
 

February 2026 

 

Election Time! 

Dear JASNA Central and Western Ohio Region members,  

This is the call for nominations for members to serve on the board of our 

region. You may nominate yourself or another person with their consent. 

Please respond to wilson3cp@gmail.com with those nominations by April 

30, 2026.   

This is also a reminder that we need volunteers to help our Program Committee plan 

events. Finally, there are opportunities help with one of our short-term ad hoc committees, 

specifically; the Audit Committee (1 day every year), Nomination Committee (a few hours over 

a couple of weeks every other year), or the Bylaw Committee (only meets when called to do 

alterations).  

The JASNA CWO Board currently consists of people who live in the Dayton and 

Cincinnati area. When all meetings and activities were in person only, this was not surprising. 

Yet our Region covers a vast area of Ohio and if you do not live down in the southwest corner of 

the state, you might have felt excluded or ignored. Recently all of our board meetings have been 

held via Zoom. Committee meetings and other activities may also have an internet component. If 

you have ever wondered if JASNA events could be held nearer to where you live, joining the 

Program Committee or offering to be chair or co-chair of the Programming Committee may 

provide you with the human and financial resources to plan such an event.  

As an even numbered year 2026 is when we again propose a slate of officers and later 

vote on that slate. We have not yet found anyone to serve as Program Committee chair or co-

chair. We also want to create a new position of Vice President (Vice Regional Coordinator), 

working with our current Regional Coordinator (RC), Eilanna Price. It is expected that the Vice 

RC would become our Regional Coordinator at some point. 
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Under non-election positions, I already mentioned a need for more people to serve on the 

Programming Committee. We have an open position at Publicity Coordinator. In other Board 

positions, elected or appointed, we have names but some of these volunteers have been serving 

for many years and might agree to stand aside or take up new tasks if one of you wanted to step 

into that role. The bylaw job descriptions are contained in our bylaws which can be viewed on 

our website (JASNACWO.org) under the Resources selection.   

Here is the current list of positions and those serving: 

Regional Coordinator    Eilanna Price     elected 

Vice RC    Vacant     elected 

Treasurer     Judy McCoy    elected 

Secretary    Marja Weaver    elected 

Program Coordinator(s)   Vacant     elected 

Program Committee members Need a number of volunteers 

Membership Coordinator   Deb Bentley     elected 

Reading Group Coordinator   Wilson Palmer    elected 

Newsletter Editor   Mariah Busher    appointed 

Librarian    Eilanna Price    elected 

Webmaster    Mariah Busher    appointed 

Historian     Eilanna Price     appointed 

Publicity Coordinator    Vacant     appointed 

Fundraising Coordinator   Camilla Mauzy   appointed 

   

Please respond if you are interested or provide us with names of those that could help 

keep our region strong. 

Thank you, JASNA CWO Nominating Committee, Wilson Palmer and Judy McCoy  

 

Reading Group Update 

By Wilson Palmer with editing by Kay Berg  

The JASNA Central & Western Ohio (Cincinnati/Dayton) Reading 

Group met on February 8, 2026. Marja Weaver graciously welcomed 

us to meet in her beautiful home where even the snacks table looked like it belonged in a home 

fashion magazine. We discussed the penultimate eighth of Pride and Prejudice, which covers a 

range of emotional change from the lost and disgraced Lydia to the relief and reclamation of the 

family name to the promising return of Mr. Bingley. We had ten people meeting in person while 

six others shared in the discussion via Zoom. 

It is difficult for me to capture our wide-ranging discussion into logical paragraphs, but I 

will attempt to group some items together, anyway. This section of our reading contained three 

letters: from Mr. Gardiner, Mr. Collins and Mrs. Gardiner. Mr. Gardiner’s note was very short 

and businesslike with little explanation. While the relief and happiness his letter contained 
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regarding the respectability of the Bennet family may have clouded the brains of some in the 

household, where were the wits of Elizabeth or Mr. Bennet to ask even the most basic questions, 

which seemed obvious to one our very smart readers, of how, exactly, did Mr. Gardiner find 

Lydia so immediately after Mr. Bennet’s departure from London? No one in the book wonders 

about this, although one of our readers reminded us that the novel is fiction so sometimes we 

have to suspend belief. 

 

Mrs. Gardiner’s letter is long, friendly, and full of both information and suggestions for 

the meaning of what happened and suppositions of extra reasons which helped to prompt those 

actions. It was improper for Mr. Darcy to intervene in the Bennet affairs this way, except if he 

were actually engaged to Elizabeth. Mrs. Gardiner was correct that, however uncertain she was 

about Elizabeth’s feelings, Mr. Darcy was obviously in love with Elizabeth. Another interesting 

thought came from our discussion involving the Gardiners and the Bennets. Thinking about Mrs. 

Bennet as only comic relief, I dismissed her blathering about how Mr. Gardiner’s money should 

belong to her family as much as his own. But a sympathetic reader pointed out how (in modern 

thinking, anyway) the Gardiner fortune he inherited should have been divided into thirds in any 

fair world. But instead, Mrs. Bennet and Mrs. Phillips each probably got a little bit and most of 

the money likely ended up in Mr. Gardiner’s hands. Finally, Mr. Collins’ letter gloats about his 

escape from being more closely connected to the Bennet family while soiling his Christian 

veneer with his unforgiving judgment of Lydia. 

