foley SC 
Barrister 

T +61 3 9225 8644  M +61 412 523 939

mfoley@vicbar.com.au
Rm 11.16  Castan Chambers 
460 Lonsdale Street Melbourne Vic 3000

From: Marita Foleyi
Sent: Wednesday, 19 April 2023 8:00 PM
To: Michael Pelly <michael.pelly@afr.com>
Cc: Marita Foley <mfoley@vicbar.com.au>
Subject: Article published in AFR
 
Dear Michael,

I have just seen the attached article.  It is extremely disappointing that the important issue of the
Bar's consideration of its position on the Voice is being reported  by you in the context of a frankly
tiresome narrative regarding the internal politics of the Bar two years ago.  I have zero interest in
fuelling a'woke' vs 'conservative' on Bar Council narrative. Nonetheless, your article contains a
number of errors which should be corrected.  Specifically:

1. You quote from an email of unknown date and attribute it to me.  I did not author that email,
nor did I circulate it.  Please provide me with a copy.  Please also delete the quote that you
attribute to me - it is simply  wrong.   

tel:+61 3 9225 8644
tel:+61 412 523 939


2. The number of signatories  you attribute to what you describe as a 'petition' is also wrong.
Perhaps the source for your article provided an early version?  While it is not of great moment
the precise numbers that signed the letter (the point being the significant support across all
levels of seniority for the position expressed in the letter itself), this inaccuracy concerns me
and tends to indicate a lack of care in your reporting.

Finally, while the photo you have published is presumably sourced from the VicBar website, it would
certainly be my strong preference that it not appear in the article. 

I have no interest in being the story here and certainly strongly object to being portrayed as is the
implication of your article as someone seeking to encourage a 'stand off'  on Bar Council between
'conservatives' and "wokes'. That was not my intention in drafting the letter to Bar Council.  The
intention of the letter was not to divide members of the Victoran Bar or Bar Council - but to
encourage the Bar Council to adopt a position to support the Voice.  That is a  measure which is
designed to unite - not divide.  

Please correct your story.  I reserve all my rights to take further action should you fail to do so.
 

Yours faithfully,

Marita Foley SC 
Barrister 

T +61 3 9225 8644  M +61 412 523 939

mfoley@vicbar.com.au
Rm 11.16  Castan Chambers 
460 Lonsdale Street Melbourne Vic 3000
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