
Wash Post’s Petula Dvorak Embodies the Spirit of Local Journalism

SHOP TALK Special Edition, 2025

The American News Women’s Club was
thrilled to honor veteran Washington Post
columnist Petula Dvorak at its annual
Excellence in Journalism VIP Reception.
Dvorak’s local reporting career has spanned
from New Orleans to New Jersey to Los
Angeles and finally, Washington, where her
heartfelt coverage has made a profound
impact on 

communities around the city. Dvorak was
celebrated by Members and friends of the
ANWC. The program featured toasts by
esteemed members of the Post, including
executive editor Matt Murray, Pulitzer Prize
recipient Dana Priest, and Pew Research
Center VP Claudia Dean. Sheila Kast
captivated the ANWC audience as the evening’s
emcee. 

“I want my theme tonight to be: we’re still here.” - Petula Dvorak 

Petula Dvorak and ANWC EIJ 2025 emcee
Sheila Kast share a moment of
celebration.

Executive editor of the Washington Post, Matt
Murray, delivers a toast to Petula Dvorak.

Petula Dvorak and Eleanor Clift, ANWC
Scholarship Committee Chair  and EIJ ‘10

Petula Dvorak and Claire Swift,
ANWC Executive Chair and Past
President. 

Claire Swift and Petula Dvorak pose with
the toasters of the night. 

Dvorak regaled the audience with personal stories from her decades long reporting career, highlighting the importance of
advancing and preserving local news. Throughout her acceptance speech, she invited the audience to join her in a passionate
refrain, “we’re still here.”

MC Andrews, Chair of the EIJ 2025
and ANWC leadership addresses the
crowd. 

Members and guests pose for a photo with
Matt Murray. 

Petula Dvorak delivers a heartfelt
acceptance speech. 

VP of Programs MC Andrews addresses
a packed Cranford House. 

Emmett Justice and bandmate set the
scene with a New Orleans jazz set. 

Scholarship winners Caroline Pecora (UMD
‘25), Abigail Turner (AU ‘25), and Allison
Robbert (GW ‘26) pose with Petula Dvorak. 

Board Member Jan Du Plain and Emily
Wilkins enjoy EIJ 2025.
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Email us at anwclub@comcast.net or call (202) 332 6770
Check for updates and/or renew your membership at anwc.org

Keep the history of 
women trailblazers going!  Renew your
membership and/or consider giving an
additional donation/gift to your Club.  

Be a part of the Club!  Volunteer,  join a
Committee or suggest a program.  

Call 202-332-6770! 
Consider Cranford House, our historic club

house,  for booking your next event. 
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Other Trailblazing Programs

The New Dress for Success with Jane Pennewell, March 18, 2025 

Annual Meeting/Election of
Officers 2025 and Program: USA

TODAY’S Susan Page on 
The Rulebreaker: The Life and

Times of Barbara Walters 

Join Us on Wed., June 18, 2025

Margaret Heckler: Trailblazer, with Kimberly Heckler, March 4, 2025

ANWC Holiday Gold Party with Christy Bowe, December 5, 2024

New Member Spotlight: Emily Wilkins 

Winter/Spring 2025 Marketing, Media and Membership
Coordinator Mia Cremona graduated from The George
Washington University as a four-year Division 1 women’s rower with
a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism & Mass Communication from the
School of Media & Public Affairs. She is honored to have served
ANWC’s trailblazing mission and incredible Members. 

Photo by Claire Swift

Meeting 6:30 p.m., Program 7:15 p.m.  

Emily Wilkins
served as the
117  President of
the National
Press Club,  the
youngest
woman in
history to hold
the position. 

th

She currently works at CNBC as an
award winning Congressional
correspondent. The ANWC is thrilled
to welcome Emily to a rich
membership roster of trailblazing
female journalists. 

CLICK HERE TO RESERVE or go to
anwc.org

Credit CNBC
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