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Check Out Our Website! 
 

Since it is the 250th anniversary of Jane Austen’s birth, there are a lot of great events and 

activities going on besides what we at JASNA are doing. On our website, we have created a 

News Page (https://www.jasnacwo.org/news/)  where you can go to see some of the local things 

going on that might be of interest other than JASNA sponsored activities. Be sure to keep an eye 

out as more things are added, and if you hear of anything you think we should know about that is 

not on there, please feel free to email the information to us at jasnacwo@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 “Tunes and Expressions”:  Favorite Songs of Jane Austen with 

Lafferty Pike 
 

We know Jane Austen as a beloved author whose keen 

depictions of human nature continue to delight.  But 

she was also a pianist, singer, and music 

aficionado.  Her personal songbooks contain a treasure 

trove of Regency Era music curated by Jane 

herself.  Like many of her literary heroines, her own 

personality is revealed by her musical tastes. 

The musicians of Lafferty Pike will present 

selections from Jane Austen’s eclectic collection, including comic operas, hymns, dances, 

instrumental showpieces, and romantic ballads.  Travel back in time with sounds of harp, violin, 

and guitar to hear the music that cheered and inspired this remarkable woman. 

Join us Sunday October 26, 2025 at 2:30pm for tea, scones, and music at the Hilliard 

Library (4500 Hickory Chase Way, Hilliard, OH 43026). This event is free and open to the 

public, so bring your friends, family, acquaintances, random people you see with a Jane Austen 

themed pin on their shirt.  
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JASNA CWO 2026 Twelfth Night Ball: Save the Date! 
 
Join us for our annual Twelfth Night ball on Saturday, January 10, 

2026, from 5 to 9 p.m. at the Armstrong Event Center (121 S. 

Broadway St., Lebanon, OH 45036). The event includes dinner, 

Regency Era dancing (with instruction and dance callers), and period 

card games. 

Tickets will be $65 per person for JASNA and English 

Country Dance members and $70 per person for non-members. 

Registration will open November 1, 2025. For full details, please see 

https://www.jasnacwo.org/12th-night-ball/.   

 

 

 

Summer Reading Discussion 
By Wilson Palmer 

 

This summer we took a break from our two-year slow read of Pride and Prejudice. During a 

single Reading Group session on July 13 2025, we discussed Pride and Protest by Nikki Payne. 

Six attended in person and three on Zoom. Mariah Busher put this event 

together, led the discussion and set up and kept track of those on Zoom.   

At the beginning of this discussion, Mariah found that two attendees 

liked the book, five did not, while the other two were in between or did not 

register an opinion. By the end of our two hours together, all of us had a 

better appreciation and understanding of the book and the author’s skills. 

We were told that she loves Jane Austen, and during the discussion I came 

to understand that better. 

Most of us were positive about dipping into life within an African 

American family. Dorsey’s multicultural family was an interesting change, 

as was taking on a real life, complex problem like gentrification. But the 

seemingly altered personalities discouraged me and others. During our 

discussions, however, new connections were made. Where in the original 

story Jane had a brief affection for a boy who wrote her some pretty verses “and so ended his 

affection,” the equivalent modern Janae would have a child who was killed by the father’s drunk 

driving. This provided Janae with an illness (alcohol induced depression) that required Liza’s 

presence at the Pemberley Development office where a snowstorm turned a visit into an 

overnight event. If 220 years ago Jane Bennet was a perfect conduct book person, then the 

modern Janae could be a qualified financial manager. Where Mr. Bingley could provide Jane 

Bennet with about the only employment women were then allowed (wife), David Bradley 

interviewed Janae Bennett for a job with Pemberley Development Corporation. 

We got a taste of our own medicine, when the slang, abbreviations and cultural references 

caused lack of understanding and negative feelings about the book. We were reminded that these 

https://www.jasnacwo.org/12th-night-ball/


are the same barriers which current youth experience when encountering Jane Austen’s novels. 

We felt Nikki Payne was more generous to her Bennett family, gave them more growth and 

happier endings for LeDeya (Lydia) and Maurice (Mary). There was some conversation on how 

the family dynamic changed without a Kitty character present. LeDeya was more connected to 

her elder sisters, for example, without her partner in the “crime” of vulgarity.   

We revived the Pride and Prejudice discussion of whether Lucia (called Chicho and 

based on Charlotte Lucas) was selfish or not. She was helping herself, but she was also helping 

her extended family in both the old and new story. Someone said that Chicho’s influence went 

no farther than her family, while Liza and Dorsey were trying to save a wider swath of the world. 

I thought the book’s biggest failure was its falling into the commonly popular trope of Hate into 

Love romance with Payne describing mutually powerful sexual attraction from the first instant 

Dorsey and Liza meet. I am probably too much of a literal reader with no knowledge of 

psychology because as far as I can tell, Elizabeth never showed any interest in Mr. Darcy until 

the last quarter of the book. It seems to me that Elizabeth saw Mr. Darcy as a flawed rich and 

powerful man, as opposed to her own powerlessness. She seemed to find some fun in her life, 

therefore, by seeing how many times she could poke him in the eye and get away with it. But 

everyone else says her interest in sparring with him meant she was attracted or something. 

