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14 February 2025 

Mr Gregory Barns SC 
republicone@ozemail.com.au                 
 
 
Dear Mr Barns SC 

I write to you as a Senior Counsel regarding the new Protocol for Appointment to King’s 
Counsel in Tasmania (the Protocol). 

As you know, the title of King’s Counsel holds a significant historical and cultural significance 
within the legal community. It is a title that has been used for centuries to denote exceptional 
legal expertise and service to the Crown.  

It is my view that legal practitioners who have been appointed as Senior Counsel in Tasmania 
should have the choice to apply for appointment as King’s Counsel.  It is my view that this 
option pays homage to our legal heritage and provides individuals who apply for the title with 
a connection to this longstanding legal tradition. Further, by providing this option Tasmanians 
who are entitled to this appointment will not be disadvantaged by mainland counterparts. 

I have accordingly established a Protocol for Appointments to King’s Counsel on 1 December 
2024 and attach a copy for your information. 

If you are interested in making an application pursuant to the Protocol, I invite you to write to 
me, outlining your interest and any relevant information in support of your application.   

Yours sincerely 

 

Hon Guy Barnett MP 
Deputy Premier 
Attorney-General 
Minister for Justice 
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