
 

 

17 April 2023 

Mr Sam Hay KC  
President, Bar Council 
Victorian Bar 
 
By email:  samhay@vicbar.com.au 
cc Members of Bar Council  
 

Dear Mr Hay,  

Support for the establishment of the First Nations Voice 

We write to urge the Bar Council to publicly support the ‘yes campaign’ in the establishment of a 

First Nations Voice enshrined in the Constitution to empower First Nations peoples.  

Members of the Bar have a long history of supporting First Nations peoples through pro bono work 

and support for law reform. Recent examples include support for the ‘Raise the Age’ campaign and 

in addressing the findings of the Coroner in the inquests into the deaths of Tanya Day and Veronica 

Nelson.  Support for the Voice is also entirely consistent with the actions identified in the 

Reconciliation Action Plan adopted by the Victorian Bar Council.    

The Voice is a critical step in reconciliation and moving forward as a nation. The benefit of inclusive 

political engagement in promoting wellbeing and reducing inequality and political and economic 

disempowerment for First Peoples underpins the need for the proposed Constitutional reform and 

the establishment of the Voice. Establishing the Voice will ensure that First Nations people are 

directly involved in policy decisions that affect them. A ‘yes’ result in the referendum will ensure that 

this involvement is enshrined in the Constitution. 

The Bar of which we are proud members is deeply committed to values of inclusion, justice and 

fairness. The Australian Bar Association, representing independent Bars from across Australia, has 

expressed support for a First Nations constitutional voice: Australian barristers unite to support First 

Nations constitutional ‘voice’ - Lawyers Weekly; ABA | ABA marks 3rd anniversary of Uluru 

statement from the heart (austbar.asn.au)  More recently, the NSW Bar Council has voted 

unanimously to endorse the proposed amendment to the Constitution to enshrine a First Nations 

Voice, and to support public advocacy in support of a “Yes” vote: Closing the gap in our Constitution: 

NSW Bar Association supports the First Nations Voice.  The Voice is an historic opportunity to 

support justice for First Peoples and a critical step in reconciliation.  

We urge the Bar Council to join people and organisations across the country in accepting the 
invitation in the Uluru Statement from the Heart to walk with First Nations people to make Australia 
a more inclusive place for everyone and to publicly support the ‘yes campaign’ and the Voice. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Robert Richter KC  Simon Molesworth AO KC Remy van de Wiel KC 

Martin Bartfeld AM KC  Jennifer Batrouney AM KC Helen Symon KC 

Herman Borenstein KC  Leslie Glick KC   Tim Tobin S.C. 

https://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/politics/23499-australian-barristers-unite-to-support-first-nations-constitutional-voice
https://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/politics/23499-australian-barristers-unite-to-support-first-nations-constitutional-voice
https://austbar.asn.au/news-media/aba-marks-3rd-anniversary-of-uluru-statement-from-the-heart#:~:text=Two%20years%20ago%2C%20the%20ABA%2C%20representing%20independent%20Bars,society%20in%20expressing%20their%20support%20for%20the%20Voice.
https://austbar.asn.au/news-media/aba-marks-3rd-anniversary-of-uluru-statement-from-the-heart#:~:text=Two%20years%20ago%2C%20the%20ABA%2C%20representing%20independent%20Bars,society%20in%20expressing%20their%20support%20for%20the%20Voice.
https://nswbar.asn.au/the-bar-association/publications/inbrief/view/21dc6bda18d1036ec37b45178e10fd85
https://nswbar.asn.au/the-bar-association/publications/inbrief/view/21dc6bda18d1036ec37b45178e10fd85
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Dr Kristine Hanscombe KC Fiona McLeod AO S.C.  Anthony Neal KC 

David Neal S.C.   Christopher Caleo KC  Jeffery Gleeson KC 

Rachel Doyle S.C.  Peter Morrissey S.C.  Colin Forrest S.C. 

