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Hymn for Evening Prayer, Palm Sunday

Vexilla Regis prodeunt;
fulget Crucis mysterium,

quo carne carnis conditor
suspensus est patibulo.

Quo vulneratus insuper
mucrone diro lanceae,
ut nos lavaret crimine,

manavit unda sanguine. 
Beata, cuius brachiis

saecli pependit pretium:
statera facta corporis,

praedamque tulit tartari. 
O Crux, ave, spes unica,
hoc Passionis tempore! 

Auge piis justitiam,
reisque dona veniam. 

Te summa Deus Trinitas,
collaudet omnis spiritus:

quos per Crucis mysterium
salvas, rege per saecula. Amen. 

Abroad the regal banners fly,
now shines the Cross’s mystery:
upon it Life did death endure,
and yet by death did life procure.
Who, wounded with a direful spear,
did purposely to wash us clear
from stain of sin, pour out a flood
of precious water mixed with blood.
Blest Tree, whose happy branches bore
the wealth that did the world restore;
the beam that did that Body weigh
which raised up Hell’s expected prey.
Hail Cross, of hopes the most sublime!
Now, in the mournful Passion time; 
grant to the just increase of grace,
and every sinner’s crimes efface.
Blest Trinity, salvation’s spring
may every soul Thy praises sing;
to those Thou grantest conquest by
the Holy Cross, rewards supply. Amen.

Venantius Fortunatus (530-609)
translation by Walter Kirkham Blount (1670)
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