 

And now Lydia: Someone asked how was it possible that any woman raised in that time 

could be so completely oblivious to her own and her family’s respectability as to sleep, 

unmarried, with a man? But we agreed that in the loosely controlled Bennet household, where all 

the daughters were allowed “out” regardless of their immaturity, this was not too much of a 

stretch. Lydia certainly never pays any attention to anything that gets in the way of immediate 

gratification. And we have the mirrored pair of Elizabeth and Lydia, where the elder was allowed 

to push social conventions with her independence and saucy sparring with Mr. Bingley and Mr. 

Darcy. Similarly, Lydia pushes the sexual boundaries with her flirting and the crossdressing 

incident at the Forster’s party. While Elizabeth is blindsided by Lydia’s affair with Wickham, 

back in Volume II, Chapter 16 Lydia tells us that she wants to be the first sister married, talks 

about dear Wickham, declares Mary King a great fool for letting him go and talks about him all 

the way home in the carriage. Just as Elizabeth tunes out most of Mr. Darcy’s conversations, she 

turns off her brain to Lydia’s words, too. Lydia was introduced to the reader as having “animal 

spirits.” It is implied with Lydia’s tear in her muslin gown that she might have lost her virginity 

before she eloped. When, as a true gentleman, Mr. Darcy meets with Lydia without Mr. 

Wickham present, to offer her an escape from her situation and Wickham’s influence, Lydia 

refuses because she wants the status of the elder daughter as she is the first to marry, she wants to 

triumph over Elizabeth by catching her former boyfriend, and perhaps because she has 

discovered the delights of sexual pleasure with him. 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Reading Group Dates 

April 12, 2026: We will finish our discussion of Pride and Prejudice, 

Volume III Chapter 12-19--the end of the book (Continuous 54 through 61). 

We will meet at Kay Berg's home, 18 Forrer Blvd., Dayton, OH 45419.  

August 9, 2026: For our separate Summer Reading Group we will be reading 

The Other Bennet Sister by Janice Hadlow for a discussion at Marja 

Weaver’s home, 332 Yorkshire Lane, Xenia, OH 45385.  

 

 

Book Review: Jane On The Brain: Exploring The Science of Social Intelligence 

with Jane Austen by Wendy Jones 
By Pat Price 

 

As Janites, we read Austen’s novels for a variety of reasons. We can easily relate to her 

characters and sympathize with them and their actions. This empathy is one of our uniquely 

human capabilities, and Austen employs empathy better than most other authors. To quote 

Wendy Jones: 

 

“Austen’s stories not only convey empathy through mirroring and identification, but 

they’re about empathy as well – who has it, who lacks it, and how some of her characters deepen 

their capacity for this important quality. Her novels get us to focus on the experience of empathy 

…” 

 

That is to say, she not only 

writes her characters to clearly display 

empathy, but she gets us, as her readers, 

to employ empathy. This is just one 

aspect of Jane Austen’s genius.  

 

To learn more about Jane 

Austen’s utilization of empathy and 

other aspects of social intelligence, I 

recommend this book.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:google.com/maps/place/18+Forrer+Blvd,+Dayton,+OH+45419/@39.7167378,-84.1739546,836m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88408433de62575b:0x698f3bdfdf810b23!8m2!3d39.7167337!4d-84.1713797!16s%2Fg%2F11c16xmbhs?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDEyNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:google.com/maps/place/332+Yorkshire+Ln,+Xenia,+OH+45385/@39.6808797,-84.0231464,836m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88409a1ee11d40d9:0xff6b51da7deb335!8m2!3d39.6808756!4d-84.0205715!16s%2Fg%2F11c2drwrnl?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDIwMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:google.com/maps/place/332+Yorkshire+Ln,+Xenia,+OH+45385/@39.6808797,-84.0231464,836m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88409a1ee11d40d9:0xff6b51da7deb335!8m2!3d39.6808756!4d-84.0205715!16s%2Fg%2F11c2drwrnl?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDIwMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


JASNA Central and Western Ohio Executive Committee 

   Regional Coordinator      Eilanna Price           eilannaesp@yahoo.com 

   Program Coordinators     Vacant 

   Reading Group Coordinator              Wilson Palmer           wilson3cp@gmail.com 

   Treasurer       Judy McCoy           mccoyjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Secretary    Marja Weaver           phototrekker@att.net 

   Membership Coordinator  Deb Bentley           extraone@woh.rr.com  

   Librarian and Historian  Eilanna Price           eilannaesp@yahoo.com  

   Publicity Coordinator  Vacant 

   Fundraising Coordinator  Camilla Mauzy           c.mauzy@hotmail.com 

   Newsletter Editor   Mariah Busher           jane.sonnet.mb@gmail.com  

   Webmaster    Mariah Busher           jane.sonnet.mb@gmail.com 
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