17 April 2023

Mr Sam Hay KC
President, Bar Council
Victorian Bar

By email: samhay@vicbar.com.au
cc Members of Bar Council

Dear Mr Hay,
Support for the establishment of the First Nations Voice

We write to urge the Bar Council to publicly support the ‘yes campaign’ in the establishment of a
First Nations Voice enshrined in the Constitution to empower First Nations peoples.

Members of the Bar have a long history of supporting First Nations peoples through pro bono work
and support for law reform. Recent examples include support for the ‘Raise the Age’ campaign and
in addressing the findings of the Coroner in the inquests into the deaths of Tanya Day and Veronica
Nelson. Support for the Voice is also entirely consistent with the actions identified in the
Reconciliation Action Plan adopted by the Victorian Bar Council.

The Voice is a critical step in reconciliation and moving forward as a nation. The benefit of inclusive
political engagement in promoting wellbeing and reducing inequality and political and economic
disempowerment for First Peoples underpins the need for the proposed Constitutional reform and
the establishment of the Voice. Establishing the Voice will ensure that First Nations people are
directly involved in policy decisions that affect them. A ‘yes’ result in the referendum will ensure that
this involvement is enshrined in the Constitution.

The Bar of which we are proud members is deeply committed to values of inclusion, justice and
fairness. The Australian Bar Association, representing independent Bars from across Australia, has
expressed support for a First Nations constitutional voice: Australian barristers unite to support First
Nations constitutional ‘voice’ - Lawyers Weekly; ABA | ABA marks 3rd anniversary of Uluru
statement from the heart (austbar.asn.au) More recently, the NSW Bar Council has voted
unanimously to endorse the proposed amendment to the Constitution to enshrine a First Nations
Voice, and to support public advocacy in support of a “Yes” vote: Closing the gap in our Constitution:
NSW Bar Association supports the First Nations Voice. The Voice is an historic opportunity to
support justice for First Peoples and a critical step in reconciliation.

We urge the Bar Council to join people and organisations across the country in accepting the
invitation in the Uluru Statement from the Heart to walk with First Nations people to make Australia
a more inclusive place for everyone and to publicly support the ‘yes campaign’ and the Voice.

Yours sincerely

Robert Richter KC Simon Molesworth AO KC Remy van de Wiel KC

Martin Bartfeld AM KC Jennifer Batrouney AM KC Helen Symon KC
Herman Borenstein KC Leslie Glick KC Tim Tobin S.C.
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