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Recessit pastor noster

From Responsoria (1611)

SSATTB a cappella

Responsory at Matins (2nd Nocturn) Jacob Carlo Gesualdo, di Venosa
for Holy Saturday (c.1561-1613)

Recessit pastor noster, fons aquae vivee, ~ Our shepherd, the fountain of living water, is gone,
ad cujus transitum sol obscuratus est:  at whose departure the sun was darkened:
Nam et ille captus est,  For he in turn is taken captive,
qui captivum tenebat primum hominem:  he who held the first man captive:
hodie portas mortis et seras pariter Salvator noster disrupit.  this day our Savior broke open both the bolts and the gates of death.

Destruxit quidem claustra inferni,  He destroyed the dungeons of hell,
et subvertit potentias diaboli.  and overthrew the powers of the devil.

Nam et ille captus est,  For he in turn is taken captive,
qui captivum tenebat primum hominem:  he who held the first man captive:
hodie portas mortis et seras pariter Salvator noster disrupit.  this day our Savior broke open both the bolts and the gates of death.
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