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Eram quasi agnus innocens

From Responsoria (1611)

SSATTB a cappella

Responsory at Matins, III. Nocturn
Holy Thursday

Eram quasi agnus innocens:

ductus sum ad immolandum, et nesciebam:

consilium fecerunt inimici mei adversum me, dicentes:
Venite, mittamus lignum in panem ejus,

et eradamus eum de terra viventium.

Omnes inimici mei adversum me cogitabant mala mihi:
verbum iniquum mandaverunt adversum me, dicentes.

Venite, mittamus lignum in panem ejus,
et eradamus eum de terra viventium.

Jacob Carlo Gesualdo, di Venosa

I was like an innocent lamb:

I was led to the sacrifice, and I knew it not:
my enemies conspired against me, saying,
“Come, let us put wood into his bread

and root him out of the land of the living.”

All my enemies contrived mischief against me;
they uttered wicked speech against me, saying,

“Come, let us put wood into his bread
and root him out of the land of the living.”

¢f. Jeremiah 11:19; f. Isaiah 53:7-8.

(c.1561-1613)
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