
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Twelfth Night Ball is Back! 

 

Join us for our annual Twelfth Night ball on Saturday, January 4, 

2025, from 5 to 9 p.m.at the Armstrong Event Center (121 S. 

Broadway St., Lebanon, OH 45036). The event includes dinner, 

Regency Era dancing (with instruction and dance callers), and period 

card games. 

 

Tickets are $65 per person for JASNA and English Country Dance members and $70 per 

person for non-members. Space is limited, so reserve your spot soon! The deadline to register 

is Dec. 20, 2024. 

 

You can purchase tickets through Eventbrite here: https://tinyurl.com/dx6yyf9m or you can 

send a check to Mary Ann Gasior, 2727 Old Whipp Court, Centerville, OH 45440. Please make 

checks payable to JASNA CWO AND please include which dinner option you would like, as 

well as a good contact phone number and email. 

 

Dinner will be a choice of buffet line or vegetarian baked squash (indicate your choice when 

registering) 

 

Buffet line meal: Roasted turkey breast, herb crusted pork loin, sauteed green beans (contains 

butter), mashed Yukon potatoes. 
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Vegetarian meal: Acorn squash (vegetarian and gluten free) stuffed with quinoa, dried 

cranberries, fresh herbs and walnuts. 

 

All meals include garden salad with dressing on the side (ranch or white balsamic vinegar), 

fresh-baked yeast rolls, blackberry cobbler, coffee, tea, and punch. 

 

Dress: Festive, formal attire from any era. 

 

Questions? Contact our Regional Coordinator, Eilanna Price, at eilannaesp@yahoo.com 

 

Please note: The Armstrong Event Center will follow state and local guidelines for any COVID 

response needed, such as masks. Currently, masks are not needed. 

 

Cancellation/Refund policy: 

If inclement weather or other unforeseen circumstances require us to cancel the event, we will 

notify you as soon as possible. You can also follow our Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/jasnacwo) for updates. 

 

If you need to cancel your registration, notify Registration Coordinator Eilanna Price via email 

at eilannaesp@yahoo.com. A refund, minus any costs already incurred by JASNA CWO on your 

behalf, will be issued for cancellations received by the registration deadline (December 20, 

2024). No refunds will be issued for cancellations received after the deadline. 

 

We are happy to send a contribution acknowledgement letter for tax declaration purposes if you 

would like your non-refunded and unused registration fee to become a charitable contribution to 

JASNA CWO. Please contact JASNA CWO Treasurer Judy McCoy (mccoyjm@sbcglobal.net ) 

in addition to the registration coordinator to request a contribution acknowledgement. 
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Chawton in Columbus Update 

 

Chawton in Columbus will also be meeting soon, on December 15, 2024 at 

1:30 p.m. at the Northern Lights Library (Meeting Room 1), 4093 

Cleveland Avenue. The theme for the 2025 AGM (Baltimore, October 10-

12) is Austen at 250: "No check to my Genius from beginning to end". 

Because Persuasion is considered to be one of her novels that display her 

genius, they will begin to read it for this next session. At this meeting, they will 

focus on chapters 1-12 of volume I. 

Hot water, a variety of teas, cups, plates and napkins will be provided. You are welcome 

to bring food to share with others if you wish.  

Please let the coordinators know by December 10 if you are planning to attend. See the 

Columbus Reading Group Page (https://www.jasnacwo.org/columbus-reading-group/) for more 

information.  

 

 

Reading Group Update 

By Wilson Palmer, with editing by Kay Berg 

 

Eleven gathered in Alice and Wilson’s Cincinnati home for the Reading Group on Sunday, 

November 10, 2024. Another six joined us via Zoom and Mariah helped Lisa McKenzie, our 

discussion leader, ensure that everyone had a chance to share in the discussion. Lisa is 

composing a Pride and Prejudice parallel novel focused on Lydia Bennet’s point of view, 

perhaps to be called Pride and Impertinence. Lisa shared how looking deeply into the childhood 

and background of a character like Mr. Wickham has increased her sympathy, even though her 

perception of him as a negative person is not much altered. She noted how Austen uses 

conflicting personalities to create a dramatic tension (Mr. and Mrs. 

Bennet, for example) which engages the reader and causes 

characters to miscommunicate and therefore be mysteries to each 

other and sometimes a mystery to themselves.  

https://www.jasnacwo.org/columbus-reading-group/


We discussed how skillfully Austen introduces the main characters to us in these first 

chapters, often through the first words they speak.  Mr. and Mrs. Bennet reveal much about 

themselves in the first two pages. In Chapter 2, overlooked Kitty is only given a cough to irritate 

her mother. Later we find her father does not pay much attention to her either. In that chapter 

Lydia is also introduced but she gets a sentence which shows us something about her: “’Oh!’ 

said Lydia stoutly, ‘I am not afraid; for though I am the youngest, I’m the tallest.’” Chapter 3 is 

the first time Mr. Darcy and Mr. Bingley speak in the novel and their triple back and forth says 

much about their characters. We really meet Elizabeth and 

Jane in the first two pages of Chapter 4. In talking about 

Charlotte opening the dance with Mr. Bingley in Chapter 5 

we learn something about her practical sense and polite 

modesty with her first words: “Yes, but he seemed to like his 

second better.” In the same chapter, Austen gives us Mary, 

who is proud of her serious reflections, ironically saying 

“Pride is a very common failing I believe.”   

