
MEDIA RELEASE  

 

STATEMENT BY LEADERS OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION IN SUPPORT OF THE VOICE 

 

26 April 2023 

 

We are senior barristers who have served in national leadership positions in the legal profession. 

 

We each support the proposal to amend the Commonwealth Constitution to recognise First 

Australians and enshrine a Voice enabling representations to be made to the Parliament and the 

executive government. We will each be voting ‘yes’ at this year’s referendum.  

 

Each of us has closely examined the proposed amendment set out in the Constitution Alteration 

(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice) 2023.  

 

We each believe the amendment, if passed, would strengthen our democracy by giving Indigenous 

Australians a substantive, meaningful and proportionate entitlement to make representations in 

relation to policies and initiatives that impact their communities. 

 

The amendment has been carefully drafted and reviewed. It would expressly authorise Parliament 

to make laws with respect to matters relating to the Voice. This is constitutionally orthodox. The 

language of the proposed empowering provision is materially identical to that appearing at the 

commencement of section 51 of the Constitution, which empowers the Parliament to make laws 

on a raft of subjects, including trade and commerce, taxation, external affairs and defence. 

Parliament will be able to calibrate the legislation governing the operation of the Voice from time 

to time as circumstances change, just as it changes laws relating to each of those other subjects.  

 

Australia’s Indigenous peoples have suffered from historic injustices as a result of the colonisation 

and dispossession of their lands, territories and resources in a way that has prevented them from 

achieving full and equal participation in our society. We each believe those injustices warrant 

Constitutional recognition and enshrinement of a Voice.  

 

We each believe that success of the referendum will be a powerful statement of reconciliation and 

unity that will resound throughout this land and beyond. In the language of the Uluru Statement 

from the Heart, it will be an acceptance of the invitation of Australia’s First Nations peoples to walk 

together in a movement for a better future. 
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