Warren Friend KC  Wendy Harris KC  Peter Gray KC 

Adrian Finanzio S.C.  Nicholas Pane KC  Susan Brennan S.C. 

Nicholas Tweedie S.C.  Jason Pizer KC   Dr Felicity Gerry KC 

Lachlan Armstrong KC  Michelle Britbart KC  Daniel Gurvich KC 

Peter Willis S.C.   Daniel Star KC   Mark Irving KC 

Lisa de Ferrari S.C.  Sally Flynn KC   Michael Wise KC 

Craig Dowling S.C.  Julian McMahon AC S.C.  Claire Harris KC  

Minal Vohra S.C.  Jenny Firkin KC   Juliet Forsyth S.C. 

Justin Hannebery KC  William Lye OAM KC  Dr Andrew Hanak KC 

Georgina Costello KC  Marita Foley S.C.  Malcolm Harding S.C. 

Richard Knowles KC  Lisa Hannon KC   Justin Graham KC 

Elizabeth Ruddle KC   Megan Tittensor S.C.  Daniel Aghion KC 

Patrick Doyle S.C.  Kathleen Foley S.C.  Angus Macnab S.C. 

Emily Porter S.C.   Fiona Ryan S.C.   Ruth Shann S.C. 

William Edwards S.C.  Christian Juebner S.C.  Jonathan Kirkwood S.C.  

Eleanor Mallett S.C.  Zoe Maud S.C.   Maria Pilipasidis S.C. 

Raelene Sharp S.C.  Melanie Szydzik S.C.  Carl Moller S.C. 

Antony Trood   Carmella Ben-Simon  Ragu Appudurai  

Jim Shaw   Anthony Lang   Michael Pavone  

Eugene White   John Tesarsch   Matthew Townsend 

Carrie Rome-Sievers  Sharon Lacy   Chris Sievers 

Anne Sheehan   Daniel Harrison   Sarah Porritt 

Geoffrey Ambrose  David Glynn   Patricia Jones 

Glen Pauline   Bart Carew   Nick Dubrow 

John Gurr   Tony Vriends   Peter Matthews 

Hamish Redd   Simon Rubenstein  Simone Bingham  

Samuel Bird   Rachel Ellyard   Justin Wheelahan 

Craig Halfpenny   Jeremy Whelan   Lyndell McCreadie 

Sarah Cherry   Joanne Lardner   Esther James 

James Shaw   Michele Brooks   David Cronin 

Ruth Hamnett   Jim McKenna   Lindy Barrett 
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Catherine Devine  Darren Ferrari   Tony Horan 

