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Virtual Event: Viewing of JASNA Young Filmmakers Contest Winners

Join us on Tuesday Dec. 9, 2025 from 7:30-8:30pm for a virtual viewing of the short films that
have won the JASNA Young Filmmakers Contest this year. This will be free and be done via
Zoom. Eilanna Price will email out the link to join, and she will be on a little early in case
anyone has trouble.

If you have not been receiving emails from Eilanna Price or JASNA CWO in general,
please email us at jasnacwo@gmail.com and we will make sure you have the information.

If you can't make this but still want to view the films, please go to
https://jasna.org/programs/young-filmmakers-contest/. They are available online through this
website.
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JASNA CWO's Annual Twelfth Night Ball Returns Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026!

Join us for our annual Twelfth Night ball on Saturday, January 10, 2026, from 5 to 9 p.m.at the
Armstrong Event Center (121 S. Broadway St., Lebanon, OH 45036). The event includes dinner,
Regency Era dancing (with instruction and dance callers), and period card games.

Tickets will be $65 per person for JASNA and English Country Dance members and $70
per person for non-members. Registration is open until December 24, 2025.

You can purchase tickets through Eventbrite here: https://tinyurl.com/yrydyrdr.

If you prefer to pay by check, please send it along with the name(s) of everyone in your party, a
contact phone number AND email, and your meal preference(s) to Mary Ann Gasior, 2727 Old


https://jasna.org/programs/young-filmmakers-contest/
https://tinyurl.com/yrydyrdr

Whipp Ct., Centerville, OH 45440. If you can also send an email to gasiormaryann@yahoo.com
to let her know to expect your check, that would be much appreciated.

Dinner will be a choice of buffet line or vegetarian baked squash (indicate your choice
when registering).

Buffet line meal: Roasted turkey breast, herb crusted pork loin, sauteed green beans
(contains butter), mashed Yukon potatoes.

Vegetarian meal: Acorn squash (vegetarian and gluten free) stuffed with quinoa, dried
cranberries, fresh herbs and walnuts.

**All meals include garden salad with dressing on the side (ranch or white balsamic vinegar),
fresh-baked yeast rolls, blackberry cobbler, coffee, tea, and punch.

Dress: Festive, formal attire from any era.

. Questions? Contact our Regional Coordinator,
»® Eilanna Price, at eilannaesp@yahoo.com

Please note: The Armstrong Event Center will

) follow state and local guidelines for any COVID

- response needed, such as masks. Currently, masks are
' not needed.

Cancellation/Refund policy:

If inclement weather or other unforeseen circumstances require us to cancel the event, we
will notify you as soon as possible. You can also follow our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/jasnacwo) for updates.

If you need to cancel your registration, notify Registration Coordinator Eilanna Price via
email at eilannaesp@yahoo.com. A refund, minus any costs already incurred by JASNA CWO
on your behalf, will be issued for cancellations received by the registration deadline (December
24, 2025). No refunds will be issued for cancellations received after the deadline.

We are happy to send a contribution acknowledgement letter for tax declaration purposes
if you would like your non-refunded and unused registration fee to become a charitable
contribution to JASNA CWO. Please contact JASNA CWO Treasurer Judy McCoy
(mccoyjm@shcglobal.net) in addition to the registration coordinator to request a contribution
acknowledgement.



mailto:gasiormaryann@yahoo.com
mailto:eilannaesp@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/jasnacwo
mailto:eilannaesp@yahoo.com
mailto:mccoyjm@sbcglobal.net

Reading Group dates for 2026:

February 8, 2026: We will continue our discussion of Pride and Prejudice, ;\fﬁ ATE, N/ =B
Volume 111 Chapter 6-11 (Continuous 48 through 53). “Wf Y

April 12, 2026: We will finish our discussion of Pride and Prejudice,
Volume Il Chapter 12-19--the end of the book (Continuous 54 through 61).
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Want More Jane Austen?

Since it is the 250" anniversary of Jane Austen’s birth, there are a lot of great events and
activities going on besides what we at JASNA are doing. On our website, we have created a
News Page (https://www.jasnacwo.org/news/) where you can go to see some of the local things
going on that might be of interest other than JASNA sponsored activities. Be sure to keep an eye
out as more things are added, and if you hear of anything you think we should know about that is
not on there, please feel free to email the information to us at jasnacwo@gmail.com.

The 2025 JASNA Annual General Meeting Wrap-up: Wed. Oct. 8 — Sun. Oct.
12, 2025

By Eilanna Price

| What a great time in Baltimore for a busy conference.
Registration started on Wednesday afternoon, including getting
your own JA 250 pin. Thursday saw the workshops you could
have signed up for, including dance, making Regency calling
cards, cravat tying for gentlemen, Creative Writing Workshop:
Austen in Verse 1, Tokens of Friendship: Pinkeeps & Needle
Books Workshop, Brock Brothers 3D Display Workshop 1,

- Introduction to Paper Quilling Workshop. Still more to choose
| from: Neckhandkerchief Stamping Workshop, Regency Sing-a-
long Workshop, Georgian Portrait Bracelet Workshop, and
Dance ADVANCED Workshop.