We discussed Mrs. Bennet as a comic character that is so simple-minded she cannot 

perceive how her own lack of manners and social intelligence thwarts her goal of getting her 

daughters well married. Yet a few spoke up with sympathy for Mrs. Bennet, for she is wise 

enough to recognize that a fearful desperation of poverty is waiting to engulf her if she does not 

act to create a different future. There was less sympathy for Mr. Bennet, a well-off man with 

2000 pounds per year but without enough common sense to save part of his income. A less 

indolent man could also have attempted to modernize and improve the annual yield from his 

estate. 

We learned some ‘entails details.’ Those who have read ahead know from the De 

Bourghs that estates do not have to exclude the female line. During Austen’s time in England 

entails were limited to a short span of time. It could only reach so far into the future as to cover 

one generation later than the generation of the youngest family relative living at the time the 

entail was created or renewed. Families were regularly choosing to continue protecting their 

estates from being subdivided and choosing who could inherit. One possible interpretation in a 

close reading of the text is that Mr. Bennet’s father encouraged or forced Mr. Bennet to renew 
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the entail when he was first married, and no one considered the possibility that there would be no 

male children. 

Before and during the elder Bennet girls’ multiple-day stay at Netherfield Park, Austen 

tells us that Mr. Darcy is becoming a little interested in Elizabeth. A 

question was asked whether we thought her sparing with him is partly 

because Elizabeth also feels an attraction. Most of us did not think so and, 

we think, Elizabeth’s disdain encourages her to push the boundaries of 

decorum as she tries to poke some holes in his proud façade. Yet when Mr. 

Bingley says something that seems to sting Mr. Darcy, Elizabeth proves she 

is not mean-spirited by suppressing her temptation to laugh at that moment. 

Someone asked why Mr. Darcy so patiently puts up with Miss Bingley’s attentive irritations. But 

as a guest in Mr. Bingley’s house, of which his sister is tasked with its management, what else 

could a polite gentleman do? While writing his letter, Mr. Darcy shows that Elizabeth is not the 

only sarcastic wit present when he gives Miss Bingley a little jab as he defers her “raptures till I 

write again…” 

The above summary is a very short recollection of two full hours of conversation and 

observations. Here are a few more tidbits I recall: 

Lydia’s use of the word “fun” many times in the novel displays a negative side of her 

character and shows her to be less than genteel. 

Charlotte Lucas also seems to be a studier of character, like Elizabeth, except it seems 

Charlotte is much better at it. Someone wondered if Charlotte’s sense and understanding is the 

result of painful life lessons learned from an unhappy romantic episode in her younger days.   

Is Austen’s “To be fond of dancing was a certain step towards falling in love” truth or 

sarcasm like her famous first line? Someone pointed out that teenage boys seem to be 

uninterested in dancing until they suddenly become mature enough to desire female company. 

Did Mr. Darcy mean to offend Elizabeth at the Meryton ball or was her overhearing the 

remark unintended? Someone noted that he spoke immediately after making eye contact. It is her 

eyes that later draw him in so, consciously or unconsciously, is he throwing up a wall to keep her 

attraction away? Being, perhaps, an introvert or even on the high functioning autistic spectrum, 

Mr. Darcy was already unhappily and uncomfortably out of his element and within a lower-class 

environment. He was grumpy before he spotted Elizabeth.   
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The next Reading Group meeting is scheduled for February 9, 2025 at Kay Berg’s 

home in Dayton. Mariah Busher plans to lead the discussion of Pride and Prejudice, chapters 11 

through 18 of volume I.  

 

Summer Adventures 

By Mariah Busher 

 

This summer I had the pleasure of going on the JASNA sponsored 

tour of England, and it was a wonderful experience! A small band 

of Janeites from all over the country (not to mention our incredible 

tour guide, Marian) following in Austen’s footsteps, as well as the 

Dashwood’s since the theme of the trip was Sense and Sensibility. 

While I have been lucky enough to have seen a lot of the main 

Austen sites (Chawton Cottage and Chawton House Library, Bath), 

this tour was well worth doing because you get to see so much 

more, and mostly importantly, you get to experience these things in 

ways you never would on your own.  

My favorite parts of the trip 

were these one-of-a-kind experiences. Eating lunch inside 

Chawton House rather than the café outside, in between 

exploring the rooms and library. Having a lovely little service at 

Jane Austen’s gravestone at Winchester Cathedral with the 

rector before they opened to visitors. Evensong at Winchester 

College Chapel. Visiting Steventon Church and having a snack 

and visiting with some of the villagers (including a Michigander 

expat!). Visiting a small village (Upton Pyne) and having tea 

and homemade scones and Devizes cheesecakes in the village 

hall with some of the villagers (well-earned after scaling a very 

tight, dark, and unnerving bell tower for an incredible view of 

the Devon countryside—worth the scary climb!).  

The Cobb at Lyme Regis (yes, it 

slopes that badly) 

Jane Austen’s gravestone in Winchester 

Cathedral  



The absolute best of these 

experiences, though, was being at 

Chawton Cottage (known as Jane Austen 

House Museum) for the “opening up.” We 

arrived well before the public were 

allowed in and got to go around on our 

own throughout the building, seeing the 

shutters and doors to the rooms opened 

for the day, much as a servant or Austen 

herself might have done in the morning as 

everyone starts getting up and moving 

about. After exploring on our own, we got to have a mid-

morning cup of tea and toasted English muffins out in the 

garden.  

Such an incredible set of experiences will stay with me forever. I highly recommend, if 

you have the means and the opportunity, to take part in one of these tours at some point. I had the 

best time and met some incredible people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devizes cheesecakes (which 

Austen mentioned in her 

letters and enjoyed) and a cup 

of tea to settle the nerves. 

Devonshire from the bell tower at 

Church of Our Lady in Upton Pyne.  
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