Gabi Crafti   Michael Kats   Clive Madder 

Barnaby Johnston  Kim Southey   Michael Stanton 

Nicola Collingwood  Rebecca Davern   Naomi Smith 

Aggy Kapitaniak   Sam Ure   David Yarrow 

Christopher Brown  Phoebe Knowles  Toby Cogley 

Alexandra Golding  Alison Umbers   Kate Bowshell 

Kate Burke   Rupert Watters   Liam Brown 

Maree Norton   Matthew Albert   Jeffrey Stanley 

Stephen Devlin   Karen Argiropoulos  Justin Willee 

Jane Sharp   Emma Peppler   Tamieka Spencer Bruce 

Diana Price   Tiphanie Acreman  Carmen Currie 

Kylie Evans   Megan Fitzgerald  Louise Hicks 

Naomi Hodgson   Viola Katotas   Helen Tiplady 

Daniel Robinson  Stella Gold   Aimee Kinda 

Premala Thiagarajan  Fiona Batten   Jennifer Trewhella  

Sarala Fitzgerald  Grace Morgan   Ian Munt  

Carolyn Symons   Natalie Blok   Kylie Weston-Scheuber 

Siobhan Kelly   Sarah Lean   Andrew Newman 

Georgia Douglas  Yasser Bakri   Angel Aleksov 

Megan Cameron  Clare Cunliffe   Darren Bruno 

Haroon Hassan   Karina Popova   Amanda Burnnard 

Evelyn Tadros   Brooke Hutchins   Paul Smallwood 

Georgina Connelly  Rebecca Dal Pra   Mark Hosking 

Min Guo   Dr Adam McBeth  Raj Bhattacharya 

John Moore   Rebecca Howe   Paul Czarnota 

Amy Peek-Lasry   Anastasia Smietanka  Andrew Yuile 

Robert Forrester  Anna Lord   Marissa Chorn 

Tim Jeffrie   Carly Robertson   Franceska Leoncio 

Yi-Chuan Chen   Jennifer Cowen    Adam Purton 

Natalie Campbell  Reegan Grayson Morison Samantha Seoud 

Julia Kretzenbacher  Christopher McDermott  Abbie Roodenburg 

Tom Barry   Elizabeth Bateman  Alice Muhlebach 

Jim Hartley    Stephanie Wallace  Roshan Chaile 



 

 4 

Lachlan Carter   James Tierney   Sandra Wendlandt  

Julie Buxton   Johannes Schmidt  Albert Ounapuu  

Marion Isobel   Joanna Dodd   Serena Armstrong 

Amanda Carruthers  Joanne Poole   Kate Ballard  

Lachlan Cameron  Emily Anderson   Chiara Bryan 

Jordan Wright   Greg Buchhorn   Fabian Brimfield 

Anna O’Callaghan  Christopher Lum  Monika Pekevska 

Shanta Martin   Vicki Bell   Kestin Mildenhall 

Caroline Dawes   Nonni Sdraulig   Sally Bastick 

Rabea Khan   Alexandra Guild   Ashleigh Harrold 

Huw Watkins   Tom Battersby   Edwina Smith 

Felicity Fox   Susanna Locke   Suganya Pathan 

Scott Cromb   Carly Marcs    Anthony Pyne 

Johann Ollquist   Martin Radzaj   Ganesh Jegatheesan 

Ella Delany   Nick Mutton   Toni Stokes 

Tahlia Ferrari   Kathy Karadimas  William Blake  

Tony Middleton   Jess Moir   Philippa Kelly 

Andrew Norris   Nadia Stojanova  Priya Wakhlu 

Sahrah Hogan    Gemma Cafarella   Rhiannon Malone 

Anna Martin   Simon Thomas   Katharine Brown 

Sophie Stafford   Julian Murphy    Amanda Storey 

Liam McAuliffe   Ben Bromberg   Tessa Meyrick 

Anna Dixon   Patrick Coleridge  Bridie Kelly 

Nick Boyd-Caine  Sophie Stafford   Cal Viney 

Chris Fitzgerald   Sophie Molyneux  Kate Lyle 

Zoe Anderson   Jacqueline Fumberger  Shawn Rajanayagam 

David De Witt   Tim McCulloch   Christin Tom  

Annabel Tresise   Mietta McDonald  Vanessa Bacchetti 

Nicholas Petrie   Katharine Brown   Amara Hughes 

Justin Tevelein   Jack Maxwell   Yusur Al-Azzawi  

Gabriel Chipkin   Laila Hamzi   Hannah Hofmann 

Gisela Nip   Eugene Twomey  Hannah Canham 

James Gray   Brandan Cooper  Tom Rawlinson 

Harriet Geddes   Sam Cooper   D’Arcy Hope 
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Hugh Crosthwaite  Elle Addams   Nikolas Barron 

Maria Cananzi   Jack Kelly   Maddy Grant 

Michael Reardon  Tom Ellicott   Owen Nanlohy 

Alison Martyn   Sheeana Dhanji   Rebecca Kelly 

Haley Aprile   Sophie Coulson   Ella Crotty 

Genna Angelowitsch  Emma Fargher   Dara Isaacson 

Kaitlyn Foote 

 

And the following readers: 

Ashleigh Best   Stephanie Cheligoy   Tara Hooper 

Christopher Lees  Iman Osman   Briana Proud  

Elissa Taylor   Hamish Williamson  Daniel Zajd 