 

 

 

September Reading Group Discussion 
by Wilson Palmer, with additions and editing by Kay Berg 

 

The JASNA Central & Western Ohio (Cincinnati/Dayton) Reading Group met on September 14, 

2025. Marilyn Rueth again graciously welcomed us to meet in her delightful home where we 

discussed the section of Pride and Prejudice from Mr. Darcy’s long letter to Elizabeth and 

ending just before she gets her first glimpse of Pemberley. For the third time in a row, our 

numbers were tiny and I am starting to wonder whether the Reading Group should have a 

different format after we finish this novel. Well, that is a decision for the Board to make. 

In the second paragraph of Mr. Darcy’s letter to Elizabeth we come upon an ironic, disjointed 

difference of views. He says he will attend to her two main accusations but he first ranks them in 

what he views as their relative importance. He exaggerates his purported crimes against Mr. 

Wickham with terms like `blasted prospects’ and `depravity’ compared to the almost non-

incident of the “separation of two young persons, whose affection 

could be the growth of only a few weeks…” This is funny because 

we, as readers, are way more interested in the advancement of the 

romance plot than pretty much anything else. So, inside this romance 

novel we have a character saying that the romance is not that 

important. At the end of the part of the letter where he is justifying 

himself for his actions against Jane, Mr. Darcy says he does not “yet” 

feel that he acted improperly. It sounds to me like his pride is not going to allow him to believe 

he would ever do anything wrong, but another reader said it showed growth on his part, signaling 

that he is opening the door to considering that he could have made a mistake. That is, perhaps if 

he hears more particulars concerning Jane and Bingley, he will regret his actions.   

In Mr. Darcy’s letter we learn that Mr. Wickham’s father was totally dependent on Mr. 

Darcy’s father to give Wickham a gentleman’s education because Mrs. Wickham squandered the 



family’s income. While I am thinking this is where Wickham learned to be a profligate, another 

reader had other thoughts. Was Mrs. Wickham a poor money manager or did she have nothing to 

manage because old Mr. Darcy did not pay his steward very well? Just like a man to blame the 

woman when the fault is really on the one tightly gripping the purse strings? 

In the last few scenes at Rosings, Elizabeth is sitting alone at the breakfast table talking 

with Mr. Collins. Someone said this was an example of the maturing of Elizabeth. If not 

“suffering fools gladly,” she at least managed to be polite and listen to him. Later, as the carriage 

door was being closed, Mr. Collins remembers that they had “forgotten to leave any message for 

the ladies at Rosings.” I always thought this message was verbal, hence Elizabeth’s allowing Mr. 

Collin’s flatteries to do the job. Someone thought this would be a written note and surely 

Elizabeth would have already done it. No consensus was reached by us on whether the thank you 

note was supposed to be a written one and, if so, had she already written one or would she do so 

soon. 

On the trip home from Rosings and London, we have the chapter with Kitty and Lydia 

meeting the travelers at a post inn. While I had always dismissed this scene as more proof of the 

immature stupidity of the youngest girls, another reader opened up a whole new way to approach 

this part of the story. Even though Mr. Bennet does not travel from home, Jane and Elizabeth 

have been to London to visit the Gardiners. They have some experience of being “out” in the 

world. The youngest girls are “out” but have never been farther away from home than Meryton. 

So the post inn may have been Kitty and Lydia’s first big adventure. Perhaps their giddiness at 

putting a cucumber on lettuce or spending all their money in a not very good hat store, however 

foolish, now seems more understandable. 

Some other tidbits: One of our readers with her mathematical wits about her calculated 

that one year after her heart was broken when Colonel Millar’s regiment went away, Mrs. Bennet 

married Mr. Bennet. This leads to all kinds of pondering that someone could make into another 

prequel focused on Bennet halcyon days. Someone mentioned that one Jane Austen theme in her 

novels is her favor for the characters who try to make lemonade when they are handed lemons. In 

this novel, Mr. Bennet, Jane and Elizabeth are called “philosophers” for that reason. 

We learned that Ann Radcliffe and Gothic horror authors like her, with whose works Jane 

Austen was familiar, are coming back in style and not just because of Janeites’ interest. As 

always, I have missed many other things that were said, but I hope this gives you some idea of 

the fun I experience at these meetings. 

 

Next Reading Group Date: November 9, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JASNA Central and Western Ohio Executive Committee 

   Regional Coordinator      Eilanna Price           eilannaesp@yahoo.com 

   Program Coordinators     Vacant 

   Reading Group Coordinator              Wilson Palmer           wilson3cp@gmail.com 

   Treasurer       Judy McCoy           mccoyjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Secretary    Marja Weaver           phototrekker@att.net 

   Membership Coordinator  Deb Bentley           extraone@woh.rr.com  

   Librarian and Historian  Eilanna Price           eilannaesp@yahoo.com  

   Publicity Coordinator  Vacant 

   Fundraising Coordinator  Camilla Mauzy           c.mauzy@hotmail.com 

   Newsletter Editor   Mariah Busher           jane.sonnet.mb@gmail.com  

   Webmaster    Mariah Busher           jane.sonnet.mb@gmail.com 

 

mailto:eilannaesp@yahoo.com
mailto:wilson3cp@gmail.com
mailto:mccoyjm@sbcglobal.net
mailto:extraone@woh.rr.com
mailto:eilannaesp@yahoo.com
mailto:c.mauzy@hotmail.com
mailto:jane.sonnet.mb@gmail.com
mailto:jane.sonnet.mb@gmail.com

