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Jud

gment

day for 10,

‘Wilkinson
on April 4

. TIMCLARKE -

. 'The judgment day in the defa-
' mation trial of Bruce Lehr-
mann vs Network Ten — and

. by proxy his accuser Brittany
Higgins — will be on April 4.

" Andthatisjustone day after
Ms Higgins and her fiance
David Sharaz are due to
return to a Perth courtin their
continuing defamation battle

. against-outgoing WA senator
Linda Reynolds.

. Mr Lehrmann sued both
Channel Ten and Lisa Wilkin-

" son, below with Ms Higgins,
over their.interview with Ms
Higginsin 2021 —in which she
claimed to have been raped by
a colleague in Parliament

" House, That colleague wasnot

named in the show. But Mr

Lehrmann claims the details

in it revéaled it was him any-

way — and that {Hé allegation

“itterly destroyed him”,
Hehas always claimed inno-

cence. .A criminal charge

against him was tried, but fell

- away after that trial co]lapsed

. and was then.abandoned.

He then sued, prompting
days of contested gvidence
from him and Ms Higgins
before Sydney’s Federal Court

' latelast year, Justice Leeis set

: to deliver some truncated

- decision for his judgment

© orally, and will then release a

* more detailed written judg-

_ment on the court’s website.

. To fight off the case, Net-

. work Ten and Ms Wilkinson

- will have to prove the alleged

. rape took place on the balance

. of probabilities, And  that

means at the heart of the case

were the differing versions of

MrLehrmann and Ms Higgins

— and their credibility, That

has been: questioned on both

. sides by Justice Lee already.
The main judgment will

come 24 hours after a delayed

action taken by Senator Rey-
. nolds against her former
" adviser and her partner,

restumption of the defamation’

TIM CLARKE

The man accused of murder-
ing much-loved lawyer Alice
McShera at Crown Towers is
making a bid to hire the
barrister who defended Bruce
Lehrmann -against a’ rape
allegation made. by Bmttany
Higgins
‘Cameron Pearson did not
appear in person; or via video,
during a brief hearing of his
case at Stirling Gardens Ma-
gistrates Court on Wednesday.
But prosecutor Michael
Cvetkovski did reveal that the
alleged killer, below, is plan-
ning to brief Steven Whybrow
to be his defence barrister.
Mr Whybrow has been

Vapl'ng .cancer cells Imked

Vaping can trigger changes in
cells often seen in smokers
which may lead to cancer.

The findings indicate e-
cigarettes are “not as harmless
as originally thought”, experts
at University Co]lege London
say.

The study” adds to evidence
thatlong-term vapingmay cause

significant- damage Epithelial

cells — which line organs and
are often the site of new cancers
— showed substantial -gene-
based changes in smokers and
vape users.

The warning comes as the
Government introduces a law to
restrict flavours and packaging
marketed at youngsters.

One in five children have used

a vape, figures show,

ROWN KL
ACCUSED

thrust into the spotlight in the
last year having defended Mr
Lehrmann  through  the
Canberra courts against the
allegation he raped Ms Higgins
in Parliament House in 2019,
That defence was vigorous,
before the criminal trial was

abandoned last year after .

juror misconduct. . -

A retrial was then aban-
doned by the Canberra DPP.

Mr Whybrow was also prom-
inent in the recent defamation
trial Mr Lehrmann, pictured
right, launched against Net-
work Ten and its star presenter
Lisa Wilkinson. He cross-
examined Ms Higgins for
several days, as he had done
during the criminal trial.

The judgment in the
defamation trial will be hand-
ed down on April 4,

Mr Whybrow now has a
place in the prominent Albert

- Wolff chambers in Perth and,
it appears, a prominent
place in the continuing case
against Mr Pearson.

WA Police will allege Ms
McShera, pictured above,
suffered serious head injuries
inside her room at Crown
Towers, where she was staying
while attending 'a legal
industry gala,
After Ms McShera’s
death on October 29 last

year, Insp, Geoff
A

DeSanges revealed family had
been attempting to contact her
before calling through to the
hotel directly. Crown security
were then alerted, before mak-
ing the horrifying discovery.

Mr Pearson was allegedly
inside the room, with
self-inflicted .injuries, which
were treated before he was
taken into police custody.

“The lady had obviously
serious injuries through head
trauma and the male had inju-
ries that we believe were self-
inflicted, so it would have been
an extremely confronting
scene,” Insp. DeSanges
said,

“Any violence is hor-
rendous and  certainly
that which oceurs in a
domestic environ-
ment is awful,
Unfortunately,
we're seeing too
much of it. One
is too much.
© “To see it J

- time and time
-again-is con-
cerning and
we'fe doing
everything we ¢
can in a proac-
tive - way and
certainly a reac-
tive way in situa- |
tions like this, to
deal with it.”

TURNS TO
EHRMANN
LAWYER

murderer wants
prominent barrister

Ms McShera’s apparent final
social media post indicated she
was happy and healthy inside
the room at Crown, posting
how she was “lovinglife” inthe .
hours before her death.

Her death prompted an out-
pouring of tributes and grief’
from friends and colleagues.

Ms McShera was an experi-
enced advocate and barrister,
having been admitted to prac-

_ tise more than 10 years ago.

Based in the Murray .
Chambers in the CBD, she had
appeared in WA’s Supreme
Court as well as various-
magistrates courts, Before
 that, she worked as an asso-
ciate to a-WA Family Court
! judge. In 2015, she obtained
» her Master of Laws
from the Australian
National Univer- .
sity.

Her main area
of work was in

Family Court, .
! where she spe- °
cialised in fam- |
ily law cases,
custody issues,
restraining
| orders and .
child support,

Mr Pearson *
remains in °
custody, and
is due back in
court in May,

Qantas love triangle led to brutal assault

A Qantas flight attendant who
punched her &50-year-old co-
worker after finding out shé had

been sleeping with her ex-part- .

ner left injuries that were so bad
doctors had to insert titanium
screws into the victim's face,
Arabella Klmberly Mai Lans-
down, 24, admitted in a Brigbane
court that she fractured her 50-
year-old co-worker's cheekbone,

t 1

upper jaw and eye socket with-a
single punch.
Both women had worked
together as flight attendants and
" the court was told Lansdown
confronted the woman at her
. home on November 26, 2022,
after finding out she had been
sleeping with Lansdown’s ex-
partner, In her victim impact
statement, the woman said she

still experienced continued
numbness and psychological
issues because of the attack,
Defence barrister Martin
Longhurst said Lansdown start-
ed at Qantas on an Indigenous
traineeship and worked as a
flight attendant for five years.
Judge Vicki Loury handed
Lansdown an 18-month jail
term, suspended for two years,




