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Judas mercator pessimus
From Responsoria (1611)

SSATTB a cappella

Responsory at Matins 
for Holy Thursday

Jacob Carlo Gesualdo, di Venosa
(c.1561-1613)

Judas, worst of traffickers, approached the Lord with a kiss:
He, like an innocent lamb, refused not the kiss of Judas:
for a few coins, he delivered Christ to the Jews.

It had been better for him if he had never been born.

For a few coins, he delivered Christ to the Jews.
Matthew 26: 47-49, 24, 14-15; Mark 14: 43-45, 21, 10-11; Luke 22: 47, 22, 3-6; 
Isaiah 53:7

Judas mercator pessimus osculo petiit Dominum:
ille ut agnus innocens non negavit Judæ osculum:

denariorum numero Christum Judæis tradidit. 

Melius illi erat, si natus non fuisset.

Denariorum numero Christum Judæis tradidit. 

edition by Chris Mueller 
http://www.benesonarium.com
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