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US Attorney Demands CHEST Assurance of “Viewpoint Diversity” 
 

NBC News is reporting on a Facebook posting of a letter from the acting U.S. attorney for the 

District of Columbia to the editor of CHEST. The letter implies that the medical journal was 

partisan and asks a series of questions about how the publication protects the public from 

misinformation; whether it included competing viewpoints; and whether CHEST was influenced 

by funders or advertisers (1). The letter from acting U.S. Attorney Ed Martin states, “It has been 

brought to my attention that more and more journals and publications like CHEST Journal are 

conceding that they are partisans in various scientific debates”.  Martin goes on to state that “you 

[CHEST] have certain responsibilities” 

 

The letter was originally posted on X by Dr. Eric Reinhart, a clinician based at Northwestern. 

Reinhart described the letter as designed to “intimidate” and called it “fascist tactics.” The letter 

caught the attention of First Amendment groups raising concerns about suppression and some 

scientists, as well as Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression (FIRE), a nonprofit civil 

liberties group which has been critical of Martin. The letter raises concerns of the Department of 

Justice harassment being used to suppress academic and scientific freedom. ”It’s really unusual 

when you see a U.S. Attorney from the Distinct of Columbia sending a letter to a publication 

based in Illinois inquiring about their editorial practices, in particular, a journal from a medical 

organization,” said JT Morris, a senior supervising attorney for the FIRE (1). “That screams of a 

government official going after a publication because it disagrees with what the publication is 

saying.”  

 

The editors of the SWJPCCS listed below condemn actions designed to harass and intimidate  

scientific journals. The SWJPCCS supports CHEST’s editors in making scientific editorial 

decisions for their journal. If those with a differing viewpoint have legitimate scientific data, not 

opinion, supporting an alternative viewpoint, let them submit it to the appropriate medical journal. 

If they choose to submit to the SWJPCCS, we will provide an unbiased scientific review and an 

appropriate editorial decision will be made. Scientific journals do have a responsibility to publish 

legitimate scientific data and to protect the public from non-data-based opinions that might lead to 

potential patient harm.  
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*The opinions expressed are those of the editors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 

their parent institutions or the American Thoracic Society and its chapters.  
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