
 

 

 

 

 

Our Website Has Moved! 

Hi everyone. Our website (formerly www.jasnadayton.org) has moved 

now to www.jasnacwo.org. Everything is still the same otherwise and 

currently looks the same. Please use this address to access our 

Reading Group Pages and Events Page for all the latest 

information.   

 

Elections Are Coming Up Soon! 

The Nominating Committee of the Central & Western Ohio Region of 

the Jane Austen Society of North America proposes the following slate 

of officers for a two-year term starting on September 1, 2024. In about 30 

days you will be asked via email to vote, for or against electing this slate.  

 

Regional Coordinator                         Eilanna Price 

Vice RC                                              Vacant 

Program Coordinator(s)                     Vacant 

Reading Group Coordinator              Wilson Palmer 

Treasurer                                            Judy McCoy   

Secretary                                            Marja Weaver 

Membership Coordinator                   Deb Bentley 

Librarian                                             Eilanna Price 
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http://www.jasnacwo.org/


 

Card Party in Dayton Area 

Join us on Sunday May 19, 2024 from 2-4 p.m. for a card party at 

the Woodbourne Library 6060 Far Hills Ave, Centerville, OH 

45459 (click here for directions). Learn how to play Regency Era 

card games and have fun with us! There is no fee to attend this 

program.  

We are planning to do card parties in other areas, too, in 

case this location is too far for you. Please keep an eye on 

http://www.jasnacwo.org/upcoming-events/ for more details of when those will be.  

 

 

Lafferty Pike Music Event Recap 

By Eilanna Price 

JASNA CWO hosted a musical afternoon with 

Lafferty Pike on March 10, 2024 featuring music 

from Jane Austen’s songbooks, as well as 

information about the music in between each piece.    

We know Jane Austen as a beloved author 

whose keen depictions of human nature continue to 

delight, but she was also a pianist, singer, and 

music aficionado. Her personal songbooks contain 

a treasure trove of Regency Era music curated by Jane herself. Like many of her literary 

heroines, her own personality is revealed by her musical tastes. 

The musicians of Lafferty Pike presented 13 selections from Jane Austen’s eclectic 

collection, including comic operas, hymns, dances, instrumental showpieces, and romantic 

ballads. We traveled back in time with sounds of harp, violin, and guitar to hear the music that 

cheered and inspired this remarkable woman. 

Along with music we had scones and a selection of hot teas for everyone to enjoy. This 

was open to the public and held in one of our local libraries to attract new Jane Austen 

enthusiasts. A good time was had by all and some new people were introduced to JASNA.  

 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/k845nhte
http://www.jasnacwo.org/upcoming-events/


 

Reading Group Update 

By Wilson Palmer 

Our final Reading Group meeting on Sense and Sensibility was conducted in Kay Berg’s lovely 

home. Ten people were present plus two on Zoom. Tea and treats included Kay’s amazing 

artichoke dip. Mariah Busher ably moderated the discussion while keeping the Zoom participants 

engaged with the group and turning the computer around in all directions so everyone could see 

and be seen. While I teased a couple of folks about reporting to us the meaning and purpose of 

the novel, nothing was offered on this subject, so I guess my opinion in my last Reading Group 

email is the correct answer!   

One person thought that Elinor’s lecture to Marianne and her mother in Vol. III, Chapter 

11 on the total selfishness of Willoughby somewhat overly strong and perhaps even offensive. 

But, upon returning home and rereading that chapter, I do not feel that way. Surely within the 

confines of their own home, families are allowed to discuss deeper issues than the weather and 

condition of the roads! What I see is not a lecture but a thoughtful and deliberate daughter 

looking more deeply into possible sequels of the story. What would the day-to-day have been 

like if Marianne had married Willoughby? Elinor, the artist, gives us a very vivid picture that 

feels quite plausible. It would not have occurred to me to come up with Elinor’s brilliant 

psychological insight of Willoughby that only now does he have the bandwidth to rue the loss of 

Marianne since his number one concern, money, is no longer pressing down on him. The 

distilling of all the human complexity of Willoughby down to the simple basic principle of 

selfishness is quite an act of genius. Yes, it is unfair to Willoughby for Elinor to portray him this 

way, but I needed to hear this explanation, and the Dashwoods, twisted up in the messiness of 

human emotions and experiences, doubly needed to hear this simple summation in order tie it up, 

put it aside, and heal.  

Someone asked why did Elinor even listen to Willoughby’s imposition at Cleveland, 

instead of refusing him and leaving the room? Perhaps as a single woman in the presence of a 

landed gentleman there was a power imbalance. Also, Elinor is one who obeys the rules of 

manners, which means she has to be polite even to the ill-mannered. Interestingly the Emma 

Thompson movie left that scene out. This means the many pages 

of teeth gnashing by Marianne can also be skipped in the movie, 

and Willoughby can be simply written off as a cad. Speaking of 

movies, which we often seem to do, most of us agreed that movies 

are a good introduction to the novels and can at times emphasize 

the drama better than Austen’s words.  

So much else was mentioned. Are selfish people happy? Current inheritance rules in 

England. What is a sweep? How much money will Elinor and Edward have to live on, and what 

lifestyle would that enable? Someone mentioned how Elinor is the only Austen heroine who does 

not marry into money, but maybe Fanny Price comes into a similar level of income. Is there a 



reverse marriage double standard where Lucy can back out of the engagement but Edward 

cannot? This is another novel where we are disappointed with the missing proposal scenes. 

One generous participant had a kind thought to spare for Robert Ferrars – was he thinking 

of being useful to his brother when going to see Lucy the first time? Many of us enjoyed 

Austen’s jokes about the future lack of domestic felicity between Robert and Lucy and also 

involving their husbands in the rivalry between Lucy and Fanny Dashwood. It is fun to compare 

that to the real companionship between the Edward’s and the Colonel’s families. A marriage 

counselor who studied the novel’s couples decided Marianne and Brandon checked the most 

boxes for a deeply happy relationship. One of our readers recognized herself in Marianne’s 

overly ambitious plans to change her life when she returned to Barton. This is exactly the kind of 

stories we tell ourselves when we go through major life alterations. 

I am planning to hold a summer Reading Group on Austen’s “Catherine or the Bower.”  

Next fall we plan to start two years of talking about Pride and Prejudice.  

 

 

 

JASNA Central and Western Ohio Executive Committee 

   Regional Coordinator      Eilanna Price           eilannaesp@yahoo.com 

   Program Coordinators     Vacant 

   Reading Group Coordinator              Wilson Palmer           wilson3cp@gmail.com 

   Treasurer       Judy McCoy           mccoyjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Secretary    Marja Weaver           phototrekker@att.net 

   Membership Coordinator  Deb Bentley           extraone@woh.rr.com  

   Librarian and Historian  Eilanna Price           eilannaesp@yahoo.com  

   Publicity Coordinator  Vacant 

   Fundraising Coordinator  Camilla Mauzy           c.mauzy@hotmail.com 

   Newsletter Editor   Mariah Busher           jane.sonnet.mb@gmail.com  
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