Assignment for Session 2 (St. Scholastica Cycle)

After you’ve read the assigned material please complete this piece of work. It will be used in your
small group work during the session.

1. Select One of these models or images to use in a self-assessment of your stance in
the parish. They are all included in the readings you’ve done.

Making Yourself at Home — being present, jumping into our place and finding ourselves at
home; “To seek the presence of Jesus Christ in the people, things and circumstances of life through
stability, obedience and conversion of life.”

Being adequately absorbed into the parish culture - “You have to allow yourself to be
absorbed by the client and at the same time not become so absorbed that you lose your professional
perspective.”

The Drama Triangle - To make yourself at home you must reject the stances of victim,
persecutor, rescuer.

Group Development Theory: Leadership Issues - To make yourself at home you must accept
the gradual and rocky process of inclusion.

“Bonding: Priest and Community” - Moving from Inflated Hopes to Disappointment to Realistic
Expectations & Relationship

2. We want you to reflect on how you behave in relation to the stance you selected.

Stance. Your attitude, bearing, demeanor in regard to the work. A stance isn’t a feeling. 1t's a position we
take. For example, is your stance toward your parish that of a loving critic, unloving critic, or uncritical
lover? Another excample is that you want to “let the data speak.” Another, that you want to offer the
leadership style that will best serve the situation. From - Finding God in All Things: Contemplation,
Intercession, and Intervention

We realize that any of these stances may not be ones you have been taking. They may be new to you.
So, in your reflection you are assessing yourself against what may be a new idea for you. In a sense
you are trying it on for learning purposes.

Try to be honest with yourself. Remember, when you are in the small group during the session, you
only need to share what you want to share. How do you show that stance in your current parish?
How successful are you at living in that stance? (you might rate yourself (1 is very low, 6 is very
high). Where might others in the parish see you in relation to that stance? Is this a stance you
generally take with other organizations and groups? Is it different from your stance in other
parishes? What about this stance comes easily for you? What is a struggle?

For use in Shaping the Parish