Five breakout sessions allowed you to choose from 4-5
. different topics. A sample of the talks: Rebecca Romney,
Washington, DC, Metropolitan Region, “Who Does a Genius Learn From? Building a Book
Collection of Austen's Favorite Women Writers”; Elaine Bander, Montréal-Québec Region,
“’Born to be a Heroine’: How Austen’s Unchecked Genius Transformed the Georgian Heroine”;
Claire Saim, International Region, “Jane Austen's Flamboyant French Cousin, the Countess Eliza
de Feuillide, and How She Influenced Austen's Work™; Sonjeong Cho, Seoul National
University, “From Liberal Austen to Transnational Austen: The Specter of Postfeminism in
Mansfield Park”; and James Nagle, Puget Sound Region and Dr. Anne Fertig, Washington, DC
Metropolitan Region, “Jane Austen in Bath and Southampton, 1801-1809.”
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Lots of fun activities. A new one was an escape room based on Northanger Abby. Pat and
| did this one. They put us in groups of five, and we had one hour to solve the clues to escape the
room. We made it with eight minutes to spare. They also had large backdrops of a Georgian
House and Jane Austen to have our pictures taken with. They also had a screening at the local
theater: Pride and Prejudice from 1940. Catherine de Bourgh was much nicer in this film
adaptation.

Not done yet! They had special session speakers such as Deborah Charlton: “Steventon
Uncovered: Revelations from Jane Austen's First Home.” They reported on the archeological
information of excavating her first home — not a Georgian home at all! They also had someone
recreate it in 3D digital form for presentation. The Emporium of shops was open Thursday
through Saturday so you could buy clothes, books, teas, jewelry and all things Jane.

The highlight for Pat and | was the Saturday ~ [° S

banguet, promenade, and the Ball. Always fun to get
into Regency attire and do some English Country
dancing to live music and with the help of expert
dance instructors/callers. Best of all was meeting
people from all over who are interested in Jane
Austen and to learn about what other regions do for
programs and organization. We brought back new
ideas and new friendships! | would definitely
encourage you to go to next year’s AGM in Tucson,
AZ. | hope to see you there!

“A Literary Sisterhood”
Book Review by Kay Berg

Jane Austen’s Bookshelf, by Rebecca Romney, c. 2025, Simon & Schuster, is an eye-opening
book for lovers of Austen, introducing us to the women authors that Jane Austen (1775-1817)
read, admired, mentions in her letters, and draws on in her novels.

Frances Burney (1752-1840), the daughter of a prominent family, burned her first novel
at age 15 because it was not considered “seemly” for a woman to be writing novels. Bestselling
Ann Radcliffe (1764-1823) was an introvert but considered “queen of the Gothic.” Witty and
bold, Charlotte Lennox (c. 1729-1804), supported herself financially with her writing. Hannah
More (1745-1833), wrote only one novel, but her writing on social issues influenced the
Victorian novel and in her own time helped abolish the slave trade. Charlotte Smith (1749-1806),
whose poems “redefined the English sonnet” and inspired Wordsworth and Coleridge, “wrote
herself free” of an abusive husband and the restrictive coverture laws of the time that gave a
husband total control over his wife and her finances. The beautiful actress Elizabeth Inchbald
(1753-1821) used her stage experience to write plays and novels with witty, realistic dialogue.
Hester Lynch Thrale Piozzi (1741-1821), who finally found love but was vilified for marrying a
foreigner after the death of her cruel husband, mixed established genres (biography, travelogue,
history) with personal writing. Maria Edgeworth (1768-1849), the respected author to whom
Jane Austen sent a personal copy of Emma, brought the novel genre “to a new level of maturity.”



All these women were writing and publishing in the generation before Austen, the age
called the “birth of the English novel.” They were famous in their day, but most of their names
have “fallen from the canon” of English literature and are all but forgotten by the public. In this
very readable and well researched book, with its thorough index and substantial bibliography,
Romney, a Janeite, avid reader, and rare book collector, argues that these women should be seen
not as threats to Jane Austen’s reputation but as sisters in a community of writers that struggled
against literary, cultural, financial, and gender restrictions of their time to become the writers
they longed to be and paved the way for future novelists. They are worth reading not just to be
fair, but because many of them are fun.

One challenge these early writers faced was the reputation of the novel itself. In the
Eighteenth-Century literary scene, the novel was considered “dangerous” for young women to
read, let alone write. It was condemned in conduct books. Rev. James Fordyce (1776) called
novels “fatal poison.” Yet, these women “scribblers” as they dismissively were called, wrote
more than 50 percent of novels published. They were striking their claim in a literary world
hostile to them.

Another challenge was the “heroine problem.” Cultural pressure prescribed that the
heroine of any novel be “faultless and yet, somehow, not boring.” These women authors,
including Jane Austen, were under pressure to adhere to this mandate. Her predecessors wrote, or
sometimes changed at their publishers’ insistence, the endings of their novels to be “morally
acceptable,” even if unrealistic. This overt moralism was not popular with later readers.

The power of influential, often male, critics and biographers sometimes caused death by
faint praise or omission entirely from anthologies. Some women had patrons to help their
careers, but others had to support themselves with their writing, when publishing was very
expensive. Most had to write what would sell; they had “an Eighteenth-Century audience to
please.” In addition to being accused of writing about “women’s issues,” many of these authors
had to cope with the actual woman’s issue of childbirth almost every year and the frequent death
of young children. It’s a wonder they wrote at all.

The result was that as the years passed, their work was not reprinted, making it harder to
find copies except in rare book collections or in graduate level courses. Happily, the internet is
changing that situation. Many of their works can now be found using WorldCat, Project
Gutenberg, and Library Hub, or just the internet.

These women broke ground for the novel despite cultural, financial, and personal
limitations. By the time Jane Austen was publishing, the novel as a genre had become more
acceptable, and the push for heavy handed moralization had passed. : -2

Jane Austen’s Bookshelf is very readable. The biographies are as
fascinating as novels themselves, and the references to Austen and her
writing are illuminating. Along the way, we learn more about rare book
collecting and Romney herself. Romney’s parting advice to readers is
this: “Look into the past and read whatever resonates with you, not what
we’re told are the ‘best’ authors... | gave a chance to writers like : ,
Radcliffe, Inchbald, and Edgeworth, and | loved their books so much JANE AUSTEN'S
that they’re now part of my personal canon.” o
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